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A year ago, the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP)
acknowledged the need for a book to
stimulate environmental action among
young people. Through participatory
discussions and suggestions, particularly
from the participants at the Global Youth
Forum held in Denmark in March 2002,
young people from around the world
decided to produce a book that would
provide them and their contemporaries
with information on key environmental
issues. The book would also motivate and
guide young people on actions they can
take in their local communities to help
sustainable development.

Two UNEP books were used extensively in
the process. Taking Action: An
Environmental Guide For You and Your
Community, in identifying the tools and
overall structure of the book, and the
Global Environment Outlook 3 (GEO-3), as
the basis for the scientific and technical
information. We also wish to
acknowledge the contribution of the GEO
Section in providing technical reviews of
the publication in order to ensure the
accuracy of the scientific information and
data provided. In particular, we
acknowledge the contributions of Tessa
Goverse for providing overall coordination

and the GEO Section staff who supported
the technical review of the book. 

Many young people from around the
world were involved in the research,
writing and publication of this book.
They shared many success stories and
case studies on their environmental
experiences. Without their reported
contribution, this publication would not
be as rich. We believe that the
enthusiasm displayed in these activities
will stimulate young people to take care
of the environment. UNEP is immensely
grateful to all those who have
contributed to this book in some way or
another over the past year. In this
regard, we wish to acknowledge the
inputs of Uneysa Ayair (South Africa),
Marina Bernal (Mexico), Juan Valdivia
(Colombia), Luis Betanzos (Mexico), Sue
and Colin Lennox (OzGreen), Global
Rivers Environmental Network (Australia),
Uwem Robert Otu (Nigeria), Afifa Raihana
(Bangladesh), Kristen Casper (USA), and
Cigdem Adem (Turkey). 

We would like to thank the reviewers of
the book, young people and those
"young at heart" for providing excellent
ideas and advice. It has made all the
difference. A big thank you to Felicita

Ol’Churie (Kenya), J. Pilale Ntoyai
(Kenya), Mark Schreiner (Canada) and
Troy Govender (South Africa) for their
support and advice, as well as to  the
young people who worked closely with us
and reviewed the chapters: Yvonne
Maingey (Kenya), Alexander Mwaura
Ng’ang’a (Kenya), Stephanie Wolfe
(Canada), Priya Maini (Kenya), Alexandra
Nuttal (Canada), Juliet Mmbulika
(Kenya), Elizabeth Wangari (Kenya),
Tabrez Khokhar (Kenya), Tomas Ernst
(Canada), Moses Ako (Kenya), Sande J.
John (Kenya), Kamweti Mutu (Kenya),
Megersa Deyessa (Ethiopia) and Prem
Vanrompay (Belgium).

We also wish to thank the UNEP in-house
advisors whose advice, contributions and
moral support were without measure:
Tore Brevik, Nick Nuttall, Strike Mkandla,
Naomi Poulton and Eric Falt for their
diligent guidance. Finally, we would like
to thank Alice Kimari, Paul Okwaro and
James Mwaniki for general support
throughout the editorial process.  

NAIROBI, 2003

means "to treat with care or
affection" in Kiswahili, a subregional
language in Eastern Africa with links
to many other languages.
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Tunza: Acting for a Better World shows
the energy with which youth from all
over the world are working to create a
better environment. It reflects the
innovation, creativity and optimism of
young people in taking action to
safeguard the future of the environment
we all depend on.

Young people want to nurture, conserve
and sustain their local natural resources
and achieve global environmental
awareness. Young people are prepared to
take brave stands against the destruction
of the environment. To realize this, many
have achieved substantial success with
their environmental work. The purpose of
this book is to inform youth about some
of the most significant issues that affect
the environment today and to show how
young people around the globe can
participate in promoting positive change
in these areas. 

To produce Tunza: Acting for a Better
World, UNEP consulted young people and
youth organizations from all regions of
the world, drawing on their experiences
working with the environment. Tunza:
Acting for a Better World serves as a

reference and forum for youth from all
corners of the world to share
fundamentally similar environmental
issues. Young people have taken
information from the UNEP Global
Environment Outlook assessments and
the Taking Action environmental
handbook and presented the material
from a youth perspective.

I know that you will enjoy the various
experiences written by youth in this
book. By reading about the wonderful
things young people are doing all around
the world, I am sure you will be inspired
to follow their examples. As leaders of
tomorrow it is your responsibility to
ensure positive changes in the world. 

Remember: think globally, act locally.

