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OVERVIEW AND 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
1.  The First Intergovernmental Meeting 
(IGM) on Great Apes and the Great Apes 
Survival Project (GRASP), as well as the First 
GRASP Council Meeting, took place at the 
Grand Hotel in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC) from 5-9 September 2005, 
under the patronage of President Joseph 
Kabila.  Over 200 international delegates 
attended the Meeting, as well as approximately 
300 delegates from the DRC.  19 of the 23 
great ape range States were represented. NGO 
GRASP Partners attended, as well as three 
GRASP Patrons, two supporting Partners, and 
seven non-range State countries. 
 
2. The structure of the Meeting was as 
follows: on Monday and Tuesday 5-6 
September, delegates met as the 
Intergovernmental Meeting on the Great Apes 
and the Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP). 
On Wednesday and Thursday 7-8 September, 
the First Meeting of the GRASP Council 
convened, with only GRASP Partners having 
decision-making authority, while other 
delegates participated as observers. The 
Intergovernmental Meeting reconvened on 
Friday 9 September for a High-Level Segment. 
 
3. Professor Dieudonné Musibono (DRC) 
was chair of the Intergovernmental Meeting 
sessions. Moses Mapesa Wafula (Uganda) was 
chair of the GRASP Council Meeting. Samy 
Mankoto (UNESCO) served as Secretary-
General of both Meetings, and Melanie Virtue 
(UNEP) served as Deputy Secretary-General of 
both Meetings. Richard Leakey, GRASP 
Patron, delivered the keynote address to the 
opening session. Professors Richard Wrangham 
and Toshisada Nishida, also GRASP Patrons, 
addressed the Meeting as well.  The Vice-
President of DRC, Vice-President Abdoulaye 
Yerodia Ndombasi, gave the opening and 
closing addresses. 
 
4. The IGM was the first opportunity for 
major players in great ape conservation, 
particularly governments, NGOs, the scientific 

community and the UN, to meet and spend 
five days discussing the way forward for the 
great apes. This was done in an atmosphere of 
collaboration, respect and optimism. 
 
5.  During the GRASP Council Meeting, 
the reports of the Secretariat, the Interim 
Executive Committee, the Interim Scientific 
Commission and the Technical Support Teams 
were presented to delegates. 
 
6. At the high-level segment of the 
Intergovernmental Meeting, Ministers, heads of 
delegations and all GRASP Partners and others 
present adopted the Kinshasa Declaration on 
Great Apes under which representatives of the 
great ape range states, donor and other states, 
the academic and scientific community, non-
governmental organizations, industry and the 
private sector, inter alia: 
 

- pledge to do everything in their power to 
ensure the long-term future for all great ape 
species and; 
 

- affirm their commitment to the Global 
Strategy and to support, and for the range 
states, implement, effective measures to 
counter the threats facing the great apes;   
 

-  emphasize the need to stimulate and enhance 
range state cooperation to ensure the effective 
enforcement of great ape legislation and 
coordinated efforts to halt activities that have a 
detrimental effect on great ape populations;   
 

- emphasize the role of national and 
international measures and participation in 
regional initiatives, and encourage ratification 
and compliance with international treaties such 
as the biodiversity and conservation-related 
Multilateral Environmental Agreements;   
 

- urge development and implementation of 
National Great Ape Survival Plans (NGASPs);  
 

- urge GRASP Partners and others to support 
range states in the implementation of their 
NGASPs;   
 

- encourage the provision of long-term 
ecologically sustainable economic benefits to 

cal communities; lo   

- invite international institutions and agencies 
to prioritize policies promoting ecologically 
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sustainable livelihoods for local and indigenous 
communities which prevent activities 
detrimental to the survival of the great apes;   
 

- reaffirm their commitment to ensure GRASP 
has the capacity to realize its full potential;   
 

- resolve to set the target of securing a constant 
and significant reduction in the current loss of 
great ape populations by 2010 and to secure the 
future of all species and subspecies of great 
apes in the wild by 2015; and   
 

- invite the international community to provide 
effective and coherent support, including 
funding, to assist efforts made by the great ape 
range states.  
 
At the time of the IGM in Kinshasa, 76 
representatives signed the Kinshasa Declaration 
including 16 range states, 6 donor countries, 25 
NGO GRASP partners, 2 MEAs and 2 
intergovernmental organizations. 
  
7.  The First GRASP Council Meeting 
adopted a Global Strategy for the Survival of 
Great Apes and their Habitat. The Global 
Strategy outlines the overall goal of lifting the 
threat of imminent extinction facing most 
populations of great apes; to conserve in their 
natural habitats, wherever they exist, wild 
populations of all species and subspecies of 
great apes; and to make sure that their 
interactions with people are mutually positive 
and sustainable. The Global Strategy aims, inter 
alia: to work to extend the future membership 
of the GRASP Partnership; to implement the 
2003-2007 GRASP Work Plan and future work 
plans; and to leverage new resources for great 
ape conservation projects and programmes. 
 
8. The First GRASP Council Meeting also 
adopted a set of Rules for the Organization 
and Management of the GRASP Partnership 
which established, inter alia, that: 
 

- the overall goal and objectives of GRASP  
reflect those that are detailed in the Global 
Strategy for the Conservation of Great Apes 
and their Habitat;  
 

- GRASP Partners will be organized by great 
ape range states (Category A), non-great ape 
range states that support or participate 
significantly in conservation of great apes and 

their habitat (Category B), UNEP and 
UNESCO (Category C), biodiversity and 
conservation-related conventions and other 
relevant international organizations and 
institutions (Category D), non-governmental 
organizations (Category E), other non-range 
states (Category F), individuals (Category G), 
and the private sector (Category H);   
 

-  all great ape range states are full partners;   
 

- the GRASP Executive Committee should 
consist of 11 members drawn form the various 
partner categories; 
 

-  the GRASP Partnership will benefit from the 
advice of a Scientific Commission and  may use 
Technical Support Teams and other ad-hoc 
groups.  
 
9. Finally, the first meeting of the GRASP 
Council adopted the 2003-2007 Work Plan 
and the “GRASP Partnership: A Distinctive 
Approach”, documents which, respectively, 
describe the work plan for 2003-2007 and the 
strategic priorities guiding the work plan for 
2005-2007. Finally, it adopted a decision  
whereby the GRASP Council: entrusts the 
Executive Committee and Scientific 
Commission with the preparation of a detailed 
programme of action for 2006-2007, ensuring 
the consultation of all GRASP Partners.  
 
10. An eleven member GRASP Executive 
Committee, comprised of Indonesia, Uganda, 
Guinea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
United Kingdom, France, UNEP, UNESCO, 
the CITES secretariat and two international 
non-governmental organizations, Orangutan 
Foundation and Wildlife Conservation Society, 
was elected at the meeting. The committee, 
with the assistance of the GRASP Scientific 
Commission, will guide the work of the 
GRASP Partnership until the next GRASP 
Council in two years time. 
 
 

 
(© IISD) 
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MONDAY 5 SEPTEMBER   
First Intergovernmental Meeting 
 
Morning Session 
 
11. The Opening Session of the First 
Intergovernmental Meeting of Great Apes and 
Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) opened 
promptly at 10:00 on Monday morning, 5 
September 2005. The morning and afternoon 
were dedicated to statements.  
 
12. Following the 
entry into the Salon 
Congo of DRC Vice 
President Abdoulaye 
Yerodia Ndombasi 
(Vice President in 
charge of 
Reconstruction and 
Development), the 
State Protocol 
Officer led delegates 
in singing the 
national anthem. 
The State Protocol 
Officer, on behalf of 
the Vice-President,  
welcomed the delegates to the 
Intergovernmental Meeting in Kinshasa. He 
introduced a number of dignitaries attending the 
Opening Session, including Ministers, Deputy 
Ministers, GRASP Patrons, and Ambassadors. 
The State Protocol Officer made a brief 
statement outlining the itinerary for the 
Opening Session.  
 
13. Samy Mankoto, Secretary-General of 
the IGM (UNESCO – GRASP Secretariat), 
thanked President Joseph Kabila and the 
government of the DRC for hosting the 
meeting, and expressed gratitude for the warm 
welcome received since delegates started 
arriving. He introduced Melanie Virtue (UNEP 
– GRASP Secretariat), Deputy Secretary-
General of the IGM, stating that she is a 
“powerful force” within the GRASP initiative. 
He reminded delegates of the support shown 
by the international community for this 
Meeting in Kinshasa, and warned that great 

apes might disappear within this generation if 
threats are not addressed. Mr. Mankoto said 
that the Meeting provides an opportunity for 
the 23 range States to discuss issues related to 
great apes and their conservation so as to: take 
appropriate action; mobilise the minds of the 
international community regarding great apes 
and their situation; develop synergies and joint 
approaches; develop sustainable projects that 
can earn revenues to put toward great ape 
conservation; and enhance achievements by 
creating national and regional action plans 
aimed at protection of great apes and their 
habitat. He emphasised the importance of the 
Declaration in securing commitments by all 
stakeholders and committing all of humanity to 
the survival of great apes. He expressed his 
wish that the meeting should be “non-
bureaucratic” and focused on global and 
concerted action for the protection of great 
apes. He outlined the expected objectives of 
the meeting: adoption of a GRASP strategy, the 
GRASP workplan, the rules for the 
organisation and management of GRASP, the 
Kinshasa Declaration, as well as commitment 
of resources from the international community. 

 
DRC Vice President Abdoulaye 
Yerodia Ndombasi 

 
14. Dr. Richard Leakey, GRASP Patron, 
then took the floor, and launched his Keynote 
Address by reminding everyone that humans 
are in fact “the sixth great ape” and that the 
Meeting is discussing the future of “a member 
of our own family, and not a strange creature 
who lives in the jungle.” He paid tribute to the 
work of his fellow GRASP Patron Professor 
Toshisada Nishida, who has spent most of his 
life studying chimpanzees. Dr. Leakey then 
identified his home country Kenya as a former 
range State of great apes, pointing out that it is 
the only country in Africa that has evidence 
that chimpanzees became extinct about 500,000 
years ago. He suggested that events that led to 
the extinction of great apes in Kenya could be 
those that lead to extinction now if no action is 
taken. Dr. Leakey then discussed climate 
change as a major threat to great apes, 
referencing the ferocity of Hurricane Katrina in 
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the southern US as a reminder that climate 
change can affect all of us. He said the greatest 
pressure from climate change is habitat loss, 
both in terms of ecological change and forced 
relocation of environmental refugees. He said 
national governments, regional authorities and 
international agencies must think about 
conservation in an entirely new way, and that it 
is no longer possible for NGOs to provide first 
aid for conservation crises. He emphasised that 
it is unrealistic for poor countries to devote 
resources for conservation while millions are 
suffering from the effects of poverty, and 
suggested that great apes can be turned into an 
economic asset that others will share in the cost 
of maintaining. He asserted that the problem of 
great apes is not a shortage of money, but a 
shortage of strategy. Emphasising the 
importance of the Intergovernmental Meeting, 
he implored delegates to “cut out the 
tentativeness of the discussion” and to “devote 
our minds – the one thing we have more of 
than other apes” to secure their future. 

She expressed hope that this meeting would 
give great impetus to conservation work, that 
those present at the meeting will contribute, 
and that the meeting will convince other big 
players to contribute.  
 
16. Natarajan Ishwaran (UNESCO – 
GRASP Secretariat) provided more 
background to the GRASP Secretariat starting 
from the IGM’s Preparatory Committee 
Meeting (PrepCom), held in November 2003 in 
Paris. He discussed UNESCO’s contribution to 
conservation through biosphere reserves and 
world heritage sites, many of which are home 
to great ape populations. He expressed hope 
that UNESCO can work with the Partnership 
to encourage a sound scientific footing. He 
mentioned UNESCO’s decision to set aside 
$100,000 for awarding research grants to young 
scientists in 16 of the 23 range States under the 
Man and the Biosphere (MAB) scheme, as well 
as the UNESCO Decade for Education for 
Sustainable Development. He also mentioned 
the GRASP exhibition on great apes just 
concluded at the Aichi Expo in Japan.  

 

 
17. Anselme Enerunga, Minister for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and 
Forestry (DRC) welcomed everyone to the 
Meeting in Kinshasa, thanking those who made 
the Meeting possible. He informed delegates 
that the DRC hosts three of the four species of 
great apes, and six of the subspecies. He said 
the IGM presents an excellent opportunity to 
put together – with the support of UNESCO 
and UNEP – strategies that should be able to 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Veerle Vandeweerd, UNEP, and Richard Leakey, GRASP 
Patron 
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15. On behalf of UNEP Executive Director 
Klaus Toepfer and UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan, Veerle Vandeweerd (UNEP – 
GRASP Secretariat) conveyed best wishes for 
a successful meeting. She made reference to the 
launch of the World Atlas of Great Apes and their 
Conservation, which was launched the previous 
week in London, expressing hope that the Atlas 
and the Intergovernmental Meeting will focus 
attention on the need to save the great apes 
from extinction. After giving a short 
background to the partnership, she said that 
GRASP advocates a comprehensive, inclusive 
and holistic approach to great ape conservation. 

provide for the survival of these species. He 
reminded everyone that the world would be 
focused on the Meeting in Kinshasa, and said 
any declaration will only be effective if 
common action is based on accepted and 
respected text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Natarajan Ishwaran, UNESCO, Samy Mankoto, UNESCO, Moses 
Mapesa Wafula, Uganda, and Melanie Virtue, UNEP (© IISD) 
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18. His Excellency Abdoulaye Yerodia 
Ndombasi, Vice-President in Charge of 
Reconstruction and Development (DRC) 
welcomed everyone, stating that the Meeting 
will go far to bolster democratic and 
transparent elections in the country, and will be 
a sign of trust and confidence of the 
international community in the transition to the 
rule of law. He said the DRC is on the list of 
the 10 most mega-diverse countries in the 
world, noting that in addition to the great ape 
species, it also hosts other threatened species. 
He said that protected areas count for 9% of 
DRC’s territory, and will be increased to 15% 
in order to include natural ecosystems. He said 
the majority of great apes are found in the 
protected areas, although there are some 
populations that are outside, which is why the 
strategic plan for the survival of great apes 
provides for a series of measures to identify 
new areas. He committed the DRC to: 
maintaining a climate of confidence that will 
lead to partnership; ensuring significant 
investment in human, material and financial 
resources; strengthening education and 
awareness programmes aimed at the public; and 
ensuring security for protected areas against 
timber and mining activities. He said the 
existence of great apes will be a priority 
materialised in the Kinshasa Declaration, and 
wished everyone full success at the meeting. He 
then declared the First GRASP 
Intergovernmental Meeting open. 
 
19. The Government of the DRC then 
hosted a short cocktail in honour of the First 
GRASP Intergovernmental Meeting and First 
GRASP Council Meeting. 
 
Afternoon session 
 
20. On the afternoon of Monday 5 
September, Chair Dieudonné Musibono (DRC) 
introduced the Agenda of the meeting, which 
was adopted. Delegates then heard statements 
from various participants to the 
Intergovernmental Meeting. 
 
21. The Ambassador of Belgium extended 
congratulations on behalf of his Minister of 
Cooperation and Development. He stated that 
great apes are symbolic for biodiversity in their 

importance, and discussed Belgian support for 
various environmental projects such as: 
cooperative initiatives in five World Heritage 
Sites in the DRC; funding for the Congo 
Exhibition held in Paris in 2004; and initiatives 
of the Royal Museum for Central Africa. He 
also discussed activities addressing forest 
ecosystems in the DRC, such as creation of a 
trust fund to strengthen governance in the 
forestry sector.  
 
22. Uganda outlined recent programmes on 
sustainable conservation of great apes, 
including the recent development of a national 
action plan, which is currently undergoing 
approval and formal adoption by the 
government. He stressed that Uganda will 
ensure sustainable conservation of great apes, 
their habitats, and associated rural economies. 
He called on range States to stand together and 
ensure that great apes do not only survive and 
flourish, but also continue to play a central role 
in helping to understand natural environments 
and as a resource contributing to national and 
regional economies.  
 
23. Ghana 
informed 
delegates that 
one of its most 
endangered 
subspecies is 
the western 
chimpanzee. 
He said that 
despite this, it  

 
Delegates from Ghana (© IISD) 

receives very little attention, but that the 
government is working together with an 
international NGO and looking for support to 
carry out a proposal to conduct status surveys 
and conservation of the chimpanzees. He 
underlined the importance of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD) 2010 
Biodiversity Target, outlining challenges to 
protect endangered species such as: 
deforestation, encroachment, hunting, 
bushmeat trade, and international smuggling 
for the pet trade or research. He emphasised 
that these challenges cannot be addressed 
through the solo efforts of range States, and 
called for collaborative action. 
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24. Indonesia discussed the two great apes 
species existing in his country: the Sumatran 
orangutan and the Borneo orangutan. He said 
they were considered flagship species used to 
raise awareness, and they play a key role in 
maintaining the health and biodiversity of 
tropical forests. He also cited scientific interest 
in the orangutans, as they are a branch of great 
ape evolution distinct from African great apes. 
He also suggested there is potential for the 
orangutans to be a tourism icon for the region. 
However, he noted that the rapid decrease of 
lowland forest habitat has resulted in the 
species being placed on The World 
Conservation Union (IUCN) Red List – with 
the Sumatran orangutan listed as critically 
endangered and the Borneo orangutan listed as 
endangered. He described Indonesia’s current 
strategy for orangutans, which is: aimed at 
long-term survival; in line with implementation 
of CBD Conference of the Parties (COP) -7 
decision on protected areas; based on 
improved conservation of biodiversity in 
logging sections and other utilised forests; and 
committed to implementation of Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) Resolution 
Conf. 13.4 (Conservation of and trade in great 
apes). He said Indonesia is organising two 
orangutan protection workshops, with a view 
to producing a comprehensive and achievable 
strategy to offset or eliminate threats. He also 
stressed the need for more effective law 
enforcement, awareness of judiciaries, and 
training of park rangers.  
 
25. Angola informed delegates that gorillas 
and chimpanzees exist in the Cabinda province  

of Angola, in an area 
of dense forest. He 
described some 
national activities 
undertaken on great 
ape conservation, 
including educational 
initiatives, 
establishment of 
protected forest 
areas, anti-poaching 
activities, and  
 

establishment of other income-generating 
activities for local populations, such as a 
livestock provision programme. He cited 
participation in international level activities, 
such as the Central African Forest Commission 
(COMIFAC) deliberations as well as the 
African Timber Organisation (ATO). He also 
mentioned that efforts were underway with 
neighbouring countries such as the DRC and 
the Republic of Congo to establish a cross-
border conservation area, Transboundary 
Biosphere Reserves in the Mayumbe tropical 
forest region.  
 
26. The US emphasised that the cooperation 
of range States is crucial for the long-term 
survival of great apes. He stressed the 
dedication of the US to regional conservation 
efforts, describing the Congo Basin Forest 
Partnership (CBFP) and stating that US 
contributions aim to ensure sustainable 
management of forests in 11 priority forest 
landscapes. He said that since 2002, the US 
government has earmarked $54 million for 
actions in the Congo Basin, with results such as 
strengthening of park networks, increased 
cross-border collaboration, new partnerships 
with the private sector, and increased 
infrastructure in remote areas. He also 
discussed the US Great Apes Conservation 
Fund, which has made possible dozens of 
projects for great apes and their habitats.  
 
27. Côte d’Ivoire noted that despite socio-
political crises in his country, measures had 
been taken to protect valuable habitat and 
natural resources. He said that in 2002 – prior 
to the war – a law had been passed 
strengthening the status of protected areas, 
parks and natural areas, which took into 
account great apes. He added that over the next 
12 years, the programme would be developed 
so that all of these protected areas would have 
legal status and an autonomous management 
body. He emphasised the importance of 
collaboration with the international community, 
and called for the expansion of protected areas 
through cross-border corridors.   

Graciano Domingos, Deputy 
Minister, Ministry of Urbanization 
and Environment, Angola (© IISD) 

 
28. The UK said it was unfortunate that 
many donor countries were not participating in 
the meeting, and stressed that strategic financial 
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support for great ape conservation can be in 
line with poverty reduction and local economic 
development. He asserted that GRASP 
Partners and the project itself can deliver on its 
aims, especially if the wider context is taken 
into account. 
 
29. Japan emphasised that not only range 
States, but other states, NGOs and 
international organisations should be 
concerned with great ape conservation. He 
outlined conservation and study activities 
conducted by Japanese researchers, such as on 
orangutans in Borneo and chimpanzees in 
Tanzania. He said private sector aid from Japan 
also supports great ape conservation, and 
indicated his plan to build up collaborative 
relationships with range States.  
 
30. A representative of the COMIFAC 
noted that his organisation was the 
manifestation of the Presidents of 10 Central 
African countries to guarantee sustainable 
development and protection of forest 
ecosystems in the region, particularly the 
Congo Basin. He noted that great apes play an 
important role in maintaining forest 
ecosystems, and that these complex 
interactions are not fully known due to lack of 
full scientific information. He suggested that 
GRASP will contribute to bolstering efforts 
taken by COMIFAC and member states on 
forest ecosystem conservation, noting the 
Partnership is in line with the Convergence 
Plan adopted in Brazzaville in February 2005. 
He called for harmonising interventions in the 
field, and said the GRASP meeting will be an 
historical milestone for the conservation of 
great apes and their habitat.  
 
31. A representative of the European  
Commission (EC) 
fully associated 
themselves with the 
objectives of GRASP, 
and stressed the 
importance of 
working with CITES. 
He said sustainable 
policy for 
conservation of great 
apes requires assisting 

local populations, and announced the 
finalisation of an agreement with GRASP for 
Euros 2.4 million. 
 
32. Reminding delegates of the CITES 
resolution on conservation of and trade in great 
apes, the CITES representative emphasised the 
importance of partnership in achieving success 
in today’s world of limited resources and 
competing priorities. He noted that CITES 
does not have resources or money to offer 
GRASP, but can offer expertise and 
experience, especially on: addressing trade as a 
threat to great apes, including establishing 
relationships with customs organisations; 
creating wildlife enforcement law networks; 
establishing the Great Ape Enforcement Task 
Force; cooperating on technical missions; and 
sharing wildlife legislation expertise. He 
stressed the importance of converting words 
and meetings into action.  
 
33. A representative of the Lusaka 
Agreement Working Group – the objective 
of which is to reduce and eliminate trafficking 
in flora and fauna – described the accord, 
which has six member states, half of whom are 
great ape range States. He said the Task Force 
supports GRASP’s mandate through field 
activities, capacity building, and training of 
enforcement agents. In addition to the usual 
threats to great apes – disease, poaching, 
encroachment, armed conflict, trafficking, etc. 
– he cited corruption as an aggravating factor. 
He said the Task Force works with national 
bureaux of member states and with other 
institutions, such as Interpol, the World 
Customs Union, UNEP, COMIFAC and 
others. He launched an appeal to African 
countries, calling on the pooling of efforts in 
law enforcement. 
 

 
Michel Van den Bossche, 
European Commission (© IISD) 

34. A representative of 17 international 
NGO Partners made a collective statement in 
the form of a declaration. The representative 
made reference to: CBD commitments and the 
2010 Biodiversity Target; the decline of great 
ape populations; and the dependence of local 
communities on natural resources. The NGOs 
called on the GRASP Partnership to, inter alia: 
design and implement conservation actions at a 
high governmental and intergovernmental level; 
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capitalise on the international and multisectoral 
nature of the Partnership to mobilise new 
sources of funding; establish permanent staff 
and mechanisms necessary to manage GRASP 
effectively in the long-term; develop a goal-
oriented strategic plan that serves as the basis 
of future workplans; establish a scientific 
commission; ensure conservation policies are 
coordinated between range States; encourage  

 
 
 

range States to 
assume greater 
responsibility for  

 
Peter J. Stephenson, WWF 
International (© IISD) 

achieving GRASP 
objectives; and 
encourage donor 
and range States 
to ensure their 
policies and 
legislation 
contribute as 
actively as possible 
to great ape 
conservation.  

  
35. GRASP Supporting Partner Volcanoes 
Safaris pointed out that the missing link in 
great ape conservation is that of the private 
sector. Noting that great apes are one of the 
most unique resources in the world, he 
described work by his company to set up safari 
structures in Uganda and Rwanda, which 
depend on protection of great apes and their 
habitat. He said very little has been done to 
garner benefits of great apes for local 
communities, and more should be done to 
create income for these groups. He said 
community participation should be sensitive, 
and eco-tourism should be based on pro-poor 
livelihood projects that impact minimally on 
the great apes. He stressed that conservation 
and development cannot be seen as being in 
conflict, and warned that if community needs 
are not taken into consideration, protected 
areas will be destroyed. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
(© IISD) 
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TUESDAY 6 SEPTEMBER  
First Intergovernmental Meeting 
 
Morning session 
 
36. On the morning of Tuesday 6 
September, delegates continued to hear 
statements by various representatives. Agenda 
items on the documents to be agreed were 
introduced and briefly discussed in the 
afternoon, with deliberations on these 
documents continuing in the afternoon. Two 
statements were given in the afternoon, but are 
included here with the other statements in the 
morning.  
 
37. The Ambassador of Italy to the DRC 
emphasised that great apes are a form of 
wealth, and can guarantee range States revenue 
through eco-tourism. He noted that Italy has 
been managing parks in DRC as a source of 
income for people living around the parks. He 
called on range States not to allow great apes to 
become extinct, as it is “killing the goose that 
lays the golden eggs”. He recalled that they 
made $300,000 available through UNESCO to 
protect the national heritage of DRC’s 
Garamba National Park. 
 
38. Burundi discussed a national 
programme for the conservation of 
chimpanzees, which comprises elements on 
forest ecosystem protection and creation of 
sanctuaries for orphan populations. He said 
chimpanzees had not been spared ever since 
the outbreak of the socio-political crisis in 
1993, and therefore the programme’s initial 
focus was taking an inventory of the 
chimpanzees and assessing their degree of 
vulnerability and the anthropological activity in 
the areas where they live. Once this census is 
taken, he said action plans would then be 
defined for conservation of the species. He also 
called on the Jane Goodall Institute to honour 
their 1994 commitments regarding the 
repatriation of chimpanzees from Kenya to 
Burundi once peace has been restored.  
 
39. Cameroon outlined its natural resource 
heritage and described threats to this heritage. 

He outlined measures the government has 
taken to save gorillas and chimpanzees from 
extinction, including: legal instruments to 
protect gorillas, which has resulted in seizures 
and confiscations, as well as prosecutions of 
offenders; creation of protected areas, which 
comprise 15.8% of Cameroon’s total surface 
area; signing, ratification and implementation of 
various multilateral environmental agreements; 
involvement of local communities in 
sustainable management of biodiversity; public 
awareness and education; great ape inventories 
in some areas; and elaboration of a national 
action plan. He said more can be achieved for 
great ape conservation through intensified 
wildlife law enforcement, public awareness, and 
improvement of local community livelihoods. 
 
40. Noting that it has the largest number of 
chimpanzees, Guinea said it used traditional 
conservation skills as well as government 
efforts to manage resources. She informed 
delegates that issuing of hunting permits was 
suspended in 1986, and that in 1987 a law was 
issued to protect wild fauna. She said the influx 
of refugees fleeing wars in other countries has 
contributed to the destruction of natural 
habitat, threatening the lives of chimpanzees. 
She said although the government is making 
efforts to recover orphaned chimpanzees and 
prevent capture for the pet trade, protection is 
only possible if strategies are in concert with 
sub-regional initiatives. She described the 
national plan that has been developed, pointing 
out that it will: facilitate interactions between 
public and private sectors; strengthen 
partnership among institutions that address 
chimpanzee conservation; increase knowledge 
of chimpanzees and their habitats; and invite 
communities to participate in conservation.  
 
41. The Central African Republic noted it 
is a range States for gorillas and chimpanzees, 
and called for urgent action to conserve great 
apes given the difficult and hostile environment 
in which they live. He supported the 
establishment of GRASP as a dynamic body 
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for dialogue and activities to save great apes, 
and voiced his support for this initiative. 
 
