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GLOBAL MINISTERIAL ENVIRONMENT FORUM
IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNING COUNCIL AT ITS TWENTY-FIRST SESSION

Report of the Executive Director 
Addendum

Environmental situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories
Note by the Executive Director
1. The present note is submitted in pursuance of decisions 20/2 of 4 February 1999 and 21/16 of 9 February 2001 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
2. Decision 20/2, requested UNEP to, inter alia, prepare a comprehensive report on the environmental situation in the occupied Palestinian territories.  The report could not be completed because of the events that began in the region in September 2000.  Accordingly, decision 21/16 requested UNEP to present the completed report, including an assessment of the environmental situation since September 2000 to the Governing Council at its seventh special session.  

3. In view of the continuing unrest in the region, UNEP decided to conduct a desk study which would supplement and update the information received from the Centre for Environmental Studies and Resource Management (CESAR) Oslo, in November 2000, in response to decision 20/2.

4. The Executive Director contacted both the Palestinian Authority and the Israeli Government, seeking relevant information on the environmental situation.  The Palestinian Authority provided the requested information, while the Israeli Government informed the Executive Director that, although it viewed the preparation of a desk study as an acceptable way to fulfill the requirements of the above decisions, it was unable to provide a complete response before the seventh special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum scheduled for Cartagena in February 2002. 

5. Both Israel and the Palestinian Authority have invited the Executive Director to visit the region, and discuss matters of cooperation, including the implementation of the above-mentioned Governing Council decisions.  The Executive Director intends to make such a visit as early as possible following the seventh special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Cartagena. 

6. It is the intention of the Executive Director to comply with the decisions of the Governing Council, as soon as the situation allows. 

-----
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