Klaus Toepfer
Executive Director
United Nations Environment Programme
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CBD  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Convention on Biological Diversity
CFCs  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Chlorofluorocarbons
CSD  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Commission on Sustainable Development
EEZ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Exclusive Economic Zones
FAO  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Food and Agriculture Organization
FSC  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Forest Stewardship Council
GC  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Governing Council
GDP  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Gross Domestic Product
GEO  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Global Environment Outlook
GMO  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Genetically Modified Organisms
GYF  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Global Youth Forum
GYR  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Global Youth Retreat
IFIs _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _International Financial Institutions
IPCC  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
NGO  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Non-Governmental Organization
ODS  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Ozone Depleting Substance
SIDS  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Small Island Developing States
UNCCD  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
UNDP  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _United Nations Development Programme
UNEP _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _United Nations Environment Programme
UNFCCC  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
US  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _United States
UV  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Ultraviolet 
WHO _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _World Health Organization
YAC  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Youth Advisory Council
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Over the course of millennia, humanity has  made
an impact on ecosystems for better or worse.
However, only during the past century has science
begun to demonstrate how humanity and
ecosystems are interdependent. This has increased
global concern about the balance between human
life and ecosystems. Each time we pick up a
newspaper or turn on the radio, we read or hear
that our very existence is under threat and,
therefore, there is a need for action. The reasons
are many and include global warming,
deforestation, pollution, loss of biodiversity,
famines and droughts. Although the reasons and
results may be many and varied, the cause is
common to all humanity. People are
overexploiting natural resources, which taxes the
Earth’s capacity to its limits.

This warning was sounded three decades ago in
1972 in Stockholm, Sweden, at the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment.
Since then, the human population has increased
from approximately four billion in 1972 to just
over six billion in mid-2000. It is currently
growing by 77 million people a year. Governments
from around the world have met three times since
1972, in 1987, 1992 and 2002, to discuss how to
respond to this warning. They have signed many
agreements and treaties, all of which aim to
address related environmental, social and
economic problems. Despite these actions, the
threat remains and time is running out.

One of the agreements reached at the Earth
Summit  in June 1992 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
was the need for humanity to pursue development
that is sustainable. This would ensure that
existing natural resources are used in a way that
would benefit those alive today as well as those
to come in the future. This is a relatively new
concept,  which may appear to conflict with our
current lifestyles and behaviour.  

At present, development is based on the
exploitation of  the Earth’s resources with little
attention given to the consequences. We are faced
with a situation whereby the Earth cannot
continue to sustain the current development
patterns for much longer. In order to change the
way we presently live, there is a need for a new
ethic of living that must become a part of all
sectors and levels of society. 

Although the current natural resource situation is
serious and time is running out, it does not mean
that the opportunity to save the planet is lost.
The problems may be big, but they are not too
big to hinder you, as an individual or as an
organisation, to make a difference. It may seem
that recycling a plastic bag or recycling a
newspaper is trivial. But every act by any person
makes a difference. 

Individuals make up groups that collectively make
up the entire human population. Given that young



people are the ones who will inherit the Earth
and will be the future leaders, it is very
important that they take the lead in making the
choices and taking the actions that can move the
world towards sustainable development. 

This book is a contribution towards sustainable
development and is dedicated to youth around the
world. It is intended to increase awareness on
environmental issues among young people and to
provide them with tips on how to address these
issues in their communities. Access to credible
and relevant information that can be adapted in
different situations and contexts in life is an
essential tool for enabling young people to
influence their communities. It is hoped that in
the long term, this book will contribute to the
development of good environmental ethics among
young people and enable them to cope with
current environmental challenges and those of the
future.

This book is written by young people from around
the world who, like yourselves, struggle on a daily
basis to ensure that the environment is saved and
that their future is secured. The book is divided
into three parts. The first part presents the global
picture and what is happening in the world. It
also elaborates the role of young people in
sustainable development by highlighting actions
that young people from across the world have
been involved in since the Stockholm Conference
in 1972. 

The second part addresses how the youth can act
to make a positive contribution towards
sustainable development and outlines some of
the tools they need to enable them to act. The
last part  presents some of the most serious
environmental problems facing  the world
community.  

Each chapter presents an overview of a particular
problem, what is being done in general and what
the youth can do. Examples of such activities, and
examples of real-life environmental events are
provided in the boxes. The chapters also provide
tips for youth acting as individuals on
organisations.

>>All the suggested tips are identified by a bullet
such as this one. The tips are not exhaustive nor
are they all relevant for everyone or all
communities. However, they are applicable to
many social, cultural and economic situations. 

