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Summary


The present document contains an overview of the process to facilitate reporting back by business and industry to the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), in conjunction with the secretariat of the Commission on Sustainable Development, has initiated a multi-stakeholder process in which business and industry are preparing sector reports on their implementation of Agenda 21.
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I.  BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVE

1. Resolution 55/199 of 20 December 2000 of the United Nations General Assembly called for effective contributions from, and the active participation of all major civil society groups in the process leading up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development to be held in Johannesburg in 2002. Working closely with the secretariat of the Commission on Sustainable Development, UNEP responded by including in its contribution a process leading to the evaluation of the contribution of business and industry to the implementation of Agenda 21.

2. The present information note gives an overview of that process, and reflects on its outcome.  The point of departure is chapter 30 of Agenda 21
 on strengthening the role of business and industry. Chapter 30 recognized that through more efficient production processes, preventive strategies, cleaner production technologies and procedures throughout the product life cycle, the policies and operations of business and industry could play a decisive role in realizing a sustainable future.

3. Chapter 30 also called on industry and business associations to "encourage individual companies to undertake programmes for improved environmental awareness and responsibility…”.  This call for responsibility was further addressed by ministers at the first session of the Global Ministerial Environment Forum in Malmö, when they requested a greater commitment by the private sector "to engender a new culture of environmental accountability…".  Ministers asked that this be done through the application of the polluter-pays principle, environmental performance indicators and reporting, and the establishment of a precautionary approach in investment and technology decisions.

4. Against this background UNEP, in cooperation with the secretariat of the Commission on Sustainable Development, has undertaken a process leading to a self-evaluation of progress and remaining challenges by various industry sectors. This self-evaluation is also being submitted to stakeholders for comment and improved dialogue.

5. The present paper provides:

(a) An overview of the process leading to the preparation of industry sector reports, and to multi-stakeholder consultations at the global and regional levels;

(b) An assessment of lessons learned from the process;

(c) An assessment of the outcome of the industry sector reports, looking at progress, improvements, results and remaining challenges;

(d) Suggested steps for the way forward.

II.  THE PROCESS

A.  At the global level:  preparation of industry sector reports
6. UNEP launched the process at its seventeenth annual Consultative Meeting with Industry Associations, held in Paris in September 2000.  UNEP proposed that each industry sector prepare a self‑evaluation report for the World Summit Development, and offered to organize a multi‑stakeholder dialogue to discuss those reports.  Participants, including a representative of United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs and some 50 representatives of national and international industry associations, welcomed the proposal. 

7. Discussion on the framework of industry sector reports began with representatives of 16 international industry associations, four non‑governmental organizations and some labour organizations during a workshop hosted by UNEP in February 2001. The proposed objective was to design a common format for industry to report on progress made with regard to the implementation of Agenda 21, indicating environmental and sustainability challenges for each sector, major changes and progress made since 1992, challenges remaining, as well as steps to be taken to address them.

8. A common framework was agreed upon and invitations were sent to 37 international business and industry associations, inviting them to participate.  Twenty-two of them responded positively (see box below).  The subsequent preparation of reports was driven by the relevant industry associations and conducted in liaison with the International Chamber of Commerce, World Business Council for Sustainable Development and their joint body, Business Action for Sustainable Development.

Sectors reporting


Participating sectors agreed that working with UNEP and other stakeholders would enable them to compile a more balanced presentation of progress, difficulties and remaining issues in their industries than if they were to do reporting on their own. The following industry sectors have joined the process of producing reports for the World Summit on Sustainable Development:


Accounting (ACCA), Advertising (EACA, WFA), Aluminium (IAI), Automotive, (UNEP Mobility Forum), Aviation (ATAG), Chemicals (ICCA), Coal (WCI), Construction (CICA, FIEC), Consulting engineering, (FIDIC), Fertilisers (IFA), Finance and insurance, (UNEP Finance Initiatives), Food and drink (CIAA), Information & communications technology, (UNEP GeSI), Iron and steel (IISI), Oil and gas (OGP, IPIECA), Power generation (E7), Railways (UIC), Refrigeration (IIR), Road transport (IRU), Tourism (WTTC, WTO, IH-RA, IFTO, ICCL), Waste management (ISWA), Water management (IWA).