42. A representative of the Congo Basin 
Forest Partnership (CBFP) noted that – like 
GRASP – it is a World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (WSSD) Type II partnership, 
with involvement of both civil society and the 
private sector. He gave an historical outline of 
what has been happening with the CBFP since 
its inception, informing delegates that France 
took over facilitation of the Partnership in 
February 2005, from the US. He said a website 
was launched (www. cbfp.org), and urged 
GRASP to take into consideration the use of 
forests by the private sector when considering 
great ape conservation, stressing the value of 
ensuring private sector use is as least disturbing 
as possible for great apes.  
 
43. The DRC gave some information about 
its natural heritage, informing delegates that: 
protected areas comprise 9% of the country; 
three of the four great ape species exist in the 
DRC; and there are five World Heritage Sites in 
DRC. Describing threats to great ape species, 
the representative said the government 
solemnly commits to: implement laws on 
nature conservation; establish new protected 
areas within great ape habitat in order to reach 
the goal of having 15% of the territory as 
conservation areas; establish mechanisms to 
reduce the poverty of populations living near 
great apes; improve the health of great apes; 
promote scientific research to improve levels of 
reproduction; and promote partnership among 
those involved in conservation. He called on 
the international community to provide 
technical and financial assistance for these 
activities.  
 
44. A representative from the Rural 
Environment and Development 
Organisation (Rwanda) referred to the conflict 
in Rwanda that was, in his words, disastrous for 
humans as well as wildlife inheritance. He said 
that for the past five years, protection of great 
apes has been a priority for his country, given 
that gorilla tourism is the second biggest source 
of foreign earnings. He noted challenges in 
Rwanda due to overpopulation – about 500  

people per 
square 
kilometre – 
especially that 
associated with 
resettling 
Rwandans who 
are returning 
after being 
abroad. He 
detailed the 
shrinking of 
valuable forest 
ecosystems to  

  

Damascéne Gashumba, REDO, Rwanda (© IISD) 

less than 5% of their original size, and launched 
an appeal to GRASP to assist with preservation 
of their disappearing species and habitats.  
 
45. The Born Free Foundation stressed 
that conservation of great apes and their habitat 
cannot be achieved by any one country or 
organisation, but must be based on partnership 
and unity of purpose. He emphasised that 
“when circumstances demand, we must 
sacrifice our individual agendas and work 
together for a common goal.” He said the 
philosophy of GRASP as an inclusive and 
freestanding structure for Partner participation 
must be a reality, and called on delegates to 
“ask not what GRASP can do for you, but 
what you can do for GRASP”. He said that 
Partners who stand back from GRASP must 
hold themselves responsible if it fails. He 
outlined the contributions – financial and 
otherwise – of the Born Free Foundation to 
GRASP, nothing they have pledged an extra 
$20,000 for great ape activities, and more for 
great ape task force missions. He said the 
greatest threats to great ape conservation are 
cynicism, apathy and pessimism, and said the 
lack of faith must be challenged. 
  
46. Jean-Eudes Teya, Minister of Water, 
Forests, Hunting and Fishing of the 
Central African Republic said that in his 
country, great apes live in regions where there 
is pressure from economic activity such as 
industrial logging and diamond production. He 
also cited food needs of indigenous populations 
as major risks and threats to the survival of 
great apes. He asserted that lifting the threats to 
great apes is predicated upon economic 
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recovery that involves local populations, who 
must be provided with alternative income-
generating activities and alternative resources 
for survival. He suggested that eco-tourism 
would be an alternative and provide a means of 
sustainable management of their heritage. 
 
47. Henri Djombo, Minister of the Forest 
Economy and of the Environment of the 
Republic of Congo arrived in the afternoon, 
and gave his statement at that time. He 
informed delegates that the Republic of Congo 
has protected areas that cover 11.2% of their 
national territory, and said that great apes in his 
country are subject to three main threats: illegal 
hunting; habitat degradation; and outbreaks of 
the Ebola virus. He described conservation 
efforts, such as: creation of natural reserves; 
establishment of chimpanzee nurseries for 
reintroduction; repatriation of bonobos to the 
DRC; adherence to multilateral environmental 
agreements; and proposals to add western 
gorillas to Annex II of Convention on 
Migratory Species (CMS). He outlined 
objectives within the Republic’s strategic plan 
on great apes: creation of a great ape database; 
establishment of a network of conservation 
projects and a special anti-poaching unit; 
monitoring of epidemiological situations; 
promotion of great apes in tourism; raising 
public awareness; strengthening national 
institutional frameworks; and strengthening 
international cooperation.  
 
48. A representative of local NGOs in the 
DRC also gave a statement, emphasising: close 
cooperation with GRASP; intensification of 
information and awareness campaigns; 
dissemination of legal text on great apes; 
promotion of traditional conservation methods 
such as taboos, legends, and food restrictions; 
creation of a database on areas of intervention; 
involvement of local populations in great ape 
conservation projects that are outside of 
protected areas; initiation of micro- and macro- 
development projects to address poverty of 
populations living next to great apes; and 
strengthening the capacity of local NGOs to 
provide for better follow-up in field activities. 
 
49. Chair Musibono then introduced 
Agenda Item 5(b), Discussion on and 

recommendation to the Council regarding 
the “Draft global strategy for the survival of 
great apes” 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/Prep.Com.1/2/R
ev.2). Stanley Johnson, GRASP Consultant, 
provided a history of the Draft global strategy for 
the survival of great apes, stating that the strategy 
was devised in 2003 with the idea of creating an 
overall strategic framework for the work of all 
actors who are involved in great ape 
conservation. He highlighted the overall goal of 
the strategy, its objectives, national and 
international dimensions of the strategy. 
Delegates then submitted comments on the 
strategy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Melanie Virtue w ith GRASP Patrons: Prof. Richard Wrangham and Prof. 
Toshisada Nishida; and Naoto Shibui, UNESCO 

50. Uganda made comments regarding: 
indigenous communities who live in 
conservation areas, in particular resettlement of 
these communities under UN guidelines and 
funding for these activities; financial support 
for Multilateral Environment Agreement 
(MEA) membership fees; range States having 
permanent membership of GRASP, as well as 
collective veto powers; and sharing of success 
stories in great ape conservation.  
 
51. The Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund 
International (DFGF-I) called for deletion for 
text on population crashes of eastern lowland 
gorillas. The Central African Republic 
suggested a data/intelligence network on great 
apes, with international support. The 
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) 
called for reference to the Great Apes 
Enforcement Task Force in the section on 
longer-term objectives. The Pan African 
Sanctuaries Alliance suggested reference to 
reintroduction to the wild of species as a part 
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of the long-term strategy. Bristol Zoo Gardens 
proposed adding specific text under 
“immediate objectives” on income-generating 
activities that are pro-poor and locally directed. 
 
52. DFGF-I proposed deleting reference to 
conservation of “viable” world populations of 
great apes. Mr. Johnson informed delegates that 
he spoke with GRASP Patron Richard Leakey 
about the issue of “viable” populations, and it 
was felt that deleting this word would not be 
problematic in terms of the overall goal of 
GRASP. The Wild Chimpanzee Foundation 
added that the Scientific Commission could 
also input on this matter.  
 
53. The representative from DFGF-I also 
enquired about whether any partner knew of 
 any private 
sector 
companies that 
have “shown 
themselves to 
be sensitive to 
the potential 
disruption to 
forest habitat 
caused by 
mineral 
extraction”. 
The Dian 
Fossey Gorilla  
Fund Europe (DFGF-E) suggested that HC 
Stark – a German company that mines coltan – 
have been involved in and fund the Durban 
Process to find solutions to coltan extraction 
issues.  

 
54. After these comments were submitted, 
delegates went onto Agenda Item 5(c) the 
“Draft Great Apes Survival Project 
(GRASP) Partnership outline workplan, 
2003-2007” 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM.1/1). IGM 
Deputy Secretary-General Melanie Virtue gave 
an overview of the history and structure of 
GRASP, and of the workplan. Regarding the 
history of GRASP, she noted that UNEP 
Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, Ian 
Redmond and the Born Free Foundation 
played a key role in the establishment of 
GRASP in 2001, and that in 2002 GRASP was 

registered as a WSSD Type II partnership. She 
added that in November 2003 there was a 
meeting in Paris where the draft rules of the 
Partnership were discussed, and in 2004 the 
Interim Executive Committee established the 
Interim Scientific Commission (ISC) to provide 
independent scientific advice to GRASP. She 
added that Technical Support Teams were one 
of the longer-standing parts of GRASP, and 
were tasked with visiting range States, 
establishing national focal points, and 
developing national great apes survival plans. 
She noted that the role of these teams has been 
changing, and if the rules are agreed, the 
Scientific Commission will define the work of 
any teams to be created.  
 
55. In terms of comments on the 2003-2007 
workplan, Cameroon suggested – and IFAW 
and the US supported – adding text on 
awareness raising for judiciaries and legal 
systems. He also proposed text on support for 
anti-poaching operations, both internal and 
cross-border, as well as establishment of an 
early warning system for Ebola and anthrax 
based on ape die-offs. 

 
Patrick Mehlman, DFGF-I (© IISD) 

 
56. Stanley Johnson then introduced 
Agenda Item 5(a) “Draft rules for the 
organisation and management of the Great 
Apes Survival Project (GRASP) 
Partnership” 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM.1/2), 
reminding delegates of the overall goal of 
GRASP to conserve viable populations of all 
species and subspecies of great apes in their 
natural habitats wherever they exist. He 
outlined the immediate objectives of the 
Partnership, described the five envisaged 
categories of Partners and three envisaged 
categories of Supporting Partners, and the 
organisation of GRASP.  
 
57. Before adjourning the morning session 
on Tuesday, a short video message from Dame 
Jane Goodall, GRASP Patron and UN 
Ambassador of Peace was shown to delegates. 
In the message, Dr. Goodall congratulated the 
GRASP Secretariat for inspiring, motivating 
and interesting so many diverse people in 
attending the meeting, emphasising that the 
plight of great apes around the world is grim, 
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with habitats and populations shrinking at an 
alarming rate. She stressed that conservation 
approaches based on policing and law 
enforcement are important but not enough to 
conserve great apes in the long run, and that 
partnership with those living around great apes 
and their habitats is necessary. She described 
community conservation projects undertaken 
by the Jane Goodall Institute, such as helping 
villages start small sustainable development 
projects and improve their standard of living. 
She said commitments must be for the long 
term, but that “the most important 
commitment of all is that within our hearts”.  
 
58. Ian Redmond announced the First 
GRASP Leica Award for Services to Great Ape 
Conservation, the prize of which is a pair of 
powerful binoculars donated by Leica. He said 
the award would be given annually to scientists 
from great ape range States who are making a 
difference to great apes. On Friday afternoon at 
the IGM, it was announced that awarding of 
this prize would be postponed and further 
information would be sent out via email. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Afternoon session 
 
59. Discussions on the draft rules were 
continued in the afternoon session. Uganda 
suggested comments regarding: automatic 
designation of full Partners for all range States; 
the GRASP Council Chair being the Chair of 
the Executive Committee, and that this 
position is held by a range State; quorum 
requirements for the Executive Committee and 
Scientific Commission; limitations on observer 
attendance at Executive Committee meetings; 
the frequency of face-to-face Executive 

Committee meetings; and clarification of the 
subregions. In response to the comment on the 
Chairs, Mr. Johnson pointed out there could be 
inconsistencies with election procedures should 
the Council Chair be the same as the Executive 
Committee Chair and if a range State holds this 
position. 
 
60. Cameroon suggested, with support from 
UNEP, that the sponsoring agency Partner 
category be expanded to allow for any others 
who may wish to sponsor GRASP, such as 
UNDP. He also proposed that the official work 
of GRASP always be provided in both English 
and French. The Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Project suggested that documents 
also be translated into Malaysian and 
Indonesian languages, to ensure officials in 
those countries can understand them.  
 
61. The Republic of Congo asked for 
clarification regarding the status of great apes 
held in captivity, requested more detail on the 
role of GRASP at the national level, and 
suggested establishing an epidemiological sub-
commission. In response to these comments, 
Chair Musibono pointed out the difficulties of 
including great apes held in captivity, especially 
in regards to designation of range States. Côte 
d’Ivoire reminded delegates that the strategy 
states that GRASP is not prescriptive, and 
therefore national level activities should not be 
mandatory.  

 
Delegates enjoying lunch break (© IISD) 

 
62. Regarding functions of the Secretariat, 
UNEP clarified that because the GRASP 
Secretariat is housed within UN agencies, 
Secretariat staff must abide by UN regulations. 
Cameroon enquired whether Secretariat 
appointments could be in consultation with the 
Executive Committee. UNEP clarified that UN 
recruitment procedures are set by the General 
Assembly, and are very difficult to modify, but 
that consultation with partners is always 
possible.  
 
63. IFAW suggested that under GRASP 
Secretariat functions should be text on 
establishing a website, and called for text 
stating that academic institutions and research 
bodies “should not be involved in animal 
experimentation of any kind whatsoever.” The 
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UK proposed that: more detail regarding how 
intersessional GRASP Council meetings are 
called, suggesting that they be convened if 
requested by a certain amount of partners from 
categories A, B, or C.  
 
64. Côte d’Ivoire also suggested annual 
reporting periods, as opposed to biennial, and 
that there might be membership fees so as to 
ensure a sustainable financial base for activities. 
Indonesia suggested that if range States 
membership on the Executive Committee was 
based on species, there are six positions instead 
of four.    
 
65. Japan asked for clarification regarding 
text on “relevant conventions and agreements”, 
and whether the promotion of legal 
frameworks for great apes protection included 
non-range States. Senegal proposed adding the 
text “and their habitats” to any reference to 
conservation of great apes, since this is an 
important part of the partnership. He 
supported Uganda’s suggestion about range 
States being automatically designated as full 
Partners, and suggested that the Secretariat 
could inform them of this.  
 
66. In resuming discussions of Agenda 
Item 5(c), the “UNEP Great Apes Survival 
Project (GRASP) Partnership outline 
workplan 2003-2007”, IGM Deputy Secretary-
General Melanie Virtue reminded delegates that 
this original workplan was agreed at the 
Preparatory Committee Meeting held in Paris in 
November 2003, that the timeframe was 
already more than half over, and that a large 
proportion of the targets had already been 
reached.  She noted that with the evolution of 
the GRASP Partnership, a new approach was 
developed, introducing document 
UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM/1.6, “The
Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) 
Partnership – A Distinctive Approach: 
Current Priorities”. 
 
67. She emphasised that the approach is 
based on what is perceived to be GRASP’s 
added value, and enumerated the priorities: (1) 
High-level national and intergovernmental 
dialogue to generate political will and influence 
policy for great ape conservation globally; (2) 

Planning and monitoring at the national, 
regional and international level to bring the 
decline of great ape populations to a halt; (3) 
Development and promotion of best practices, 
cooperation and technical support between and 
among all stakeholders; (4) Media, information 
and public awareness to mitigate the threats 
facing the great apes; and (5) New and 
additional funding for great ape conservation. 
She clarified that this document provided a 
general statement of priorities, and that detailed 
targets and activities would be developed in 
specific workplans. 
 
68. Delegates then made preliminary 
comments on the “Distinctive Approach”. 
IFAW said he felt the priorities were well 
articulated, and in the right order. The Born 
Free Foundation said the document provides a 
good way forward, and that the Executive 
Committee and Scientific Commission should 
work on more detailed workplans. Concerns 
were raised about the ordering of the priorities, 
and Ms. Virtue clarified that they were listed 
from general to specific, and would be 
addressed concurrently, and not in sequential 
order. The Central African Republic said the 
Secretariat had done a good job with the 
document, and asked for examples of what 
targets had been achieved. Ms. Virtue briefly 
described some of the targets and how they 
were reached, including through various 
activities such as, inter alia: cooperative 
initiatives with the Secretariats of multilateral 
environmental agreements; collaboration with 
the Primate Specialist Group of IUCN; projects 
implemented with a number of NGOs; 
technical support missions to numerous range 
States; organisation of an international 
conference; launch of the World Atlas of Great 
Apes and their Conservation; training of anti-
poaching teams; new and additional funds 
raised from various donors; and publication of 
new GRASP leaflets.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Eric Blencowe chairs the working group on the draft declaration
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WEDNESDAY 7 SEPTEMBER  
First GRASP Council Meeting 
 
Morning session 
 
69. Opening the First GRASP Council 
Meeting on Wednesday, IGM Secretary-
General Samy Mankoto reviewed the 
proceedings of the previous two days of the 
Intergovernmental Meeting, noting that there 
had been technical discussions on the 
document and that a drafting group had been 
formed to work on the declaration. He 
introduced Moses Mapesa Wafula (Executive 
Director, Uganda Wildlife Authority), who was 
elected by acclamation as Chair of the Council 
Meeting. 
 
70. Chair Mapesa introduced the Agenda, 
which was adopted without objection. He 
introduced Agenda Item 4, Report of the 
Chair of the GRASP Interim Executive 
Committee (IEC), noting that Uganda has 
been Chair of the IEC since 2003. He stated 
that the composition of the IEC included: 
representatives from three great ape range 
States – Uganda, DRC and Indonesia; a 
representative from the donor countries – UK; 
two NGOs – Wildlife Conservation Society 
(WCS) and the Orangutan Foundation; a 
representative from the multilateral 
environmental agreement (MEAs) – CITES; 
and representatives from the GRASP 
Secretariat – UNEP and UNESCO.  
 
71. Aggrey Rwetsiba (Uganda) reported that 
the IEC had four teleconferences and two face-
to-face meetings during the interim period 
between November 2003 and the 
IGM/Council Meeting, as well as a meeting of 
some members to discuss how the Technical 
Support Teams could work with the Interim 
Scientific Commission (ISC). He reminded 
delegates of the terms of reference of the IEC: 
monitoring the implementation of the GRASP 
Partnership; identifying and overseeing 
attainment of Partnership objectives and 
deciding on funding of Partnership projects; 
commissioning and overseeing implementation 
of the Partnership role in the Global Strategy 

for the Survival of Great Apes; deciding on the 
admission, suspension, expulsion or limitation 
of the rights of Partners; seeking advice of the 
ISC; approving the annual workplans of the 
secretariat, Technical Support Teams and ISC; 
overseeing the activities of Patrons and 
approving Secretariat recommendations 
regarding appointments; assuming other 
functions as deemed necessary. 
 
72. Chair Mapesa then introduced Agenda 
Item 5, Report of the Chair of the Interim 
Scientific Commission (ISC). This was 
presented by co-Chair Dr. Mark Leighton. He 
said the ISC had been elected by the Section on 
Great Apes of the IUCN Primate Specialist 
Group and the President of the International 
Primatological Society, and that the ISC had 11 
members representing regional and taxonomic 
expertise. He 
reported that 
the work of the 
ISC started in 
December 2004 
and has steadily 
grown in 
intensity leading 
up to the IGM. 
He said most of 
the work has 
been done by 
email, and that 
he hopes to 
increase the 
frequency of wo
months. He repo
been to: advise 
activities; review
scientific issues; 
possible funding
Secretariat, review
Support Teams.  
 
73. Dr. Leight
developing an 
populations and s
list is for it to be
 
Mark Leighton, co-chair of the ISC
rk done together in coming 
rted that the ISC tasks have 
the IEC on policies and 

 GRASP documents for 
review project proposals for 
 or action; and with the 
 the work of the Technical 

on said the ISC had been 
indicative list of priority 
ites, and that the plan for the 
 integrated into an updatable 
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database for long-term improvement of 
scientific data and for monitoring populations 
and sites. He proposed it should be the basis 
for guiding GRASP strategies on fundraising, 
scientific monitoring, and legal/political work. 
  
74. In terms of the report, he gave 
definitions of various terms, and explained that 
success was measured by how well populations 
and habitats are being maintained. He said 
taxon specific experts – including ISC members 
and others – compiled the report. He discussed 
the results of and maps for the 14 taxa, 
explaining that the maps show where 
populations are, the nature of habitats, 
biogeographical outlier populations, and where 
populations fall into protected areas or parks.  
 
75. Dr. Leighton reported that there were a 
total of 112 priority populations and 94 sites, 
and that all range States are represented by at 
least one priority population or site: the DRC 
has 30 priority populations and Indonesia and 
Cameroon have more than 20 each. He briefly 
discussed theoretical and scientific challenges 
associated with criteria, but noted that the lists 
were compiled with “consensus and 
camaraderie”.  
 
76. In terms of specific and notable findings, 
he reported that the cross-river gorilla is the 
most endangered great ape, with four 
populations – totalling about 300 individuals – 
living in a fragmented environment.  
 
77. Indicating future plans to incorporate 
the preliminary list into a geo-reference 
database, he said the Scientific Commission 
would like to receive inputs from range States 
on how the Commission can be useful to them. 
He informed delegates that the maps and other 
information are available online at the Wood’s 
Hole Research Centre GRASP website 
(http://www.whrc.org/africa/prioritypops/), 
but that the site would be moved later. 
 
78. After this presentation, Chair Mapesa 
introduced Agenda Item 6, Report of the 
Activities of the Technical Support Teams, 
presented by Ian Redmond, GRASP 
Consultant. Mr. Redmond specified the roles of 
the Technical Support Teams, including: 

partnership building, including through 
missions to range States; offering support to 
focal points, such as through national 
workshops; assisting with development of 
national policy documents or action plans; and 
raising awareness at all levels, such as through 
public lectures, presentations to scientific 
gatherings, and the Great Apes Film Initiative. 
He then explained to delegates the basic 
challenges faced by focal points, such as 
internet access, funds for phone calls, 
transportation, and adequate office facilities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ian Redmond with Ilumbe Ya Mponde and Biya Munena Jacques from 
the Institute of Zoological and Botanic Gardens of Congo

79. Chair Mapesa then introduced Agenda 
Item 7, Report by the GRASP Secretariat, 
which was presented by Melanie Virtue and 
Natarajan Ishwaran. Mr. Ishwaran explained 
UNESCO’s role in GRASP, explaining that the 
main people dedicated to GRASP are at 
UNEP, and that UNESCO could not hire 
someone specifically for GRASP unless special 
funds were made available. He enumerated 
contributions of UNESCO to GRASP, such as 
the convening of two IEC meetings in Paris, 
the Central African World Heritage Forests 
Initiative, development of a documentary and a 
DVD, and contributions to an exhibition held 
at Cité des Sciences et de l'Industrie, a museum 
in Paris. He added that UNESCO was trying to 
work with donor states for activities through 
the UN Decade for Education for Sustainable 
Development. Mr. Ishwaran said he looked 
forward to seeing what specific actions of the 
Partnership can be taken up by range States, 
and to mobilising certain actions for great apes 
conservation through their World Heritage 
Sites and Biosphere Reserves. 
 
80. Ms. Virtue then presented financial 
information from the GRASP Secretariat, from 

http://www.whrc.org/africa/prioritypops/
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the period 2003-2005. She reported that total 
income was $1,909,075 (not including the EC 
grant, as it had not been received yet) – which 
was donated by UNEP, the UN Foundation 
Planning Grant, the governments of the UK,  

Ireland, Denmark 
and Germany, as 
well as the private 
sector. In terms of 
expenditures, she 
reported that a total 
of $2,081,000 had 
been spent on: 
activities such as 
development of 
national great apes 
survival plans, 
technical assistance, 
and field projects; 
partnership 
strengthening, i.e.  

support for IEC, ISC, and other meetings; the 
Intergovernmental Meeting; information and 
awareness raising; fundraising; and operations. 
She noted that although these figures indicated 
that GRASP Partnership was running over 
budget, in fact the EC grant had allotted funds 
for the Intergovernmental Meeting, and UNEP 
was lending the Secretariat the money until the 
funds were received. At that time, the finances 
would be balanced.  
 
81. In the ensuing discussions, Côte d’Ivoire 
suggested that funds might be mobilised from 
NGOs in addition to donors and sponsoring 
agencies. Ms. Virtue explained the funding 
process, and that projects have to be presented 
to donors before funds could be raised. A 
number of NGOs specified great ape projects 
and activities they had undertaken with their 
own funds, explaining that their contributions 
tend to be in-kind and not financial. Concerns 
were raised by various delegates about great 
apes living in non-protected areas, and it was 
suggested that these be taken into account. Dr. 
Leighton welcomed the opportunity to 
cooperate with field rangers, wildlife 
departments, forestry officers and others to 
develop projects on these populations. Lukuru 
Wildlife Research Project enquired about the 
finances of GRASP-Japan and GRASP-
Australia. On GRASP-Japan, it was clarified 

that there are no financial inputs to them, 
although there are activities taking place in 
Japan, such as the Expo in Aichi. Regarding 
GRASP-Australia, Ian Redmond explained that 
they are a concerned group of primatologists 
and conservationists who are self-organised and 
self-financed, and who had run a speaking tour 
to raise awareness, which culminated in a 
discussion with government officials. He 
expressed hope that Australia would become a 
donor to GRASP.  

 
Melanie Virtue, UNEP 

 
82. On audio-visual materials, one delegate 
suggested development of an inventory of 
audio-visual materials, and Ian Redmond 
mentioned a film made with an Indonesian 
celebrity to raise awareness in that country. He 
also suggested discussing great ape issues with 
education ministries with the help of 
UNESCO, and working with the World Health 
Organisation and the World Tourism 
Organisation. The Central African Republic 
stressed the importance of education for 
younger generations to be aware of matters 
related to great apes. Burundi raised the issue 
of anti-personnel mines and the threat they 
pose to great apes in previous conflict areas.  
 
83. Chair Mapesa then introduced Agenda 
Item 8, Discussion and adoption of the 
“Draft global strategy for the survival of 
great apes”. Stanley Johnson, GRASP 
Consultant expressed hope that delegates to the 
GRASP Council could agree to the 
amendments made, so that the document could 
be forwarded in a complete form to the 
Intergovernmental Meeting on Friday.  
 
84. Delegates easily agreed to the following 
amendments: addition of “and their habitat” to 
the title of the document; deleting text on 
population crashes of eastern lowland gorilla; 
creation of an international network of 
intelligence; text on “bearing in mind the costs 
of such participation” vis-à-vis the cost of 
joining multilateral environmental agreement 
(MEAs); and text on the promotion of 
education and awareness of local populations.  
 
85. On text specifying private industry and 
business and conservation of biodiversity, there 
were mixed views on whether specific 
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companies should be included. Some delegates 
felt that circumstances change, and that the 
document should be written so as to be 
timeless. DFGF-E clarified that it had 
suggested adding reference to HC Stark - a 
coltan processing company – because it had 
found alternative sources of coltan when the 
DRC crisis started, and because it funds great 
ape conservation projects. Others supported 
listing these companies into an annex, as both 
“a carrot and a stick” toward good behaviour. 
WCS pointed out that if all companies that 
supported conservation were listed, the list 
would be too long. It was agreed that there 
would be no specific examples.  
 
86. Delegates were divided regarding 
deletion of the reference to “viable” 
populations, with some feeling GRASP should 
focus its efforts on populations that are going 
to survive, and others feeling that particular 
actions for different populations could be 
specified in other documents, such as the 
workplans. It was decided to delete the word 
“viable”.  
 
87. The Jane Goodall Institute enquired 
about measures of success such as indicators, 
and Mr. Johnson said that the document was a 
general global strategy, and that detailed 
timeframes and programmes would be 
developed in workplans.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

88. Mr. Johnson addressed the concerns of 
the Japanese delegation that were raised during 
the Intergovernmental Meeting, stating that 
promotion of legal frameworks does not apply 
to Japan, and that other relevant conventions 
may include CMS, Ramsar, the World Heritage 
Convention, etc. 
 

89. These changes were agreed and the 
GRASP Council adopted the Global Strategy 
(appendix 4). 
 
Afternoon session 
 
90. Discussed next was Agenda Item 9(a), 
Discussion and adoption of the “Draft rules 
for the organisation and management of 
the Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) 
Partnership”.  
 
91. In terms of general comments, Côte 
d’Ivoire supported adding text on establishing 
the basis of engagement of each country, and 
the Republic of Congo questioned whether this 
was necessary. Côte d’Ivoire called for text 
under objectives on determining the potential 
of each site and to monitor populations of 
great apes, but it was decided that this idea may 
already be reflected in the Global Strategy. He 
said the objectives in the Global Strategy and 
those in the draft rules would be consistent. 
 