The data used in preparing this book has been
drawn mainly from the third Global Environment
Outlook report (GEO-3) that was prepared by the
United Nations Environment Programme. 
Young people from around the world provided
feedback on the concept, content, and design of
the book and its relevance to their societies. It is
our hope that the book will serve its purpose,
which is to inform, inspire and ultimately
contribute to the positive changes required to
make our lifestyles sustainable. 

world
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The environment is essential to life. Over millennia, humanity
has  changed ecosystems for better or worse. Since ancient
times, the use of fire has altered flora and fauna, farmers have
cut trees and domesticated some animal species and early
civilizations have transformed deserts through the irrigation of
agricultural land. In the last half century, concern over the
balance between human life and the environment has assumed
global dimensions commanding the attention of individuals and
governments, as well as diverse public and private institutions.

For many years, young people have been one of the most
concerned and active groups on environment and equity issues.
In the past three decades, youth from different countries
around the world have repeatedly reminded  governments,
corporations and international organisations of their
responsibility to protect the environment and to ensure a
healthy future for all. Sometimes they have drawn public
attention to important issues that have been ignored.

“What is ultimately at 
stake is the fate 

of humankind and 
the planet.”

Olof Palme, Swedish Prime Minister at the UNCHE, Stockholm 1972

1962

Rachel Carson’s
book “Silent
Spring” is
published 
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International
Youth Conference
on the Human
Environment

On the Road to
Stockholm: The
International Youth
Conference on the
Human Environment 

In August 1971, 163 youth from
75 countries met in Hamilton,
Canada, for the First International
Youth Conference on the Human
Environment (IYCHE)  to prepare
for the United Nations Conference
on the Human Environment
(UNCHE) that was held in
Stockholm, Sweden, in 1972.
They prepared a statement that
was presented in Stockholm, in
which they called for more
ecologically-sound and people-
oriented production systems,
transparent environmental impact
assessment, change in the
relationship between rich and
poor countries, and less emphasis
on military technology.

Rio de Janeiro

First Stop: The United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment (UNCHE)

The UNCHE took place in 1972 in Stockholm, Sweden. This Conference marked the
first time representatives of world governments had convened to consider the
implications of a deepening environmental crisis. The Conference gave rise to what
later become known as the “Stockholm Spirit of Compromise” in which developed and
developing countries found ways of accommodating each others divergent views. At
the end of the Conference, consensus was reached on a document that established
the basis for a new era of international cooperation. The Conference Declaration and
Action Plan comprised the world’s first global agenda for the environment with 109
recommendations for national and international actions, including more than 150
separate proposals. These provided the foundation for the development of
international environmental law during the 1970s and 1980s, and led to the
establishment of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the first
multilateral environmental organization.

United Nations
Conference on the
Human Environment
(UNCHE)
Stockholm, Sweden 
Stockholm, Sweden.  
UNEP established

1973

Drought
in the
Sahel kills
millions
of people

1980

Beginning of the
International
Decade for
Drinking Water
and Sanitation

1971 1972
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The World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED)

In 1983, the WCED, also known as the Brundtland Commission, was set up with a mandate to
conduct hearings globally on environment and development issues, and to produce a formal
report of its findings. The report, Our Common Future, was issued after three years of hearing.
Public meetings were held in both developed and developing regions. This process enabled
different groups, including government leaders and the public worldwide, to articulate their
views on issues such as agriculture, forestry, water, energy, technology transfer and
sustainable development in general. Our Common Future defined sustainable development as
“development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs,” making it part of the environment lexicon.
The Commission highlighted environmental problems such as global warming and ozone layer
depletion that were new at the time. It expressed concern that the rate of change was
outstripping the ability of scientific disciplines and our current capabilities to conduct
assessments and give advice. It concluded that existing decision-making structures and
institutional arrangements, both national and international, could simply not cope with the
demands of sustainable development.

Stockholm

1987: Our Common
Future (The
Brundtland Report),
The World
Commission on
Environment and
Development
(WCED)
Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete 
the Ozone Layer adopted

1984 1985 1986

Chemical 
accident in
Bhopal,
India, kills
thousands
and maims 
many more

Size of
ozone hole
measured
for the first
time

World’s worst
nuclear disaster
occurs in
Chernobyl,
Soviet Union,
spreading
radioactive 
fall-out over
large areas of
Europe

1989

Exxon Valdez
releases 
50 million litres
of crude oil into
Prince William
Sound, Alaska

1987
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March 1992: The
International
Youth Conference
on Environment
and Development
“Youth ‘92”, San
José, Costa Rica

Accelerating towards Rio: The International
Youth Conference 
on Environment and Development; 
‘Youth ‘92’.

