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I.  INTRODUCTION

1. The present report is submitted in response to decision 20/6 of 5 February 1999 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  The decision, inter alia, requested the Executive Director to strengthen the secretariat to provide policy and advisory services, in particular, technical, legal and policy advice, in key areas of institution-building to Governments and regional and subregional institutions dealing with environmental matters.  Improvements in policy and advisory services are geared to improve access by the public to information on environmental matters and environmental policy instruments.  

2. The decision also requested the Executive Director to strengthen cooperation with Governments, other relevant organizations and entities, including secretariats of international environmental conventions, in activities related to policy and advisory services in key areas of institution-building.  Such cooperation was intended to ensure that such services are provided to Governments and relevant institutions in a coherent and coordinated manner in order to avoid duplication of efforts and economize on scarce resources.  For their part, Governments were urged to develop, as appropriate, environmental laws and regulations, as well as judicial and administrative procedures.  The way ahead for UNEP will be increased internet and Web site use while continuing to serve the needs of those on the wrong side of the digital divide.

3. Selective information and data used for the preparation of this report has been provided by all substantive Divisions of UNEP based on policy and advisory services provided to Governments and regional institutions.  Information is also based on the results of the various education and training seminars and workshops organized in different regions geared towards building the capacity of environmental institutions and developing laws and regulations in the field of environment.

II.  GENERAL OVERVIEW

4. The provision of policy and advisory services in key areas of institution-building is one of the core elements of the focused mandate of the revitalized and reformed UNEP.  In accordance with its revitalized mandate and enhanced role, UNEP has concentrated its activities in the last two years on five priority areas:

(a) Environmental information, assessment and research, including environmental emergency response capacity and strengthening of the early warning and assessment functions of UNEP;

(b) Enhanced coordination of environmental conventions and development of environmental policy instruments;

(c) Freshwater;

(d) Technology transfer and industry;

(e) Support to Africa.

To effectively implement its new vision in the five priority areas, UNEP adopted a functional approach to environmental challenges, which ensures coherent, integrated and coordinated activities within UNEP.  The approach avoids duplication of efforts and sustainable use of scarce resources as opposed to the traditional sectoral approach.

5. UNEP, as the principal United Nations body in the field of the environment, continues to play a pivotal role in catalysing and stimulating the process of institution-building at all levels to ensure effective delivery of services and application of resources.  Many developing countries and countries with economies in transition, however, still lack adequate and effective institutional capabilities to enable them to formulate and effectively implement policies and instruments aiming at sustainable development.  Consequently, there is a compelling need for the international community to assist and facilitate that process of building the appropriate national capabilities and institutions.  The support will enhance their ways and means of undertaking collective action to address transboundary environmental issues, and enable them to enforce and comply with their obligations under international environmental agreements.  Collective action will also be conducted through the organization of intergovernmental meetings, the promotion of intergovernmental policy dialogue, action plans and programmes decided on by the Governing Council or agreed by Governments. Such institution building is also facilitated through the creation of networks among Governments and other entities for the exchange of environmental information.

6. UNEP elements of policy and advisory services contributing to institution-building in countries both at national and regional levels fall in different categories such as:

(f) Advisory services on scientific and technical matters to assess environmental problems to identify realistic responses and develop and enhance national policies dealing with those problems, and provision of scientific and technical information on the environment and environmental assessment and management;

(g) Legal advisory services to develop, facilitate and/or strengthen national environmental legislation and institutions; 

(h) Provision of information concerning legal, economic and policy instruments and tools, including guidance materials, as well as provision of access to environmental information; 

(i) Convening of forums for policy dialogue, such as consensus-building workshops and training seminars for officials and stakeholders, as well as the transfer of skills and knowledge on selected environmental issues to clarify policy options and facilitate information exchange in order to help Governments make informed decisions.

III.  SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES BY THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME IN THE

AREAS OF CONCENTRATION RELATED TO INSTITUTION-BUILDING

[A].  Environmental information, assessment and research, including environmental emergency response

 capacity and strengthening of the early warning and assessment functions of the united nations

 environment programme 

1.  Environmental information and assessment

7. In the field of environmental information and assessment, UNEP kept the state of the world's environment under review through global and regional state-of-the environment reports.  It continued to provide early warning and information on emerging issues and environmental threats to alert policy makers and to facilitate the development of impact reduction strategies. These tasks are carried out at national and global levels by supporting networking, coordination and institution-building of key centres to improve information management and national and regional environmental assessments.  The key centres will be incorporated into the global state of the environment process. 