9. As a result, 22 reports are being compiled for the Summit, involving more than 200 participants and some 130 representatives of business and industry, 40 representatives of non-governmental organizations, 10 representatives of labour organizations and 25 representatives of international organizations and academic institutions.

10. Stakeholder representatives commented on early drafts of the reports by email and during a series of consultative workshops convened in Paris during the period October to December 2001. Many of those who attended the 11 consultative workshops held in Paris on 3 October also used the opportunity to join additional discussions at the eighteenth annual UNEP Consultative Meeting with Industry Associations on 4 and 5 October.

11. The mining, cement, detergents, postal services, pulp and paper and tanning industry sectors declined for various reasons. For example, the mining and cement sectors argued that they had already initiated their own preparatory process. Postal services indicated it required more time to make internal organizational preparations for compiling a report of that nature.  The pulp and paper sector lacked an umbrella body to collect contributions globally. The detergent sector provided input to the chemicals sector report.

B.  At regional level:  cross-sectoral consultations

12. Parallel to the global process addressing sector-specific issues, UNEP organized five regional industry consultations to feed into regional Preparatory Committee meetings convened by the Commission on Sustainable Development and the United Nations regional commissions in preparation for the Summit. This was done in recognition of the fact that many smaller enterprises and stakeholders are represented more directly through regional, subregional and national associations, whether they are sectoral or issue-based or are organized along general and cross-cutting issues.

13. The regional industry workshops were presented in cooperation with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).  They were attended by major industry groups, as well as representatives of labour and other stakeholders.  The discussions provided valuable input to the compilation of regional positions in the Summit process.

C.  An overall evaluation by UNEP

14. On the basis of the 22 industry sector reports and the regional reports, UNEP is preparing a report that will include an overall review of their outcome, a highlight of progress made, and descriptions of critical areas where business and industry need to make progress in the next 10 years.

III.  STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THE PROCESS

A.  Strengths
15. The process can be credited for having been the first convened by the United Nations in cooperation with business and industry to prepare feedback on the implementation of Agenda 21 through:

(e) Reporting by industry sector;

(f) Reporting that is international or global in scope;

(g) Reporting where industry takes the lead but in consultation with a diverse group of stakeholders;

(h) Reporting that is not simply “rear-view” mirror reporting but forward looking;

(i) Reporting that is integrated and covers the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development.

16. In addition, the process has contributed to awareness-raising on the Summit throughout the business and industry community.

B.  Weaknesses
Difficulties experienced

1.  Organizational representativeness
17. A major shortcoming is the limited involvement of both small and medium-sized enterprises from all parts of the world and business and industry from the developing world.

18. One reason for the above is of an organizational nature:  in a number of cases a representative body or umbrella international organization is lacking, be it at the regional or global level. Associations come in many different forms, some focus on a particular area while others are general in nature.  There are associations - global, regional and national - that have been created specifically to deal with particular sustainability issues. Some are broad-spectrum associations, others are sector-specific.  In addition, there are the traditional associations created primarily to look after the general interests of their members, whether at global, regional or national level.

19. Networking with this diverse range of associations needs to be improved so as to reach out more effectively to small and medium-sized enterprises and business and industry especially from the developing world.  In addition to these organizational complications, a further reason for the lack of business and industry involvement in some sectors globally has simply been the absence of political will. Some prefer to stay out of the limelight rather than join an open, multi-stakeholder discussion. This highlights the challenge for associations to move beyond traditional activities such as lobbying and to become more pro-active in facilitating self-evaluation and providing advice, training and guidelines.

