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GLOBAL MINISTERIAL ENVIRONMENT FORUM
DRAFT DECISIONS SUBMITTED BY THE WORKING GROUP ON CHEMICALS

2.  Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals

 and Pesticides in International Trade

The Governing Council,

Recalling chapter 19 of Agenda 21 and its decisions 18/12 of 26 May 1995, 19/13 A of 7 February 1997, SS.V/5 of 22 May 1998 and 20/22 of 4 February 1999,

Noting with appreciation the work done by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee in overseeing the implementation of the interim prior informed consent procedure and in preparing for the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties,

Concerned about the slow progress in ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention,

1.
Calls upon States and regional economic integration organizations entitled to do so to ratify, accept, approve or accede to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, with a view, as underscored in the Priorities of Action beyond 2000 adopted by the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety at its third session, to its entry into force as soon as possible, preferably by the Forum at its fourth session in 2003.  All efforts should be made to ensure that the necessary procedures are put into place so that countries can successfully implement the Convention in a prompt manner; 

2.
Also calls upon States and regional economic integration organizations to make voluntary contributions to the trust fund established by the United Nations Environment Programme in order to support the interim arrangements and the operation of the Conference of the Parties until the end of the fiscal year in which the first meeting of the Conference of Parties takes place, and to ensure the full and effective participation of developing countries and countries with economies in transition in the further work of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee;

3.
Requests the Executive Director to report to the Governing Council at its twenty-second session on the progress in implementing the interim prior informed consent procedure and in preparing for the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties, as well as the present decision.

3.  Convention for implementing international action on certain persistent organic pollutants


The Governing Council, 

Recalling its decisions 18/32 of 25 May 1995, 19/13 C of 7 February 1997 and 20/24 of 4 February 1999 on persistent organic pollutants,


Noting with appreciation that through the “POPs Club” funding effort, Governments and other actors in a position to so provided the necessary financial resources to enable the full and effective functioning of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for an International Legally Binding Instrument for Implementing International Action on Certain Persistent Organic Pollutant as called upon in paragraph 17 of Governing Council decision 19/13 C,

Having considered the report of the Executive Director on international action to protect human health and the environment through measures which will reduce and/or eliminate emissions and discharges of persistent organic pollutants, including the development of a legally binding instrument (UNEP/GC.21/2),

1.
Welcomes the completion of the negotiations of the convention for implementing international action on certain persistent organic pollutants 
/ which was accomplished before the end of the year 2000 as requested in paragraph 12 of its decision 19/13 C;

2.
Calls on Governments and regional economic integration organizations to adopt and thereafter sign the Convention at the Conference of Plenipotentiaries to be held in Stockholm from 22 to 23 May 2001;

3.
Encourages countries to ratify, accept, approve or accede to the Convention with a view to its entry into force as soon as possible, preferably by 2004, as underscored in the Priorities of Action beyond 2000 adopted by the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety at its third session;

4.
Authorizes the participation of the secretariat of the United Nations Environment Programme in an interim secretariat and in a secretariat to the Convention, if so decided by the Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Convention provided that such arrangements are satisfactory to the Executive Director and that costs are met through extrabudgetary resources;

5.
Requests the Executive Director to promote full cooperation between such a secretariat and the secretariats of other relevant conventions, in particular with respect to the development of support to Governments in developing implementation plans;

6.
Urges the Executive Director through the interim secretariat of the Convention to assist in the implementation of relevant resolutions of the Diplomatic Conference with a view to facilitating capacity‑building, early entry into force and financing;

7.
Invites the Executive Director to take actions to facilitate voluntary implementation of the Convention prior to its entry into force if such action is called for by the Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Convention;


8.
Appeals to Governments as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and the private sector to provide sufficient financial resources necessary for implementation of interim arrangements for the Convention prior to its first Conference of the Parties;

9.
Requests the Executive Director to continue taking actions as requested by the Governing Council in its decision 19/13 C, including the immediate actions identified in paragraph 13 of that decision;

10.
Encourages Governments as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and the private sector to provide financial and in-kind contributions for supporting implementation of the immediate actions as called for in paragraph 13 of Governing Council decision 19/13 C;

11.
Requests the Executive Director to invite the Council of the Global Environment Facility to take into account the relevant resolutions of the Stockholm Diplomatic Conference and consider ways and means of implementing them.
27.  Mercury assessment

The Governing Council,


Having considered the status report of the Executive Director regarding the work of the United Nations Environment Programme Chemicals Unit in the past biennium,

Noting with appreciation the accomplishment of the Executive Director in the chemicals management area,

Recalling the Barrow Declaration on the occasion of the Second Ministerial Meeting of the Arctic Council, in which the Council noted that releases of mercury have harmful effects on human health and may damage ecosystems of environmental and economic importance, and called upon the United Nations Environment Programme to initiate a global assessment of mercury that could form the basis for appropriate international action in which the Arctic States would participate actively,

Recognizing that scientific studies have established that mercury cycles globally,

Noting the decision of the Executive Body for the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution, arising from the concern of delegates about mercury as a global pollutant, to invite the United Nations Environment Programme to initiate an assessment of mercury and to consider future action,

[Underlining the need to take measures in a preventive and precautionary manner to protect human health and the environment]

OR

[Mindful of the precautionary approach as set forth in Principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development]

OR

[Acknowledging that precaution and prevention [should be][are] important considerations in measures taken by Governments to protect human health and the environment],

