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Gorillas, chimpanzees, bonobos and orang-utans are set to get more safeguards following a UK Government backed international deal signed today.

Biodiversity Minister Jim Knight was signing the first Declaration on Great Apes in Kinshasa, along with representatives from over 20 nations. 

He said the move represents an important first step forwards in the work to ensure the survival of these animals in Africa and Asia.

Mr Knight said "The issues we face are complex and difficult, but they are surmountable, particularly with the full force of the nations and organisations here today working towards this single goal.

"These magnificent creatures are at great risk of extinction and our work here will send a strong signal that we are serious about slowing the decline in our most endangered species and their habitats.

"The UK has been a proud supporter of UNEP's and UNESCO's efforts through the Great Ape Survival Project to bring worldwide attention to the ape crisis, raise funds for conservation and develop a global conservation strategy for all ape populations."

Mr Knight said the meeting had considered issues like education and integration of local communities, conservation initiatives, greater enforcement efforts against poaching and increased and sustained levels of governance in the forestry industry.

He added: "Very importantly, the Declaration recognises the need to reconcile the needs of local people with the needs of great apes and that great apes and their habitats can help alleviate poverty in local communities through sustainable enterprises like tourism.

"This is particularly significant during our G8 Presidency and the package for Africa that was agreed at Gleneagles in July. We need to make it very clear to all that the goals of reducing poverty and protecting the environment are not mutually exclusive."