92. Delegates did not agree to membership 
fees for GRASP, as many partnerships have 
collapsed due to this requirement. IFAW 
withdrew their proposal on prohibiting 
institutions that engage in animal 
experimentation. Delegates also agreed that 
documents and other materials would be in 
French or English, and if other languages were 
desired, other Partners may provide translation.  

 
Delphine Mulley and Keith Brown, Jane Goodall Institute 

 
93. Under the section on ‘Objectives,’ 
Uganda suggested – and delegates agreed – to 
add text on “underfunded” funding areas. 
 
94. In the section on ‘Partners,’ text was 
accepted on including “other WSSD Type II 
Partnerships” to Category D partners, and text 
on “withdrawal” of partners was deleted. Two 
suggestions were made and accepted regarding 
full Partners – that all great ape range States are 
full partners, and that donor states will become 
full partners as soon as they declare in writing 
their support of GRASP’s goals, mission and 
objectives. A suggestion to replace 
“suspension” stipulations with “sanctions” was 
accepted as well.  
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95. In the section on the ‘GRASP Council’, 
Uganda’s suggestion that the Chair of the 
Council also serve as the Chair of the Executive 
Committee was opposed by numerous 
delegations, though they did agree that the 
Chair of one of the bodies should be a range 
State. The UK suggested a three-year period for 
Council meetings, but this was not approved as 
the terms of office for other GRASP bodies 
and the reporting periods are every two years. 
The UK also suggested that intersessional 
meetings only be convened if three Category A, 
one Category B and one Category C partners 
requested it, so as to ensure that one donor 
country would be willing to participate or fund 
it, and that UNEP or UNESCO could perform 
the Secretariat function. Delegates also agreed 
to text stating that the GRASP Council 
approves and/or amends the multi-annual 
workplan. 
 
96. Regarding the section on the ‘Executive 
Committee’, delegates agreed on text regarding: 
partners from Categories A to D being 
encouraged to host meetings; the number of 
range State representatives remaining at four; 
the number of non-range State representatives 
being increased to two; there being one face-to-
face Executive Committee meeting each year; 
the number of observers would not be limited; 
the Chair of the Executive Committee would 
be elected from among the Category A (range 
State) representatives on the Committee; and 
quorum for the Executive Committee being 
five members with Categories A – C 
represented.  
 
97. The UK submitted a proposal that 
“crucial decisions [made by the Executive 
Committee] will need to be reconsidered at the 
subsequent GRASP Council Meeting”, and 
after some discussion of the matter, with 
delegates urging the Council to trust the 
Executive Committee to elect good 
representatives and make good decisions, the 
suggestion was withdrawn. A proposal to add a 
reporting requirement of the Executive 
Committee to the GRASP Council was 
included.  
 
98. Under the section on ‘Secretariat’, Côte 
d’Ivoire proposed text on a two-year project 

funding cycle within which each range State 
could submit a project, and UNEP clarified 
that this would be dependent upon available 
resources. The Orangutan Foundation stressed 
that the Executive Committee would consult 
with range State when developing annual 
workplans so as to ensure their plans are taken 
into account. IFAW suggested, and delegates 
supported, text on the Secretariat having 
responsibility for the GRASP website. 
 
99. Regarding the section on the ‘Scientific 
Commission’, Uganda suggested quorum, but 
this was deemed to be unworkable given that 
the Commission operates over email. Delegates 
agreed that the Scientific Commission would 
take measures necessary to ensure adequate 
input is received from its members on any 
issues. Mr. Johnson clarified what the 
subregions were in terms of representation on 
the Scientific Commission: Southeast Asia, 
West Africa, Central Africa and East Africa.  
 
100. Regarding the section on Technical 
Support Teams, delegates agreed to reference 
Technical Support Teams “or other ad hoc 
groups”, and regarding funding for these teams 
or groups, that it would be the responsibility of 
“Partners who are requesting the study or by 
other appropriate sources.”  
 
101. On the section on ‘GRASP at the 
national level’, the Republic of Congo had 
suggested text on specific details on national 
level engagement. Ms. Virtue noted that there is 
tremendous variation in terms of how range 
States tend to operate, and that imposing a set 
structure may make operation difficult for 
some. IFAW urged as little bureaucracy as 
possible, and to allow range States to organise 
themselves. Uganda suggested that the 
Executive Committee – instead of sponsoring 
agencies – would have the right to refuse 
donations from entities deemed unsuitable, 
which was agreed.  
 
102. The Rules for the organisation and 
management of the GRASP Partnership were 
then adopted (appendix 5). 
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THURSDAY 8 SEPTEMBER  
First GRASP Council Meeting 
 
Morning session 
 
103. On Thursday 8 September, delegates 
first heard a statement from a representative 
of Indigenous Populations, Ms. Adolphine 
Muley, who said that from time immemorial 
the Pygmy people in DRC had lived in 
symbiosis with the forest, especially in terms of 
protection and knowledge of the ecosystem. 
She said the expulsion of indigenous peoples 
from their land for the sake of protected areas 
and parks is as paradoxical as regrettable, and 
warned that if specific measures are not taken 
on their behalf, they too would become 
threatened species. She asked that the 
indigenous peoples of all range States should be 
recognised as partners to GRASP, and that 
their traditional knowledge should be used for 
its true value and to avoid the threats that great 
apes face.  
 
104. Chair Mapesa introduced Agenda Item 
9(b), Discussion and adoption of the “Draft 
Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) 
Partnership outline workplan 2003-2007”. 
IGM Deputy Secretary-General Melanie Virtue 
noted that many elements of the workplan had 
been covered in earlier sessions, and reminding 
delegates that the timeframe was half over, the 
document could easily be discussed and 
adopted. She said that feedback would be 
incorporated into a full workplan. Cameroon 
had submitted written comments regarding: 
support for internal and transboundary anti-
poaching operations; support for awareness 
raising of national judiciaries and legal systems; 
and support for setting up early warning 
systems for Ebola and anthrax based on ape 
die-offs. 
 
105. Delegates discussed the nature and 
effectiveness of the suggested anti-poaching 
operations, whether this included training and 
equipping of patrols, and how these activities 
might be funded, as they are very expensive. 
DRC mentioned their intention to get their 
armed forces involved in anti-poaching 

operations, and referenced a cooperative ranger 
training project undertaken with Angola. Mr. 
Ishwaran noted that there are examples of 
successful intervention of armed forces in anti-
poaching operations, such as with rhino 
conservation in Nepal. The representative from 
CITES suggested that in many places in the 
document, “wildlife law enforcement” may 
replace “anti-poaching”, and warned that in 
many places it is the gendarmerie who control 
and organise wildlife trade. Centre de 
Recherche en Ecologie et Forestrie (CREF) 
said that training judiciaries would accomplish 
nothing if corruption and poverty continue. 
The Central African Republic suggested that 
the GRASP Secretariat set up a special prize for 
performance to encourage good behaviour. It 
was agreed to add bullet points on supporting 
training and law enforcement operations, and 
on supporting awareness-raising of judicial 
systems and supporting prosecutions and 
imprisonments.  
  
106. The Republic of Congo stressed 
epidemiological surveys and monitoring, and 
Mr. Ishwaran suggested discussing the matter 
with the World Health Organisation, who is 
active on health and biodiversity issues.   

Paneco Foundation 
said that problems 
in Southeast Asia 
revolved more 
around support for 
investigations of 
legal operations, 
such as with 
removal of palm oil 
plantations and the 
illegal use of land. 
Text on the 
Convention on  

 
Henri Djombo, Minister of 
Environment and Forestry, Republic 
of Congo (© IISD) 

Migratory Species was modified to reflect a 
proposal – predicted to be accepted at the 
November CMS COP – to list western gorillas. 
In the new text, there is reference to gorillas in 
general.  
 



Report of GRASP IGM and First Council Meeting 
 

 24

107. Cameroon suggested adding text on the 
role of local NGOs vis-à-vis their national 
focal point. Ian Redmond pointed out that the 
Technical Support Team has a draft document 
on guidelines for national focal points, but it is 
informal and not translated. Lukuru Wildlife 
Research Project informed delegates that the 
DRC national committee has plans to develop 
a database for NGOs, which will include areas 
of expertise. The Born Free Foundation felt a 
database would be very useful for the 
international NGO community in building 
relationships with local NGOs, and Ian 
Redmond reported that the IUCN Primate 
Specialist Group is creating a database. The 
IUCN Primate Specialist Group said it 
expected that the database – which is still in 
progress – would be available for everyone. A 
number of delegations felt it is better if 
national groups set their own procedures for 
liaising and working with their local NGOs, 
although many delegations were supportive of 
NGO work, stating that: they work out of 
conviction, and not necessity; they are more 
trustworthy; and that they provide 
governments with a lot of vital information 
and provide feedback on the efficiency of 
conservation strategies. It was decided that 
there would be text in the workplan on 
working with the IUCN and range States to 
establish a database and network of NGOs 
that are relevant to the GRASP effort.  
 
108. With this, the Workplan was adopted 
(appendix 6). 
 
109. The Chair introduced The Great Apes 
Survival Project (GRASP) Partnership – A 
Distinctive Approach. Delegates expressed  
support for the document, emphasising that its 
elements must be translated into clear and 
measurable annual workplans, and stressing the 
importance of funding to ensure there is 
implementation.  
 
110. Cameroon suggested that text be added 
regarding training activities, wildlife law 
enforcement operations and awareness raising 
under the priority on ‘development and 
promotion of best practices, cooperation and 
technical support between and among all 
stakeholders’, which was agreed.  

111. The ‘Distinctive Approach’ document 
was adopted (appendix 7). 
 
112. The representative of WCS circulated a 
draft decision, the purpose of which was to 
take the Workplan and the ‘Distinctive 
Approach’ documents as a basis for moving 
ahead toward a multi-year workplan. The 
decision recognises the need for a clearly 
defined set of activities that the GRASP 
Partnership can commit to implementing that is 
in line with the Workplan and the Distinctive 
Approach. It tasks the Executive Committee 
with the preparation with a detailed workplan 
for 2006-2007, identifying actions, duration for 
completion, etc. The decision requests the 
Executive Committee to ensure the workplan is 
circulated to all Partners before 31 December 
2005 and recommends that the Executive 
Committee monitors progress, and submits 
progress reports to the next Council session. 
 
113. Côte d’Ivoire 
suggested adding 
text on “indicators” 
of progress, and the 
Orangutan 
Foundation 
suggested that 
workplans should be 
developed in 
collaboration with 
the Scientific 
Commission. UNEP 
proposed adding a reference to national plans to 
be integrated into the workplan.  

 
Ahipeaud Guillaume-Christ, 
Ambassador of Côte d’Ivoire (© 
IISD) 

 
114. Concerns were raised about the 
mechanism of getting the GRASP Council to 
approve the multi-year workplan – upon which 
the annual workplan would be based – as 
stipulated by the GRASP Rules agreed the 
previous day. The WCS representative noted 
that this would just be an issue for the first 
cycle, and that it could be circumvented if the 
Council gives the Executive Committee 
authorisation to produce this first plan. UNEP 
urged delegates to be flexible during this first 
stage, as suits a partnership, and suggested that 
the Executive Committee could develop the 
plan, which could be circulated to everyone, 
with a 10-day comment period.  
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115. Delegates agreed to this and adopted the 
decision (appendix 8).  
 
Afternoon session 
 
116. In the afternoon, delegates addressed 
Agenda Item 11, Election of the Executive 
Committee, starting with Category A (range 
State) partners. Noting that it was the only 
Southeast Asian range State present, Indonesia 
“nominated themselves” as representative. 
Uganda was nominated as the East African 
representative. The DRC was nominated as the 
Central African representative. Guinea was 
nominated for the West African representative. 
The UK and France were selected as the two 
Category B (donor state) representatives. 
Making a short statement on their nomination, 
France mentioned its activities in the Congo 
Basin region, such as through the Congo Basin 
Forest Partnership. He also noted France’s 
intention to take more action for great ape 
conservation and to participate more actively in 
GRASP activities. Category C (sponsoring 
agency) partners required no nominations – 
UNESCO and UNEP are the representatives. 
CITES was nominated as the Category D 
(multilateral environmental agreement) 
representative. The NGOs felt WCS and the 
Orangutan Foundation did a good job on the 
Interim Executive Committee, and were 
therefore nominated to be the Category E 
representatives for the Executive Committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

117. Chair Mapesa congratulated all that had 
been elected, and informed delegates that the 
Executive Committee would meet at a later 
date and elect a chair. He then called on 
delegates to elect a chair for the GRASP 

Council for the next two years. After a brief 
suspension in proceedings, the Republic of 
Congo nominated Cameroon for Council 
Chair, which was supported by many delegates. 
Cameroon thanked the Council for giving them 
the opportunity, and said they would do 
everything to meet the challenges faced by 
great apes and by GRASP.  
 
118. Cameroon reported that a discussion 
group on great apes and diseases had met over 
lunch that day, and that recommendations 
emerging from the group were being circulated. 
The group recommended: setting up of 
national early alert systems for infectious 
diseases based on ape die-off; setting up 
national response systems for zoonoses alerts; 
building up capacity of national laboratories; 
training of veterinarians and health care 
personnel for appropriate detection and 
response protocols; and raising public 
awareness about zoonoses that are 
transmittable from apes to humans. 
 
119. The UK then informed delegates that 
work on the draft declaration had concluded, 
and read out the revised version. (see 
Appendix 3 for text of Declaration) 
 
120. The First GRASP Council Meeting was 
then adjourned.  
 

 
Veerle Vandeweerd, UNEP, and Stanley Johnson, advisor on the IGM 
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FRIDAY 9 SEPTEMBER  
First Intergovernmental Meeting 
 
121. The First Intergovernmental Meeting on 
Great Apes and on GRASP reconvened on 
Friday 9 September for the High-Level 
Segment. 
 
122. IGM Chair Dieudonné Musibono 
welcomed delegates and gave an overview of 
the day’s programme, then IGM Secretary-
General Samy Mankoto gave a summary report 
of the first two days of the IGM on Monday 
and Tuesday, as well as the GRASP Council 
Meeting held on Wednesday and Thursday. Mr. 
Mankoto noted that the meetings had been 
successful with over 200 international 
participants and 300 from the DRC 
participating at the IGM. He noted 
deliberations had enjoyed good coverage from 
international and national media. He announced 
that the GRASP Council had adopted the 
documents they had before them: the Rules for 
organisation and management of GRASP; the 
Workplan and Distinctive Approach; and the 
Global Strategy. He also noted the GRASP 
Council had elected the Council Chair, as well 
as the Executive Committee, who were charged 
with developing a detailed workplan for 2006-
2007.  
 
123. Delegates then heard statements from 
the ministers and heads of delegations to the 
IGM. These were interspersed with NGO 
statements regarding work in the field.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

124. Jim Knight, Minister for Biodiversity 
of the UK, stressed that if we want to convince 
people to care about biodiversity, then great 
apes would make the best ambassadors. He 
said they are our closest animal relatives, with 
definite social hierarchies and political systems. 
He mentioned a visit to Kahuzi-Biega National 
Park made earlier in the week, saying it showed 
how a lot of work can be done with very little 
resources. He said people who are struggling to 
survive and find food cannot be blamed for 
trying to make a living, and this is why every 
conservation effort must include local people in 
purpose and operation. He called on donor 
states to do more, and welcomed the EC 
contribution to GRASP. In terms of the bigger 
picture, he referenced the ambitious package 
for Africa agreed at the G8 meeting in 
Gleneagles, UK, stating that when people 
benefit, so does the environment. He 
concluded by stating that everyone must leave 
the meeting with a renewed sense of purpose 
and knowledge that we can save great apes.  
 
125. Henri Djombo, Minister of the Forest 
Economy and of the Environment of the 
Republic of Congo said the meeting provided 
an opportunity to tackle great apes issues in a 
shared but responsible manner, stressing that 
all must leave convinced that they have 
participated in a true dialogue and have found 
solutions to the survival of great apes. He said 
range States require resources to manage 
current protected areas before expanding them. 
He noted that Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) farmers 
spend $300 billion a year on farm subsidies, so 
should be able to assist with the costs of 
managing projects such as forest ecosystem 
management in the Congo Basin. He stated 
that poverty leads to poaching, and stressed 
ensuring that local populations are not 
marginalised and do not consider nature 
conservation as yet another way of limiting 
access to resources.   

Ministers listening to the High-Level Segment 
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126. Egbé Hillman Achuo, Minister of 
Forestry and Wildlife of Cameroon, thanked 
the GRASP Council for being elected as 
Council Chair, then gave an overview of the 
natural resources wealth in his country, 
highlighting the plight of primates. He 
described the range of actions taken by his 
government to conserve great apes and other 
wildlife species and habitats, as well as the 
network of protected areas and national parks. 
He said there are new areas to be classified for 
great apes protection, including new sanctuaries 
and a new national park. He discussed the 
Cameroon national action plan, initiated in 
2003 together with support from GRASP. 
However, he noted nothing can be done 
without funding, and lauded the initiative of the 
UK in this regard.  
 
127. David Zeller (International Ranger 
Federation) reminded delegates that not only 
are rangers responsible for protecting wildlife, 
but are also closely involved in community lives 
and livelihoods. He stressed the need for 
effective law enforcement, explaining that 
rangers operate under difficult and trying 
conditions: dealing with military collusion; poor 
or non-existent equipment; and dangerous 
situations. He said rangers must be trained and 
skilled to protect great apes, provided with 
proper and appropriate equipment, and fully 
supported at an institutional and national level. 
He suggested including young professionals in 
deliberations and decision-making bodies, and 
urged the GRASP Partnership to consider a 
rapid response facility to react to natural and 
manmade disasters in great apes regions.  
 
128. Noting that the country had just come 
out of a period of political instability and 
conflict, Jean-Eudes Teya, Minister of 
Water, Forests, Hunting and Fishing of the 
Central African Republic said that two or 
three years ago, it would not have been able to 
participate in the meeting. He stressed that no 
great ape conservation project is feasible unless 
there is economic prosperity and political 
stability, and that proliferation of weapons and 
conflict are the main sources of danger that 
influence the survival of great apes, since they 
undermine the environment and expose them 
to poaching and other threats. He called for the 

sustainable use of forests – the habitats of great 
apes – which are also essential to the economic 
development of countries. He said indigenous 
populations also have to be closely involved 
with development and implementation of 
conservation projects, stating that their 
participation guarantees project success.  
 
129. Andrews Adjei-Yeboah, Deputy 
Minister of Lands, Forestry and Mines of 
Ghana shared experiences from his country on 
conservation efforts, nothing that in the early 
1980s, the prescription from development 
partners for economic recovery was “to enter 
the forest to take out the trees that were of 
value.” He said that in cutting down these trees, 
the habitat of wildlife was threatened – all in 
the name of development. The Deputy 
Minister said his government will give the 
Declaration its fullest support, and will 
“religiously adhere to every single demand the 
conference will visit on his country”.  
 
130. Arcado Dennis Ntagazwa, Minister 
of State of Tanzania noted the challenge of 
simultaneously addressing the multiple threats 
to great apes, observing that there were 
additional difficulties due to slow population 
growth rates and the fact that they are only 
found in developing countries. He asserted that 
habitat degradation is principally a development  
problem, and its 
solution should be 
based on 
addressing poverty. 
He discussed his 
visit to the Lola Ya 
Bonobo Sanctuary 
earlier in the week, 
remarking that 
humans could 
learn a lot from 
bonobo behaviour,  
such as: solving problems and disputes through 
sex; strictly abiding by the “thou shall not kill” 
commandment; avoiding incestuous 
relationships; management of families and 
communities by females; and five-year child 
spacing. He called for community involvement 
in habitat protection, pointing out that forests 
also have other environmental advantages such 
as removing carbon dioxide from the 

 
Arcado Dennis Ntagazwa, Minister of 
State of Tanzania (© IISD)
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atmosphere. He called on the meeting to avoid 
being “long on commitments and short on 
action”. 
 
131. The Institut Congolais par la 
Conservation de la Nature (ICCN) said it is 
a technical, scientific and public body mandated 
by government to fulfil three missions: protect 
the flora and fauna in national reserves; 
promote in situ scientific research and tourism 
respecting nature conservation; and manage the 
stations that are established within or outside of 
reserves. He asked for support so that Maiko 
National Park could become a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. He specified threats faced 
by great apes in the DRC: the freeflow of arms 
and ammunitions; high population growth of 
people in great ape habitats; and destruction of 
land for agriculture, timber and mining.  
 
132. A coalition of local NGOs stated that 
they are the living shield against threats faced 
by great apes and riparian communities in the 
DRC, and said they wanted to make sure their 
voice is heard. They promoted the transfer of 
knowledge, and stressed the importance of 
strengthening the scientific capacity of young 
citizens in the DRC in order to make sure 
research on great apes continues. They also 
supported the dissemination of indigenous 
knowledge, which has in many places been the 
only way of providing for great ape 
conservation.  
 
133. Jovino Ayumu, Minister of State for 
Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities of 
Uganda noted that the biggest threat to the 
great apes living in his country – chimpanzees 
and mountain gorillas – is pressure on their 
habitat from human development needs. He 
specified actions taken in Uganda to counter 
threats to great apes: legal and institutional 
frameworks; development programmes; and 
commitment to regional and international 
agreements. As members of the Partnership, he 
said his country is keen to ensure fulfilment of 
sustainable linkages that are specific to GRASP, 
and pledged Uganda’s commitment and 
support to GRASP.  
 
134. João José Martins Lopes de Carvalho, 
Minister of Agriculture and Rural 

Development of Guinea-Bissau maintained 
that the main reasons there are still 
chimpanzees in his country are traditional 
nature conservation techniques of his people 
and government efforts deployed for natural 
resource management. He said that since 1980 
there has been a governmental decree 
providing for full protection of the 
chimpanzees. However, he said the civil war in 
1998-1999 interrupted the dynamic 
conservation process that was underway, and 
destroyed chimpanzee habitat. He said 
conservation solutions must take on board the 
specific conditions in a range State, but also the 
situations of neighbouring countries that share 
populations. He reported that his country has 
two national parks at present, one of which is 
community-managed, and that other initiatives 
are underway.  
 
135. Anselme Enerunga, Minister of 
Environment, Nature Conservation, Water 
and Forests of the DRC emphasised the role 
that great apes play in the survival of forest 
ecosystems, and noting that the DRC has 59% 
of the Congo Basin forests, said his 
government plans to: set up a national GRASP 
committee; accelerate the review and 
implementation of nature conservation laws; 
make great apes habitats safer; promote 
tourism in great apes sites; strengthen the 
institutions in charge of managing and 
promoting great apes; create new sites and 
areas where there are viable great ape 
populations; implement mechanisms aimed at 
reducing the poverty of local populations; and 
promote scientific research to improve the 
reproduction of great apes.  
 
136. The Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Programme discussed some of 
the problems in Southeast Asia with orangutan 
conservation, such as: forest fires caused by El 
Nino conditions; hunting and poaching for the 
pet trade; conversion of natural habitat to palm 
oil plantations; and the creation of roads, which 
fragments populations and creates more 
opportunities for logging concessions. He 
noted that Borneo was more adaptable to 
habitat disturbance than Sumatra, and that low 
levels of damage in Sumatra result in big drops 
in population densities. He also reported that 
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there are over 900 confiscated orangutans in 
Southeast Asian sanctuaries, which is three 
times more than those in the world’s zoos. He 
said that many logging concessions granted in 
Aceh have not been developed due to the civil 
war, and that they are now regenerating. He 
observed that the end of the civil war provides 
a window of opportunity to negotiate 
relinquishment of the land.  
 
137. Graciano Domingos, Deputy 
Minister of Urbanisation and Environment 
of Angola outlined threats to great apes in 
Cabinda province, including poaching for 
bushmeat, destruction of habitat for logging, 
and the poverty of local communities. He said 
these threats were aggravated by the climate of 
political and military instability that has existed 
since independence in 1975. He said that since 
peace was restored more than two years ago, 
the government has made efforts toward the 
creation of a healthy environment for 
protection of forests and natural resources, 
including rehabilitation of infrastructure 
destroyed in national parks, setting up new 
conservation areas, implementation of poverty 
alleviation programmes, and creation of cross-
border conservation areas. He expressed hope 
that the GRASP Partnership will take into 
account the technical and scientific capability of 
range States.  
 
138. The Executive Secretary of COMIFAC 
said it was the first time that COMIFAC was 
participating in an international meeting of this 
magnitude. He informed delegates that the 
establishment of COMIFAC was intended to 
end the “proliferation of subregional units with 
disparate results” and to coordinate decision-
making regarding forest ecosystem 
management. He said the goals and activities of 
GRASP coincide with elements of the 
subregional Convergence Plan, and that 
COMIFAC fully subscribes to the Declaration.  
 
139. A representative of the DRC 
environmental media coalition, Anne-Marie 
Kalanga, reported that the coalition was moved 
by the desire to support GRASP and promote 
its message through the mass media. She said 
the media play a crucial role in conservation, 
for example through widely distributing the 

resolutions coming out of the IGM. She said 
the coalition undertakes to work with GRASP 
and to use their expertise with governments to 
disseminate necessary information. The 
coalition recommended information exchange 
with other media around the world, a 
roundtable of environmental press, and 
cooperation between GRASP and the media 
regarding environment and tourism.  
 
140. In the afternoon, GRASP Patron 
Professor Toshisada Nishida made a 
presentation on the activities of GRASP-Japan, 
which is comprised of great ape research and 
conservation activities by Japanese 
primatologists. He said the mission of GRASP-
Japan is to: strengthen ongoing research and 
conservation activities; provide public relations 
regarding the importance of great ape 
conservation; provide the GRASP Secretariat 
with key local information; promote 
establishment of the World Heritage Species 
concept; lobby the Japanese government on 
projects to do with great ape conservation; 
organise fund-raising activities; and support the 
GRASP Secretariat technically and financially. 
He described some of the findings of the 
research, such as common behaviour patterns 
between apes and humans and maintenance of 
tropical rainforest ecosystems through seed 
dispersal. He gave an overview of research sites 
and the seven major projects, including those in 
Indonesia, Guinea, Tanzania, Uganda, Gabon, 
Côte d’Ivoire and DRC.  
 
141. Denys Gauer, Ambassador of the 
Environment for France, said that hosting  
great apes is 
something 
the range 
States can be 
proud of, but 
that it comes 
with heavy 
responsibility
He called for 
establishing a 
link and a 
dialogue between GRASP and the Congo Basin 
Forest Partnership. He outlined activities 
France is undertaking regarding protection of 
the region’s forests, such as contributions to the 

 
Denys Gauer, Ambassador of the Environment 
for France (© IISD) 
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Global Environment Facility and conservation 
projects in Gabon, the Republic of Congo, and 
the Central African Republic. He thanked 
everyone for accepting France as a 
representative on the Executive Committee, and 
said it would look into how they might provide 
support in terms of funds and human resources. 
 
142. Roger Meece, Ambassador of the US 
to the DRC said the US was at the forefront of 
regional cooperation efforts, and that there is 
strong support for government contributions 
to great ape conservation. He reported that the 
Congo Basin Forest Partnership has leveraged 
funds – in addition to the $54 million 
contribution of the US – from other donors, 
and called for a multi-faceted approach to great 
ape conservation. He discussed US initiatives to 
combat wildlife trafficking, such as creation of 
a global coalition against trafficking to focus 
political and public attention on the issue.  
 
143. Dr. Noriaki Sakaguchi, Assistant 
Director of the Wildlife Division of the 
Japanese Ministry of the Environment 
stated that Japan fully supports the GRASP 
Global Strategy and Declaration, and that as a 
Category B Partner, would contribute to the 
survival of great apes. He said they would 
maintain close cooperation with range States, 
and using their knowledge, human resources 
and techniques, would contribute to 
implementation of the Global Strategy and 
Declaration. 
 
144. Michel van den Bossche, 
representative of the European 
Commission stressed that there is little time to 
act on great ape conservation given the speed at 
which habitats are deteriorating. He said the 
threats are well-known and require joint efforts 
by all GRASP Partners, maintaining that 
solutions should and can be found and tested at 
the local level. He reported that the EC has 
been supporting range States to help them 
develop concrete strategies for management of 
great apes and their habitats. He proposed that 
great ape issues be mainstreamed in long-term 
sustainable development initiatives and national 
development strategies, emphasising the role 
they play in poverty alleviation. He said the EC 

support for GRASP – to be finalised shortly – 
would facilitate this.  
 
