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Coordinating Ministry of People’s Welfare of the Republic of Indonesia 

Mr. President, 
The Honourable Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director of UNEP,

Honourable Ministers and Heads of Delegation,

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be able to present at twenty-six UNEP Global Ministerial Environment Forum 2011.  I am deeply honored to address such distinguished audience to discuss the issue of green economy. This forum is essential as a medium for exchanging views and ideas to offer solutions and way forward in synergizing economic growth and environmental preservation.    
Climate change is real, water flooding and landslide occurs in many countries, natural disaster, extreme winter and heavy snow destroy our environment. Those all may affect the global economy and may increase poverty level and put more pressure on the poverty alleviation. That is why the theme “Green Economy: Benefits, Opportunities and Challenges of a Green Economy Transition” is one that is timely and opportune. The environmental as well as economic challenges of today are multifaceted and complex. These challenges require that economic development not only boosts real growth, but it must also be in line with environmental sustainability and poverty alleviation. 
With this notion, Indonesia welcomes the Nusa Dua Declaration of the UNEP Global Ministerial Environment Forum in February 2010, in which Ministers acknowledged the need to advance the concept of green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty alleviation. Indonesia views green economy as a vehicle towards the full attainment of sustainable development. Implementing green economy internalizes and takes account of externalities costs in our development process, achieving a better balance in the economic, social, and environment dimensions. This ensures sustainable and inclusive growths and enhances the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.
Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates, 

In our perspective, green economy should be conducted in the context of development that is pro-poor, pro-job, pro-growth and pro-environment. Hence, the green economy needs to be translated as an inclusive policy which aims on resources efficiency, eradicating poverty, creating decent jobs, and ensuring sustainable economic growth. In this regard, we are proud to inform the forum that Indonesia has translated the green economy concept into its strategic long term national development plan for 2005-2025  as a basis for planning which includes the goal of a “green and everlasting Indonesia”.  
Another initiative in addressing climate change, our government stands by its commitment to reduce our greenhouse gases emission nationally by 26 percent relative to the business as usual level by 2020. This will be done through our national budget. With the support form our international partners, we are confident that we can reduce this emission further by 15 percent and thus constitute a reduction of as much as 41 percent. Indonesia has also identified the peat emission, forestry, energy, agriculture, waste, and transportation sectors as the key activities for reducing greenhouse gases emission.

As for energy saving initiative, Indonesia has taken kerosene to liquid petroleum gas conversion initiative which contributes to subsidy saving of approximately US $2.38 billion. It covered 45,558 million household in 16 provinces out of 33 provinces in 2010. During the last three years program, the kerosene consumption declined at the level of 20 percent. The energy-subsidy saving could be used to finance the education, infrastructure, agriculture, and health for a better future generation.
Furthermore, Indonesian Ministry of Forestry initiates a national campaign on “One Billion Indonesian Trees for the World”. The similar program has been initiated in 2007-2009, “Day and Month of Indonesia Trees Plant” in 2008, and “One Person One Tree” in 2009. The main objective of this program is to increase the community welfare around the forest and at the same time increase the awareness to protect the forest itself. It is our interest to manage and preserve the tropical forests.
With regard to transportation sector, the government continuously looks for ways to strengthen controls over vehicle emissions and to develop the lean-burn engine, which offers a far better long-term solution than the three-way catalyst, in terms of carbon dioxide and the greenhouse effect. In 2011 the government limits the private automobile to use subsidized gas. That is an example of using market-based incentives to promote good environmental practice. 
The Ministry of Agriculture also introduced of natural-bio fertilizer, the main aim is to reduce chemical inputs to the soil and bringing forward measures to deal with the complex problem of nitrates in water. Furthermore, Indonesia has coordinated all Ministries to have the same understanding on Green Economy.  Responding to the strategy concept developed by UNEP, named Green Economy Initiatives, Ministers acknowledged that this strategy should always take note of the existing challenges to mainstream green economy.
Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates, 
It is in our view that a bottom up approach needs to be ensured in implementing green economy. The policies and strategies for the transition to green economy must be taken at national level, and not be made as multilateral or international prescribed conditionality. Moving toward a green economy entails a process of transition that requires both developed and developing countries undertake fundamental changes in the design and implementation of economic, social and environmental policies. 
It is important to emphasize that given their level of development and readiness; developing countries will require considerable assistance to move towards green economy. In this regard, I believe that breakthrough in financing, technological development and transfer of technology as well as capacity building is vital to enable developing nations to embrace fully towards green economy.
To conclude, let me reiterate my fervent hope that this Ministerial Forum will result in focusing the concept of green economy as a means to achieve a balance amongst human needs, preserving scarce natural resources, and environmental sustainability. Let me quote the mind of Gandhi saying that there is a sufficiency in the world for man's need but not for man's greed, greening the economy, takes no other than our-selves to live sustainably.  

Thank you and I am looking forward for fruitful discussions.
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