Invites the Executive Director, in cooperation with other members of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals, to initiate an expeditious, open, transparent and inclusive process that includes contributions from Governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and the private sector to undertake a global assessment of mercury and its compounds to be presented to the Governing Council at its session in 2003, which will include the following elements:

(a)
To summarize existing information including recent authoritative reviews of the chemistry, including transformation and methylation processes, toxicology, and impacts of mercury on human health and the environment;

(b)
To compile and summarize existing information concerning the global natural and anthropogenic sources of mercury;

(c)
To consolidate and analyse information regarding relevant environmental long-range transport and the origin, pathways, deposition and transformation of these substances on a global scale;


(d)
To examine and describe the sources of release of mercury to the environment, and the current production and use patterns of mercury as a global commodity;


(e)
To compile and summarize information about prevention and control technologies and practices, and their associated costs and effectiveness, that could reduce and/or eliminate releases of mercury, including the use of suitable substitutes, where applicable;

   
(f)
To describe ongoing actions and compile information about future plans at the national, subregional or regional levels for controlling releases, and limiting use and exposures, including waste management practices;


(g)
To outline options for addressing significant global adverse impacts of mercury, inter alia, by reducing and or eliminating the use, emissions, discharges and losses of mercury and its compounds; improving international cooperation; and ways to enhance risk communication.   


(h)
To provide, for elements (a) through (f), a summary description of scientific and technical information needs and data gaps.

2.
Requests the Executive Director to report on the results of the assessment to the Governing Council at its twenty-second session, and agrees to consider whether there is a need for assessments of other heavy metals of possible global concern at that session.

Lead in gasoline

The Governing Council,

Recalling the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, adopted by the General Assembly at its nineteenth special session in 1997, in which the Assembly emphasized the importance of accelerating the process of eliminating the unsafe uses of lead, including the use of lead in gasoline, worldwide,

Concerned about the health risks to humans, especially children, caused by exposure to lead in gasoline,


Acknowledging the important role and responsibility of industry and other stakeholders in the chemicals area,


1.
Calls upon Governments who have not yet done so to eliminate the use of lead in gasoline; 


2.
Urges Governments, intergovernmental organizations, the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety and civil society to participate actively in assisting national governments in this phase-out, including by making available information, technical assistance, capacity-building, and funding necessary to enable developing countries, especially least developed countries and countries with economies in transition, to take an active part in the phase-out. 
Chemicals management

The Governing Council,

Aware of the concerns of the international community regarding the sound management of chemicals, as expressed in chapter 19 of Agenda 21,

[Underlining the need to take measures in a preventive and precautionary manner to protect human health and the environment,]

OR

[Mindful of the precautionary approach as set forth in principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,]

OR

[Acknowledging that precaution and prevention [should be][are] important considerations in measures taken by governments to protect human health and the environment,]

Also underlining the need to closely integrate control of chemicals and pollution control, 

Recalling its decision 19/13 of February 1997 and its decision 20/23 of 4 February 1999, 

Taking note of the progress made by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee preparing for the entry into force of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade,

Welcoming the completion of the negotiations of the future Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants,

Considering the note by the Executive Director on options for enhanced coherence and efficiency among international activities related to chemicals (UNEP/GC.21/INF/20),

Acknowledging the important role and responsibility of industry and other stakeholders in the chemicals area,

Underlining the importance for all sectors of society of transparency and accessibility of information, including classification and labelling of chemicals, in the sound management of chemicals,

Stressing the need to strengthen international cooperation in the field of chemicals management in order to enhance coherence and efficiency,

Promoting the implementation of the priorities outlined in the Bahia Declaration on Chemical Safety in all countries, including least developed countries and countries with economies in transition, 

Acknowledging the work accomplished under chapter 19 of Agenda 21 and the action priorities adopted at the third session of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety,

Noting that much needs to be done to accomplish the intent of chapter 19, including the commitment to seek ways of securing greater and more stable flows of resources to enable further work on existing agreements and priorities,

1. Welcomes and supports the Bahia Declaration and the Priorities for Action beyond 2000 adopted by the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety at its third session in Salvador da Bahia, Brazil in October 2000;

2. Emphasizing the essential role of sound management of chemicals in sustainable development and the protection of human health and the environment, requests the Executive Director to act as a recipient of and disseminator for the information made available pursuant to chapter II, paragraph 2 of the Bahia Declaration, and to assist in the development of an information exchange network on capacity-building for the sound management of chemicals;

3. Invites individual countries to share their national experiences in chemicals management with the Executive Director, as appropriate, to assist in capacity-building efforts as outlined in the Bahia Declaration and the Priorities for Action beyond 2000;

4. Requests the Executive Director to report to it at its twenty-second session on the United Nations Environment Programme’s contribution to the implementation of the Bahia Declaration and the Priorities for Action beyond 2000;

5. Requests the Executive Director, in consultation with governments, the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals, the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety and other relevant organizations and stakeholders, to examine the need for a strategic approach to international chemicals management and to prepare a report on this subject for detailed consideration at the seventh special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum in 2002;

6. Urges Governments, the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals, the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety and other relevant organizations and stakeholders to participate actively in this process.

-----




(	Reissued for technical reasons.





�/	For the text of the convention as agreed by the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for an International Legally Binding Instrument for Implementing International Action on Certain Persistent Organic Pollutants at its fifth session, see UNEP/POPS/INC.5/7.
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