145. Bernard de Schrevel, Attaché de 
Coopération for Belgium stated that he was 
satisfied with the results of the meeting, and 
fully endorsed the Declaration. He said success 
in managing great apes depends on political 
will, turning this will into action in the field, 
and the availability of human and financial 
resources. He observed that political will is 
exhibited by signing the Declaration, that 
turning will into action is exhibited through 
adopting a variety of national measures, and 
that in terms of financial resources, the Belgian 
Ministry of Cooperation and Development is 
exploring the idea of supporting certain 
GRASP activities.  
 
146. Rob Hepworth, Executive Secretary 
of the Convention on Migratory Species 
(CMS), mused over the evolution of GRASP 
while he was a UNEP staff member, and that 
the convening of the IGM in Kinshasa fulfilled 
one of his dreams. He said that as the chief 
officer of CMS, he has worked to strengthen 
the engagement of CMS with GRASP, and 
described some great apes projects and 
initiatives undertaken by CMS, such as regional 
Article IV agreements. He reiterated the direct 
benefits great apes bring to economies, giving 
the example that great apes tourism in Uganda 
supported about 1700 person-years of jobs 
between 1994-1999. He said both GRASP and 
CMS send a strong message to the African 
continent that it is possible to prevent 
biodiversity loss and improve livelihoods.  
 
147. The NGO Partners of GRASP made a 
collective statement, recognising the unique 
value the Partnership holds for great ape 
prospects. They urged all Partners and 
concerned people to engage in the important 
process set in motion during the meetings, and 
urged range States and donor states to increase 
the priority accorded to biodiversity 
conservation in general and great apes in 
particular.  
 
148. Local NGOs in DRC also made a 
statement, referencing a conservation 
programme established in 1998 with funds 
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from the DFGF-I, which was designed to 
reduce poverty levels and conserve great apes. 
They discussed the creation of the Tayna 
Centre for Conservation Biology, which is 
finalising eight projects where GRASP is 
supporting various activities. The local NGOs 
also reported on field activities for forest 
systems using community conservation 
methods, including the creation of a 
community reserve.  Another local NGO 
added that they have been finding new 
approaches to improve socio-economic 
conditions of people in order to lure them away 
from poaching activities and to encourage 
forest conservation, such as: trades and 
handicrafts training; pottery activities for 
Pygmy women; international sale of books; and 
educational activities for future generations 
who will replace park rangers.  
 
149. Also in the afternoon, the Global 
Strategy – adopted by the GRASP Council – 
was introduced. There was a brief discussion 
on inclusion of text on the illicit trade of live 
species of great apes, and it was agreed that 
there would be a minor textual change referring 
to working with international networks of 
intelligence.  
 
150. The Kinshasa Declaration was then 
introduced, and there was a brief discussion of 
text referring to commitment to resource 
mobilisation and to illicit trade of bushmeat. It 
was agreed that these comments would be 
reflected in the report of the meeting, and that 
any specific activities could be reflected in the 
detailed workplan to be developed by the 
Executive Committee. With this, the Kinshasa 
Declaration was adopted.  
 
151. After a brief intermission, the Official 
Closing Ceremony commenced, with the State 
Protocol Officer giving an overview of the 
programme. 
 
152. GRASP Patron Dr. Richard 
Wrangham gave a presentation on behalf of 
himself and GRASP Patron Professor 
Toshisada Nishida, noting that great apes are a 
bridge between humans and other species, with 
outstanding universal value for all of 
humankind. Recalling that Charles Darwin had 

predicted extinction of the great apes, he said it 
is estimated that 93% of the great apes 
populations have been lost. He presented a 
proposal to make key great ape populations 
into “World Heritage Species”, along the lines 
of UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites, with a set 
of criteria and conditions. He suggested that 
setting great apes as the first World Heritage 
Species would pave the way for other species to 
have the same designation.  
 
153. Walter Erdelen, representing the 
UNESCO Director General, informed 
delegates that the discovery of the chimpanzee 
genome had been deciphered only during the 
previous week, and it differs from human 
genomes in only 1.2% of the base pairs, which 
poses new questions. He suggested that 
differences among humans and great apes are 
not found in the genes but in the way genes are 
expressed through physiology and behaviour. 
He emphasised that solutions to great apes 
conservation can only come from an integrated, 
multi-disciplinary approach that requires 
political commitment, a sound scientific basis, 
and commitment of financial resources. He said 
the presence of high-level dignitaries at the 
meeting provides all GRASP Partners with 
encouragement and sends a strong signal of 
political commitment. He outlined some of 
UNESCO’s activities on conservation of great 
apes and their habitats, as well as future 
activities such as reinforcing training activities 
and the potential of creating World Heritage 
Forest sites.  
 
154. A statement 
from UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan 
was read out by 
UNEP Executive 
Director Klaus 
Toepfer, observing 
that humans have 
not treated great 
apes with the respect 
they deserve, and 
that the total number 
of great apes is now 
probably no more 
than 400,000, 
whereas 50 years ago  
 
Dr. Klaus Toepfer addresses the 
meeting 
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5. Ambassador to DRC Ahipeaud 
Guillaume-Christ – Côte d’Ivoire 

it was at least two million. He called on 
protecting remaining forest habitats to ensure 
great ape survival, noting that local 
communities are showing that they can be 
enthusiastic conservationists when given the 
means and motivation. He warned that great 
apes still have a chance to survive, but their 
fate lies in our hands. 

6. Deputy Minister Andrews Adjei-
Yeboah – Ghana 

7. Minister João José Martins Lopes de 
Carvalho– Guinea-Bissau 

8. Minister Henri Djombo – Republic of 
Congo 

9. Minister Jovino Ayumu – Uganda  
10. Minister Arcado Dennis Ntagasawa – 

Tanzania 
155. Following this, Dr. Toepfer made his 
statement of behalf of UNEP, remarking that 
great ape conservation is not an easy task, and 
that one of the major challenges is balancing 
the survival needs of great ape populations with 
the economic and social well-being of local and 
regional populations. He said the meeting was 
very timely, given that there was only one week 
remaining until the World Summit (UN 
General Assembly 60th session) to take place at 
UN Headquarters in New York, where 
implementation of the Millennium 
Development Goals and the overall structure 
of the UN would be explored. He identified 
poverty as the most toxic element in the world, 
asserted that we can only overcome poverty if 
there are intact ecosystem services available, 
and emphasised the importance of nature’s 
capital. The Executive Director called for a 
review mechanism so the GRASP Partnership 
can take stock of what has been accomplished. 
He said the Partnership would not be possible 
without the dedication and daily experience of 
NGOs, the feedback from range State 
governments, and the full integration of 
academia.  

11. Minister Jim Knight – UK 
12. Deputy Head of EC Delegation 

Bernard Piette 
13. Executive Secretary COMIFAC – Jonas 

Nagahudi Mbongu 
14. UNEP Executive Director – Klaus 

Toepfer 
15. UNESCO Assistant Director General – 

Walter Erdelen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Walter Erdelen signs the Kinshasa Declaration 

 

157. In his closing statement, DRC Vice-
President in Charge of Reconstruction and 
Development Abdoulaye Yerodia 
Ndombasi quoted the slogan of a supermarket 
chain in France, stating that “something is 
always happening in the DRC”. He cited 
anthropomorphism as the obstacle to peace 
among all beings, and pointed to great apes –  

 
156. IGM Deputy Secretary-General 
Melanie Virtue then read out the Kinshasa 
Declaration to the delegates (see Appendix 3 
for text). Stating that he is looking forward to 
Kinshasa+10, IGM Secretary-General Samy 
Mankoto then called on each Minister and head 
of delegation to sign the Declaration.  

particularly the bonobo – as a model for 
cooperation among humans. He voiced his 
intention to not close the meeting, but rather to 
open the meeting so Partners can continue with 
their efforts and implementation the 
Declaration and other commitments made.  

 
1. Minister Anselme Enerunga – DRC 
2. Deputy Minister Graciano Domingos – 

Angola 
3. Minister Egbé Hillman Achuo – 

Cameroon 
 
158. The Intergovernmental Meeting closed 
at approximately 7:45pm.  4. Minister Jean-Eudes Teya – Central 

African Republic  
Updated: 06-03-06



Report of GRASP IGM and First Council Meeting  
 
 

 33

APPENDIX 1 – Agenda of the Intergovernmental Meeting 
 
UNITED 
NATIONS 

 

 

 
 
 
United Nations 
Environment Programme 
 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific 
and Cultural Organization 

 
Distr.: General 
 
UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM.1/1 
11 July 2005 
 
Original:  English 

Intergovernmental Meeting on Great Apes and  
the Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) 
Kinshasa, 5–6 and 9 September 2005 
 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome by the host Government. 

2. Remarks by the Secretary-General of the Intergovernmental Meeting on Great Apes and the 
Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP). 

3. Adoption of the agenda. 

4. National and international priorities and processes for great ape conservation. 

(a) Statements by representatives of great ape range States. 

(b) Statements by donor countries, international agencies, non-governmental organizations 
and others. 

5. Discussion on and recommendation to the Council: 

(a) Draft rules for the organization and management of the Great Apes Survival Project 
(GRASP) Partnership  
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM.1/2) 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/COUNCIL.1/2); 

(b) Draft global strategy for the survival of great apes 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM.1/3) 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/COUNCIL.1/3);  

(c) Draft Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) Partnership outline work plan, 2003–2007 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM.1/4) 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/COUNCIL.1/4). 

6. Discussion and adoption of the draft declaration on great apes 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM.1/5). 

7. Any other business. 
 

 
______________________ 
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APPENDIX 2 – Agenda of the First GRASP Council Meeting 
 
UNITED 
NATIONS 

 

 

 
 
 
United Nations 
Environment Programme 
 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific 
and Cultural Organization 

 
Distr.: General 
 
UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/ 
COUNCIL.1/1/Rev. 1 
 6 September 2005 
 
Original:  English 

Council of the Great Apes Survival Project  
First meeting 
Kinshasa, 7-8 September 2005 
 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Opening of meeting by the Secretary-General of the Intergovernmental Meeting on Great 
Apes and the Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP). 

2. Election of the Chair of the GRASP Council Meeting. 

3. Adoption of the agenda. 

4. Report by the Chair of the GRASP Interim Executive Committee. 

5. Report by the Chair of the GRASP Interim Scientific Commission. 

6. Report on the activities of technical support teams. 

7. Report by the GRASP secretariat. 

8. Discussion of draft global strategy for the survival of great apes and forwarding to IGM for 
adoption. 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM.1/3) 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/COUNCIL.1/3); 
 

9. Discussion and adoption of: 

1. Draft rules for the organization and management of the Great Apes Survival Project 
(GRASP) Partnership 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM.1/2) 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/COUNCIL.1/2); 

2. Draft Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) Partnership outline work plan, 2003–2007 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/IGM.1/4) 
(UNEP/UNESCO/GRASP/COUNCIL.1/4); 

10. Adoption of decisions and recommendations. 

11. Election of the Executive Committee. 

12. Any other business 

______________________ 
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APPENDIX 3 – Kinshasa Declaration on Great Apes 
 

 
Great Apes Survival Project  

Projet pour la survie des grands singes  
GRASP      

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Kinshasa Declaration on Great Apes 

 
We, the representatives of the great ape range States, donor and other States, international 

and intergovernmental organizations, academic and scientific communities, non-governmental 
organizations, industry and the private sector, meeting at Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, on 9 September 2005, 

 
Aware that there is a high risk of extinction in the wild for all great ape species, due largely 

to the destruction of forests and other habitat; threats from human activities, including increasing 
encroachments by human populations on their habitat; civil disturbances and wars; poaching for 
bushmeat and for the live animal trade; and diseases such as ebola which can decimate ape 
populations,  

 
Recognizing that great apes are flagship species for tropical forests and woodland areas and 

play a key role in maintaining the health and diversity of their ecosystems, and that their decline 
and potential extinction may precipitate the decline of other culturally, economically or 
ecologically important species, 

 
Also recognizing the intrinsic value of great apes as part of the world’s natural heritage, 

which we have a moral duty to conserve and share with future generations,  
 
Recognizing further that great ape populations and their habitats can provide direct and 

indirect benefits to local communities and other stakeholders, and contribute to poverty alleviation 
through the development of carefully regulated ecologically sustainable ecotourism and other 
non-destructive enterprises and through the environmental services that forests provide, 

 
Recognizing moreover that all species of great apes are afforded the highest level of legal 

protection under relevant wildlife law in their respective range States, 
 
Recalling the World Charter for Nature, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly 

by its resolution 37/7 of 28 October 1982, which underscores the importance of not compromising 
the genetic viability on the earth,  

 
Also recalling the Millennium Development Goals which, among other things, aim to 

ensure environmental sustainability and to halve by 2015 the proportion of people who live in 
extreme poverty, 

 
Further recalling the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on 

Sustainable Development, which included the agreement to achieve a significant reduction in the 
current rate of loss of biodiversity by 2010, 

 
Recognizing the sovereignty of the great ape range States and the role of these States and 

their citizens in the implementation of conservation strategies for these species and their habitats, 
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Great Apes Survival Project  

Projet pour la survie des grands singes  
GRASP      

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Also believing that global partnership, collective action and the acceptance of common but 

differentiated  responsibility can help to halt and reverse the decline of great ape populations,  
 
Acknowledging that the provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the 

Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, the 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species and the World Heritage Convention, 
together with decisions taken by their Parties, are directly relevant to the survival of great apes, 
particularly in the fields of conserving forest diversity, extending and effectively managing 
protected areas, eliminating illegal trade, developing national and regional legal frameworks, and 
protecting key sites and habitats, 

 
Recognizing that range States, donor States, international institutions, non-governmental 

organizations and industry and the private sector have already allocated substantial funds towards 
great ape conservation, but that further resources must be raised urgently so as to allow essential 
conservation work to be undertaken to secure the future of those species and their ecosystems, 

 
Recognizing also that securing further funding from donor States and international 

institutions is more likely if, where appropriate, great-ape conservation projects are proposed and 
formulated as part of a wider poverty-reduction strategy, such as a durable rural-development 
project which recognizes that the sustainable development of rural communities depends in large 
part on the sustainable use of their environmental resources, including great-ape habitats, 

 
Welcoming the present and future role of the Great Apes Survival Project Partnership as a 

cooperative, global enterprise that harnesses the skills, resources and commitment of range States, 
donor States, multilateral environmental agreements and other international bodies, non-
governmental organizations, industry and the private sector, and academic and scientific 
communities, 

 
Expressing gratitude to the President, Government and people of the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo for their generosity and far-sightedness in hosting the present intergovernmental 
meeting,  

 
Convinced of the urgent need to take appropriate measures, 

 
1. Affirm our commitment to the Global Strategy for the Survival of Great Apes; 
 
2. Affirm also our commitment, as a matter of urgency, to support and, for the range States, 

to implement effective measures to counter the threats facing great apes; 
 
3. Emphasize the need to stimulate and enhance cooperation among range States and their 

neighbours to ensure the effective enforcement of legislation protecting great apes and the 
coordination of efforts to halt activities that have a detrimental effect upon the populations of 
great apes; 

 
4. Also emphasize the important role of appropriate national and international measures, 

and participation in regional initiatives such as the Lusaka Agreement Task Force, and encourage 
ratification and compliance with international treaties such as the Convention on the International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, the Convention on Biological Diversity, 
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Great Apes Survival Project  

Projet pour la survie des grands singes  
GRASP      

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species and the World Heritage Convention 
which provide a framework for the conservation of great apes; 

 
5. Urge the development and implementation of national great apes survival plans and 

other appropriate actions by range States, as part of their overall sustainable-development 
strategies, in order to conserve great apes and their habitats and to halt and reverse the decline of 
great ape populations, while ensuring the participation of relevant stakeholders, in particular local 
communities; 

 
6. Further urge partners to the Global Strategy for the Survival of Great Apes and other 

interested parties to support range States in the implementation of their great apes survival plans 
and any other appropriate actions;  

 
7. Encourage the provision of long-term ecologically sustainable direct and indirect 

economic benefits to local communities, for example, through the introduction or extension of 
carefully regulated sustainable ecotourism enterprises in areas of great ape habitat, and the 
creation of long-term research projects operating in or near these areas; 

 
8. Invite all relevant international institutions and aid and development agencies to make it 

a priority to develop and implement policies which promote ecologically sustainable livelihoods 
for local and indigenous communities and which prevent actions and activities that are detrimental 
to the survival of great ape populations; 

 
9. Reaffirm our commitment to work together to ensure that the Great Apes Survival 

Project Partnership has the capacity to realize its full potential as a key component of the 
international effort to save great apes by: 

 
(a) Urging all 23 great ape range States to become or remain active partners of the 
Great Apes Survival Project Partnership; 
 
(b) Also encouraging other States which either already support or participate to a 
significant extent in programmes for the conservation of great apes and their habitat, or 
could contribute to such an effort in such a way as to become full partners of the Great 
Apes Survival Project Partnership; 
 
(c) Encouraging other international organizations, in addition to the United Nations 
Environment Programme, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization and the biodiversity-related conventions, to become or remain active partners 
of the Great Apes Survival Project Partnership; 

 
(d) Encouraging non-governmental organizations that have historically either played 
an important role in efforts to conserve the great apes, or could contribute to such an effort 
in such a way, whether at the national or  international level, to redouble their efforts in 
that regard and to become or remain partners of the Great Apes Survival Project 
Partnership; 

 
 
 



Report of GRASP IGM and First Council Meeting 
 

 38

 
 

Great Apes Survival Project  
Projet pour la survie des grands singes  

GRASP      
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

             
(e) Encouraging the academic and business communities, industry and the private 
sector, which either already support or participate to a significant extent in programmes for 
the conservation of great apes and their habitat, or could contribute to such an effort in 
such a way as to become full partners of the Great Apes Survival Project Partnership; 
 
(f) Forming strategic active partnerships with private sector ecotourism organizations 
to create sustainable economic development that enhances livelihoods for local 
communities in the range States; 
 
10. Resolve to set ourselves and all concerned the target, by the year 2010, of securing a 

constant and significant reduction in the current rate of loss of great ape populations and their 
habitats; and, by 2015, securing the future of all species and subspecies of great apes in the wild, 
by: 

 
(a) Ensuring the integrity of those sites supporting the key wild populations that 
would conserve the genetic, ecological and cultural diversity of all great apes for all time; 
 
(b) Protecting those sites from further degradation and loss of habitat and working 
with local and indigenous communities to ensure that any human use of habitats is 
ecologically sustainable and consistent with maintaining healthy, viable great ape 
populations; 
 
(c) Working to ensure interconnectivity of protected areas, where relevant, in order to  
avoid isolation of protected great ape populations, for example by establishing corridors 
where necessary; 
 
(d) Developing ecologically sustainable local poverty-reduction strategies which  
recognize and integrate the needs of local communities sharing great ape habitats, while 
securing the lasting health of the environmental resources upon which they depend; 
 
(e) Improving the protection of individual great apes and their habitats everywhere by  
demonstrably improving where necessary the quality and the enforcement of relevant laws, 
as well as the capacity of law-enforcement agencies; 
 
11. Invite the international community in the widest sense, including donor States, 

international institutions, non-governmental organizations, industry, the private sector, and 
academic and scientific communities, to provide effective and coherent support, including 
funding, to assist efforts made by the great ape range States. 

 
In respect of the above intentions, aspirations and actions set out in this Kinshasa 

Declaration, we, the signatories, pledge to do everything in our power to ensure the long-term 
future for all great-ape species and to encourage the citizens of the world, in whatever capacity, to 
assist and support this initiative. 

 
 

Adopted at Kinshasa, on 9 September 2005. 
 

 



Report of GRASP IGM and First Council Meeting 
 

 39

 
 

Great Apes Survival Project  
Projet pour la survie des grands singes  

GRASP      
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Signatories to the Kinshasa Declaration on Great Apes* 
 

Range States  
 
Angola** 
Burundi 
Cameroon**   
Central African Republic**   
Côte d’Ivoire 
Democratic Republic of the Congo** 
Gabon 
Ghana** 
Guinea 
Guinea-Bissau** 
Indonesia 
Mali 
Nigeria 
Republic of the Congo** 
Rwanda 
Senegal 
Sierra Leone 
Sudan 
Uganda**  
United Republic of Tanzania** 
 
Donor countries 
 

Belgium   
France 
Italy 
Sweden 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland** 
United States of America 
 
Intergovernmental organizations  
 

European Commission 
Commission of Forestry in Central Africa  
 
United Nations Environment Programme  
 
Dr. Klaus Töpfer 
 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  
 

Dr. Walter Erdelen 
 



Report of GRASP IGM and First Council Meeting 
 

 40

*    Signatories as at 12 June 2006 (for the updates, see http://www.unep.org/grasp/Meetings/IGM-   
kinshasa/Outcomes/docs/Declaration_E.pdf) 

**  Signed by a Minister 
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GRASP patrons  
 
Dr. Richard Leakey 
Prof. Toshisada Nishida 
Prof. Richard Wrangham 

 
GRASP Scientific Commission  
 
Dr. Marc Ancrenaz 
Dr. Mark Leighton 
 
M
 

ultilateral environment agreements  

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora  
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals 
 
G
 

RASP non-governmental organization partners  

African Wildlife Foundation  
Ape Alliance  
Bonobo Conservation Initiative  
Born Free Foundation   
Bristol Zoo Gardens  
Care for the Wild    
Conservation International  
Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund Europe  
Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International 
Fauna and Flora International    
GRASP Japan  
Great Ape World Heritage Species Project   
Hutan     
International Fund for Animal Welfare   
International Gorilla Conservation Programme  
Last Great Ape Organization  
Orangutan Foundation  
PanEco Foundation for Sustainable Development and Intercultutral Exchange (Sumatran Orangutan 
Conservation Programme)   
Pole Pole Foundation  
Rural Environment and Development Organization 
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Wildlife Conservation Society 
World Society for the Protection of Animals  
World Wide Fund for Nature 
 
GRASP supporting partners  
 
Volcanoes Safaris  
International Ranger Federation  
   
Other non-governmental organizations  
 
Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation  
Conservation Society of Sierra Leone 
David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation 
Fondation Vie Rurale  
Global Canopy Programme 
Groupe Nkema   
Help Congo 
John Aspinall Foundation  
Lukuru Wildlife Research Project  
Nature Uganda  
Réseau des Populations Autochtones et Locales pour la Gestion Durable des Ecosystèmes Forestiers 
d'Afrique Centrale 
World Conservation Union – Cameroon  
Zoological Society of Milwaukee 
 
Other organizations and individuals 
 
Action Communautaire pour la Protection des Primates du Kasai  
Centre d’Accueil des Enfants Abandonnés 
Earth Negotiations Bulletin  
Forêt au Service des Communautés Autochtones et Locales 
Institut Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature 
Institut des Jardins Zoologiques et Botaniques du Congo 
Journal Officiel / RDC 
King Leopold III Fund for Nature Exploration and Conservation 
Ligue Nationale des Associations Autochtones Pygmées du Congo 
Lola Ya Bonobo  
New England Anti-Vivisection Society 
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Organisation Concertée des Ecologistes et Amis de la Nature  
The Fauna Sanctuary
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Global strategy for the survival of great apes and their habitat 

 
 

1.  Introduction 
 
The text of the global strategy for the survival of great apes and their habitat is set out below, with an 
indication of the overall goal of the strategy, its subsidiary objectives and the action at the national and 
international levels required for their attainment. The strategy’s background and rationale are set out in the 
annex which follows. 
 
 

2.  Overall goal1

 
The overall goal of the strategy is, as an immediate challenge, to lift the threat of imminent extinction facing 
most populations of great apes, namely gorillas, chimpanzees, bonobos (pygmy chimpanzees) and 
orangutans, and, beyond that, to conserve in their natural habitats wherever they exist, wild populations of 
all species and subspecies of great ape, and to make sure that, where they interact with people, those 
interactions are mutually positive and sustainable. 
 
 

3.  Objectives  
 
3.1  Immediate objectives 
 
The immediate objectives of the strategy are the following:  

 
3.1.1 To promote the global strategy for the survival of great apes; 
 

3.1.2 To determine the potential of sites, monitor populations of great apes, and set up a database with this 
information; 

 

3.1.3 To collate and analyse existing projects and initiatives at different levels to identify gaps and set 
priorities in action, and to encourage coordination and cooperation; 

 

3.1.4 To encourage range States to prepare and implement national action plans for the survival of great 
ape populations and their habitat, and ensure that range States have the necessary resources for this; 

 

3.1.5 To prioritize the use of resources for optimum effectiveness, and identify funding areas that are 
currently neglected and underfunded; 

 

3.1.6 To promote and enforce a legal framework for the survival of great apes and their habitat in the 
countries concerned; 

 

3.1.7 To identify and support income-generating initiatives to the benefit of communities living in and 
around great ape habitat and protected areas, with due consideration of indigenous communities and  
to ensure, where it becomes imperative to resettle indigenous people in conformity with United 
Nations guidelines, that compensation is paid with international support; 

                                                      
1 The overall goal of the Global Strategy is similar but not identical to the overall goal of the GRASP Partnership as listed in 

the Rules for the organization and management of the GRASP Partnership. 
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3.1.8 To educate and raise awareness among local populations; 
 

3.1.9 To help generate new and additional funds for the survival of great apes and their habitat and to 
ensure that the international community in the widest sense (donor nations, international 
organizations and institutions, non-governmental organizations, private business and industry) 
provides effective and coherent support to the efforts being made by the great ape range States. 

 
3.2  Longer-term objectives 
 
The strategy shall have the following longer-term objectives:  
 
3.2.1 To carry out scientific research to generate information necessary for the survival of great apes and 

their habitat, and to disseminate such information in an easy and accessible manner; 
 
3.2.2 To encourage countries to enter into and/or enforce relevant conventions and agreements for the 

conservation of great apes and elimination of their illegal trade, bearing in mind the cost of such 
participation; 

 
3.2.3 To work with relevant international networks of intelligence on great apes aimed at eliminating 

illegal transboundary traffic; 
 
3.2.4 To promote the development and transfer among range States, partners and other interested parties 

of appropriate technologies, training programmes and best practices for planning, finance, 
monitoring and delivery of outcomes; 

 
3.2.5 To promote the inclusion of information highlighting the importance of great apes and their habitats 

in the national curriculum, and the dissemination of such information through the media. 
 