2.  Non-industry stakeholder capacity and engagement
20. Experience has shown that non-governmental organizations and labour organizations often have limited resources to analyse and comment on industry contributions with a global coverage.  In this respect the organizational structure of the international labour union movement has made it easier for this stakeholder group to comment. Clearly, the international non-governmental organization movement is a more diverse group, making the task of pooling resources all the more demanding.

21. In one or two instances some environmental non-governmental organizations have also preferred not to be associated with reports which they feared would not adequately address their concerns. Fearing that business and industry would simply use their involvement in the process for a greenwashing of its outcome, such non-governmental organizations have sought guarantees that their positions would be annexed separately. UNEP will highlight these points of criticism in its overview report.

3.  Unavailability of data
22. In some instances the effort to collect information has shown that aggregated data at the global level simply does not exist. Being a first of its kind, it is inevitable that the process would encounter this problem.  Those sectors which in the past often found themselves in the limelight as a result of pollution incidents, have made more progress over the last 10 years in taking stock and collecting sector-wide information. Yet in many sectors, global data on some issues hardly exists. This calls for more research as we strive to benchmark sustainability. 

4.  Resource constraints

23. In the process facilitated by UNEP, limited resources constrained the preparation of background documents and attempts to ensure greater participation, both at the regional and global consultations
.  Some participants also found their resources stretched as they were challenged to deal with tight deadlines set by UNEP.  (The work schedule was designed in such a manner as to ensure that the sector reports were finalized in time for the final Preparatory Committee meeting of the tenth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development in Indonesia).

IV.  ASSESSING PROGRESS AT A GLOBAL LEVEL

A.  Increased awareness and voluntary commitments

24. From the reports, it is clear that there is a higher awareness of environmental issues and sustainability, which has led to action and encouraging results.  This is due to a number of factors:

(j) Increased regulatory pressure in many parts of the world and development of internationally recognized standards.  The phase-out of lead in gasoline in many parts of the world is one such example;

(k) Increased consumer and public demand, in particular in the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) countries but also in many rapidly industrializing countries.  This is evident, for example, in beverage can recycling.  The aluminium sector report notes an increase in the rate of recycling of aluminium cans: 79 per cent in Japan, 78 per cent in Brazil, 62 per cent in the United States of America, and 41 per cent in Europe.  Consulting engineers also report that a growing number of clients are seeking sustainable solutions;

(l) Increased number of economic incentives such as polluter-pay fees and removal of perverse subsidies;

(m) Increased investor pressure, with shareholder sentiments and new sustainability indices confirming the business interest in sustainability.

25. This growing awareness has also been translated by industry into an increasing number of voluntary initiatives, as encouraged by Agenda 21.  These have taken various forms, such as codes of conduct, voluntary commitments and quantified targets. By the end of the 1990s, the OECD reported the existence of over 30,000 local initiatives in Japan, more than 300 in the European Union and 42 in the United States.

26. One of the first voluntary initiatives, Responsible Care (see box), was launched by the chemical industry and has certainly contributed to continuous improvement.  In another example, a few bankers joined UNEP in 1992 to launch the Financial Institutions Initiative.  The initiative includes over 180 participants today.


Responsible Care was initiated in 1984 by the Canadian Synthetic Organic Chemical Manufacturers’ Association.

· The programme of the initiative is set out in its Guiding Principles or Guidelines and management practices codes.

· Responsible Care has grown in membership from 13 countries in 1992 to 46 today.

· The initiative accounts for 85 per cent of global chemical production.



27. Building on a 1990 policy paper, consulting engineers recently published their Business Guidelines for Sustainable Development in Consultancy Services.  With the assistance of international organizations, the fertiliser industry has developed codes reflected in Best Agricultural Practices – Guidelines on Best Agricultural Practices to Optimise Fertiliser Use for different regions of the world. In the tourism sector a growing number of hotels have been involved in the creation of codes of conduct. Tour operators have also joined UNEP, World Tourism Organization (WTO) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in the development of a voluntary initiative.  The Cruise Industry Waste Management Practices and Procedures was adopted by members of the International Council of Cruise Lines in June 2001.  Other sectors that have been involved with UNEP in the development of international voluntary initiatives are the insurance industry, information and communications technology, automotive manufacturing and advertising.