8. By promoting improved communication and networking technologies, UNEP facilitates the access by Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to unique sources of data and information.  UNEP also catalyses and makes use of targeted scientific research towards improved environmental information management in decision-making. 

9. In September 1999, UNEP launched the second Global Environment Outlook report (GEO-2000) as a comprehensive policy-relevant report on the state of the global environment, and an authoritative assessment of the environmental crisis facing humanity in the new millennium. A youth version of GEO-2000, Pachamama - Our Earth, Our Future, was launched in October 1999.  A CD-ROM with Pachamama and GEO-2000 is being used in preparing television series based on GEO-2000 and Pachamama and also in schools for awareness raising and environmental education.  UNEP has begun preparation of the third GEO report to be published in 2002.

10. The UNEP assessment capacity has been strengthened further by incorporating the World Conservation and Monitoring Center (WCMC) into UNEP.  WCMC has become the UNEP Global Biodiversity Information and Assessment Center.  As part of UNEP, WCMC will be well placed to continue its global assessments, and also to enhance the capacity of countries to handle information in support of decisions for sustainable development.  Particular emphasis will be placed on the needs of developing countries and multilateral environmental conventions.

11. With regard to assessment, information and monitoring of water resources, UNEP initiated the Global International Waters Assessment (GIWA) as the main assessment mechanism for providing policy and advisory services to analyse current problems, including their root causes, and develop scenarios for the future condition of the world's water resources.  The GIWA Coordination Office was established in Kalmar, Sweden in July 1999 to provide necessary guidance and policy advice. 

12. The UNEP global environmental information exchange network, INFOTERRA, is being reformed with a view to ensuring better public access to environmental information and for the purpose of increasing the capacity of the public to participate in environmental decision-making.  The reform aims at establishing a formal information service on environmental matters in the countries that are INFOTERRA network partners by forming a consortium of key environmental information providers and major user groups.  In response to a UNEP request to all 177 national focal points in October 1999, 34 countries have sent their draft programmes to implement their national environmental consortiums. 

13. UNEP has prepared and published a brochure on environmental capacity development. The brochure informs Governments, in particular, of developing countries and their environmental agencies as well as non-governmental organizations and others concerned with the environment about capacity development opportunities available from UNEP.   The brochure will encourage donors and other partners to join UNEP in meeting the urgent needs of global environmental capacity development.

14. The Global Resource Information Database (GRID) of UNEP contributes to the development of capacity for early warning of emerging environmental issues and threats.  Among the recently developed data sets are those in the areas of population and the terrestrial environment, transboundary resource issues and natural hazards.  The system is being refocused to concentrate on the integration of data from various sources to undertake assessment and early warning analysis.  UNEP designated GRID-Arendal as its key center on polar environmental assessment and early warning issues so as to keep the state of the environment in the polar regions under review.

15. The main focus of UNEP activities in environmental information and assessment is to promote the development of a cooperative assessment framework based on institutional regional networks. This requires a regional limit-targeted capacity-building for data management, assessment and reporting.  UNEP has been supporting the development of capacities, in terms of human resources and procedures, of national environment agencies and subregional organizations in the use of data and information for sound decision-making.  Common frameworks for multisectoral analysis and state-of-the environment reporting have been developed and made available to Governments.  This has been coupled with the development of the capacity of Governments and subregional institutions to undertake integrated environment assessment and reporting.

16. UNEP has continued to reach the public at large through the provision of advisory services to create environmental awareness to all sectors.  The initiatives have centered on reaching the media and audio-visual support, special events and children and youth.  To promote and assist the participation of a wide range of constituencies in environmental management through information sharing and increased understanding of environmental issues, between September 1999 to December 2000, 193 press releases, 18 press conferences and 75 information notes have been issued.

17. In June 2000, the first awards in the Local Initiatives Awards best practice scheme run by the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) were given in Dessau, Germany.  Along with DESA and the Earth Council, UNEP is a member of the Executive Committee.  These best practice awards covering governance for sustainable development, land resources management, freshwater management, atmospheric protection, and waste management are financially supported by the Saitama Prefectural Government of Japan which, together with ICLEI developed the scheme. 

1.  Response to environmental emergencies

18. UNEP has strengthened its environmental expertise to further improve its advisory services and policy guidance in its participation in coordinated responses of the United Nations system to disasters caused by natural phenomena, or natural phenomena coupled with the effects of human activities, or man-made disasters.  A coordinator for emergency response has been assigned to coordinate the respective activities within UNEP, with the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) and the other United Nations institutions including those based in Nairobi.  UNEP has been further developing core response services and capacities, including brokerage and clearing-house functions, establishing a global network of officially designated national focal points, improving the standard notification or request for assistance, and finalizing practical considerations for developing national environmental emergency response mechanisms.   A document on further improvement of environmental emergency prevention, preparedness, assessment, response and mitigation as well as the strategic framework for emergency prevention, preparedness, assessment, response and mitigation, available in document UNEP/GC.21/3/Add.1, will be reviewed by the Governing Council.