 
 

4.  Action 
 
4.1  National-level actions 
 
The Global Strategy for the Survival of Great Apes and Their Habitat aims to encourage the Government of 
each great ape range State to develop and adopt a national great ape survival plan. This would identify the 
status of current knowledge with regard to each species’ population and distribution, relevant legislation and 
other pertinent factors. Where there are gaps in information, research should be undertaken to remedy the 
deficiencies within a designated time frame. Key actions at the national level could include: 
 
4.1.1 Determining the current status and recent trends of each ape population and of all remaining ape 

habitat. Where this information is lacking, immediate surveys should be undertaken to provide this 
basic data. The national great apes survival project should include maps to show the extent of ape 
habitat now and in the recent past, with national parks and reserves superimposed. 
Recommendations should be made: 

  
 (i) To review the national system of protected areas, including community conservation areas, sacred 

sites and traditional use areas, with respect to national biodiversity conservation strategies and 
plans under the  Convention on Biological Diversity, and related national land and water-use plans; 

 
(ii) On the basis of the findings of such review, to create or reinforce a national system of protected 

areas linked by corridors and transition areas, which maximizes the area of habitat available to  
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great apes, in line with the ecosystem approach and the biosphere reserve concept. Building such a 
national system should take account of: 

 

- Where possible, extending existing protected areas to encompass adjacent areas with great 
ape habitat; 

- Ensuring effective management of existing protected areas; 
- Establishing new protected areas in great ape habitats, and recognition of community 

conservation areas, sacred sites and traditional use areas; 
- Fostering transboundary cooperation to conserve shared great ape habitat, including 

through, as appropriate, the use of international designations of World Heritage sites, 
Ramsar wetlands of international importance, and biosphere reserves under the Man and 
Biosphere (MAB) Programme of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO); 

- Identifying and establishing ecological corridors of land between fragmented areas of 
great ape habitat and promoting their sustainable use in a manner compatible with great 
apes conservation and welfare; 

- In areas where great apes have recently been extirpated, supporting viable wild 
reintroduction programmes in accordance with IUCN-the World Conservation Union 
guidelines; 

 
4.1.2 Assessing existing national policy, legislation and conservation programmes to establish whether 

they adequately protect great apes and their habitat and recommend revisions or new laws where 
necessary to achieve the following objectives: 

  
 (i) The hunting, trading and private ownership of apes should be illegal, the unsustainable use of ape 

habitat should be prohibited and the use of such habitat subject to strict regulation; 
 
 (ii) The harvesting of timber and non-timber forest products, mining of minerals, building of roads and 

buildings and agricultural development should only be permitted in areas of ape habitat where the 
activities and their consequences are not detrimental to the survival of great apes; 

 
4.1.3 Identifying possible gaps in law enforcement and recommend measures needed to protect great apes 

and their habitat, for example: 
 

(i) Law enforcement agencies (police, customs officials, wildlife officers and rangers, etc.) should be 
given increased manpower, training, equipment and resources; 

 
(ii) Where communities live in or adjacent to great ape habitat, measures should be taken to encourage 

active participation in ape conservation, including law enforcement measures; 
 
4.1.4 Assessing the impact on great apes and their habitats of extractive industries such as logging, 

mining, oil exploration, etc., and, in conjunction with the appropriate ministries, chief executive 
officers of the companies concerned and development agencies such as the World Bank, take action 
to mitigate this pressure through, for example, the following measures: 

 
 (i) Logging concessions should be awarded for periods of time equivalent to the generation time of  
 the tree species being harvested, to encourage long-term planning; 
 
 (ii) The awarding of contracts should be contingent upon the activity being ecologically sustainable; 



Report of GRASP IGM and First Council Meeting 
 

 46

 
Great Apes Survival Project  

Projet pour la survie des grands singes 
GRASP      

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

(iii) The workforce of the company should not engage in, nor be nutritionally dependent upon, hunting 
for bushmeat; 

 
(iv) Access roads should be disabled after use, unless they are part of a planned road network with 

appropriate measures to control the commercial bushmeat trade; 
 

4.1.5 With due consideration for the need for coordination and synergy, identifying, planning and 
implementing sustainable development projects to benefit people living in or near great ape habitat, 
such as ecotourism based on carefully controlled ape-watching, use of non-timber forest products, 
etc. Above all, it is essential to support community-based projects that protect the entire forest 
resource and maintain its capacity to supply people with essentials such as water, food, medicine, 
building materials, soil and fuel. Some communities have longstanding traditions which give special 
protection to primates, including great apes. National great ape survival projects should build on 
these wherever possible. Emphasis should be given to links with rural development projects and 
projects outside protected areas which may relieve pressures on these areas; 

 
4.1.6 Where the illegal trade in young apes continues, providing a government-approved facility to care 

for, and where possible rehabilitate, confiscated or seized animals. Where no such facility exists, the 
Government should either establish one or make arrangements (through the Pan-African Sanctuary 
Alliance in Africa or the network of orangutan rehabilitation centres in Indonesia and Malaysia) with 
a suitable sanctuary in a nearby country to receive confiscated or orphaned apes with the minimum 
of bureaucratic delay (to minimize stress and medical complications); 

 
4.1.7 Taking the necessary measures to avoid the transmission of disease between great apes and human 

beings; 
 
4.1.8 Encouraging conservation education initiatives – both formal and informal – through schools, 

sanctuaries and ape-tourism centres, and using press, radio and television; 
 
4.1.9 Consulting all stakeholders, including local communities and relevant non-governmental 

organizations, and agreeing with them on appropriate work plans to ensure that they share ownership 
of the national great ape survival project process; 

 
4.1.10 Establishing national great ape committees involving all stakeholders (Governments, non-

governmental organizations, business, academia, local communities, etc.) and appointing national 
focal points to deal with great ape conservation matters, including the preparation of national great 
ape survival projects; 

 
4.1.11 Inviting or encouraging all actors envisaged in the national great ape survival projects to discharge 

their assigned role and function so as to secure the full and timely implementation of the national 
great ape survival projects; 

 
4.1.12 Regularly reviewing progress made in implementing the national great ape survival projects and 

taking appropriate action to correct deficiencies or reorient priorities; 
 
4.1.13 Liaising with, and developing cooperative efforts between, range States, in particular where: 
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(i) Areas of ape habitat are contiguous with similar areas in neighbouring countries, where 

tranboundary natural resource management conservation agreements can be implemented, for 
example within the framework of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species; 

 
(ii) Illegal trade in bushmeat, live infants or other ape products, is known to exist between countries; 

 
(iii) Possibilities exist for developing subregional strategies or agreements for the conservation of great 

apes; 
 
4.1.14 Participating in intergovernmental agreements such as the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the Convention on Biological Diversity, the 
International Tropical Timber Agreement, relevant conventions of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the African Convention on the Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources, etc., which are concerned explicitly or implicitly with great ape 
conservation, and in particular support such initiatives as:  

 
(i) The Central Africa Working Group; 
 
(ii) The CITES Great Ape Enforcement Task Force; 

 
(iii) The liaison group of the Convention on Biological Diversity on non-timber forest resources; 

 
(iv) The Lusaka Agreement on Cooperative Enforcement Operations Directed at Illegal Trade in Wild 

Fauna and Flora task force for fighting wildlife crime; 
 
4.1.15 Including the protection of biodiversity, with particular emphasis on great ape conservation, as a key 

factor in establishing priorities for sector programmes at national level, for example in the context of 
poverty reduction strategy papers, and in requests for funding made to multilateral aid agencies such 
as the World Bank, the European Union, Global Environment Facility (GEF), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), etc., or to bilateral donors; 

 
4.1.16 Contributing to the international debate on the current conservation status of great apes. 
 
 

4.2  International-level actions 
 
4.2.1 Role of the international community in the survival of the great apes 
 

The responsibility for ensuring great ape survival lies with all humankind – the developed world as 
well as the great ape range States. The rich industrialized countries with their vast ecological 
“footprint” and their insatiable demand for resources, products and services, pose continuing threats 
to biodiversity in general and the survival of endangered species in particular, including great apes.  
Consumer nations must take all possible steps to mitigate these impacts.  

 
(i) Donor countries and international agencies 

 
Donor countries and international agencies, including the international financial institutions, all 
have a major part to play in helping the great ape range States successfully implement their 
programmes for the conservation of the great apes. They are encouraged to build the underlying 
priorities of the global survival strategy for great apes into their own biodiversity strategy and 
action plans insofar as those plans have (as they should have, given the commitments made at the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development and elsewhere) an international dimension. These  
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priorities should inform the diplomatic and substantive agenda of donor nations as they debate the 
priorities and work programmes of agencies or groupings (such as the World Bank, GEF, the 
European Union, UNDP, etc.) of which they are a member and whose activities – directly or 
indirectly – may be vital for effective great ape conservation programmes. These priorities should 
also increasingly be reflected in the work of regional agencies and groupings such as the African 
Union, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), the African Development Bank 
and the Asian Development Bank. 

 
(ii) Non-governmental organizations 

 
Non-governmental organizations that historically have played an important role in efforts to 
conserve the great apes, both at the national and international level, are encouraged to redouble 
their efforts. The great apes need strong and effective advocates. They need publicity and high-
profile events designed to generate public concern and an outpouring of funds. They need 
non-governmental organizations with a strong profile in implementation and follow-up, including, 
for example, environmental impact assessment and advocacy work, such as pressure for sustainable 
logging, green certification of timber, etc.  

 
(iii) Academic and scientific community 

 
The academic and scientific community, which has already played such a crucial role in 
documenting the extent of the great ape crisis and in providing the scientific underpinning for 
sound conservation projects and programmes, is called upon to play an even more vital role in the 
future. Specialist groups of IUCN and the national and international primatological societies are 
particularly relevant in this context.  

 
(iv) Private sector 

 
The private sector is of special importance to great ape conservation. Many of the opportunities – as 
well as threats – facing great apes depend on activities undertaken by the private sector, including 
national and multinational companies. Ecotourism, for example, if properly managed, generates 
income for local communities, jobs in wildlife reserves, and profits for travel, hotel and tour 
companies. Further investment is encouraged, particularly in areas with unrealized potential for 
tourism, so giving local people a permanent stake in the conservation of ape habitats. Sensitively 
managed ecotourism, taking into account the need to avoid any transmission of diseases between 
apes and humans, also provides unrivalled opportunities to raise public consciousness of great apes 
and the valuable forest ecosystems they inhabit: Every ape tourist should become a lifelong 
ambassador for these remarkable species. 

 
4.2.2 Role of GRASP within the global great apes survival strategy 
 

While current efforts at great ape conservation involve many actors at both governmental and 
non-governmental levels, GRASP has a key role to play as part of global efforts to save the great 
apes. and in the implementation of this global strategy. 

 
 (i)  Future membership of the GRASP Partnership 

 
The launching of GRASP in May 2001 permitted the foundations to be laid of a truly global 
alliance in support of the great apes. Crucial to that alliance in those early days were the 
non-governmental organization partners whose inspiration helped create GRASP and whose staff  
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carried out GRASP-supported conservation projects on the ground. The list of GRASP 
non-governmental partners has expanded dramatically since the launch of the project and currently 
numbers over 40 organizations. The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and 
UNESCO are keen to extend this list and to broaden it to cover national and local bodies, including 
those working with people living in and around ape habitats. 

 
The crucial priority now is to build on early foundations of GRASP, by ensuring the full 
participation of all 23 great ape range States. In this context, it is most encouraging to note that the 
rules for the organization and management of the GRASP Partnership, adopted by the GRASP 
Council at its first meeting, held in Kinshasa on 7 and 8 September 2005, provide that all great ape 
range States are accepted as full GRASP partners with immediate effect. 

 
States or regional groupings that are not great ape range States and that have supported GRASP 
already include Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Ireland, Norway, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and the European Union. These States, and the European Union, 
should be invited by the GRASP secretariat to confirm their wish to become full partners of 
GRASP in accordance with provisions of the GRASP rules. Other States with a substantial interest 
in great ape conservation and related issues should also have the opportunity to become partners at 
an early date and should be formally invited by the GRASP secretariat to do so. 

 
In addition to UNESCO and UNEP, the sponsoring agencies, other key international organizations 
are encouraged to become or to remain active GRASP partners. CITES, the Convention on the 
Conservation of Migratory Species, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the World Heritage 
Convention are clearly already of great importance for GRASP and have joined the GRASP 
partnership. Going beyond the multilateral environmental agreements, GRASP should hope to find 
partners in other key agencies of the United Nations such as FAO, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the United Nations Forum on Forests, as well as the International Tropical Timber 
Organization and the multilateral development finance institutions, notably the World Bank, 
UNDP, GEF, the European Union, the African Union and NEPAD and regional development banks 
with an interest in the conservation and sustainable development of biodiversity. 

 
IUCN with its unique network of resources both governmental and non-governmental (including 
the Primate Specialist Group of the Species Survival Commission) is also encouraged to become a 
partner. IUCN has already agreed to play a full part in the current GRASP structure by providing 
scientific advice.  

 
(ii)  GRASP and the private sector 

 
One of the distinctive features of GRASP is that it has been registered as a type two partnership 
initiative under the World Summit on Sustainable Development framework. As such, it not only 
unites the range States and the donor nations, non-governmental organizations and the scientific 
community, but also provides for the participation in GRASP of private business and industry as 
supporting members. 
 
The private sector is of fundamental importance to GRASP. The over-exploitation of forests, 
mainly for timber, bushmeat, or minerals, is the greatest threat to many great ape populations. 
Private companies undertake much of this activity. GRASP should make a concerted effort to 
engage them in efforts to mitigate damaging impacts, and plough back resources into conservation 
and local communities. 
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Two particular concerns of GRASP are the effects on gorillas, chimpanzees and other wildlife of 
uncontrolled mining for coltan – a key component of mobile telephones – in Central Africa, and the 
impact of illegal logging and mining on orangutan populations in Sumatra and Borneo. 

 
(iii) Grasp work plan and programme of action 

 
The GRASP detailed programme of action is currently being developed under the responsibility of 
the Executive Committee based on the GRASP outline work plan for 2003–2007, presented to and 
approved by the Council at its first meeting, in Kinshasa in September 2005, taking into account the 
guidelines and priorities indicated by the Council at that meeting. 

 
(iv) Role of GRASP in leveraging new resources for great ape conservation projects and programmes 

 
When they launched the GRASP strategy document at the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development in Johannesburg in September 2002, UNEP and UNESCO indicated that their target 
was to generate $25 million for great ape conservation by 2005. A sum of this order was, these 
agencies believed, essential to make a lasting impact in reducing the risk of extinction and 
establishing areas where ape populations could stabilize or actually increase. 

 
The new permanent GRASP structure, as set out in the rules for the organization and management 
of GRASP, adopted by the GRASP Council at its first meeting, makes it possible to build more 
effective alliances not only with the non-governmental community in support of great ape 
conservation programmes and projects, but also – and crucially – with the major international 
players which are in the business of financing biodiversity (the World Bank, GEF, etc.), as well as 
with key bilateral donors and the European Union. Indeed, as discussions about the global great ape 
survival strategy proceed in the various relevant forums, it may well be appropriate to revisit the 
$25 million target on the basis of a better understanding of what is needed and possible in terms of 
projects, as well as a new readiness on the part of the donor community to increase their level of 
funding for great ape conservation programmes. 
 
The vital concept here will be the ability of GRASP to help generate or leverage new and additional 
resources for great ape conservation. GRASP should not be seen as a major new funding 
mechanism or institution, but as a way of promoting the development and implementation of 
national great ape survival plans and projects and of assisting in the better coordination and 
targeting of resources. That said, GRASP should be in a position to fund from resources that it is 
able to raise critical activities which might not otherwise attract timely or adequate support through 
traditional channels such as the World Bank, GEF, bilateral donors and non-governmental 
organizations. 

 
 

Adopted at the 1st GRASP Council Meeting 
Kinshasa, 7 September 2005 
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Annex 

 
Background 
 
Great apes: the threat of extinction 
 

 
1. “Ensuring environmental sustainability” is one of eight Millennium Development Goals associated with 

the Declaration adopted at the United Nations Millennium Summit in September 2000. The protection of 
biodiversity and forest resources is identified as one of the means of achieving that goal and its 
associated economic and social benefits. The Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development, adopted in Johannesburg in September 2002, similarly emphasizes that 
“biodiversity, which plays a critical role in overall sustainable development and poverty eradication, is 
essential to our planet, human well-being and to the livelihood and cultural integrity of people.”2 The 
World Summit participants called for immediate actions significantly to reduce the rate of biodiversity 
loss at the global, regional, subregional and national levels. 

 
2. The loss of biodiversity, as mentioned in the Millennium Declaration and the Johannesburg Declaration 

on Sustainable Development, is presented in possibly the starkest terms when whole species or groups of 
species are threatened with extinction. This is precisely the situation in which the great apes are to be 
found today. Indeed, the threat of extinction of the great apes, in the immediate future, is without any 
doubt the main reason for elaborating and implementing a global great ape survival strategy. 

 
3. There are three genera of great apes: gorillas, chimpanzees, and orangutans. Gorillas are divided into 

western and eastern species, found in ten countries from Nigeria to Uganda. Chimpanzees comprise two 
species: the common chimpanzee, found across 21 countries in west, central and east Africa; and the 
bonobo, or pygmy chimpanzee, found only in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Orangutans live in 
south-east Asia, on the islands of Borneo and Sumatra in Indonesia and east Malaysia. 

 
4. The Species Survival Commission of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) has categorized both the 

western gorilla and the eastern gorilla as “endangered overall”, i.e., facing a very high risk of extinction 
in the wild in the near future. Three particular populations are categorized as “critically endangered”. 
These are the Cross River form in the far west, and both the mountain and Bwindi forms in the far east.  

 
5. As for chimpanzees and bonobos, the Species Survival Commission in 2000 categorized both the 

chimpanzee and the bonobo as “endangered”. In the former case, each of the four subspecies is also 
categorized as “endangered”.  

 
6. The Species Survival Commission categorized the Sumatran orangutan as “critically endangered”, and 

the Bornean orangutan as “endangered overall”. The three recognized subspecies on Borneo are also 
categorized as “endangered”.  

 
 

 
2  Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 August–4 September 2002 (United 

Nations publication, Sales No. E. 03. II. A. 1 and corrigendum), chap. I, resolution 1, annex, para. 44. 
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7. In short, it can be asserted that today – at the dawn of the new millennium – every one of the great ape 

species is at high risk of extinction, either in the immediate future or at best within 50 years. For 
example, in a recent survey of 24 protected areas in Africa and south-east Asia, great ape populations 
were found to be declining in 96 per cent of these sites.  

 
8. Most of the threats to apes result from human activities: increasing human populations encroaching on 

their habitat, civil wars, poaching for meat or the live animal trade, diseases such as ebola which can 
decimate ape populations, and the destruction of forests. 

 
9. Results of recent analyses indicate that more than 70 per cent of the habitat of each of the African great 

ape species has been negatively affected by infrastructural development. For the orangutan, the 
corresponding figure is 64 per cent. Future scenarios suggest that the annual loss of undisturbed habitat 
will be greater than 2 per cent per year in the case of the African great apes, and 5 per cent in the case of 
the orangutan in south-east Asia. By 2030, the scenarios suggest that less than 10 per cent of great ape 
habitat in Africa will remain free of the impacts of infrastructural development. In the case of the 
orangutan, the corresponding figure is less than 1 per cent. These figures are supported by estimates of 
habitat loss and degradation made independently by great ape field researchers.3 

 
Special significance of great apes  

 
10. Great apes have a spectrum of attributes, which gives them special significance. These attributes relate to 

genes, morphology and physiology, individual capacities and social organisation and behaviour. In terms 
of genetic inheritance, great apes share much of their heritage with human beings: on average around 96 
per cent, with chimpanzees as high as 98.4 per cent.  

 
11.   At the level of individuals, great apes deploy a wide range of intelligent behaviour, including tool 

making and use, food selection and the use of plants for self-medication. They communicate with 
sounds, facial expressions, gestures and displays, and in captivity have been taught language, either by 
signing or by using symbols and computer-based programmes. They also manifestly experience a range 
of emotions, including joy and grief. The social life of great apes has been studied in detail, especially in 
chimpanzees. It has been found to be enormously rich and complex. Maternal-offspring bonds are 
intense and long-lasting, and can include demonstrations of tool use. Older siblings care for younger 
siblings. Males cooperate for hunting and territorial defence, and form political alliances for dominance. 
The beginnings of morality are evident in the way that excessive harassment of a subordinate by a 
dominant animal will evoke expressions of unease by other group members. Cultural differences, for 
instance in tool use, occur between different populations of the same species. Modern cognitive science, 
using sophisticated imaging systems on working brains, is demonstrating that there are strong 
similarities in the brain function of humans and great apes.  

 
12. Given this, great apes form a unique bridge linking humans to the natural world. Understanding great 

ape ecology and behaviour thus provides a continuing opportunity for humans to appreciate how we 
evolved, and our own precarious position as one of the 10–15 million or more species of the planet. If 
we were to lose any great ape species, many people would feel that we were destroying part of the 
bridge to our own origins, and with it a part of our own humanity.  

 
 

3   The Great Apes – the Road Ahead. A Globio Perspective on the Impacts of Structural Development on the Great Apes (UNEP 
GRID – Arendal, Norway, September 2002). 
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13. Great apes also act as key indicator species for endangered ecosystems. The forests which the great apes 

inhabit are a vital resource for humans, and a reduction in ape numbers is a sure sign that the forests are 
being used unsustainably. 

 
14. Ape habitats are vital to humans and many other species as a source of food, water, medicine and timber 

and as a regulator of our changing climate. Apes play a key part in maintaining the health and diversity 
of tropical forests, by dispersing seeds and creating light gaps in the forest canopy which allow seedlings 
to grow and replenish the ecosystem. 

15. The vital importance of forest ecosystems has been acknowledged by African environment ministers 
who recently requested that “the New Partnership for Africa's Development define forest ecosystems as 
one of the major areas of intervention.”4 Similarly, the Environment Ministers of South-East Asia agreed 
to manage sustainably and use wisely their diverse biological resources.5 

 
Current efforts in great ape conservation 

 
16. Over decades individuals and organizations have worked to protect great apes by finding ways for them 

to coexist more successfully with their human cousins in their shared forest homelands in West and 
central Africa and south-east Asia. Partly as a result of the first year’s activity of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP)/United Nations Educational, Social and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) Partnership, operating under an interim constitution6, 
and the organization of workshops and seminars at a national level, as well as visits conducted by 
GRASP Partnership technical support teams, some great ape range States are now in the process of 
developing national great ape conservation plans. In some countries, enlightened policies have protected 
forests for local communities as well as apes. Income generated by tourists visiting parks and watching 
apes, for instance in Uganda’s Bwindi and Kibale Forest national parks, helps pay for their protection as 
well as provide jobs for local people and revenues for community development. In such cases, and 
where properly managed, great apes are seen as an important economic resource that can improve the 
lives of neighbouring communities. 

 
17. Some great ape range State Governments have worked hand-in-hand with local non-governmental 

organizations on projects for great ape conservation. International non-governmental organizations – 
many of them GRASP partners – have worked with Governments alongside their local counterparts. The 
Governments of developed countries and regional groupings such as the European Union have begun to 
focus on ways in which they can assist the range States to build into their own programmes and policies 
for sustainable development a legitimate emphasis on the conservation of biodiversity, including the 
great apes. The United States of America, for example, has recently passed the Great Ape Conservation 
Act, which will provide funding for some of the initiatives needed. The United Kingdom has provided 
substantial support for GRASP, both during its interim phase and subsequently.7 Australia is considering 
ways in which it can increase its support for great ape conservation programmes, particularly in south-
east Asia. GRASP has also received substantial support from Denmark, Germany, Ireland, and also from  

 
4  Kampala Declaration on the Environment for Development of the ninth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the 

Environment, held in Kampala, Uganda, 1–5 July 2002. 
5  Kota Kinabalu Resolution on the Environment, Eighth Meeting of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

Ministers, held in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia, October 2000. 
6  Rules for the management of GRASP were adopted at the 1st GRASP Council Meeting in Kinshasa on 8 September 2005. 
7  In announcing its support for GRASP in Nairobi in September 2001, the Government of the United Kingdom and Northern 

Ireland, the first formally to back GRASP, said that it was “deeply concerned and has been active in addressing some of the 
most pressing problems, such as hunting for bushmeat and habitat destruction due to illegal and indiscriminate logging”. 
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the United Nations Foundation. Most recently, the European Union has announced assistance in the 
amount of 2.4 million euros to GRASP in support both of the intergovernmental meeting and of specific 
field projects for great ape conservation. 

 
18. Private industry and business have increasingly begun to recognize that the conservation of biodiversity, 

including the protection of the great apes, offers both challenges and opportunities. Some companies, for 
example, already adhere to codes of conduct relating to sustainable logging, codes which include some 
provisions for the conservation of biodiversity and wildlife. Other companies have shown themselves to 
be sensitive to the potential disruption to forest habitat caused by mineral  
extraction, such as coltan mining. Still other companies have found it appropriate to support the work of 
GRASP. 

 
19. The resources provided nationally and internationally through the network of scientists involved in 

organizations such as IUCN and the International Primatological Society (IPS) have also played an 
important part in ensuring that local, national and international programmes and projects for great ape 
conservation have a sound scientific basis. 

 
20. International organizations and institutions have also played their part. For example, the UNESCO Man 

and Biosphere (MAB) Programme has set up the World Network of Biosphere Reserves, which 
promotes the ecosystem approach, balancing land-use between outright protection and controlled 
harvesting or other utilization by local people. The World Heritage Convention, administered by 
UNESCO, aims at protecting natural as well as cultural sites of outstanding universal value. Several 
MAB biosphere reserves, such as Taï in Côte d’Ivoire, Odzala in the Republic of Congo, Gunung Leuser 
in Indonesia, and World Heritage sites such as Virunga, Kahuzi-Biega and Salonga national parks in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dja Faunal Reserve in Cameroon and Bwindi Impenetrable Forest in 
Uganda, are critical sites for the survival of great apes. The MAB Programme has set up the first 
regional postgraduate school on integrated forest management in Kinshasa, to build up a new cadre of 
African specialists. There is scope for increasing both the number and area of MAB biosphere reserves 
and World Heritage sites, as well as strengthening the ability of national authorities and local 
communities to give effect to the designations at ground level. 

 
21. UNESCO and the World Heritage Convention have a special programme supported by the United 

Nations Foundation to strengthen the conservation of World Heritage sites in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo that are highly vulnerable following the armed conflict in the subregion. Another 
programme, the Central African World Heritage Forest Initiative, is currently in preparation and aims to 
strengthen the management of several unique transboundary clusters of forest in the Congo Basin and to 
assist the countries in the region in submitting them for World Heritage nomination.  

 
22. UNESCO has established a so-called “open initiative” between itself and all international space 

agencies. Through this initiative, UNESCO will assist developing countries in the monitoring of World 
Heritage sites through satellite images. As part of this activity, UNESCO has formed a consortium with 
the European Space Agency and several non-governmental organizations working in gorilla habitats. 
UNEP is a member of this consortium. A pilot project will use satellite images to provide a 
land-cover-change assessment during the last ten years. This surveillance of gorilla habitat projects will 
focus on four existing or proposed World Heritage sites in the Albertine Rift covering border areas of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda and Uganda. One of the main outputs of this project will be  
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simple but accurate maps derived from satellite images. These maps will be provided to site managers, 
rangers and conservation non-governmental organizations for monitoring and reporting purposes. 

 
23. Both UNESCO and UNEP believe that this project and others under GRASP provide an opportunity to 

link biodiversity and peace-building in a troubled region, and give international support to the 
programmes already run by a number of UNEP and UNESCO partners among the non-governmental 
organization movement.  

 
24. UNEP has mobilized three international wildlife conventions which it administers and has asked them to 

take a lead role in their area of expertise and the governing bodies of those conventions have endorsed 
this initiative. The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) is endeavouring to combat the smuggling of apes for human consumption or sale as live 
specimens. CITES is taking a close interest in recent incidents involving the export of live animals from 
Africa, which in one case led to the death of two apes. The Convention on Biological Diversity is 
involved in the debate on the effects of the bushmeat trade on biodiversity resources and in considering 
how best to integrate ape conservation with wider biodiversity management frameworks (particularly 
through its forest biodiversity programme of work) in the individual range States, all of which are 
Parties to the Convention. The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species is concentrating on 
the eastern species of gorilla, which crosses the mountainous border areas between Uganda, Rwanda and 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Strengthened cooperation between the three Governments would 
aid the survival of mountain gorillas, and a formal accord could be considered under article IV of the 
Convention. 

 
25. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) is increasingly concerned with the 

maintenance of biodiversity in the world's forests from the point of view of food security for rural 
populations, the prevention and control of illegal logging, poaching and smuggling, wildlife 
management and non-wood forest products.8 

 
26. The World Health Organization (WHO) is concerned by the possible implications for human health and 

well-being of certain interactions between great apes and human beings and the possibility of the 
transmission of infectious diseases, such as ebola, between man and animal. 

 
27. It is important also to recognize the extent of the involvement of the main multilateral development 

agencies, including the international financial institutions. In ten years, for example, the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) has become the single most important source of grant funding for the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity (an area of activity which GEF considers to be 
one of its greatest priorities), steering nearly $4.2 billion in direct grants and co-financing to this end. A 
GEF project has created a trust fund to help conserve and sustainably develop the Bwindi Impenetrable 
Forest National Park in Uganda. The project promotes the conservation and sustainable use of important 
biodiversity along with equitable sharing of benefits accruing from forest resources and has 
representatives of local communities on a steering committee.  