B.  Development and implementation of new management tools

28. Greater awareness has also been accompanied by the development and the application of new management tools such as environmental management standards (EMS) and the related International Standards Organization (ISO) 14000 and Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS), as well as reporting.

29. Companies have become more concerned about their corporate image.  This, coupled with the emergence of stringent environmental legislation with liability implications in a number of countries over the last 10 years, has reinforced the case for a certifiable environmental management system. Since the publication of ISO 14001 in 1996 as a mandatory compliance standard, the growth in ISO 14001 certification has been significant.

30. The food and drink industry reports that most of its companies have implemented EMS and a large number are ISO 14001 certified, tripling the number of certifications in the last three years. This industry also has one of the highest number of companies registered with the European Union's EMAS.

31. A growing number of fertiliser companies have adopted the ISO 9000 series for quality insurance. Almost 60 member companies of the International Fertilizer Industry Association indicated in 1999 that they had adopted these standards. By 1999, 13 member companies had implemented the ISO 14000 series for environmental management systems.

32. Improved management systems have been accompanied by improved capacity-building in training. This has included more training in the form of assistance to developing countries. For example, the fertiliser industry has cooperated with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in contributing to the training of thousands of workers and farmers in developing countries in efficient fertiliser use. With support from the accounting profession, an environmental accounting programme by UNCTAD and the International Standards of Accounting and Reporting (ISAR) has undertaken training in 12 developing countries and countries with economies in transition.

33. Environmental reporting has increased significantly over the last 10 years as a means of verifying the implementation of voluntary commitments.  It is estimated that corporate environmental reports have increased in number from less than 200 in 1990 to more than 2,000 today. One catalyst has been the benchmarking survey of environmental reports in a series of publications in the Engaging Stakeholders series by UNEP and SustainAbility Ltd.

34. Encouraged by the Global Research Initiative of UNEP and Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies (CERES), there has been an increase in recent years in corporate sustainability reports that cover environmental, economic and social performance.  The Global Research Initiative aims at providing a standard format for the preparation, easy benchmarking and assessment of sustainability reports.  Over the last 10 years, reporting has been supported by the emergence of corporate governance disclosure, with countries such as France, the Netherlands, South Africa, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland extending disclosure requirements to embrace social and environmental risk management issues.

35. From the accounting profession, it is evident that environmental and sustainability reporting award schemes established by almost 20 of the world's leading accounting bodies have also a significant impact on the adoption of environmental reporting. These award schemes have also helped to benchmark and improve the quality of reporting.  Still, it cannot be assumed that environmental reporting - let alone sustainability reporting - is firmly established. Environmental reporting is still practised by only a minority of the world's companies.

C.  Greater emission reductions, improved efficiency and cleaner production

36. Increased awareness and improvements in the application of management tools, as well as strengthened regulatory frameworks, have resulted in reduced emissions, improved resource efficiency and cleaner production. There is increasing evidence of green productivity, eco-efficiency and technology innovations.  Many success stories and best practices illustrate replicable activities, which result in improved, combined economic benefits and environmental protection.

37. Examples from the sector reports on emission reduction and resource efficiency are indicative of this. The oil and gas industry reports that co-generation is reducing energy consumption in oil operations by up to 30 per cent.  In refining, an 8 per cent improvement in energy efficiency worldwide since 1992 is reported. Power generators report that new coal plants are averaging 40 per cent efficiency and new gas combined cycle plants 55 per cent efficiency. This contrasts with the average 28 per cent thermal efficiency of existing fossil fuel power generation in the developing world.

38. In its annual survey of global energy consumption at primary aluminium production facilities, the International Aluminium Institute reports that smelters in the 1990s used a third less electricity per tonne than the equivalent plant in the 1950s.
  All these efforts have resulted in reductions of CO2 and SO2 air emissions.