Youth ’92 was held in Costa Rica, in March 1992.  Regional
preparatory meetings were held around the world in the three months
prior to the conference. About 400 youth delegates from 98 countries
met to discuss and agree on a Youth Declaration and a Plan of
Action. The conference focused on five issues: external debt; poverty;
democracy and participation; environment; peace and security; and
protection of natural resources.  The Declaration included: 
>> A call for an International Committee composed of civilians to
monitor transnational corporation activities in order to prevent them
from developing projects that encourage militarism and excessive
consumption
>> A demand that Indigenous Peoples have full control over their
traditional territories and that they be directly responsible  for
solutions to environmental and developmental problems in their own
lands
>> A call for new and additional resources and appropriate
technology transfers to Southern countries
>> A demand that the global defence budget, which at the time
stood at two billion US dollars, should be spent on social and
environmental needs as a symbol of commitment to world peace by
governments
>> A commitment to reduce over consumption and move from fossil
fuels to environmentally sustainable alternatives.

Rio de Janeiro

The United Nations
Conference on Environment
and Development (Earth
Summit)

The United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED),
popularly known as the Earth Summit,
was held on the 20th anniversary of
Stockholm.  One hundred and seventy-six
governments, more than 100 heads of
state and government, and an estimated
10, 000 participants including journalists
and non-governmental organisations,
convened at the highest political level to
address the concerns of sustainability
and the relationship between
environment and economic development.

June 1992: 
The United
Nations
Conference on
Environment and
Development
(Earth Summit), 
Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil
Conclusion of the
Convention on
Biological Diversity  and
the UN Framework
Convention on Climate
Change

1992 1992
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Stockholm

Johannesburg

After three years of preparatory meetings
and the two-week Summit itself,
governments produced a prescription for
planetary survival in the form of the
landmark document, Agenda 21, so-
called for its projection that all of its
recommendations should be met by the
beginning of the 21st century. The
Summit also produced: 
>> The Rio declaration on environment
and development 
>> Two major conventions: the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) and the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD)
>> An agreement to negotiate a world
desertification convention 
>> A statement of principles for the
sustainable management of forests 

>> A decision to establish the
Commission on Sustainable Development
(CSD).
Despite the criticism by some youth
observers about the absence of critical
issues on the agenda such as the
military impact on the environment,
world trade and the effective regulation
of transnational corporations, the
Summit provided a forum to address both
environment and development issues. It
highlighted differences in perspectives
between North and South. Following the
Summit, the concept of sustainable
development emerged in the
deliberations of various bodies ranging
from city councils to international
organisations. More than 150 countries
established national level institutions to
develop an integrated approach to
sustainable development.

Youth Action at the Earth
Summit

The presence of young people was felt at
the Earth Summit in Rio. Some youth
were included in their national
government delegations. .  Others
participated as observers and press.

They had the possibility to present their
positions in the Plenary at the Summit.
In their presentations they expressed
their disappointment with the results of
the Earth Summit, particularly the lack
of clear commitments around issues that
were important to them, such as:
>> The cancellation of external debt to
developing countries 
>> The regulation and implementation of
the codes of conduct for transnational
corporations 
>> The full commitment of all countries
to sign up to important conventions
such as the Biodiversity and Climate
Change Conventions 
>> The unwillingness of governments to
seriously address the issue of war and
military expenditure.

1994

International
Conference on
Population and
Development,
Cairo, Egypt

1997

Kyoto Protocol
adopted

1998

Hurricane Mitch.
17 000 people
affected. Three
million rendered
homeless 
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Johannesburg,
2002. World
Summit on
Sustainable
Development
Johannesburg, South
Africa. The World
Summit on Sustainable
Development

Youth Preparations for the
World Summit on
Sustainable Development

Young people from around the world
actively engaged in preparations for the
World Summit on Sustainable
Development at the national, regional
and international levels. Three key
events prior to the WSSD were the Youth
World Summit on Sustainable
Development 2002, in Baku, Azerbaijan,
the International Youth Review of
Agenda 21 Chapter 25 on Youth and
Children and the 2002 UNEP Global
Youth Forum in Denmark. At the Baku
conference, the youth produced two
documents: the Baku Youth Earth Action
and the Baku Youth Earth Treaty Action
Statement for Rio + 10. In these
documents, they called for the formation
of the World Youth Action Coordination
Council for Sustainable Development.
The UNEP Youth Forum developed a
youth declaration for WSSD. 
Young people were also involved in the
review of Chapter 25 of Agenda 21,
which addresses youth. They presented
the report to the Secretary-General of

