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Honourable Ministers, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is an honour and a pleasure for me to be here this evening to share with you my experiences and that of the Kamurugu Agricultural Development Initiative of Mbeere and Embu Districts in Eastern Kenya.

I was particularly honoured late last year to be given the title of UN in Kenya Person of the Year.

This recognition came as a great surprise to me and I must add to my community as well. What I have achieved could not have been done alone. The Kamurugu Agricultural Development Initiative is a grassroots support organization working in Eastern Kenya.

For more than three decades, this area has suffered from poverty and environmental degradation – two of the issues on the table at this Governing Council. The success of the project with which I am associated is the realization of the concept “Think Globally Act Locally”.

To act locally requires many things, political goodwill, human and financial resources and most of all a commitment from those who are affected.

Like the video we saw this morning said It Can be Done. It is possible to change the situation of helplessness and hopelessness to a situation where people live with more dignity and where respect for the environment is one of the values exhalted. When we address the issue of poverty, we will take a vital step in eliminating the use of natural resources for sheer survival.
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The reality I have experienced is that when and where people have an income, they stop the destruction of forests, they no longer cut down trees to sell charcoal and they use natural resources in a more sustainable way. 

For example, in my community, we have rehabilitated the forests by successfully encouraging tree planting and by distributing seedlings to farmers. This in turn, has helped combat soil erosion.

We have turned the shrubs in what was once a barren land into mango and pawpaw orchards.

We have trained over 5000 farmers in fruit tree production and management.

We have also facilitated communities to implement 20,000 km of terraces on different farms, the construction of 400 km of feeder roads and five earth dams.

We also trained more than 1,000 farmers in bee keeping techniques and in honey harvesting and refining. This has helped the farmers increase their hives, and their income-generating capabilities.

While the poor can do their part to redress their plight, I would like to appeal to Governments, my own included, and the international community to do its part to make poverty eradication a reality. Those of us in the field cannot do it alone.

Thank you.