 

 
8   Anticipating the presentations to be made by FAO on the occasion of the XII World Forestry Congress (Quebec City, 21–28 

September 2003) organized by Canada in collaboration with FAO, FAO Assistant Director-General, Forestry Department, Mr. 
M. Hosny El-Lakany, said in a statement issued on 24 July 2003: “Nations must manage their forests in a sustainable way so 
that present generations can enjoy the benefits of the planet's forest resources while preserving them to meet the needs of future 
generations.” 
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28. The World Bank invested in 226 biodiversity-related projects between 1988 and 1999. The biodiversity 

portfolio of the World Bank saw a gradual funding increase over the decade, with commitments totalling 
over $1.5 billion of its own resources, in conjunction with an additional $1 billion from co-financiers. 
The World Bank Group mission and portfolio entail two areas of comparative advantage significant for 
the sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity. First, the scale and variety of Bank financing 
instruments is greater than is possible for most other donors. The Bank also provides leadership among 
the donor community and stimulates co-financing and donor coordination. This provides multiple 
opportunities to integrate biodiversity concerns into development assistance and to address the root 
causes of biodiversity loss, including threats to the future of the great apes.9 The World Bank has also 
initiated meetings between chief executive officers of European timber companies and conservationists 
to promote the adoption of codes of conduct in logging concessions. 

 
29. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) biodiversity support to countries is integrated 

into its core work, mainstreaming biodiversity concerns into activities such as governance and poverty 
reduction in more than 120 countries. There are now more than 200 GEF-UNDP biodiversity and 
international waters projects under way, with the maintenance of forest ecosystems being one of the 
primary areas of concern.10 

 
30. The UNEP GEF portfolio complements the regular work programme of UNEP and includes projects 

that, first, promote regional and multi-country cooperation to achieve global environmental benefits; 
second, advance knowledge for environmental decision-making through scientific and technical 
analyses, including environmental assessments and targeted research; third, develop and demonstrate 
technologies, methodologies and tools for improved environmental management; and, fourth, build 
capacity for environmental management. The total GEF portfolio of UNEP comprises 320 projects 
financed at $760 million, including GEF funding of $405 million. This includes 48 full-size or medium-
sized GEF projects that support biodiversity conservation (total financing $280 million, GEF grant $152 
million). 

 
31. As far as the conservation of great apes specifically is concerned, it can plausibly be argued that the 

initiatives already taken in this field by individual range States, non-governmental organizations, 
industry and business, international agencies and the donor community represent a significant step along 
the road indicated by the Millennium Summit, by the strategic plan of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and by the World Summit on Sustainable Development. Moreover, the launching of GRASP 
by UNEP and UNESCO in May 2001 and the actions so far undertaken by GRASP partners and range 
States have certainly helped to focus attention on the issue of great ape conservation and to improve the 
degree of coordination and commonality in the programmes and projects of the many different actors 
involved. Technical missions, seminars and workshops designed to help the process of establishing 
national great ape survival plans have been carried out in a majority of the great ape range States. In 
addition, there has already been significant funding of several important great ape conservation projects 
by or through GRASP. 

 
 
 
 

 
9  Supporting the Web of Life – The World Bank and Biodiversity – A Portfolio Update (World Bank, April 2000). 
10  Conserving Biodiversity, Sustaining Livelihoods: Experiences from GEF-UNDP Biological Diversity Projects (GEF, UNDP, 

undated). 
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Great apes: inadequacy of current efforts 

 
32. While significant efforts have already been made, as noted in section C above, they have not been 

sufficient to safeguard great apes and to prevent the relentless pressures which have led to the continued 
dramatic decline in both their numbers and distribution. Though great apes are protected by national law 
in every country that they inhabit, there is a lack of enforcement capacity in most great ape range States. 
Even in supposedly protected areas, poaching, illegal logging and mining all have impacts on vulnerable 
ape populations. International law is also failing to protect great apes. All non-human apes are listed in 
appendix I of CITES, which bans international trade for primarily commercial purposes, but the high 
monetary value which some people attach to captive great apes acts as a constant lure to illegal traders 
and hunters. The illegal commercial bushmeat trade – a portion of which involves great ape meat – 
continues largely unchecked within and between neighbouring countries in Africa. Disease is also taking 
its toll, with ebola outbreaks cutting a swathe through ape and human populations, and the new risk of 
human-induced epidemics in ape communities visited by tourists. Finally, war, civil unrest and a 
breakdown in law and order have exacerbated existing problems in several African countries and 
Indonesia. 

 
33. The urgency of the situation clearly demands a higher level of action. It is already too late in many areas 

where great apes are now extinct. If we cannot generate a radical increase in the effectiveness of efforts 
to protect great apes and their habitats, it will be too late for many more populations of gorillas, 
chimpanzees, bonobos and orangutans.  

 
34. Every local extinction is a loss to humanity, a loss to the local community and a hole torn in the ecology 

of the planet. That is why a major new effort on behalf of the great apes and the communities associated 
with them is both timely and appropriate. 

 
Need for a global strategy for the survival of great apes 

 
35. An important plank in a major new effort to protect and conserve great apes would be the development 

and implementation of a global survival strategy for all great ape populations within their dynamic, 
evolving, natural ecosystems. Currently, conservation efforts are being applied in a piecemeal fashion, 
where opportunities present themselves and resources are available. Such efforts would have a greater 
impact if they were integrated within a systematic approach to a globally defined problem, while being 
tailored to local circumstances. Such a global strategy should also be integrated with the development 
objectives of range States and be sympathetic to the needs of local communities. The global strategy 
should be regularly reviewed in the light of new knowledge and understanding of the priorities for great 
ape conservation. 

 
 
**

 

 
** Updated : 26-09-05 
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Rules for the organization and management of the GRASP Partnership 
 
1.  Introduction 
 

1.1 Throughout their ranges, the great apes of equatorial Africa and South-East Asia, specifically the 
gorilla, chimpanzee, bonobo (pygmy chimpanzee) and orangutan, are under increasing threat. 
Hunting for bush meat, trade in infant primates, war and conflicts, diseases such as Ebola and the 
destruction of forest ecosystems as a result, among other things, of unsustainable agriculture, logging 
and mining practices are causing a dramatic decline in ape populations and the loss and fragmentation 
of ape habitats, leaving scattered and increasingly vulnerable pockets harbouring small populations of 
apes.  

 
1.2 Great ape habitats are rich in biodiversity and are vital for providing ecological security and life 

support systems, including food, fuel and medicine, to local people and indigenous communities. If 
managed in a sustainable way, these mainly forest ecosystems can provide huge benefits for 
dependent human communities, great apes and other wildlife. 

 
1.3 Although great ape conservation activities are taking place throughout great ape range States, 

conservation efforts would have a greater impact if they formed part of a systematic and prioritized 
approach. Furthermore, in order to ensure their sustainability, conservation efforts need to be 
complemented at the national and regional levels by policy actions and commitment by range State 
Governments, with the support of the international community.  

 
1.4 The Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) was launched by the Executive Director of the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in September 2001, in response to the critical threats 
facing the great apes and the mainly forest ecosystems on which they depend for survival. When the 
project was launched, GRASP had a dozen partners, including three biodiversity-related conventions 
and nine non-governmental organizations. By the time of its launch as a partnership for sustainable 
development in September 2002 at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, this number had grown to a total of 21 partners, including the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and virtually all the non-governmental 
organizations with major programmes in Africa or Asia dealing with ape conservation. The number 
of its partners continues to grow.  

 
1.5 GRASP works in cooperation with other United Nations bodies, international and regional financial 

institutions, regional bodies, foundations, donors, the academic community, the private sector and 
other interested parties so that, through regular communication and coordinated activities, the serious 
threats to great apes and their habitats can be eliminated. 

 
 
2.  Key principles 
 

2.1  The key principles underlying GRASP are as follows:  
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(i) Becoming a GRASP partner is voluntary, on the basis of supporting the GRASP mission, goal 

and objectives; 
(ii) GRASP seeks to include all the main actors involved, either directly or indirectly, in the field of 

great ape conservation; 
(iii) GRASP does not seek to be prescriptive; GRASP actions should be supportive of and 

complementary to existing initiatives; it should nonetheless define the rules of work which 
would constitute the basis of the engagement of each country; 

(iv) At the level of the range States, key GRASP partners will be Governments, working closely 
wherever possible with non-governmental organizations, the academic community and the 
private sector; 

(v) GRASP should monitor progress towards its goals, at both the international and national levels. 
 

2.2  It is recognized that a wide range of skills and experience relevant to the conservation of great apes 
exists in both the government and non-government sectors. GRASP will seek to mobilize all 
available expertise for the conservation of great apes and their habitat. 

 
2.3  In particular, GRASP will use its direct political links with the Governments of range and non-range 

States and with international bodies, in order: 
 

(i) To support the development of national, regional and international planning and monitoring 
processes; 

(ii) To explore ways of obtaining new and additional funding through its partners for the 
implementation of such processes; 

(iii) To engage in high-level political dialogue on issues relating to great ape conservation. 
 
3.  Overall goal1  
The GRASP Partnership has, as an immediate challenge, to lift the threat of imminent extinction facing most 
populations of great apes. Its mission is to work as a coherent partnership to conserve in their natural habitats 
wherever they exist wild populations of every kind of great ape and to make sure that where apes and people 
interact, their interactions are mutually positive and sustainable. GRASP also seeks to exemplify and relieve 
the threats faced by other kinds of animals, birds and plants sharing the forests where apes survive and to 
illustrate what can be achieved through a genuine partnership between all stakeholders in fragile ecosystems. 
 
4. Objectives 
To achieve its goal, the GRASP Partnership will have the objectives set out below, based on the Global 
Strategy for the Survival of Great Apes, which was adopted at the Intergovernmental Meeting on Great Apes 
and the Great Apes Survival Project, held in Kinshasa from 5 to 9 September 2005. 
 
4.1 Immediate objectives 

 
The immediate objectives of the GRASP Partnership shall be: 
 
 

 
1  The overall goal of the GRASP Partnership is similar but not identical to the overall goal of the Global Strategy for 

the survival of great apes and their habitat. 
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(i) To promote the Global Strategy for the Survival of Great Apes and Their Habitat; 
(ii) To determine the potential of sites, monitor populations of great apes and establish a database 

of great ape population information; 
(iii) To collate and analyse existing projects and initiatives at different levels, in order to identify   

gaps and set priorities in action and to encourage coordination and cooperation; 
(iv) To encourage range States to prepare and implement national action plans for the survival of 

great ape populations and their habitat and ensure that they have the necessary resources to do 
so; 

(v) To prioritize the use of resources for optimum effectiveness and identify funding areas that are 
currently neglected and underfunded; 

(vi) To promote and enforce a legal framework for the survival of great apes and their habitat in the 
countries concerned; 

(vii) To identify and support income-generating initiatives for the benefit of communities living in 
and around great ape habitat and protected areas, with due consideration for indigenous 
communities and to ensure, where it becomes imperative to resettle indigenous people in 
conformity with United Nations guidelines, that compensation is paid with international 
support; 

(viii) To educate and raise awareness among local populations; 
(ix) To help generate new and additional funds for the survival of great apes and their habitat and to 

ensure that the international community in the widest sense (donor States, international 
organizations and institutions, non-governmental organizations and representatives of private 
business and industry) provides effective and coherent support to the efforts being made by the 
great ape range States. 

 
4.2 Longer-term objectives 

 
The Partnership’s longer-term objectives shall be: 
 

(i) To carry out scientific research to generate information necessary for the survival of great 
apes and their habitat and to disseminate such information in an easy and accessible manner; 

(ii) To encourage countries to enter into or enforce relevant conventions and agreements for the 
conservation of great apes and elimination of their illegal trade;  

(iii) To work with relevant international networks of intelligence on great apes aimed at 
eliminating illegal transboundary traffic; 

(iv) To promote the development and transfer among range States, partners and other interested 
parties of appropriate technologies, training programmes and best practices for planning, 
finance, monitoring and delivery of outcomes; 

(v) To promote the inclusion of information highlighting the importance of great apes and their 
habitats in national education curricula and the dissemination of such information through 
the media. 
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5.  Partners 

 
5.1 Categories of partners 
 
The GRASP Partnership will comprise full partners and supporting partners. 
 
5.1.1 Full partners will fall into the following categories: 
 

(i) Category A:  Great ape range States; 
(ii) Category B:  Non-great ape range States that directly or indirectly support or participate  

       significantly in programmes for the conservation of great apes and their habitat; 
(iii) Category C:  UNEP and UNESCO, which together are the sponsoring agencies; 
(iv) Category D:  Relevant biodiversity and conservation-related multilateral environmental  

       agreements and relevant international organizations and institutions; 
(v) Category E:  Non-governmental organizations with a significant involvement in great ape  

       conservation.  
 

5.1.1.1 For the purposes of category D, “relevant multilateral environmental agreements” will be 
those biodiversity and conservation-related global and regional conventions and protocols 
which are established under the auspices of the United Nations or any of its specialized 
agencies; relevant international organizations and institutions will be those organizations 
(including international financial institutions) which have a substantial record of activities 
directly or indirectly related to the conservation of great apes and their habitat. Type two 
partnership initiatives under the World Summit on Sustainable Development framework may 
also be considered. 

 
5.1.1.2 For the purposes of category E, “non-governmental organizations with a significant 

involvement in great ape conservation” will be institutions and associations admitted to the 
GRASP Partnership in accordance with the following conditions: 

 
(i) The institutions and associations must have as members or supporters properly  

constituted organizations or individuals and must have appropriate rules of governance; 
(ii) The institutions and associations must have a substantial record of activities in the field 

of conservation of great apes and their habitat, which can include policy development, 
research, protected area management, community conservation and education 
activities. 

 

5.1.2 Supporting partners will fall into the following categories: 
 

(i) Category F:  Non-range States, other than those who are eligible to be full partners under  
   category B above; 

(ii) Category G:  Individuals, including GRASP patrons; 
(iii) Category H:  Appropriate private businesses, representatives of industry and scientific,  
  academic and other organizations with an interest in supporting or participating  
  in great ape conservation programmes through GRASP. 
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5.1.2.1 The GRASP Executive Committee may confer supporting partner status on any individual  
 who has rendered or is rendering outstanding service in the field of conservation of great  

 apes and their habitat. 
 
5.2 Admission of partners 
 
5.2.1 All great ape range States are full partners. 
 
5.2.2 Donor States will become full partners as soon as they declare to the Council or the Executive 

Committee their support of the GRASP goal and objectives. 
 
5.2.3 Non-governmental organizations which are currently GRASP partners will continue as full partners 

when these rules are adopted and when they have reconfirmed their support of the GRASP goal and 
objectives. 

 
5.2.4 Admission of other full partners or supporting partners will be decided by the Executive Committee. 

The Executive Committee will only admit those candidates that it determines will make a clear 
contribution to GRASP and be a positive asset to the GRASP Partnership.  

 
5.2.5 A document containing the GRASP Partnership admission criteria is attached as an annex to the 

present rules.  
 

5.3  Sanctions 
 
The GRASP Executive Committee may rescind or suspend the partner status or may otherwise limit the 
rights of any partner that seriously or persistently violates the present rules. 
 
5
 

.4  Withdrawal 

Any full or supporting partner may withdraw from the GRASP Partnership at any time by giving notice in 
writing to the Executive Committee to that effect. Such notice will be effective upon the date of receipt of 
the notice by the Executive Committee.  
 
5
 

.5 Readmission 

Applications for readmission to the GRASP Partnership may be submitted at any time after withdrawal and 
will be treated in the same way as first-time applications for admission.  
 
5
 

.6 Voting rights 

All full partners will have one vote in the GRASP Council. Supporting partners will participate in the work 
of the Council in a non-voting capacity. 
 
  

6.  GRASP Council 

 
6.1 Composition 
 
6.1.1 The GRASP Partnership will have a Council (the GRASP Council), which will guide the work of 

the Partnership. The Council will assist the Executive Committee and the secretariat (see chapter X 
below) with matters such as fundraising strategy and great ape conservation priorities. Each full  



Report of GRASP IGM and First Council Meeting 
 

 63

 
 

Great Apes Survival Project  
Projet pour la survie des grands singes 

GRASP      
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
partner will have one seat on the GRASP Council. Each supporting partner may participate in the 
work of the Council as an observer.  

 
6.1.2 GRASP Council decisions will be made by consensus wherever possible. If consensus cannot be 

reached, decisions may be reached by simple majority vote, provided that such a majority includes a 
majority of category A partners present and voting and a majority of category B partners present and 
voting. 

 
6.2 Functions 
 
6.2.1 The functions of the GRASP Council will be: 
 

(i) To elect the Chair of the Council, who will hold office for two years with the possibility of 
re-election for two further periods of two years each; 

(ii) To elect the members of the Executive Committee; 
(iii) To determine the general policy and strategy of the GRASP Partnership;  
(iv) To approve and/or amend the multi-annual work plan; 
(v) To identify priorities and receive reports of income and expenditures; 
(vi) If resources permit, to provide appropriate financial guidance for the preparation of the 

budget by the secretariat. 
 

6.2.2 The GRASP Council will meet every two years. An intersessional meeting may be convened if 
requested by more than one third of the GRASP partners, comprising at least one third of the 
members of category A, one third of the members of category B and one third of the members of 
category C. 

 
6.2.3 The Council will decide the time and location of its meetings. The draft agenda for each meeting 

will be circulated at least one month in advance of the meeting. Meeting locations will, as far as 
practical, be rotated among the geographic regions. Partners from categories A–D will be 
encouraged to host meetings.  

   
7.  Executive Committee 

 
7.1 Composition 
 
7.1.1 GRASP will have an Executive Committee which will consist of:  
 

(i) Four members from among category A partners, to be elected on a subregional basis (three 
from Africa and one from South-East Asia);2 

(ii) Two members from among category B partners; 
(iii) From among category C partners, one member nominated by UNESCO and one nominated by 

UNEP; 
 
 

                                                      
2  Subregions are understood as being West Africa, Central Africa, East Africa, South-East Asia. 
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(iv) One member from among category D partners; 
(v) Two members from among category E partners. 

 
7.1.2 The full partners in each category mentioned in the preceding paragraph will elect by simple 

majority vote the member or members for that category.  
 
7.1.3 The term of Executive Committee membership will be two years. 
 
7.1.4 The members of the Executive Committee will elect a Chair, who shall be chosen from among the 

members of the Executive Committee belonging to category A and who will hold office for two 
years with the possibility of re-election for two further periods of two years each. 

 
7.1.5 The Executive Committee will be responsible to, and will report to, the GRASP Council and will act 

on its behalf in ensuring the effective implementation of the policies of the GRASP Partnership. It 
will be assisted by the secretariat in handling the routine activities of the GRASP Partnership. 

 
7.1.6 Executive Committee decisions will be made by consensus wherever possible. If consensus cannot 

be reached, decisions may be reached by simple majority vote. If voting results in a draw, the Chair 
shall have a casting vote. A quorum of the Executive Committee will be necessary for decisions. 
Five members of the Executive Committee, including at least one member from each of the 
categories A, B and C, shall constitute a quorum. 

 
7.2 Functions 
 

7.2.1 The functions of the Executive Committee shall be: 
 

(i) To monitor the implementation of GRASP Partnership policies; 
(ii) To oversee attainment of GRASP Partnership objectives and to decide on the funding of 

GRASP Partnership projects; 
(iii) To commission and oversee implementation of the GRASP Partnership’s role in the Global 

Strategy for the Survival of Great Apes and Their Habitat; 
(iv) To decide on the admission, suspension, expulsion, or limitation of the rights of full partners 

and supporting partners; 
(v) To seek the advice of the Scientific Commission on any issues included in the 

Commission’s terms of reference; 
(vi) To approve the annual budgets and work plans of the secretariat, Scientific Commission and 

the technical support teams; 
(vii) To oversee the activities of GRASP patrons and to approve secretariat recommendations 

regarding appointments; 
(viii) To assume such other functions as are deemed necessary by the GRASP Council; 

 
7.2.2 The Executive Committee will meet at least every three months via teleconference or electronic 

mail, or more frequently if required to ensure the efficient functioning of the GRASP Partnership. 
The Executive Committee will convene at least once a year in a face-to-face meeting. 
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7.2.3 The Executive Committee will act on behalf of the GRASP Council in relation to matters concerning 

the GRASP Partnership and its great ape conservation activities between meetings of the GRASP 
Council. 

 
7.2.4 A summary of the minutes of Executive Committee meetings will be submitted by the secretariat to 

all GRASP partners as soon as possible after each meeting. 
 
 

8.  Secretariat 
 
8.1 Composition 
 
8.1.1 GRASP will have a secretariat, for which the sponsoring agencies will provide the staff. The 

practical arrangements, including the appointment of staff, will be made by common accord between 
the sponsoring agencies. 

 
8.1.2 In certain circumstances and under conditions to be agreed by the sponsoring agencies, the 

secretariat may employ staff seconded to it by full partners or supporting partners. 
 
8.1.3 Staff of UNEP or UNESCO who are discharging secretariat functions on behalf of the GRASP 

Partnership as a whole should clearly differentiate between the actions they carry out in that capacity 
and other actions which they may take in their capacity as staff of category C partners. The same 
principle should apply in the case of staff seconded to the GRASP secretariat in accordance with the 
preceding paragraph. 

 
8.2 Functions 
 

8.2.1 The functions of the GRASP secretariat will be: 
 

(i) To promote the work of the GRASP Partnership; 
(ii) To monitor the performance of GRASP Partnership-funded activities; 
(iii) To define a two-year cycle of project funding, within which each range State would be able  

to submit a project for funding by GRASP; 
(iv) To solicit and if necessary help prepare projects for funding; 
(v) To request advice from the Scientific Commission on project priorities and other issues 

included in the Commission’s terms of reference; 
(vi) To provide information on GRASP to interested parties, including through the GRASP 

website; 
(vii) To determine the composition and activities of the technical support teams, including the 

development of their terms of reference, taking into consideration the advice of the 
Scientific Commission, and oversee the work of those teams; 

(viii) To appoint GRASP patrons, with the approval of the Executive Committee. 
(ix) To raise funds for GRASP activities; 
(x) To facilitate communication between GRASP partners and the Executive Committee; 
(xi) To liaise with existing donors and keep them regularly updated; 
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(xii) To be responsible for the finances and accounting of GRASP and to report to the GRASP 

Council on such matters; 
(xiii) To be responsible for the day-to-day functioning of the GRASP Partnership. 
 

8.2.2 At the end of each calendar year, the secretariat will submit for approval by the GRASP Executive 
Committee an annual work plan and budget for the following year, which will include the activities 
of the secretariat, the Scientific Commission and any technical support teams.  

 
8.2.3 In the performance of their duties, staff members of the GRASP secretariat will not seek or receive 

instructions from any authority external to the GRASP Partnership and the sponsoring agencies.  
 
8.2.4 The secretariat will submit to the GRASP Executive Committee each year a report on the activities 

of GRASP during the previous calendar year, together with an account of receipts and expenditures 
and a balance sheet as at the end of the calendar year. When approved by the Executive Committee, 
this report will be sent to GRASP partners. 

 
 

9.  Scientific Commission 

 
9.1 Composition 
 
A Scientific Commission will be established under the auspices of the GRASP Council with the following 
eleven members: 
 

(i) Six members selected by the Species Survival Commission of the World Conservation Union 
(IUCN); 

(ii) The current president of the International Primatological Society (IPS) or his/her 
representative; 

(iii) Four members, one from each subregion, chosen by the Executive Committee in consultation 
with the IPS president from two nominees submitted by each of the four subregions. All 
members must have relevant qualifications or substantial experience in the science or 
conservation of great apes. 

 

9.2  Functions 
 
9.2.1 The functions of the GRASP Scientific Commission will be: 
 

(i) To provide independent and scientifically sound advice to the GRASP Partnership, 
including to the technical support teams; 

(ii) To advise the secretariat on the composition and activities of the technical support teams; 
(iii) To provide advice relating to the development of the GRASP Partnership’s strategic goals 

and objectives and activities to achieve them; 
(iv) To monitor the status of great ape populations and evaluate the status and trajectory of 

populations relative to the GRASP Partnership goal and overall objectives; 
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(v) To conduct studies of alternative conservation strategies and investments, make 

recommendations to improve the effectiveness of conservation funding and efforts and 
provide advice on measures significant to regional and international great ape conservation; 

(vi) To provide advice on great ape conservation issues within range States, liaise with other 
experts within those States and advise on national plans for great ape conservation; 

(vii) Where there are donor funds available, to review and provide advice on the funding of 
project proposals submitted to the GRASP Partnership and referred by the secretariat. A 
conflict of interest may arise if a Commission member seeks funding from the GRASP 
Partnership. In such a case, the Commission member will not participate in the 
Commission’s discussions about the funding request; 

(viii) To provide advice and comment on official GRASP Partnership literature, reports and other 
documents; 

(ix) To provide advice on the design and programming of GRASP Partnership thematic 
workshops focusing on industry and the conservation of great apes (e.g., timber, eco-
tourism, mineral extraction, etc). 

 
9.2.2 The Scientific Commission will be independent of all organs of the GRASP Partnership. The 

secretariat will participate in the deliberations of the Commission as an observer.   
 
9.2.3 The Scientific Commission will conduct its work mainly by electronic mail, with teleconferences 

when necessary. However, the Commission may appoint special working groups or panels, 
comprising additional experts when necessary, to conduct scientific investigations, field visits and 
other information-gathering activities in order to achieve its mandate. The Commission will meet on 
an occasional basis when a majority of its members calls for such a meeting and when finances 
permit. 

 
9.2.4 The Scientific Commission will submit to the Executive Committee a detailed plan of action for 

discussion. 
 
 

  10.  Technical support teams or other ad hoc groups 

 
10.1  Composition 
 
The GRASP Partnership may use technical support teams or other ad hoc groups at the request of the 
GRASP secretariat, the Executive Committee or the Scientific Commission. The  terms of reference for 
technical support teams or other ad hoc groups will be developed by the secretariat, where appropriate in 
consultation with the Scientific Commission. 
 
10.2  Functions 
 
10.2.1  The functions of the GRASP technical support teams or other ad hoc groups will be: 
 

(i) To promote and assist the development and implementation of national action plans for the 
survival of great ape populations and their habitat, including the organization and 
coordination of workshops on the issue, as requested; 
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(ii) To provide technical capacity or information to the GRASP Council, Executive 

Committee and range States on specific range State great ape conservation issues, 
including assistance with the preparation of project proposals; 

(iii) To assist, as requested, in the evaluation of great ape conservation activities; 
(iv) To undertake other tasks as deemed necessary by the Executive Committee. 
 

10.2.2 When a representative of a partner organization is seconded to a technical support team or ad hoc 
group for a specific activity, that individual will be deemed to represent GRASP officially. 

 
10.2.3 It is foreseen that in the majority of cases, the work of the technical support teams or ad hoc groups 

will be undertaken at the relevant partners’ expense or other appropriate sources. 
 
10.2.4 In certain cases, the secretariat may contract the services of individuals or organizations who are not 

partners to render specific services to the GRASP Partnership. 
 
10.2.5 The technical support team will prepare an annual work plan for submission through the secretariat, 

for approval by the Executive Committee. 
 
 

  11.  GRASP patrons 

 
11.1 The secretariat, with the approval of the Executive Committee, will appoint a limited number of 

GRASP patrons for a fixed period of three years. Patrons will be individuals well recognized for their 
contribution to great ape conservation or related activities. 

 
11.2 The role of GRASP patrons will be an honorary one. The Executive Committee may request the 

patrons: 
 

(i) To promote the GRASP Partnership at the political level;  
(ii) To promote the GRASP Partnership to the general public at international meetings, 

conventions and symposiums; 
(iii) To seek opportunities to raise funds for the GRASP Partnership. 

 
 

  12.  GRASP at the national level 

 
The elaboration and implementation of national action plans for the survival of great ape populations and 
their habitat lies at the heart of the Global Strategy for the Survival of Great Apes. Full partners and 
supporting partners may wish to make appropriate arrangements regarding:  
 

(i) The provisions needed for the organization of GRASP at the national level, including the 
role of GRASP focal points; 

(ii) A GRASP structure in range States which encourages engagement with other relevant 
bodies, e.g., community groups and smaller non-governmental organizations, as local 
partners; 
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(iii) Parallel provisions for GRASP supporting organizations in non-range donor States. 
 
13.  Finance 
 

13.1 The income of the GRASP Partnership may be derived from grants, donations and payments in 
support of Partnership activities from governmental, intergovernmental, foundation and other 
non-governmental, business and private donors. 