19. UNEP has provided or facilitated different types of assistance including advisory services in the long-term mitigation disasters, depending on the specific situations and national requests.  Consequently, UNEP has, jointly with UNCHS (Habitat) and/or Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), assessed the environmental and human settlements impacts caused by:

(j) Floods in China (January1999), Mozambique (March-April 2000) and Venezuela (2000);

(k) Liquid spill and suspended waste containing cyanide and heavy metals from a gold mine in Romania affecting Romania, Hungary and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (February-March 2000);

(l) Cyclone in the State of Orissa, India (October 1999), earthquakes in Turkey (December 1999) and land collapse at a waste disposal in the Philippines;

(m) Conflicts in the Balkans (1999);

(n) Refugees in Guinea;

(o) Drought in Kenya (August-September 2000).

20. The UNEP Awareness and Preparedness for Emergencies at Local Level (APELL) programme, which aims at promoting the prevention of industrial accidents and preparation of emergency response plans should accidents occur, undertook a number of initiatives in twelve countries to build the institutional capacity of those countries to be prepared for emergencies.

[B].  Enhanced coordination of environmental conventions and development

 of environmental policy instruments
2.  Coordination and support to environmental conventions

21. Since the twentieth session of the Governing Council, there have been seventeen major meetings of environmental conventions.  UNEP has provided policy and advisory services in the preparation of strategies regarding its participation in, contribution and support to each of these meetings.  It has, for instance, contributed to the implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa, through its advisory services on the success stories and Saving the Drylands Awards programme.  The programme has raised awareness and promoted exchange of information on replicable best practices in sustainable land-use and management and community participation.

2.  Revitalization of the regional seas programme, conventions and action plans
22. UNEP has continued to provide policy and advisory services and assistance to the Governments in the Northeast Pacific region to build their regional seas institutions through the development of a draft convention and draft action plan.  These drafts have been presented to a meeting of high-level government‑designated experts (May 2000).  

23. In the Northwest Pacific region, UNEP has continued to assist and provide guidance to the member States of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan (NOWPAP) to finalize the draft procedures for the establishment of a Regional Coordinating Unit (RCU) for the Northwest Pacific.  The draft procedures were adopted by the Fifth Intergovernmental Meeting of NOWPAP in March 2000.  

24. UNEP provided policy advice and assistance to the Parties to the two African regional seas conventions, namely, the Nairobi Convention for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and Coastal Areas of the Eastern African Region and the Abidjan Convention for Cooperation in the Protection and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the West and Central African Region, to convene their second and fifth meetings in November 1999 and March 2000.  Parties to these conventions are also being supported and assisted in the efforts to revitalize the instruments through collaborative joint institutional set up at the UNEP headquarters.  

25. UNEP, as secretariat of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA), has provided support to the regional seas programmes with advisory services and building necessary institutions for the implementation of existing protocols and development or revision of instruments on land-based activities.  Policy guidance on how to address municipal wastewater through the development and implementation of a strategic action plan including the development of policy guidelines has been provided to Governments.  To further strengthen institutional capacity of developing countries’ regional seas programmes, UNEP has facilitated the signing of twinning arrangement between the Helsinki Commission for Baltic Marine Environment Protection and Regional Seas Programme for the Eastern African Region and North-East Atlantic (OSPAR) Convention and the Abidjan Convention.  A detailed update on UNEP activities on the GPA will be available in a separate Governing Council information document.

26. For more update on the coordination and development of environmental conventions, see documents UNEP/GC/21/2 and UNEP/GC.21/4.

3.  Enforcement, compliance and implementation of conventions at global and regional levels

27. At global level, UNEP continues to raise awareness and provide policy and advisory services on issues related to environmental crime, illegal trade and/or traffic of endangered species or products as well as violations of the provisions of selected multilateral environmental agreements, namely, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.  In this regard, UNEP convened a workshop on enforcement of and compliance with multilateral environmental agreements (July 1999) where experts deliberated on the best mechanisms for ensuring effective enforcement of and compliance with the three multilateral environmental agreements.  The outcome was a two-volume publication:  Enforcement of and Compliance with agreements:  The Experience of CITES, Montreal Protocol and Basel Convention.

