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The Year Book Collection

Year Book 2008
In 2008 the UNEP Year Book’s Feature 
Focus examines how market and financial 
mechanisms can advance the transition 
to a low-carbon and environmentally-
sound economy. The section emphasizes 
the need for sound policy response to 
support these mechanisms. The Emerging 
Challenge section explains some of the 
complexities presented by methane release 
from a warming Arctic and the regional 
feedbacks that enhance uncertainties 
about the risks these processes present.

Download the latest version online free of charge from http://www.unep.org/geo/yearbook/ or buy print copies of the Year Book at www.earthprint.com. Buy the complete set of 
Year Books for a reduced price. Available in English, French, Spanish, Russian, Arabic, and Chinese.
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Year Book 2007
The opportunities and risks examined 
in the Feature Focus of GYB 2007 on 
the interface between Environment and 
Globalization are considered from a 
dynamic and interactive approach. With 
responsible management, risks can 
be defused or even transformed into 
opportunities. With no management or 
with mismanagement, opportunities can all 
too easily degrade into risks. The impact 
of nanotechnologies on the environment 
and human health are examined in the 
Emerging Challenges section.

“It is our duty individually and collectively to take
stock of the issues and developments of 2003 and
of the measures taken during the year to achieve a

more sustainable future for the environment.”
From the Preface by Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme

The GEO Year Book 2003 is the first in an annual series associated with the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) flagship report, Global Environment

Outlook (GEO). Based upon a collaborative/comprehensive tracking and stocktaking
process established with partners, the GEO Year Book 2003 includes:

• An Overview of major global and regional environmental issues and developments 
that shaped policy decisions and actions during the course of the year

• A Feature Focus on Water and its critical role in realizing various
internationally-agreed development goals and targets,

including those contained in the UN Millennium
Declaration and in the Plan of Implementation agreed at

the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development 

• Emerging Challenges – New Findings presenting
scientific progress made in 2003 that may assist
society in recognizing and better understanding

emerging environmental issues and help decision
makers in designing adequate responses  

•  GEO Indicators highlighting some of the key
global and regional environmental issues and trends

that have been identified in GEO reports. The
selected set of trend indicators will provide a

consistent and harmonized oversight of major
environmental changes 

on an annual basis

Keeping abreast of environmental issues as they unfold,
UNEP has encapsulated the most significant of these recent

developments in this readable and reliable volume – to inform, guide
and stimulate further action for the health of our environment

United Nations Environment Programme
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Year Book 2006
The GYB’s 2006 Feature Focus elaborates 
on the environmental, socio-economic 
and public health impacts of energy-
related air pollution. Associated with the 
energy consumption that contributes to air 
pollution are increasing global concerns 
over climate change and energy security 
and access. The section on Emerging 
Challenges addresses two topics of policy 
interest related to food security. The first 
topic explores the issue of crop production 
in a changing climate, while the second 
identifies environmental effects and best 
practices related to fish and shellfish 
farming in marine ecosystems.

Year Book 2004/5
The Feature Focus of the 2004/2005 
Year Book looks at the links among 
gender, poverty, and environment. The 
Emerging Challenges section explores 
how environmental change can trigger 
the emergence or re-emergence of 
infectious diseases, demonstrating the role 
of good environmental management in 
minimizing adverse trends. It also presents 
an overview of recent changes in ocean 
salinity and a step-by-step explanation of 
why this could have serious consequences.

Year Book 2003
Water is the topic of the Feature Focus 
in the Year Book 2003. Water plays 
an important role in realizing various 
internationally-agreed development goals, 
including those contained in the Millennium 
Declaration which arose out of the UN 
Millennium Summit of Heads of State and 
Governments convened in 2000. The 
section on Emerging Challenges focuses 
on science and research findings related to 
the nitrogen cycle and marine fisheries.