 

13.2 The secretariat will submit to each ordinary session of the GRASP Council for approval a budget for 
the succeeding biennium, including estimates of income and expenditure.  

 

13.3 The secretariat will cause true and accurate accounts to be kept of all monies received and expended 
by the secretariat on behalf of the GRASP Partnership and will be responsible for the control of all 
such income and expenditure in accordance with the budget. 

 

13.4 The accounts of the GRASP Partnership will be examined every two years by auditors appointed 
jointly by the sponsoring agencies. 

 

13.5 The secretariat will have the power to accept grants, donations and other payments on behalf of the 
GRASP Partnership, subject to any instructions and guidelines by the GRASP Council. 

 

13.6 The Executive Committee, on behalf of the GRASP Partnership, will have the right to refuse 
donations from entities which it deems unsuitable and will provide an explanation to the GRASP 
Council of any such refusal.  

 

14.  Amendments 
 
14.1 The GRASP Council will have the authority to amend the present rules on the proposal of the 

Executive Committee or any full or supporting partner. 
 

14.2 The secretariat shall notify any such proposals to all full and supporting partners. 
 

14.3 The GRASP Council will consider any such proposal at its next meeting that commences on a date 
that is not less than six weeks after the date on which the proposal is notified. 

 

14.4 Proposed amendments considered by the GRASP Council will become effective immediately upon 
approval by a two thirds majority of the GRASP Council, provided that such a majority includes a 
majority of category A partners present and voting and a majority of category B partners present and 
voting. 

 
15.  Miscellaneous 
 

The official work of the GRASP Partnership will be carried out in either English or French, or both. Where 
possible and appropriate, and depending on budgetary constraints, documents and reports will be made 
available in both languages. 

 
 

Adopted at the 1st GRASP Council Meeting 
Kinshasa, 7 September 2005 
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Annex 

 
GRASP Partnership admission criteria 

 
Introduction 
 
The aim of the present document is to provide workable criteria to guide the admittance of new partners 
into the GRASP Partnership. It was prepared by the secretariat of the Great Apes Survival Project 
(GRASP) Partnership in response to a request by the GRASP interim Executive Committee during a 
teleconference on 12 March 2004. The admission criteria contained in the present document were 
approved by the interim Executive Committee on 3 September 2004. 
 
It is hoped that these criteria will help the Executive Committee in assessing the suitability of each 
applicant on its own merit and ensuring a clear and transparent admission process. 
 
The categories of partners for which the admission criteria have been prepared are set out below. For a 
complete list of categories, please see chapter VII, section A, of the draft rules for the organization and 
management of the Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) Partnership. 
 

Category E: Non-governmental organizations with a significant involvement in great ape   
                      conservation 

 
Applicants for admittance into category E (non-governmental organizations) shall be required to meet the 
criteria set out below, at the discretion of the Executive Committee. 
 
Non-governmental organization partnership criteria 

 
Non-governmental organization partners must: 
 
• Share and support the objectives of GRASP;  
• Not pursue activities conflicting with the mission of GRASP; 
• Be actively engaged in or support the conservation of great apes and their habitat; 
• Aim to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable; 
• Show dedication to influencing, encouraging and assisting local communities and society at large in 

formulating and adopting conservation and natural resource policies that are great ape-friendly; 
• Demonstrate a substantial record of activity in the support or conservation of great apes and their 

habitat for at least two years or have within their ranks personnel with substantial experience in the 
conservation of endangered species;  

• Present for review annual reports for the previous two years or equivalent documentation or a 
website containing such information;  

• Submit with their application a letter of recommendation from an existing GRASP partner. 
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Non-governmental organizations that are based in range States and that do not meet the above requirements 
shall be encouraged to support GRASP activities through national focal points or by working closely with 
international non-governmental organization partners. They will be at liberty to apply for admission once 
they have met the stated requirements. 
 
Roles and responsibilities of non-governmental organization partners 
 
Non-governmental organization partners must: 
 
• Support the formulation of GRASP policy;  
• Help develop and implement the GRASP strategy and work plan; 
• Form part of the GRASP Council and nominate a representative to the Executive Committee; 
• Share their knowledge, experience and expertise with the GRASP Partnership; 
• Assist with the preparation of national great ape survival plans and the organization of priority-

setting workshops in range States; 
• Coordinate their activities to address the national priorities identified in national great ape survival 

plans; 
• Participate in the activities of the GRASP technical support team; 
• Help GRASP gain support in range and donor States; 
• Establish a GRASP hyperlink on their websites; 
• Acknowledge GRASP and use the GRASP logo in all partner activities that are wholly or partly 

funded by GRASP funds, where appropriate. 
 
Category H: Appropriate private businesses, representatives of industry and scientific,  
                      academic and other organizations with an interest in supporting or  
                      participating in great ape conservation programmes through GRASP 

 
Applicants for admittance into category H will be required to meet the majority of the following criteria, 
depending on their applicability as determined by the Executive Committee.  
 
Private sector partner criteria 
 
Private sector partners must: 
 
• Show commitment to furthering GRASP objectives; 
• Ensure conformity to, or willingness to conform to, principles of sustainability as set out in relevant 

guidelines such as those established by the United Nations Environment Programme, the World 
Business Council for Sustainable Development and the Forest Stewardship Council, as well as to 
sustainable business standards and other international guidelines; 

• Adopt targets, where appropriate, for initiating best practices in their operations and monitor 
progress towards those targets and share lessons learned; 
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• Demonstrate commitment to ensuring that any use of natural resources is ecologically sustainable 

and that all stakeholders, including local communities, benefit appropriately; 
• Participate in or provide substantial funding for programmes for the conservation of great apes and 

their habitat. 
 
Academic institutions and research bodies partnership criteria 
 
Academic institutions and research body partners must:  
 
• Be engaged in efforts to increase and share scientific knowledge on great apes and related great ape 

ecosystems that is applicable to the conservation of apes in the wild;  
• Demonstrate an institutional focus on applied field research or conservation-related educational 

activities; 
• Ensure and promote great ape welfare where applicable in their research. 
 
Other partners 

 
Other partners may include, under special circumstances and for reasons to be made explicit by the 
Executive Committee, any individual, organization or body not covered above that is committed to the 
GRASP mission and to the conservation of great apes and their habitat. 
 
Parties interested in joining the GRASP Partnership are asked to send a brief letter, clearly indicating their 
great ape-related activities and their commitment to GRASP, to: 
 

Melanie Virtue 
Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) 
Division of Environmental Policy Implementation 
United Nations Environment Programme 
P.O. Box 30552 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel.: (+254 20) 62 4163 
Fax: (+254 20) 62 4300 
Email: grasp@unep.org  

 
The final decision on the eligibility and admittance of any applicant shall be made at the discretion of the 
Executive Committee. The Committee will provide a written explanation for its decision in the event of a 
declined request.   

 
**

 

 
** Updated : 26-09-05 
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GRASP Partnership outline work plan 
2003-20071

 
 

1. Preamble 
 
The following is a discussion document and sets out the Great Ape Survival Project’s 2003 to 2007 work 
plan and illustrates how the Targets, Outputs and Key Activities may be co-ordinated by GRASP, the great 
ape range states and GRASP Partners. 
 
2. Goals  
 
2.1 Overall goal 
 
The GRASP Partnership has, as an immediate challenge, to lift the threat of imminent extinction facing most 
populations of great apes. Its mission is to work as a coherent partnership to conserve in their natural habitats 
wherever they exist wild populations of every kind of great ape and to make sure that where apes and people 
interact, their interactions are mutually positive and sustainable. GRASP also seeks to exemplify and relieve 
the threats faced by other kinds of animals, birds and plants sharing the forests where apes survive and to 
illustrate what can be achieved through a genuine partnership between all stakeholders in fragile ecosystems. 
 
2.2 Programme Goal  
 
The programme goal (over 5 years) is to improve the conservation status of viable populations of each sub-
species of great apes (at least 4 populations of each sub-species, where these exist). 
 
Indicators for programme goal may include issues such as:  
 

• ape population levels (e.g.: selected populations in 2007 show no decline, or increase from initial levels 
measured in 2003-4.);  

 

• area of habitat protected (e.g.: area of ape habitat under formal protection in 2007 greater than in 2003);  
 

• number of local communities involved in ape conservation projects (e.g.: by 2007, at least 10 
communities involved in ape conservation projects that had not been in 2003). 

 
3.  Targets, outputs and key activities2

 
Note: The following Outputs may be updated and amended periodically by the GRASP Committee with 
approval from the GRASP Council, when and if it is considered appropriate to do so. It is foreseen that each 
range state government becomes fully involved in the implementation of the work programme.3  
 

                                                      
1  The need was identified for a synchronisation of the workplan and the strategy, and for changes in the Survival Strategy for 

Great Apes to be reflected in the workplan. 
2  Prioritising between the different outputs and activities will be overseen by the appropriate body, determined by the constitution 
3   Specific needs and gaps in key areas, including legal, policy and institutional issues, will need to be identified at all levels. 
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Target 1 :  Partnerships 
Through Partnerships, improve or make a substantial positive contribution to great ape conservation 
in at least 184 great ape range states by 2007 
 
Output 1.1:  At least 18 great ape range states and at least 25 non-governmental organisations 

working together towards GRASP's mission by 2005. 
 

• Conduct missions to establish partnerships with the 21 ape range states in Africa, and the two in Asia  

• Reinforce cooperation between the two sponsoring agencies and the four wildlife related conventions 
(WHC, CITES, CBD, and CMS) 

• Establish close relationship with the Great Ape Advisory Panel of the IUCN/SSC Primate Specialist 
Group to help develop and implement a scientific body to co-ordinate the scientific and technical input 
to GRASP  

• Establish working relationships (including MOUs as appropriate) with 25 NGO partners (some of which 
carry out GRASP-supported conservation projects on the ground) 

• Organise inter-governmental conference with participation of a full range of stakeholders including 
NGOs 

• Stimulate support for GRASP among governments in non-range states, from the charitable sector and 
private commercial bodies 

• Establish working relationships with the private sector, such as the tourism and resource extraction 
industries 

 
Output 1.2:  GRASP working to conserve apes through local organisations and communities in at 

least 15 ape range states by 2006 
 

• Expand the number of active partners to include local bodies such as those working with people living in 
and around ape habitats, and having a significant impact on those habitats or populations, as identified at 
national level. 

 
Target 2 :  Awareness 
Relevant information on great ape conservation being used for decision-making locally, nationally 
and internationally, including in at least 15 range states, by 2007 
 
Output 2.1:  Improved understanding of the importance and benefits of conserving great apes 

among range state governments and their people by 20075

 

• Send diplomatic missions to range states to raise the profile of great ape conservation on the political 
agenda 

• Send technical missions to range states to support and develop the implementation of the NGASP 
process within each range state 

 
                                                      

4  In setting quantitative targets we have attempted to set optimistic but hopefully realistic targets.  
5  It was noted in the Paris working group on this document that the attitudes of tour operators and bushmeat consumers are 

important targeted indicators for this output. 
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• Implement education and public information campaigns in range states to raise the profile and 
understanding of the problems facing great apes and the need to conserve them 

 

• Implement information, education, communication projects in and around areas harbouring great apes 
 
Output 2.2:  Improved understanding of the importance of conserving great apes among people 

living outside range states by 2005 
 

• Promote GRASP's message through press events, publications, the internet, film, radio and television 

• Develop a communication strategy to optimise awareness - raising efforts. 
 
Output 2.3:  Information on great apes provided to decision-makers in at least 21 states and 10 

intergovernmental organisations by 2007 
 

• Produce and disseminate technical and publicity materials on the populations and habitats of great apes, 
the threats they face, and the measures already being taken to alleviate them through the publication of  
the World Atlas of the Great Apes 

• Produce international awareness raising and educational publications for GRASP, such as public service 
advertisements 

• Undertake collaborative activities with multi-lateral agencies such as the EU and World Bank to 
improve support for great apes and their habitats and reduce activities by such agencies that increase the 
risk to great ape populations 

 
Target 3 :  Capacity 
Capacity to conserve great apes and their habitats strengthened in at least 18 range states by 20076

 
Output 3.1:  By 2007, at least 18 range states have developed and started implementing National 

Great Apes Survival Plans  
 

• Organise missions to each range state to study the problems and to consult governments and other 
stakeholders in order to highlight the urgent needs and longer term requirements for maintaining viable 
ape populations and improving the quality of life of people living alongside them 

• Develop and promote an effective NGASP workshop structure suitable to the needs of the range states, 
and incorporating needs assessment, priority setting and identification of partners at the national level. 

• Encourage, facilitate and provide technical and financial support to range states in development and 
implementation of National Great Ape Survival Plans 

• Provide training for NGASP planning and implementation to range state nationals (staff from 
government and non-governmental organisations, national park employees, local villagers, etc). 

• Link NGASPs to wider planning mechanisms including those under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) and other multilateral agreements to protect populations of great apes 

 
Output 3.2:  Knowledge and experience of modern law enforcement techniques improved in at least 

5 range states by 20067

                                                      
6  Capacity building efforts should be directed at diverse target groups including judiciaries, police and customs officers, 

parliamentarians and others. 
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• Support internal and transboundary enforcement operations, including training 
 

• Support training of customs officials in wildlife related legislation and identification of great ape 
products 

• Support awareness raising of national judiciaries and legal systems 
 
Output 3.3:  Technical capacity developed for management of protected areas with apes in at least 5 

range states by 2007  
 

• Assist range state governments and local authorities as appropriate in recruitment, training and 
deployment of protected area staff in great ape range. 

 
Output 3.4:  Scientific expertise on great apes strengthened in at least 4 range states by 2005 
 

• Support African and Asian postgraduate training on great ape conservation biology, survey techniques, 
and conservation 

• Provide grants to African and Asian biologists for applied research on key great ape populations 

• Support veterinarian field programmes in great ape disease issues, including the setting up of early 
warning systems for Ebola and anthrax, based on ape "die-offs" 

 
Target 4 :  Projects 
Pilot field projects conserving great ape populations established in at least 18 range states by 2007 
 
Output 4.1:  Great apes conserved through at least 15 pilot projects undertaken by partner agencies 

in co-operation with range state governments  
 
• Develop and implement pilot projects with partners.  

Projects should exemplify GRASP's core principles and objectives by providing opportunities, for 
instance, to:  

 
 establish monitoring systems to ensure projects deliver tangible benefits 
 ensure local communities and the private sector are involved in pilot project planning and 

implementation   
 establish projects in collaboration with UNESCO MAB and WHC, and UNEP 
 work with the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) to combat the  

smuggling of apes for human consumption or sale as live specimens 
 link biodiversity conservation, poverty alleviation and peace-building where appropriate 
 support the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in the debate on the effects of the bushmeat 

trade on biodiversity resources and in considering how best to integrate ape conservation with wider 
biodiversity management frameworks (particularly through their forest biodiversity programme of 
work) in the individual range states 

 integrate with other relevant initiatives such as the Durban process, AFLEG, etc. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                
7  Capacity building efforts should make appropriate use of existing training organisations in range states and elsewhere. 
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 encourage further investment in areas with unrealised potential for ecotourism, so giving local 

people a permanent stake in the conservation of ape habitats 
 recognise great apes as keystone species and as flagships for their habitats and other wildlife that 

live with them 
 work with private companies to stop the over-exploitation of forests (mainly for timber, bushmeat, 

or minerals) and mitigate damaging impacts, ploughing back resources into conservation and local 
communities (e.g. convene GRASP conference with extractive industry representatives)  

 address NGASP recommendations 
 support transboundary conservation efforts 
 develop synergies among current initiatives and avoid duplication of existing activities 
 involve relevant partners in the implementation of the workplan 

 
 Examples of such projects might include those which: 
 

 address the effects on gorillas, chimpanzees and other African wildlife of uncontrolled mining for 
coltan, gold, diamonds and other minerals 

 support projects that address the impact of illegal logging and mining on orangutan populations in 
Sumatra and Borneo 

 work with the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) to strengthen transboundary co-operation 
(under an Article IV accord) between gorilla range states. 

 
Output 4.2:  Conservation initiatives of mutual benefit to communities8 and great apes developed 

and implemented with local people in at least 10 range states by 2007  
 

• Support community-based projects that protect the forest ecosystem and help people as well as wildlife 
(e.g. supply people with essentials such as water, food, medicine, building materials, soil and fuel, 
provide alternative sources of income) or wildlife/human conflict resolution 

• Increase the focus on the human dimension of GRASP by, for example, working with eco-tourism 
operators to ensure that revenues generated benefit local communities 

 
Output 4.3:  Lessons from successful projects replicated at more than 5 other sites from 2006 
 

• Disseminate project reports 

• Hold lesson sharing workshops and arrange exchange visits 

• Support projects that replicate successful pilots. 
 
Target 5 :  Fund-raising 
Previously untapped financial resources being used to support great ape conservation from 2004 
 
Output 5.1:  From 2004, GRASP fund-raising campaigns provide new funds for ape conservation 

and for the indigenous people who depend on the same forests   
 

 

                                                      
8  Special note has been made of the importance of forest dwelling communities in this respect. 
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• Develop an appropriate and effective fund-raising strategy that takes advantage of UNEP's and 
UNESCO’s added value, addresses challenges and ethical considerations, and takes account of 
individual partners' rights/wishes to continue to fund-raise separately 

• Secure funds from UNEP and UNESCO's member states. 
• Secure funds from foundations and the private sector 
 

Adopted at the 1st  GRASP Council Meeting 
Kinsasha, 8 September 2005 

 
**

 
      ** Updated : 26-09-05 
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The GRASP Partnership - A Distinctive Approach 
 

Current Priorities 
 

 

1. Background  
 
The Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) Partnership was established in 2001 under the auspices of the 
United Nations to bring a new level of international effort to bear on the conservation of the great apes.  The 
GRASP Partnership draws together most stakeholders involved in great ape conservation under a single 
broad framework aimed at reducing threats to great apes and their habitat at local, national, regional and 
international levels.  The mandate of the GRASP Partnership encompasses all twenty-three of the great ape 
range states in equatorial Africa and south-east Asia and provides GRASP with a unique ability to address 
the problems facing great ape populations at the highest political level.     
 
1.1 Overall goal 
 
The GRASP Partnership has, as an immediate challenge, to lift the threat of imminent extinction facing most 
populations of great apes. Its mission is to work as a coherent partnership to conserve in their natural habitats 
wherever they exist wild populations of every kind of great ape and to make sure that where apes and people 
interact, their interactions are mutually positive and sustainable. GRASP also seeks to exemplify and relieve 
the threats faced by other kinds of animals, birds and plants sharing the forests where apes survive and to 
illustrate what can be achieved through a genuine partnership between all stakeholders in fragile ecosystems. 
 
1.2 Distinctive approach1 
 
The GRASP Partnership unites all the principal institutional actors in great ape conservation – UN agencies, 
biodiversity-related multilateral environmental agreements, great ape range state and donor governments, 
non-governmental organizations, scientists, local communities and the private sector – in an internationally 
concerted approach to a major extinction crisis. 
 
GRASP is a World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) Type II Partnership, led by the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO).  The GRASP Partnership is governed by a Council consisting of representatives of 
all the Partners, assisted by an elected Executive Committee and a Scientific Commission comprised of 
experts in great ape ecology and conservation.  The GRASP Secretariat as the administrative and operational 
arm of the Partnership is provided jointly by UNEP and UNESCO. 
 
 

                                                      
1  This document has been prepared for the information of participants at the Intergovernmental Meeting on Great Apes and the 

Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP) and the first GRASP Council Meeting.  It is complementary to the GRASP Partnership 
Outline Work Plan, 2003-2007 and the Global Strategy for the Survival of Great Apes and their Habitat. Building on the above,  
this document highlights concrete and achievable priority areas for action that the GRASP Secretariat will facilitate the 
Partnership to undertake.
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Due to its legal status as a Type II Partnership and its position within the United Nations system, GRASP 
has a unique and vital role in great ape conservation, above and beyond the efforts of individual actors and 
organizations.  This document aims to clarify the “added value” of the GRASP Partnership to great ape 
conservation and to highlight the priorities that the Secretariat will facilitate the Partnership to focus on in 
the short to medium future.          
 
2. Added value of the GRASP Partnership 
 
The following are the special attributes of the United Nations-led GRASP Partnership and the added value 
that this dynamic alliance brings to the global great ape conservation effort. 
 
2.1 High-level national and intergovernmental dialogue to generate political will and influence policy 

for great ape conservation globally. 
 
As a WSSD Type II Partnership, housed within the UN system, the GRASP initiative has the potential to 
engage governments and intergovernmental organizations in a systematic way that is beyond the reach of 
individual conservation organizations.  The GRASP Partnership’s focus on great apes enables it to 
concentrate exclusively on the threats facing the four taxa, rather than addressing a broad range of 
conservation issues on a global scale.  In this way, GRASP can help to raise great ape conservation up the 
political agenda in the range and donor states. 
 
2.2 Planning and monitoring at the national, regional and international level to bring the  

decline of great ape populations to a halt. 
 

As a result of the engagement of all the major stakeholders in great ape conservation, both governmental and 
non-governmental, with the objectives of the Partnership, GRASP provides a unique framework wherein 
coherent plans for great ape conservation can be developed and implemented at international, regional, 
national and population levels.  The GRASP Council, Executive Committee, Scientific Commission and 
Secretariat do not seek to coordinate such efforts, but rather to create an enabling framework within which 
relevant GRASP Partners can work together to ensure the coherence of their activities.   
 
2.3 Development and promotion of best practices, cooperation and technical support between and 

among all stakeholders.   
 
The broad and inclusive GRASP Partnership contains a wealth of knowledge and expertise in the form of 
individuals and institutions.  In order to ensure maximum efficiency and avoid the duplication of existing 
activities, the GRASP Secretariat has the potential to facilitate communication and promote synergies among 
current initiatives and cooperation between Partners.   Greater involvement of range states and local 
communities in governance and priority setting, development and replication of best practices to address 
common threats such as deforestation, bushmeat and disease, increased capacities to manage natural and 
wildlife resources and national law enforcement, transboundary conservation and peace-building initiatives 
and integrated sustainable development and conservation activities are all areas where the collaborative 
potential of the GRASP Partnership is a strength to be harnessed. 
 
2.4   Media, information and public awareness to mitigate the threats facing the great  apes.  
 
Benefiting from the access to the international media that GRASP can call upon, the Partnership is able to 
increase both the profile and the scope of great ape conservation-related publicity and awareness raising 
messages.  As the GRASP Partnership can speak for the great apes with a unified and well-recognized voice,  
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it has the clout to provide the communication platform necessary to both inform key decision makers and 
create innovative and appropriate methods of awareness raising at all levels.   
          
2.5  New and additional funding for great ape conservation.   
 
As an international coalition of organizations from both the private and public sectors, seated within the UN 
system, the GRASP Partnership is uniquely positioned to leverage previously untapped funds for great ape 
conservation.  The non-partisan status of the GRASP Partnership, afforded by its position in within the 
United Nations system, provides access to governmental and intergovernmental financial resources hitherto 
not available for great ape conservation.  It is anticipated that the bulk of new and additional funding will  
 
flow through traditional channels such as the Global Environmental Facility, the World Bank Group, the 
European Commission, bilateral (governmental), United Nations and large corporate donors.  The GRASP 
Partnership is not an attempt to create a major new funding mechanism or institution, nor will it compete 
with traditional GRASP Partner sources of conservation financing.   
  
3. Current GRASP Partnership priorities 
 
The GRASP Secretariat, under the guidance of the GRASP Executive Committee and Scientific 
Commission, will facilitate the GRASP Partnership to undertake the following priority activities in the 2005-
2007 timeframe.  It will do so taking into account the GRASP Partnership Outline Work Plan, 2003-2007, 
the Global Strategy for the Survival of Great Apes and their Habitat and the added value attributes detailed 
above. 
 
3.1 High-level national and intergovernmental dialogue to generate political will and influence 

policy for great ape conservation globally. 
 

Priority 1a – to promote international dialogue on great ape conservation at the highest levels among 
donor and range state governments, institutions and other stakeholders. 

Priority 1b –  to strengthen collaboration with the relevant biodiversity-related multilateral 
environmental agreements, including CITES, CMS, WHC, CBD and Ramsar. 

Priority 1c –  to engage intergovernmental bodies (NEPAD, AMCEN, European Union, ASEAN, etc), 
international financial institutions (World Bank, IMF, Export Credit Agencies, etc), 
other relevant multilateral organizations (ITTO, ATO, etc) and UN agencies to include 
the protection for biodiversity conservation, with a particular emphasis on great apes, as 
a key factor in establishing programme priorities at national and international levels. 

 
3.2 Planning and monitoring at the national, regional and international level to bring the decline of 

great ape populations to a halt. 
 

Priority 2a –  to identify priority populations of great apes for conservation and to formulate and begin 
the implementation of detailed national, regional and international conservation plans 
for all high-priority populations. 

Priority 2b –  to design and initiate a system for monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of great 
ape conservation efforts at national, regional and international levels.   

Priority 2c –  to work with range state governments to facilitate and assist in the development of 
national policies to advance the conservation of great apes. 
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3.3 Development and promotion of best practices, cooperation and technical support between and 

among all stakeholders.   
 

Priority 3a –  to promote greater cooperation and communication between all stakeholders (including 
local communities) in governance and priority setting for great ape conservation, 
through such activities as the: 
(i) Provision of technical and other support to range state authorities to increase 

capacity to manage  great ape populations and their habitat sustainably 
(ii) Organization of regional and other law enforcement training activities and 

workshops for relevant officials and experts to address illegal trade and resource 
extraction issues.    

 

Priority 3b –  to develop and replicate best practices to address common threats facing the great apes, 
with a focus on special projects such as:  

(i)  Joint initiatives to address deforestation and habitat loss involving governments 
and representatives of extractive (timber, oil, mining) and forest conversion 
(plantations, palm oil) industries, with a particular focus on Central Africa and 
Southeast Asia in cooperation with national ministries, the private sector and 
multilateral institutions 

(ii)  Those that identify and implement effective and adaptable common approaches to 
unresolved issues such as the bushmeat crisis and interspecies disease 
transmission 

(iii)  Other pilot projects in key fields where the UN-led GRASP Partnership has a 
competitive advantage such as those with transboundary collaboration, peace-
building and integrated conservation and sustainable development opportunities. 

 
3.4  Media, information and public awareness to mitigate the threats facing the great apes.  

 

Priority 4a –  to initiate and facilitate interested GRASP Partners to undertake a locally-adapted great 
ape public information and awareness raising conservation education campaign in 
priority regions of the African and south-east Asia great ape range states. 

 

Priority 4b –   to increase current efforts to present great ape information to key decision makers and 
staff in relevant national, intergovernmental and donor institutions, the United Nations 
system and the corporate sector, including dissemination through the media.   

 
3.5   New and additional funding for great ape conservation.   
 

Priority 5a –  to raise new and additional funding to achieve the preceding priority actions for great 
ape conservation from donor governments, intergovernmental and multilateral bodies 
and large corporate sponsors.   

 
Adhering to the priorities described above, detailed annual workplans will be developed by the GRASP 
Secretariat, Scientific Commission and Technical Support Teams, and by any GRASP Partner directly 
involved in the implementation of these priorities through financial support from the GRASP Secretariat.   