28. UNEP has continued to provide policy and advisory guidance in building and strengthening the capacities of enforcement institutions and established networking among relevant enforcement bodies through the creation of a specialized unit within UNEP on compliance and enforcement of multilateral environmental agreements.  A database on national enforcement focal point or persons has been established and updated regularly and shared among multilateral environmental agreements enforcement agencies globally.  As at 31 October 2000, 72 Governments had provided their designated focal point and/or persons.  

29. UNEP is currently providing technical, legal and policy advice to Governments and experts on the development of draft framework guidelines on effective national environmental enforcement and international cooperation in combating environmental crime and on compliance with multilateral environmental agreements.  The first preliminary meeting of the Working Group of experts was held in December 1999 to develop the draft elements for the guidelines.  To assist UNEP and facilitate the work of Governments in preparing documentation for the development of the guidelines, the Executive Director convened an informal meeting of a small geo–politically balanced group of experts in Nairobi from 13 to 15 November 2000.  The experts attending the meeting in their personal capacity reviewed documentation and advised on issues that still require closer reflection between then and the first meeting of the intergovernmental meeting of experts planned for April 2001. 

30. At the regional level, UNEP continues to provide necessary policy and advisory services to the Parties to the Lusaka Agreement on Co-operative Enforcement Operations Directed at Illegal Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora and the relevant bodies established under it.  In that regard, UNEP provided policy and advisory services and assisted the Parties in organizing two Governing Council meetings (March 1999 and July 2000). UNEP facilitated the establishment and launch of a regional institution, the Lusaka Agreement Task Force (June 1999), to spear headed the implementation of the Agreement.  Furthermore, advisory services necessary for the Agreement's institutional building were provided in the negotiation of the Headquarters Agreement for the regulation of the Task Force activities in Kenya (December 1999). 

31. A detailed update on UNEP activities in the field of compliance and enforcement of multilateral environmental agreements will be available in a separate Governing Council information document.

32. United Nations Environment Programme, jointly with the World Conservation Union (IUCN) and Organization of African Unity (OAU), has initiated a process for the revision of the 1968 African Convention for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources. Two inter-agency meetings (July and November 2000) have been held.  The meetings prepared, reviewed and provided concrete proposals and advise to be pursued by Governments on updating and revising the instrument as well as modalities and nature of advisory services to be provided to the African Governments in the revision process.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 2001. 

4.  Development of environmental policy

33. UNEP has promoted national and international health and environment related actions through awareness raising and capacity-building activities.  In the field of hazardous chemicals, UNEP worked jointly with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the World Health Organization on the prevention and control of mycotoxins contamination (March 1999), with the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and WHO on health impacts of climate change, and UNCHS (Habitat) on the development of urban environment policy.  The UNEP/UNCHS Joint Unit was established within UNEP in December 1999 to better coordinate activities in the field of the urban environment. 

34. The UNEP new policy direction lays emphasis on policy review and analysis and promotion of policy dialogue among major stakeholders concerning a range of critical environmental and sustainable development issues.  For instance, in recognition of the complexity of water issues, and the linkage between freshwater basins and coastal and marine environments, a new UNEP water policy and strategy has been developed and will be reviewed by the forthcoming Governing Councils.  UNEP has equally embarked on the development of policy review and analysis of sustainable land use, including soil management in view of the interconnections and inter-linkages between and amongst the respective UNEP policy elements relating to land, water, climate, biodiversity, industry, chemicals, technology, legal, economic and other instruments.

35. As the lead agency within the Interagency Task Force on Forests, UNEP continued with provision of policy and advisory services to facilitate the implementation of proposals of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests/Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IPF/IFF).  It assisted and co-sponsored four government-led initiatives, (two in Latin America in January and March 1999, one in Middle East in October 1999 and one in Africa in January 2000), in support of the programme of work of the IPF/IFF.

5.  Development of environmental instruments at global and regional levels

36. UNEP has continued to be proactive in supporting the development of multilateral environmental agreements at global and regional levels by providing legal, policy and advisory guidance and building relevant institutions for the environmental agreements.  In that regard, further progress was made in the development of a global legally binding instrument on persistent organic pollutants (POPs) through an intergovernmental negotiating committee convened by UNEP (the third and fourth sessions in September 1999 and March 2000).  The fifth session held in Johannesburg from 4 to 9 December 2000, finalized and adopted the final text of the POPs convention.  A diplomatic conference for the signing of the convention is scheduled to take place in Stockholm, from 22 to 23 May 2001.