39. As can be seen from the aviation sector, reducing emissions of nitrogen oxide (NOx) remains a key task for the transport sector. The evolution towards larger aircraft engines with a higher-pressure ratio has led to increased NOx emissions per kilogramme of fuel burned.  The International Panel on Climate Change expects aircraft-related NOx emissions to reach 3,5 million tonnes in 2015, more than double the 1992 emissions.

40. The International Road Transport Union points out that emissions, from heavy commercial vehicles producing polluting gases such as NOx and Hydrocarbon (HC), have been reduced by up to 50 per cent over the past decade. Arguing the case for better infrastructure, the transport industry emphazises the losses suffered in cities from congestion, resulting in billions of dollars in lost productivity, hours of delay and litres of wasted fuel. Consequently, its key message to Governments relates to infrastructure deficiency.

41. However, although there appears to be increased efficiencies in certain areas of a particular industry sector, e.g., fuel consumption, there is no clear evidence of systematic environmental improvement throughout any industry sector.  For example, none of the sector reports provide any indication of improvements related to water efficiency, either from a qualitative or quantitative point of view.

V.  ASSESSING PROGRESS FROM A REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE

42. The regional industry workshops organized with UNIDO provided valuable input on the role of business and industry from a regional perspective.  The reports from the regional workshops highlighted the following:

(n) The promotion of industrial development on a sustainable basis remains a high priority in the quest to alleviate poverty in Africa;

(o) Small and medium-sized enterprises play a decisive role in the Asia-Pacific region and need to be involved more directly;

(p) The finance sector in Latin America and the Caribbean needs to be involved more closely in efforts to enhance innovative financing for sustainable development;

(q) Businesses in Europe and North America desire clear and consistent targets in the effort to advance sustainability;

(r) It remains a challenge in West Asia to develop more small-scale, new industries, following the continued dominance of established large-scale industries.

VI.  REMAINING CHALLENGES

43. The industry sector reports show definite evidence of progress made over the past decade. At the same time it is evident that we are still confronted with worrying, global trends related to biodiversity, air pollution, land degradation, chemicals and wastes, freshwater and the regional seas, as noted in the Global Environment Outlook (GEO) report.  There is progress, but the problem of overshooting remains. Overshooting reflects our ability to exceed temporarily the carrying capacity of the earth, helping people to live better in the short run but putting our natural capital into decline in the long run.  There are therefore five central challenges that should be addressed immediately.

A.  Addressing problems resulting from past practices

44. Past, inadequate practices are still threatening the environment, often with no one to address them. One example is abandoned or “orphan” mining sites, which cause additional water pollution.

45. Another historical problem is that of accumulating wastes.  In the early 1990s some 400 million tonnes of hazardous waste were produced annually.  About 75 per cent of this came from OECD countries, mainly from chemical production, energy production, mining, pulp and paper and the leather and tanning industries.  The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal has led to the stopping of exports and dumping of hazardous wastes in developing countries. In rapidly industrializing, countries, however, the lack of waste treatment facilities is leading to dumping of wastes and overall water contamination.  Another challenge is the dumping of obsolete polluting technologies or “second-hand” polluting products.  How industry in cooperation with the relevant authorities can address these “cleaning-of-the past” issues is indeed a challenge for many industry sectors, in particular mining, chemicals and energy production.

B.  Changing industry production processes and products

46. The production patterns in OECD countries have been the main source of the global environmental problems that the world is currently facing. Simultaneously, new technologies are being developed without a proper assessment of their environmental and social impacts.

47. Business and industry in the OECD world have started developing the necessary knowledge and have been at the source of innovation that has led to progress in cleaner production.  More needs to be done, however, and at a quicker pace.  In addition, the increasing technology and resource gap between developed and developing countries is a barrier to sustainable development.