Rio de Janeiro

the World Summit on Sustainable
Development in January 2002. The report
highlights three main concerns that are
reflected in the Chapter: education;
access to information and youth
participation; and youth employment.
They assessed the implementation of
each aspect dating back to the Earth
Summit and made proposals on how each
can be enhanced. They also outlined
some issues that were not included or
highlighted in Agenda 21, which they

identified as major challenges and
problems for youth today.  One of the
conclusions that could be drawn from
this document is that the youth do not
think that governments have done
enough to fulfil their commitments to
youth and the environment, and that
there is a need to have more political
commitment, allocation of resources and
concrete actions.

1999

World 
population 
reaches 
6,000 
million

2000

Mapping of
the Human
Genome
completed

2002
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September 2002: World
Summit on Sustainable
Development 

Youth Action
The Earth Summit marked the start of a
new era of partnership between
governments and civil society in order to
facilitate the implementation of Agenda
21. Now a wide range of civil society
organisations, including youth
organisations are involved in agenda
setting and strategy building on
sustainable development issues. Today,
many of these organisations, several of
which were set up by young people, are

involved in actions that are required to
ensure a global shift to a sustainable
world. In rich and poor countries alike,
young people are either acting on their
own, combining forces with others, or
joining with governments in calling for
and seeking to ensure sustainable
development and a healthy planet. 

Stockholm

Johannesburg

“Poverty 
is the worst 

form of 
pollution.” 

Indira Ghandi, Prime Minister,
India, at the UNCHE, Stockholm 1972
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Johannesburg,
2002. World
Summit on
Sustainable
Development
Johannesburg, South
Africa. The World
Summit on Sustainable
Development

The World Summit on
Sustainable Development
(WSSD) 

The Johannesburg Summit brought
together one hundred world leaders. Over
20,000 people participated in both the
official and civil society discussions.
The Summit agreed on a Johannesburg
Plan of Implementation which
established some important new targets
for sustainable development, such as: to
halve the proportion of people without
access to basic sanitation by 2015; to
use and produce chemicals by 2020 in
ways that do not have adverse effects
on human health and the environment;
to maintain or restore depleted fish
stocks to levels that can produce the
maximum sustainable yield, where
possible by 2015; and to achieve by
2010 a significant reduction in the
current rate of loss of biological
diversity. 
According to the Summit Secretariat,
Johannesburg also marked a major
departure from previous UN conferences,

Rio de Janeiro

in structure and in the outcomes, that
could have a major effect on the way the
international community approaches
problem solving in the future.

A Youth Perspective of the Summit

The World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD) was an historic
event, which I had the opportunity to

participate in. There is no consensus
about the significance of the WSSD
because it meant different things to
different people. For me, it was an
extremely enriching experience; a ten-
day crash course.
There were so many people from many
different cultures, backgrounds, and
faiths. It opened my eyes to how I value
environmental initiatives. I learned that
no matter how small an initiative, it is
an attempt to save this planet; and it is
being done in many different ways. I
also brought home some ideas that can
be implemented in my country and I had
a chance to share my experiences with

2002
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Stockholm

Johannesburg
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others. As I was not a member of the
national delegation from Bangladesh,
the WSSD provided an opportunity to
interact informally with my government's
representatives. Such interactions and
the contacts people made during the
WSSD will go a long way in charting a
different future.
The youth took the Summit very
seriously because they felt that their
future in many ways depended on the
success of WSSD. Accordingly, despite
the differences of opinion that
prevailed, the young people relentlessly
worked on various issues such as
lobbying and campaigning, providing

input for the press, side events and
dialogues, preparing the youth
statement, and searching for objectives
of common interest with other groups.
Their effort, commitment and
straightforward solutions to critical
problems of the world were highly
appreciated by all during WSSD.
Still there was a lot of disappointment
among some major groups, including the
youth. People’s high hopes were quickly
dashed because access to the formal
meetings was very limited and the
information regarding logistics and
accreditation that was available on the
internet was inadequate. These structural

defects explain why a lot of people
possessing immense potential to
contribute to the process were left out.
Moreover, the governments failed to 
make substantive commitments
regarding various burning issues.
Although governments made a lot of
promises at the WSSD, initiating the
necessary changes back home may prove
difficult. We cannot afford to be
pessimistic. We will have to keep our
hopes high because this is only the
beginning of a journey; we still have a
long way to go.