37. Provision of legal assistance to the secretariat of the Association of Southeast Nations (ASEAN) for the development of a regional legal framework on transboundary air pollution, especially from haze and forest fires.  UNEP in collaboration with the ASEAN secretariat prepared the terms of reference of a feasibility study for a single ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution (August 1999).  The document was endorsed by the fourteenth Meeting of the Haze Technical Task Force and the eighth ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Haze.  A working group of legal and technical experts was established in 2000 and held its first meeting in May 2000 to review outline of the draft agreement and provided comments.  In September 2000, UNEP developed the first draft agreement which it submitted to the ASEAN secretariat which in turn circulated it to Governments for comments.

38. UNEP has provided legal policy and advisory service as well as support to the development and initiation of the Caspian Environment Programme, particularly through fostering the negotiation of the Caspian Sea Convention.  This initiative enhanced overall cooperation in the politically sensitive region and promoted consensus building in the environmental protection of the Caspian Sea.  The fifth and sixth meetings of experts from Caspian Riparian States for the preparation of a draft framework convention on the protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea were held in March and October 2000.  All contentious issues except institutional arrangements have been resolved.

39. UNEP has been actively supporting the secretariats of environmental conventions and their conferences of the parties in the development of new instruments under framework conventions such as:

(p) The Protocol on Land-based activities to the Cartagena Convention for the Protection and Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region (October 1999);

(q) The Protocol on Liability and Compensation for Damage Resulting from the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal (December 1999); and 

(r) The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological Diversity (January 2000).

6.  Legal advisory services and legal capacity-building

40. UNEP, in collaboration, with IUCN further developed an environmental law information database called ECOLEX, intended to provide policy and advisory services through global access to information on environmental law. ECOLEX, which is accessible at {http://www.ecolex.org}, benefits government officials, lawyers, academicians, non- governmental organizations and researchers, all over the world to enable them locate and analyze legal instruments and materials related to environmental management.  The first phase of the project is due to end in December 2000.  The project proposal for the second phase is being discussed and finalized.  The new phase will further ensure improvement on the database, its management and add new partners to it such as the FAO and environmental convention secretariats.  The Steering Committee meeting held in November 2000 agreed and decided on the integration of FAO database, FAOLEX and ECOLEX, on the division of responsibilities with UNEP playing the leading role and standing chair of the Committee.

41. In its efforts to further provide policy and advisory services in institutional capacity building, UNEP continues to organize the biennial Global Training Programmes in Environmental Law and Policy.  It convened the fourth training programme (November-December 1999) in which 49 experts from 48 countries around the globe were provided with environmental law information as well as opportunities for enhancing their skills.  The report of the training programme, including the papers and country reports presented and discussed have been compiled, edited and produced into a book, entitled The Fourth Global Training Programme on Environmental Law and Policy. 

42. In ensuring access to environmental justice and awareness in environmental litigation at regional level, UNEP organized a symposium for South-East Asian Justices on the Law on Sustainable Development in Manila (March 1999).  Participants from ten countries of the region attended and adopted a Manila Resolution on the Role of the Judiciary in the Promotion of Sustainable Development, which calls upon the Governments of the region to sensitize their judiciaries to an important role, they can play in the area.  In the Latin America and the Caribbean region, UNEP, in collaboration with the Mexican Federal Attorney General's Office for Environmental Protection, organized a symposium on Access to Environmental Justice in Latin America (January 2000) which led to the adoption of a declaration. 

43. UNEP has organized and provided technical expertise necessary for the enhancement of institutions in the Asia and the Pacific region for the effective implementation of environmental conventions through training workshops on the implementation of the Basel Convention (March 1999), biodiversity related conventions and Kyoto Protocol (October 1999).  National workshops have also been held in eleven countries (Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet Nam,) on the national mechanisms and institutions required for the enforcement of the Kyoto Protocol.  To further create awareness on environmental management, environmental law has been incorporated in the post-graduate course in Applied Environmental Management at the Asian Institute of Technology.

44. In the context of the UNEP/IUCN/REC/ECENC Biodiversity Service, UNEP has provided policy and technical advice to Governments on the methodology for the assessment of the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity.  It supported the development of a CD-ROM on biodiversity for Central and Eastern Europe and preparation of a brochure on biodiversity services on assistance in implementing national biodiversity strategies and action plans.

45. UNEP, in association with United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, held an international round table on mining and the environment to discuss guidelines for mining operations (November 1999).  The guidelines cover areas of exploration, operation and rehabilitation of mine sites and will provide input and models for countries seeking to review their environmental policy concerning the minerals sector.

