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The Governing Council, 

Noting Commission on Sustainable Development decision 7/1, 


Also noting paragraph 5 of the Malmö Ministerial Declaration, as well as the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, in particular chapter XII,


Noting further the ongoing work aimed at improving the knowledge base on the state of the marine environment, including activities being carried out within the framework of the Global International Waters Assessment, the Global Ocean Observing System and the United Nations Atlas of the Oceans, 

1. Welcomes the reports published by the Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection entitled  “A sea of troubles” and “Protecting the oceans from land-based activities - Land-based sources and activities affecting the quality and uses of the marine, coastal and associated freshwater environment”; 


2. Recognizes that the report “A sea of troubles” identifies “ineffective communication between scientists and government policy makers and the public alike” as one of the reasons for the lack of commitment and the inability of the international community to address and solve the environmental problems of the seas in a comprehensive way;


3. Requests the Executive Director, in co-operation with the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and other United Nations agencies and in consultation with the Environmental Management Group, to explore the feasibility of establishing a regular process for the assessment of the state of the marine environment, with active involvement by governments, building on ongoing assessment programmes;


Also requests the Executive Director to submit a progress report on this issue to it at its twenty-second session.
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