48. In this context, some of the key challenges facing business and industry are to: 

(s) Develop more actively cleaner processes, technologies and cleaner products, using a life cycle approach;

(t) Advance sustainable energy technologies;

(u) Facilitate the widespread access to and use of environmentally sound technologies, practices and products in all parts of the world;

(v) Develop environmental and social assessment of new technologies, as a precautionary approach;

(w) Develop training and education of all business and industry managers, to overcome the barriers created by the lack of knowledge and skills that have been identified in all reports;

(x) Develop better dialogue with all stakeholders globally and locally;

(y) Develop global reporting on sustainability performance using a standard format and key indicators that can be verified, as proposed by the Global Reporting Initiative;

(z) Address consumption issues through demand management.

C.  Ensuring integration amongst industry sectors

49. Much remains to be done in terms of integrating the economic, environmental and social dimensions in decision-making. The sector reports highlight the opportunities that exist should we improve our ability to integrate these opportunities, e.g., in improving resource use by linking technological innovation between different sectors.  

50. For example, intelligent use of information and communications technology can bring about spectacular advances in improving the operation of heating systems in buildings.  In parallel, the construction sector needs to fully address sustainability issues in an integrated way. 

51. In the field of transport, telematics can help bring about more efficient traffic control. In the automotive industry, equipment in vehicles is available to provide information on expected travel time, traffic jams and road works. The demand for inter-modality in the transport sector presents another example of the challenge of integration. The aviation sector report notes that partnerships in developing infrastructure and links with other transportation modes is the area where most progress still has to be made. Inter-modality can help guarantee consumers the most efficient and reliable transport systems. Reflecting on international research on integrated land-use and transport development in the 1990s, the railway sector highlights the fact that combinations between walking, bicycling, bus transport and rail transport are fundamental preconditions for sustainable urban development.

52. In another example of integrated planning, European manufacturers and retailers in the food and drink industry have been collaborating with transport service providers to optimize the flow of products to consumers and the management of returnables traffic. This is helping to reduce the environmental impact of their logistics.

D.  Developing innovative financing by the private sector

53. We have seen over the past decade a strong increase in foreign direct investment, but a decrease in official development assistance.  Much of increased foreign investments, however, are occurring in only a limited number of developing countries.  A large part of foreign direct investment has resulted from the privatization of previously state-owned industries.  The challenge is to ensure that this process also improves environmental performance.

54. Developing innovative financing mechanisms, linking private and public sector financing, and providing incentives to ensure sustainability of investments worldwide will be at the heart of sustainable development. Addressing the gap between developed and developing countries in this area is also crucial.

55. In its report the finance sector is frank in admitting that the financial community has been slow in taking up the link between financing and sustainability.  Credit, insurance and investment portfolios incorporate environmental risks and opportunities only to a limited extent.  Yet a more holistic and integrated approach to fiduciary responsibility is in the making.  Increasingly, financiers are paying close attention to the “upside” or revenue potential for firms that are proactively managing sustainability issues in a manner that not only minimizes risk but also generates increased sales and market share.  Evidently the business case for sustainable development is becoming clearer.

E.  Developing public-private sector partnerships

56. All sector reports highlight the crucial role of Governments, which have to provide the appropriate framework for industry in which to operate.  This framework should include a mix of regulatory, economic and voluntary instruments.  The reports also call for Governments to develop long-term policies.  It is in this context that private sector voluntary initiatives, in cooperation with non-governmental organizations and labour organizations, will be able to develop.  It is also in this context that the private sector needs to join hands with the public sector and develop innovative financing schemes, technology cooperation, education and capacity-building.