46. At national level, advisory and policy guidance has been provided by UNEP to the Armenia, Belarus and the Russian Federation in the harmonization of environmental laws with a view to developing a holistic legal system in the Commonwealth of Independent States countries.  This project has promoted an innovative approach towards the harmonization of environmental legislation, and has also enhanced governments' environmental policies and the effectiveness of environmental legislation. 

47. UNEP has continued to provide legal advisory services to assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition in developing national environmental legislation and institutions.  During the reporting period, UNEP provided such assistance to twenty-four countries:  Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives and Viet Nam, in the Asia and Pacific region; Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Mauritania, Mozambique, Niger, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, United Republic of Tanzania and Uganda in Africa; El Salvador, Honduras and Peru in the Latin America and Caribbean region.

48.
For a detailed update on UNEP activities in advisory services and institutional building, see document UNEP/GC.21/4.

[C].  Freshwater

49. On the issue of freshwater, focusing especially on assisting urban authorities, through the Japan-based International Environmental Technology Center (IETC), UNEP continued to assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition to use environmentally sound technologies to address urban and freshwater basin environmental problems.  The support has enabled these countries to focus on water resource management, including groundwater and water use efficiency, sewage, solid waste, wastewater and storm water, air quality management, urban sprawl, land contamination and noise management.  UNEP, in collaboration with UNCHS (Habitat), continued to support the Sustainable Cities Programme, for instance, in Shenyang, China on freshwater management. 
50. UNEP continues to collaborate with other GEF implementing agencies in the implementation of international waters projects.  Advisory and technical services and support are being provided by UNEP for the implementation and/or preparation of 55 international waters projects as requested by over 130 countries.  They range from river basins such as those of the Danube, Mekong, Okavango, Senegal, Volta and Upper Paraguay rivers to shared lake basins such as those of Lakes Malawi, Ohrid, Titicaca and Victoria as well as Lake Xingkai/Khanka (China/Russian Federation border) funded by Japan.  These global efforts have enhanced cooperation between and amongst the GEF implementing agencies and strengthened regional and national institutions to effectively execute the projects.

51. UNEP has continued to deliver information on environmentally sound technology to developing countries and countries with economies in transition to address urban and freshwater basin environmental problems, including water resource management, sewage and solid waste.  UNEP is providing policy and advisory services to the ongoing global debate on the management of groundwater, on international acquifers, on water and small island states, on water and dams, on desalination, on water for mega-cities as well as on water demand management challenges.  In this regard, UNEP is participating in the discussions within the World Water Council.

52. UNEP is undertaking institutional-building initiatives for the preparation of a regional programme of action on land-based activities for the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden in cooperation with Regional Organization for Conservation of Marine Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.  At national level, advisory services and assistance have been provided to countries, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka to prepare national action programmes on land-based activities.

53. To ensure proper integration of river basins and coastal areas management, UNEP, in cooperation with the Regional Activity Centre of the Mediterranean Action Plan, has prepared for use by Governments, conceptual framework and planning guidelines for integrated river basin and coastal area management.  In this regard, advisory services are provided in the execution of a demonstration project in the Cetina River basin and associated coastal areas of Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

54. For further update on freshwater issues see documents UNEP/GC.21/2 and UNEP/GC.21/Add.1.
[D].  Technology transfer and industry

55. UNEP has improved countries' understanding of the interlinkages and complementarities between trade, environment and development through research, country studies and consensus building activities.  The UNEP country studies, in particular, for developing countries and countries with economies in transition are enhancing their capacities to assess the environmental impacts of trade liberalization and to develop policy response measures to correct negative impacts while strengthening positive ones.  Over the past two years, UNEP has worked with national institutions and Governments in six countries, namely, Bangladesh, Chile, India, the Philippines, Romania and Uganda on capacity-building for integrating environmental considerations into development planning and decision-making, in which all case studies and a synthesis report were published. 
56. Consensus-building activities brought together experts and decision makers to identify options to carry forward the trade-environment agenda focusing on multilateral environmental agreements and multilateral trade agreements, on subsidies and the environment, as well as on the Agreement of Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and the environment.  Twenty countries with economies in transition were assisted by UNEP as part of a regional initiative to help countries with economies in transition comply with the trade and licensing provisions of the Montreal Protocol and prevent illegal trade in ozone-depleting substances.  The assistance included the provision of technical advisory services required for the development and translation of a training module and other information and organization of three regional training workshops on the establishment and enforcement of import and export licensing systems for ozone-depleting substances. 

