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Sanley Johnson

is a broadcaster,
journalist and an
environmental
campaigner

Relative values

Stanley Johnson outlines plans to prevent the extinction of the planet's great

L

apes, and argues that their survival could mark a step towards saving mankind itself

he family of great apes, which

includes  gorillas, chimpanzees,
bonobos and  orang-ulans, was onee
numbersd in the millions. Now there
miay be as few as 250,000 left worldwide
Farming, logging, civil war, forest fires,
illegal lnmting and disease have taken
their toll, Whole species or sub-species,
for example the Sumatran orang-utan,
extinct within  two

could become

decades

Mow, at the 11th hour, it seems that
the alarm bells are ringing. The survival

of the great apes may yvetl become one

of the great iconic issues of our time, a

measure of just how seriously we are
Laking the battle 1o save the planet.,
On September 12th this yvear, the

Idependent devoted its entire front

fe, Pwo inside pages, and an editorial,

to the international agrecment on the
conservation of the great apes signed
in Kinshasa, capital of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC).

The authors described the agreement

1982

1997

as being “on a par with the
whaling moratorium and the
Kyoo protocol on climate change”, It

was a chance to halt the “remorseless

jungle slaughter” of the greal apes,

which on the trends they identified
would otherwise Kill them all off within
a generation

Owver the last two vears, [ have had the
good fortune to work with the United

Mations

Environment  Programme
(UNEP) as it laid the groundwork for
the Kinshasa meeting. Me passand,
[ had the opportunity to see gorillas
and bonebos in the DRC, chimpanzees
in Uganda and, most recently, orang
utans in Kalimantan, Borneo. 1 was
abundantly obnious that species are
under tremendous pressure, and that
the best chance of progress was through
concerted action by the rande states,

donor countries and non-governmental

organisations

When Kinshasa was put forward

as a possible venue for the [rst-

Stanley Johnson pictured with an orang-utan:
Sumatran orang-utans could be extinct within twe decades
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ever intergovernmental meeting on

the survival of great apes, the idea

seemed rresistible, The DRC is home
to three oub of the Tour great apes,
and the bonobo exists in the wild only
within the DRC. Once the initial steps
had been taken, President Joseph
kabila personally invited the heads of

neighbouring  African  countries, and

ensured that the Congolese authorities

accorded the event the highest
pricrity

Credit too, of course, st go 1o

the United Mations. Klaus Toepfer, the
[ormer German environment  minister
who now runs UNEP, had already
launched the United Nations Great Ape
Survival Project (GRASP) at the world
summit on sustainable development
in 2002, He quickly realised that the
Kinshasa meeting could ensure Lhat
the ipitiative truly prospered

The meeting which look place in

ety

Kinshasa in September 2005 had

double  objective,  First, 1o raise
internation:l awareness of the plight of

the great apes. Second, to strengthen

the institutional arrangements
dealing with this issue.

B0owhat precisely are the key points
of what the Fedependent has called
the Kinshasa Agreement?

First, a global strategy for the
conservation of great apes and their
habitat. The global stralegy outlines

the overall goal of Lfting the threat

of imminent extinction facing most
populations of greal apes; o conserve
in Lheir natural habitals, wherever Lhiey
exist, wild populations of all species
and subspecies of great apes; and
1o make sure that their inleractions
with people are mutiually positive and

sustainahle.




Second, a detailed  constiontion for &

GHASE providing a framework where
he hest seienil
on eonservation priorities and project
proposals put lorward Tor lunding
Third, a work plan for GRASE covering
the next two VAT,
Fourth, a high-level political statement

ant the Tubure of the greal apes,

The Kinshasa declaralion is not, of

course, in itsell a legally binding treaty,
nil given Lhe framework within which
it was negotiated and the
the participants, many of whom were
of masteral level, 1t s certamly ool
tlevoid of moral auchority,
Some kev paragraphs are worth nof
ing. The signatores
* pledae to do everyihing in thed
power to ensure the long-term future
of all great ape species;
* realfivm thedir comumitinent to ensiee

GRASE has the capacity to realise its

status of

1 acdvicee can be given e

Chirmanuka, a Graver’s gorilla from the
K.ahuzi-Beiga national park in the DRC

[l potential
® resalve To so1 The target of securing

el CosLlanl andl SIEnmeant r cluction

lations by 2000, and to secure the
future of all species and subspecies
of great apes in the wild by 2005; and
® iowvile the international community
Lo prowicle affective and eoherent
support, melucding huneding, to assist
efforts made by the greatl ape rangs
states,
LlTarts 1o save Che greal  apes
have 10 be seen within the conbext

[x]| ather levelopnment priorities,

meluding  poverty  reduction, But in
Kinshasa at least, there was no sense
that such efforts were out of place,
On the contrary, the role of the great
apes as fagship species, vital to the
naintenance of forests and ecosvslems

was endorsed resoundingly,

Saving mankind’s clozesl relative
with whom we shar

ol our DMA, 15 4

It's time
parliament

changed
Its Act.

ensure the Animal Welfare Bill
ends the use of wild animals in drcuses
please sign on to EDM 468