VII.  CONCLUSIONS AND THE WAY FORWARD

57. The initial conclusions of this preliminary review of industry’s progress in implementing Agenda 21 and related remaining challenges can be summarised as follows:

(aa) A number of industry sectors have addressed the sustainability challenges and made progress, in particular in the developed world.  Sectors that were at the forefront in the 1980s and 1990s such as pulp and paper, electroplating, chemicals, fertiliser production, iron and steel, and in some ways oil and gas, have certainly improved their performance.  A number of companies have demonstrated that leadership and sustainability is good business, even amongst their small and medium-sized enterprises.  The challenge is now to rapidly expand the corresponding practices and technologies in all companies at a global level, demonstrating that sustainability is good business. Innovative, new technologies that are resource efficient and sustainable also need to be promoted;

(ab) A number of sectors have started to develop sustainability approaches, but need to take a more proactive approach, including actively involving other stakeholders, such as non-governmental organizations and labour.  The construction, transport (including aviation), tourism, mining, food and drink sectors, are typical examples;

(ac) Reporting through a standard format and indicators should be widely used to provide the necessary management tools to measure progress and to ensure transparency and dialogue.  These reports should be independently verified;

(ad) Innovative financing mechanisms have to be developed that bring together public and private sector resources to ensure access to energy and water and to expand access to, and use of sustainable technologies;

(ae) Voluntary private sector initiatives can be useful as a complement to regulatory approaches and economic instruments;

(af) Consumption patterns need to be addressed in order to correct consumer demand. Business and industry must be involved in demand management for sustainability.

58. Key follow-up steps in the process facilitated by UNEP will include:

(ag) A round-table discussion at the second Preparatory Committee meeting on 5 February, 2002; 

(ah) The publication of the reports and their summaries by the fourth Preparatory Committee meeting;

(ai) The publication of the UNEP overview by the fourth Preparatory Committee meeting.

For more information:

Web site: www.uneptie.org
E-mail: unep.tie@unep.fr
LIST OF ACRONYMS

ACCA
Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 

ATAG
Air Transport Action Group 

BASD
Business Action for Sustainable Development

CERES
Coalition of Environmentally Responsible Economies

CIAA 
Confederation of the Food and Drink Industries of the EU 

CICA 
Confederation of International Contractors' Associations

EACA 
European Association of Communication Agencies 

EMAS
Eco-Management and Audit Scheme

EMS
Environmental management system(s)

FAO
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

FIDIC 
International Federation of Consulting Engineers 

FIEC 
European Construction Industry Federation

GeSI 
Global e Sustainability Initiative 

GMEF
Global Ministerial Environment Forum

GRI
Global Reporting Initiative

IAI
International Aluminium Institute

ICC
International Chamber of Commerce

ICCA 
International Council of Chemical Associations 

ICCL
International Council of Cruise Lines

ICLEI
International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives

IETC
International Environmental Technology Centre

IFA 
International Fertilizer Industry Association 

IFTO 
International Federation of Tour Operators 

IH-RA 
International Hotel & Restaurant Association 

IIF/IIR 
International Institute of Refrigeration 

IISI 
International Iron and Steel Institute (IISI)

IPIECA 
International Petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation Association 

IRU
International Road Transport Union

ISO
International Organisation for Standardisation

ISWA 
International Solid Waste Association 

IWA 
International Water Association 

OECD
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

OGP 
International Association of Oil and Gas Producers 

UIC 
International Union of Railways 

UNCTAD
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

UNDESA
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs

UNESCO
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

UNIDO
United Nations Industrial Development Organization

WBCSD
World Business Council for Sustainable Development

WCI 
World Coal Institute 

WFA 
World Federation of Advertisers 

WHO
World Health Organization

WSSD
World Summit on Sustainable Development

WTO 
World Tourism Organization 

WTTC 
World Travel and Tourism Council 
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�	Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (A/CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Vol. I), United Nations publications, Sales No.E.93.I.8 and corrigenda), vol.I, annex II, chap.30.


�	This process is supported financially by only a counterpart contribution from the Government of France and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which supported the Regional Roundtable for Africa.


�	In a district-heating project at the world's largest aluminium rolling mill in Germany, the surplus heat from the waste cleaning system on 13 melting furnaces is used for heating by 6500 people in a nearby housing estate. This replaces up to 3.9 million cubic meters of natural gas and in the process avoids some 10,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide being released annually.
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