57. In response to the increasing need for capacity-building in developing countries and countries with economies in transition, UNEP and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) jointly launched a Capacity-Building Task Force on Trade, Environment and Development in February 2000.  The Task Force combines the unique strengths of UNEP to build capacities in environmental aspects of trade, and of UNCTAD to build capacities in the developmental aspects of trade.  By enhancing synergies between UNEP and UNCTAD, and drawing on the two organizations' technical expertise and comparative advantages, the Task Force will make resources available to a wider range of beneficiaries.  Through research, training and country studies, it will enhance countries' ability to understand the developmental benefits that accrue when environmental considerations are integrated into national economic and trade policies.  The Task Force will also raise countries' awareness of the need to ensure that international environmental and trade policy regimes remain mutually supportive and consistent.  

58. UNEP continues to support the Montreal Protocol through the Multilateral Fund and GEF, whilst addressing the interlinkages with the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol.  It has facilitated discussion with private sector stakeholders on advancing assistance to developing countries and countries with economies in transition to implement the Montreal Protocol and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, addressing their needs on issues of a cross-cutting nature under the two agreements.  UNEP has further assisted countries with economies in transition with better understanding of policy and technical issues related to the Montreal and Kyoto Protocols by organizing and participating in the Baltic States ozone and climate change network meeting in June 2000.  

59. UNEP continues to provide support to developing countries, particularly low-volume consuming countries in 90 country programmes and 76 institutional strengthening projects that strengthen national capacities to coordinate and monitor ozone-depleting substances phase-out activities.  These projects strengthen local management capacity required for the countries to successfully comply with the Montreal Protocol.  A handbook on data reporting under the Montreal Protocol has been developed and disseminated as a guide to assist national ozone units improve data reporting to the Multilateral Fund and ozone secretariats.

60. UNEP contributed to the implementation of climate change agreements by promoting global use of renewable and non-carbon energy resources, increased end-use efficiency and improvement of the overall management of energy systems.  It organized workshops on the Clean Development Mechanism to provide platforms for discussion where expert officials from developing countries identified their needs and opportunities (including those for integrated regional approaches). 

61. In the area of technology transfer and industry, UNEP provided institutional support and advisory services for the continued implementation of the cleaner production programme under joint UNEP/United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) umbrella.  New National Cleaner Production Centers began operation in Guatemala and Morocco, bringing the total number to 16; additional centres were announced for Croatia, Ethiopia, Kenya, Macedonia and Mozambique.

62. UNEP continues to assist countries in enhancing their capacities to undertake assessments of the environmental effects of trade liberalization.  Following a first round of country projects in Bangladesh, Chile, India and Uganda completed in late 1999, a second round of country projects has been initiated in Argentina, China, Ecuador, Nigeria, Senegal and Tanzania, with enhanced capacity-building and policy implementation elements.  Case studies for the first round of country projects were discussed at a meeting in December 1999.  Six case studies for the second round of country projects were discussed in Geneva, in October 2000.

63. UNEP continues to enhance the capacities of countries in the use of economic instruments.  Four country projects have been initiated in Chile, Kenya, Philippines and Romania.  An Environmental Impact Assessment Training Manual and the environmental impact assessment:  Issues, trends and practice for use by countries, in particular, developing countries and countries with economies in transition in their development projects and activities is under preparation.  The documents will be customized to country-specific environmental impact assessment training courses to build and enhance capacity in conducting environmental impact assessment proactively.  
64. UNEP continued to enhance capacity-building activities through the Financial Services Initiative and used the initiative to develop an integrated approach to environmental issues and advance environmentally sustainable investments.  A number of national and regional workshops have been conducted in Australia, Japan and Sweden with Governments to promote awareness raising, consultations and dialogue to identify national policies that encourage investments that support sustainable development.  

65. UNEP has instituted measures to help countries reduce and/or eliminate the release of POPs, including promoting the exchange of information and expertise on POPs among Governments.  It has provided guidance on alternatives to POPs, helping countries identify the sources of and adequate destruction sites for PCBs, identify sources of dioxin and furan release.  It has continued to assist countries to build national capacities to replace and reduce or eliminate releases of POPs through awareness training and pilot projects.  Global awareness of POPs has been promoted through extensive communication and outreach efforts, while databases and an information clearinghouse on POPs have been established.

[E].  Support to Africa

66. Under the overall supervision and policy guidance of an inter-agency steering committee comprised of the World Bank, UNDP, IUCN, FAO, UNEP and the Dutch Government, the Joint Project on Environmental Law and Institutions in Africa has enhanced the capacity of the countries in, inter alia, the development and/or strengthening of environmental law and institutions and enforcement of environmental law.  Human resources capacities have been strengthened and enhanced through training seminars and workshops, provision of environmental law materials and establishment of national resource centers, to mention but a few.  The first phase (1994-2000) of the project has benefited seven countries, namely, Burkina Faso, Malawi, Mozambique, Sao Tome & Principe as well as the East African countries of Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. 

67. On the development of environmental laws, the first phase of the UNEP/UNDP/Dutch Joint Project ending in December 2000 has supported twenty three countries in developing and adopting environmental laws and sectoral implementing regulations four countries, namely, Burkina Faso (12); Malawi (5); Sao Tome & Principe (4), Uganda (2).  Twenty four other environmental laws and regulations have been developed in four countries but not yet adopted by Parliaments, namely, Kenya (7), Tanzania (7), Uganda (4) and Mozambique (6).  

68. On legal training and capacity-building at national level, 171 legal experts from nine countries have been trained in environmental law and policy.  In addition, 15 lawyers from Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania have been trained in the development and harmonization of selected environmental laws.  One hundred and sixteen judges, magistrates, private advocates and prosecutors have been trained in environmental litigation and judicial intervention in environmental cases in Malawi (41), Kenya (42) and Uganda (40).  Eighty-eight members of parliament in Kenya (53) and Burkina Faso (35) have participated in awareness raising workshops in environmental legislation.  At a regional level, 38 industrialists from ten countries have been trained on the role of the industries on the enforcement of environmental laws.  In addition, 40 judges from nine countries and 54 attorneys from 12 countries were trained on judicial intervention in environmental cases. 

69. On the provision of legal and technical information in the field of environmental law, the first phase has published and shared with African countries eight volumes of the Compendia of Environmental Laws of African Countries plus two Supplements, Framework Laws and EIA Regulations.  Also shared are two Volumes of a Compendia of Judicial Decisions on Matters Related to the Environment.  It has published three other books:  Industries and Enforcement of Environmental Law in Africa, Implementation of Conventions Related to Biological Diversity in Africa and eight volumes of Development and harmonization of environmental laws in the East African Region and three special bulletins on environmental law.  

70. In the field of environmental education and training, UNEP has increasingly focused on advisory and clearing-house services to Governments, civil society organizations, academia, schools and individuals on institutional policies, plans and programmes. Consequently, advisory service and policy guidance were provided in implementation of the African Regional Environmental Action Learning (REAL) Programme (February 2000), Networking for Environmental Conservation in Eastern Africa (May 2000) and, on the environmental education of teachers training programme in Somalia.  Other advisory services include development of a guideline on environmental action learning to institutionalize education and training as a component for rehabilitating and sustaining the Nairobi rivers. 

71. In order to effectively meet the needs of Africa, UNEP facilitated the preparation of a comprehensive strategy document, "Joining Hands", which contains innovative, concrete and realistic action proposals to deal with the complex and emerging environmental concerns of Africa.  The policy goals and strategy outlined in this document include restructuring of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) to enable it to address the region's environmental challenges and demands more effectively and create greater awareness raising of global change and international policies on environmental issues.   It also provides strategies for capacity-building activities in the areas of environmental law and institutions, resource mobilization activities to assist in the implementation of African environmental programmes and enhanced collaboration with the private sector and civil society, including women in the area of environmental management. 

72. In the area of environmental conventions, UNEP supported African negotiators in international environmental negotiation meetings with policy and advisory services in building African common position on various environmental negotiated issues. These included organization of the AMCEN consultations on biosafety negotiations in January-August 1999 and organization of African preparatory conferences for conference of the parties to the Convention to Combat Desertification (September-October 1999). 

73. UNEP has established and developed capacity of National Ozone Units in 40 African countries which have been networked through two regional networks to facilitate implementation of the Montreal Protocol.  These National Ozone Units met twice in 1999 to share their experiences and promote regional cooperation.  UNEP participated and provided advisory services in the Africa Workshop on Greenhouse Gas Inventory (GHG) held in January 1999. The workshop prepared policies for the Clean Development Mechanism by assisting in the identification of sources and sinks of greenhouse gases, which will be a useful tool for promoting harmonized implementation of relevant environmental conventions in Africa.

74. The first UNEP round table on cleaner production for Africa took place in August 2000.  The round table, jointly organized by UNEP, UNIDO and the Carl Duisberg Gesellschaft, provided a platform for information and experience exchange on clean production processes, promote networking among various cleaner production practitioners and stakeholders.  It developed a common agenda for cleaner production promotion in Africa, established links between cleaner production and sustainable development.     
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