 
 

Adopted at the 1st GRASP Council Meeting 
Kinshasa, 8 September 2005 

  
 (updated: 03-10-05) 
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Decision of the GRASP Council 

GRASP Programme of action 
 
September 8, 2005 
 
 
The Council 
 

Having reviewed and adopted the outline work plan 2003-2007 (document 1.4) and the GRASP 
Partnership: a Distinctive Approach (document 1.6) describing respectively, the work plan for 2003-2007 
prepared by the expert group that met in Paris in November 2003 and the strategic priorities guiding the 
work plan for the period 2005-2007 as proposed by the Secretariat in consultation with the Interim Executive 
Committee, 
 

Noting the fact that the Council has unanimously adopted the Rules for organization and 
management of GRASP and recommended the adoption of the global strategy for the conservation of the 
great apes by the high-level segment of the Intergovernmental Meeting scheduled to meet in Kinshasa on 
Friday, 9 September 2005, 
 

Recognizing the need for identifying a set of clearly defined and realistic actions and activities that 
the GRASP Partnership can commit itself to implementing before the next meeting of the Council that is in 
line with the 2003-2007 plan and the strategic priorities identified in documents 1.4 and 1.6 respectively, 
 

1.  Decides to entrust the Executive Committee and Scientific Commission with the preparation of a 
detailed programme of action for the period 2006-2007 clearly identifying actions, activities, duration for 
their completion, indicators, and distribution of responsibilities among members of the GRASP Partnership; 
 

2.  Invites the Executive Committee to consult fully with all current Members of the GRASP 
Partnership, in order to coordinate the 2006-2007 programme of action with national strategies, and invite 
their in-kind and financial contributions for the preparation and implementation of the 2006-2007 
programme of action;  
 

3.  Requests the Executive Committee to ensure that the 2006-2007 programme of action is 
circulated for comment to all Partners before 31 December 2005;  

 
4.  Requests the Executive Committee, on the basis of any comments received from the Partners, to 

finalize the 2006-2007 programme of action and circulate it to Partners; 
 

5.  Recommends that the Executive Committee monitor progress in the preparation and 
implementation of the programme of action for 2006-2007 and submit a progress report to the Council at its 
next session.  
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING ON GREAT APES AND THE FIRST MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 

GREAT APES SURVIVAL PROJECT 
 

RÉUNION INTERGOUVERNEMENTALE SUR LES GRANDS SINGES ET PREMIÈRE RÉUNION DU CONSEIL 
DU GRASP 

 
GRAND HOTEL, KINSHASA, DRC / RDC 

5-9 SEPT 2005 
 

FINAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS - LISTE FINALE DES PARTICIPANTS
 
GOVERNEMENTS (RANGE STATES) / 
GOUVERNEMENTS (PAYS DE L'AIRE DE 
RÉPARTITION) 
 
A
  

NGOLA 

1. H.E. Graciano Domingos 
Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Urbanization and Environment 
4th February Avenue No. 34 
Angola 
Tel:  +244 222 310003 /  310517 
Fax: +244 222 310517 / 310003 

 
2. M. Soki Kuedikuenda 

Directeur National de Ressources Naturelles 
Ministère de l’Urbanisme et l’Environnement 
30 Av 4 de Feveiro, Luanda, Angola 
Tel:  +244 923 319465 
Fax: +244 222 310003 

  
3. M. Alector Manuel Sao Pedro Araujo 

Directeur Provincial de Cabinda 
Direction Provinciale de l'Agriculture,  des 
Pêches et de  l’Environnement  
Rua do Commercio, Edificio Minader B.P. 09  
Cabinda, Angola 
Tel: +244 913 145782 / 923 369731 
Fax: +244 231 222200 / (031) 22200 

 
4. Eng. Simao Zau 

Provincial Director 
Forestry Development Institute 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Environment 
Rua do Commercio, B.P. 09 
Cabinda, Angola 
Tel: +244 913 144447 / 621856 
Fax: +244 2312 22200 
Email: simaoza58@yahoo.com.br

 
5. Dr. Tamar Ron 

Biodiversity Consultant 
Provincial Governement of Cabinda, 
Rua do Commercio, B.P. 09 
Cabinda, Angola 
Tel: +244 924 047090 
Fax: +244 2312 22200 
Email: tamaron@netangola.com

 
BURUNDI 
 
6. Dr. Boniface Nyakageni 

Conseiller du Ministre 
Ministère de l’Aménagement du Territoire, de 
l'Environnement et du Tourisme 
B.P. 0631, Bujumbura, Burundi 
Tel :  +257 224979 
Fax : +257 241205 
Email : bonyakage@yahoo.fr

 
CAMEROON / CAMEROUN 
 
7. H.E. Egbé Hillman Achuo 

Minister of Forestry and Wildlife  
Ministerial building no.2 
Cameroon 
Tel : + 237 222 9483 
 

8. S.E.  Joseph Roland Matta 
Député 
Assemblée Nationale 
Cameroun 
Tel: +237 775 7841 
Email: mattaroland@yahoo.fr

 
9. S.E. Jean-Jacques Nelle-Nonkunri 

Ambassadeur du Cameroun en RDC 
181 Bld du 30 juin 
Kinshasa, RDC 
Tel: 98121840 
 
Fax: 0815182576 

mailto:simaoza@yahoo.com.br
mailto:tamaron@netangola.com
mailto:Bonyakage@yahoo.fr
mailto:mattaroland@yahoo.fr
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Email: nelnonk3@yahoo.com
 

10. Mr. Stephen Takang Ebai 
Director  
Department of Wildlife and Protected Areas 
Cameroon 
Tel: + 237 791 1132 / 223 9236 
Email: ebaits@yahoo.co.uk

 
11. Mr. Clement  Semey 

Technical Advisor of the Minister of Forestry and 
Wildlife 
Cameroon 
Email: asemey@yahoo.fr

 
CÔTE D’IVOIRE 
 
12. S.E. Ahipeaud Guillaume-Christ. 

Ambassadeur de la République de la Côte 
D’Ivoire en DRC, République du Congo et de 
Zambie 
68 Ave. de la Justice   
Kinshasa, RDC 
Tél: + 243 21 028 / 24 626 

 
13. M. Venance Kouassi Tieha 

Directeur Technique / OIPR 
Office Ivoirien des Parcs et Réserves 
Ministère de l’Environnement 
06 BP 426 Abidjan 06-RCI 
Côte d’Ivoire 
Tel : +225 224 06110 
Fax : +225 224 06119 
Email : venancetieha@yahoo.fr

 
14. M. Adama Tondossama 

Directeur de Zone Sud-Ouest 
Ministère d’Etat, Ministère de l’Environnement 
Office Ivorien des Parcs et Réserves 
01 BP 693 San Pédro 01 
Côte d’Ivoire 
Tel : +225 347 12353 / +225 224 06110 
Fax : +225 347 14088 / +225 224 06119 

       Email : atondossama@yahoo.fr
 
GHANA 
 
15. H.E. Andrews Adjei-Yeboah 

Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Lands, Forestry and Mines 
Post Office Box MB 212 
Accra, Ghana 
Tel: +233 21 672337/ 666801 
Fax: +233 21 672337/ 666801 
Email : adjeiyeboah2002@yahoo.com

 
16. Mr. Mike Adu-Nsiah 

Business Planning Manager 
Ministry of Lands, Forestry and Mines 
Forestry Commission, Wildlife Division 
Post office Box MB 239 
Accra, Ghana 

Tel : +233 21 662832 / 64654 
Fax : +233 21 666476 
Email : mike@wd.fcghana.com; 
madunsiah@yahoo.com
 

GUINÉE-BISSAU 
 
17. S.E. João José Martins Lopes de Carvalho 

Ministre de l’Agriculture et du Développement 
Rural 
B.P. 71 Bissau 
Guinée-Bissau 
Tel: +245 223028 
Fax: +245 222834 

 
18. M. Constantino Correia 

Point focal GRASP 
Directeur Général des Forêts 
Ministère de l’Agriculture et du Développement 
Rural 
B.P. 71 Bissau 
Guinée-Bissau 
Tel : +245 7215167 
Fax : +245 221019 
Email : constantino_correia@yahoo.com

 
INDONESIA  
 
19. Dr. Samedi 

Head, Sub-Directorate of the Biodiversity-related 
Convention  
Manggala Wanabakti Bld. 
Block VII, 7th Floor 
JL. Gatot Subroto 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Tel : +62 21 572 02 27 
Fax : +62 21 572 02 27 
Email : sam_phpa2003@yahoo.com

 
20. Mr. Herry Djoko Susilo 

Head, Sub-Directorate of  Species and Genetic 
Conservation 
Ministry of Forestry 
Manggala Wanabakti Bld 
Block VI, 7th Floor 
JL. Gatot Subroto 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Tel : +62 21 572 02 27 
Fax : +62 21 572 02 27 
Email : herrysusilo@yahoo.com

 
21. Mr. Koes Saparjadi  

Director General of Forest Protection and Nature 
Conservation 
Ministry of Forestry 
Manggala Wanabakti Bld 
Block VI, 7th Floor 
JL. Gatot Subroto 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
Tel : +62 21 573 03 15 
Fax : +62 21 573 48 18 
Email : dirjen.pka@dephut.cbn.net.id

mailto:nelnonk3@yahoo.com
mailto:ebaits@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:asemey@yahoo.fr
mailto:venancetieha@yahoo.fr
mailto:atondossama@yahoo.fr
mailto:adjeiyeboah2002@yahoo.com
mailto:mike@wd.fcghana.com
mailto:madunsiah@yahoo.com
mailto:constantino_correia@yahoo.com
mailto:sam_phpa2003@yahoo.com
mailto:herrysusilo@yahoo.com
mailto:dirjen.pka@dephut.cbn.net.id
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MALI 
 
22. M. Mahamadou Dembele 

Point Focal GRASP par intérim 
Ministère de l’Environnement et de 
l’Assainissement 
Direction Nationale de la Conservation  
de la Nature 
DNCN, BP 275 
Bamako, Mali 
Tel : + 223 223 3695 / 223 223 3697 
Fax : + 223 223 3696 
Email : Conservationature@datatech.net.ml

 
23. M. Mamadou Kane 

Chef Division Aménagement de la Faune 
et de son Habitat 
Ministère de l’Environnement et de 
l’Assainissement 
Direction Nationale de la Conservation  
de la Nature 
DNCN, BP 275 
Bamako, Mali 
Tel : +233 223 3695 / 97 
Fax : +223 223 3696 
Email : Conservationature@datatech.net.ml

 
NIGERIA 
 
24. Mr. Fidelis Odiakaose Omeni 

Chief Wildlife Officer 
National Focal Point of GRASP 
Federal Ministry of Environment 
Department of Forestry 
PMB 468 
Garki, Abuja, Nigeria 
Tel:  +234 80 23198394 
Fax: +234 9 5234014 / 5234119 
Email: fedelodomeni@yahoo.com

 
25. Mr. Amos Adeola Afolabi 

Deputy Director of Forestry 
Department of Forestry 
Federal Ministry of Environment 
Department of Forestry 
PMB 468 
Garki, Abuja, Nigeria 
Tel: +234 8023396714 
Fax: +234 5234014 / 5234119 
Email: amosafolabius02000@yahoo.com

 
RÉPUBLIQUE CENTRAFRICAINE 
 
26. S.E. Jean-Eudes Teya 

Ministre des Eaux, Forêts, Chasse et Pêche 
Tel: 236 051102 / 236 617921 
Fax: 236 613741 
Bangui, RCA 
Email: jean.eudes@teya
 

27. M. Gustave Doungoube 
Chargé de Mission 

Ministère des Eaux, Forêts, Chasse et Pêche 
B.P 830 – Bangui 
RCA 
Tel: 00236503808 
Fax: 00237615741 
Email: gdoungoube2000@yahoo.fr

 
RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO*

 
28. S.E.  Abdoulaye Yerodia Ndombasi 

Vice-Président de la République Démocratique 
du Congo 
 

29. S.E. Anselme Enerunga 
Ministre de l'Environnement, Conservation de la 
nature, Eaux et Forêts 
République Démocratique du Congo 
 

30. M. Nkanu Mbizi 
Directeur de Cabinet du Ministre de 
l’Environnement, Conservation de la Nature, 
Eaux et Forêts. 
République Démocratique du Congo 

 
31. M. Cosma Wilungula Balongelwa  

Administrateur Délégué Général de l’ICCN 
République Démocratique du Congo 

 
32. M. Ilumbe Ya Mponde 

Administrateur Délégué Général de l’IJZBC 
République Démocratique du Congo 

 
33. M. Léonard Muamba Kanda 

Directeur des Services Généraux et Point Focal 
GRASP 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel : 243 0813491238 

 
34. Mme Brigitte Mbuyi Bilonba  

Conseillère, chargée de la Conservation, Faune 
et Chasse. 
République Démocratique du Congo 

 
35. Dr. Trinto Mugandu 

Consultant 
République Démocratique du Congo 

 
36. M. Bénoit Kisuki Mathe 

Administrateur Directeur Technique de l'ICCN 
République Démocratique du Congo 

 
37. Dr.  Léopold Mulumba Mfumu 

Administrateur du Laboratoire Vétérinaire de 
Kinshasa 
République Démocratique du Congo 

 
38. M. Manda Kizabi 

Délégué permanent adjoint de la République 
Démocratique du Congo auprès de l ‘UNESCO 

                                                      
* See end of this document for additional DRC delegates / 
Voir à la fin de ce document pour la liste des délégués 
supplémentaires de la RDC. 
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1 rue Miollis, 75732 
Paris, Cedex 15 France 
Tel : 0033145683423 
Email : dl.rdcongo@unesco.org

 
RÉPUBLIQUE DE GUINÉE 
 
39. Mme Christine Sagno 

Directrice Nationale des Eaux et Forêts 
Direction Nationale des Eaux et Forêts  
Ministère de l’Agriculture de l’Elevage des Eaux 
et Forêts 
BP 624  Conakry 
République de Guinée  
Tel : 224 468739 / 25 24 02 
Fax: 911181 / 414873 
Email : csagno@yahoo.fr

 
40. M. Sory Keita 

Conseiller Technique  
Ministre de l’Agriculture de l’Elevage des Eaux et 
Forêts 
BP 576 Conakry 
République de Guinée 
Tel : +224 414952 /  011229932 
Fax : +22413730 / 411181 

 
RÉPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
 
41. S.E. Henri Djombo  

Ministre 
Ministère de l’Economie Forestière et de 
l’Environnement 
République du Congo 
Tel : +242 5563525 

 
42. M. Madzou-Moukili 

Chef de Service de la Coopération Multilatérale 
Ministère de l'Economie Forestière et de 
l'Environnement 
B.P. 98, Brazzaville 
République du Congo 
Tel : 242 525 8151 
Email : madzoumoukili@yahoo.fr

 
43. Mme Antoinette Nkabi Malanda 

Conseillère à la Faune et Aux Aires Protégées 
Ministère de l’Economie Forestière et 
Environnnement 
BP 98 Brazzaville 
République du Congo 
Tel : +242 6668024 
Fax : +242 814136 
Email : antoinettenkabi@yahoo.fr

 
44. M. Dieudonné Ankara 

Point Focal GRASP 
Ministère de l’Economie Forestière et 
de l’Environnement 
BP 958 Brazzaville 
République du Congo 
Tel : +242 5516750 

Email : graspcongo@yahoo.fr
 

45. M. Bockandza-Paco 
Directeur de la Faune et des Aires Protégées 
Ministère de l’Economie Forestière et 
de l’Environnement 
BP 98 Brazzaville 
République du Congo 
Tel: +242 5490822 
Email: bockpaco_can@yahoo.fr

 
46. M. Verdly Kambi 

Attaché de Cabinet 
Ministère de l’Economie Forestière et de 
l’Environnement 
BP 98 Brazzaville 
République du Congo 
Fax : +242 814136 

 
47. M. Marcellin Agnagna 

Inspecteur Général Economie et Environnement 
Ministère de l'Economie Forestière et de 
l'Environnement 
M.E.F.E. B.P. 98 
Brazzaville 
République du Congo 
Tel : +242 5325644 
Fax : +242 814136 
Email : marcelinagnagna@yahoo.fr

 
48. M. Florent Ikoli 

Conservateur 
Ministère de l’Economie Forestière et de 
l’Environnement 
Projet Protection des Gorilles-Réserve Lésio-
Louna 
8 Rue Moubanzi Mikalouz 
Brazzaville 
République du Congo 
Tel : +242 6648543 
Email : florentikoli@yahoo.fr

 
49. M. Benjamin Dzaba-Boungou 

Directeur Général de l’Environnement 
Ministère de l’Economie Forestiere et de 
l’Environnement 
Direction Générale de l’Environnement 
République du Congo 
Tel : +242 6610441 
Email : dzabadorl@yahoo.fr

 
SÉNÉGAL 
 
50. M. Jacques Gomis 

Adjoint au conservateur du Parc 
Parc National du Niokolo-Koba 
Direction des Parcs Nationaux du Sénégal 
B.P. 5135 Kakar-Fann 
Sénégal 
Tel : +221 8322309 
Fax : +221 8322311 
Email: dpn@sentoo.sn/ jakgomis@hotmail.com
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51. M. Mamadou Dia 

Chef de Zone Parc National du Niokolo-kola 
Ministère de l’Environnement et de la Protection 
de la Nature 
Direction des Parcs Nationaux du Sénégal 
B.P. 5135 Dakar-Fann 
Sénégal 
Tel : +221 8322309 
Fax : +221 8322311 
Email : dpn@sentoo.sn 
mamadoudia83@hotmail.com
 

UGANDA 
 
52. H.E. Jovino A. Ayumu 

Minister of State for Tourism, Wildlife and 
Antiquities 
P.O. Box 7103 
Kampala, Uganda 
Tel : +256 230916 / 256395/343947 / 314000 
Fax : +256 347286 / 341247 
Email : ps@minitrade.org
 mintrade@minitrade.org

 
53. Mr. Moses Mapesa Wafula  

Executive Director 
Uganda Wildlife Authority 
Plot 7, Kira Road Kamwokya 
P.O. Box 3530 
Kampala, Uganda 
Tel : +256 355000 /  041 355 000 
Fax : +256 41346291 
Email : moses.mapesa@uwa.or.ug

 
54. Mr. Aggrey Rwetsiba 

Monitoring and Research Coordinator 
Uganda Wildlife Authority 
PO Box 3530 Kampala 
Uganda 
Tel: +256 41 346287 / 8 / 90 
Fax: +256 41 34 62 91 
Mobile: 077 499 735 / 071 499 735 
Email: aggrey.rwetsiba@uwa.or.ug

 
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 
 
55. H.E. Arcado Dennis Ntagazwa 

Minister of State 
Vice-president’s office 
P.O. Box 5380 
Dar-es-Salaam 
Tel: + 255 22 2128771 
Fax: + 255 22 2113856 

 
56. Mr. Joseph Qamara Sulle 

Senior environment officer 
Vice president’s office 
P.O. Box 5380 
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania 
Tel: + 255 22 2123152 
Fax: + 255 22 2113856 
Email: josephqamara@hotmail.com

OTHER GOVERNMENTS / 
AUTRES GOUVERNEMENTS 

 
BELGIUM / BELGIQUE 
 
57. S.E. François Delhaye 

Ministre, Conseiller, Chargé d’Affaires a.i 
Ambassade de Belgique en RDC 
Tel: 00243 / 89 24 233 
Email: info@diplobel-kinshasa.org
 

58. M.Bernard de Schrevel 
Attaché de Coopération au Développement 
Ambassade de Belgique en RDC 
Place du 27 octobre 
B.P. 899 
Kinshasa, RDC 
Tel: 00243 89 31 821 
Email: bernard.deschrevel@diplobel.be
 

FRANCE 
 
59. H.E. Denys Gauer 

Ambassadeur Français pour l’Environnement 
Ministère délégué à la Coopération et à la 
Francophonie 
20, rue Monsieur, 75007 
Paris 
France 
Email: denys.gauer@diplomatie.gouv.fr

 
60. M. Pierre Laye 

Attaché de Cooperation 
Ambassade de la France 
Kinshasa,  
RDC 
Tel: +243 (0) 81 70 05 728 
Email: pierre.laye@diplomatie.gouv.fr  

 
61. M. Christophe Besacier 

Ambassade de France à Liberville 
Ministère Francais des affaires étrangères 
Conseiller régional forêt – environnement 
Facilitation du Partenariat pour les Forêts du 
Bassin du Congo 
Service de Cooperation et d’Action culturelle 
BP 2105  
Libreville 
Gabon 
Tel: 00244 07541795 
Email: christophe.besacier@diplomatie.gouv.fr

 
62. Mme Sabrina Krief 

Maître de Conférences  
Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle 
43 rye Vyffib 
75231 OARUS cedex 
France 
Tel: +33-1 40795337 
Fax: +33-1 40793891 
Email: krief@mnhn.fr

ITALIE 
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63. S.E. Salvatore Pinna 

Ambassadeur d’Italie 
Av.de la Mongala, 8  
Gombe, Kinshasa 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel: 00243 81 8804302 / 088846106 
Fax: 9975360 
E-mail: ambitalykin@ic.cd
 

64. Dr. Andrea Cadelano 
Chef Cooperation 
Ambassade d’Italie 
Kinshasa/Gombe 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel: 0817009320 
Email: acadelano@email.it

 
JAPAN 
 
65. Dr. Noriaki Sakaguchi 

Assistant Director 
Wildlife Division, Nature Conservation Bureau 
Ministry of the Environment 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8975, Japan 
Tel: +81 3 55218282 
Fax: +81 3 358117090 
Email: noriaki_sakaguchi@env.go.jp

 
SWEDEN 
 
66. S.E. Magnus Wernstedt 

Ambassadeur de Suède en République 
Démocratique du Congo 
Tél: (243) 98 18 25 28 / 98 24 25 54 
Fax: (871) 761 971 069 

 
UNITED KINGDOM 
 
67. H.E. Jim Knight 

Minister for Biodiversity 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs 
Room 650 Nobel House 
Smith Square 
London SW1 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0)207 238 5393 
Fax: +44 (0)207 238 5867 
Email: c/o Nina.Roney@defra.gsi.gov.uk

 
68. Mr. Eric Blencowe 

DEFRA, Room 1/16 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol BS1 6EB 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 1 173728295 
Fax: 44 1 173728373 
Email: Blencowe@defra.gsi.gov.uk

69. Ms. Penny Fox 
Press Officer 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs 
Room 650 Nobel House 
Smith Square 
London SW1 
Tel: + 44 2 07 238 5334 
Fax: +44 2 07 238 5529 
Email: Penny.Fox@defra.gsi.gov.uk

 
70. Ms. Nina Roney 

Private Secretary to the Minister for Biodiversity 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs 
Room 650 Nobel House 
Smith Square 
London SW1 
Tel: +44 (0) 207 238 5393 
Fax: +44 (0) 207 238 5867 
Email: c/o Nina.Roney@defra.gsi.gov.uk

 
U.S.A. 
 
71. H.E. Roger A. Meece 

Ambassadeur 
Ambassade des Etats-Unis 
310, Avenue des Aviateurs 
Kinshasa-Gombe 
République Démocratique du Congo 

 
72. Dr. John Flynn 

Central Africa Regional Programme for the 
Environment (CARPE) 
US Agency for International Development 
USAID/Kinshasa 
Kinshasa-Gombe, 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel: +243 (0) 81 7005258 
Email: joflynn@usaid.gov  

 
73. Mr. Matthew Cassetta 

Regional Environment Officer 
B.P 4000 
US Embassy, Libreville 
Gabon 
Tel: 241 762 003 
Email: reowestafrica@yahoo.com

 
74. Mr. Michael Chaveas 

Africa Program Specialist 
USDA Forest Service International Programs 
1099 14th St., NW, Suite 5500W 
Washington, DC 20005 
Tel: +1 202 2734744  
Tax: +1 202 2734750 
Email: mchaveas@fs.fed.us
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS / ORGANISATIONS 
INTERNATIONALES 

 
COMIFAC 
 
75. M. Jonas Nagahudi Mbongu 

BP 20818 
Yaoundé, Cameroun 
Tel:  237 221 3511 
Fax: 237 221 3512 
Email : comifac2005@yahoo.fr

 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION / AIDCO 
 
76. M. Bernard Piette 

Premier Conseiller et  Chef de Section 
Économie, Droits Humains et Commerce 
Délégation de la Commission Européenne 
République Démocratique du Congo 

 
77. M. Filippo Saracco 

Délégation de la Commission Européenne en 
République Démocratique du Congo 

 
78. M. Jean-Claude Le Corre 

Coordination Administrative et Financière de 
l'Appui à l'ICCN 
Programme d'appui institutionnel 8 ZR 6 
Trust Fund Banque Mondiale / Union 
Européenne 
35 Avenue roi Bauduin 
Kinshasa, Gombe 
Tel: 243 (0) 810 674 134 
Email: arkorr@yahoo.fr

 
79. M. Michel Van den Bossche 

CE/AIDCO 
European commission  
EuropeAid Co-operation Office (AIDCO) 
Office L-41 2/37 (rue de la Loi, 41) 
1049 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel : +32 2 2965712 
Fax : +32 2 2961430 
Email :  
michel.van-den-bossche@cec.eu.int

 
INTERNATIONAL TROPICAL TIMBER 
ORGANIZATION (ITTO) 

 
80. Dr. Jean-Claude Nguinguiri, 

Regional Officer for Africa 
International Tropical Timber  
Organization (ITTO) 
OIBT, BP. 329 
Libreville, Gabon 
Tel : +241-06685120 
Fax : +241-445340 
Email : roaf.itto@internetgabon.com
jcnguinguiri@yahoo.fr

GRASP PATRONS / 
PARRAINS DU GRASP 

 
 
81. Dr. Richard Leakey 

Hurlingham Medicare Plaza 
Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: +254 20 2710949 / 2710955 
Email: leakey@wananchi.com

 
82. Prof. Toshisada Nishida 

Department of Zoology, Kyoto University 
Kitashirakawa-Oiwakecho 
Sakyo, Kyoto 
Japan 606 
Tel: +81 75 7534084  
Fax: +81 75 7534098   
Email: nishida@jinrui.zool.kyoto-u.ac.jp
 

83. Prof. Richard Wrangham 
Peabody Museum 
Harvard University 
Cambridge 
MA 02138 
Fax: +1 617 496 8041 
Email: wrangham@harvard.edu
 

INTERIM SCIENTIFIC COMMISSION /  
COMMISSION SCIENTIFIQUE PAR 
INTÉRIM 

 
84. Dr. Mark Leighton 

GAWHSP 
C/O Carr Foundation 
2 Arrow St. Suite 400 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
USA 
Tel: +1-617-3014017 
Mobile: +1-7813546610 
Fax: +1-617-3014040 
Email: Leighton@fans.harvard.edu; 
Markleighton9@yahoo.com

 
85. Prof. Christophe Boesch 

Président 
Wild Chimpanzee Foundation 
69, Chemin de Planta,  
1227 Cologny/Genève 
Suisse 
Tel : +49-341-3550250 
Fax : +49-341-3550199 
Email : wcf@wildchimps.org

 
86. Mr. Bila-Isia Inogwabini 

Lac Tumba Project Manager 
World Wide Life Fund for Nature 
Av. Lodja No. 6 Quartier Socimat/ 
Kinshasa-Gombe, Kinshase 
BP 2847 Kini, Kinshasa 
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Democratic Republic of Congo 
Tel: +243-98913773 
Fax: +243-812616169 
Email: binogwabini@wwfcarpo.org
 

87. Dr. Jatna Supriatna 
Conservation International Indonesia 
Jl. Pejatena Barat 16 A 
Jakarta 12550 
Indonesia 
Tel: +62-21-78838624 
Fax: +62-21-7806723 
Email: jsupriatna@conservation.org
 

88. Dr. Marc Ancrenaz 
Co-Director 
Kinabatangan Orang-Utan Conservation Project 
Austral Park 
Lorong 10 House 35 
88200 Kota Kinabalu 
Sabah, Malaysia 
Tel: 60 88 250 540 
Fax: 60 88 250 540 
Email: hutan1@tm.net.my
 

MULTILATERAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
AGREEMENTS / 
ACCORDS MULTILATÉRAUX SUR 
L’ENVIRONNEMENT 
 
UNEP / CITES 
 
89. Mr. John Sellar 

Senior Officer 
UNEP/CITES 
Maison Internationale de l’Environnement 
15, Ch. des Anémones 
1219 Châtelaine 
Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel: +41-22-9178139 / 40 
Fax: +41-22-7973417 
Email: john.sellar@unep.ch

 
UNEP / CMS 
 
90. Mr. Robert Hepworth 

Executive Secretary 
UNEP/CMS Secretariat 
(and representing Biodiversity Liaison Group) 
Martin Luther King Str.8 
53175 Bonn, Germany 
Tel: +49-228-8152402 / 2410 
Fax: +49-228-8152449 
Email: rhepworth@cms.int; pmoss@cms.int

 
UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE CENTRE 
 
91. Ms. Yvette Kaboza 

Natural Heritage Section 
UNESCO World Heritage Centre 

7 Place de Fontenoy - 75007 Paris 
FRANCE 
Tel: +33-1-45681493 
Fax: +33-1-45685570 
Email: y.kaboza@unesco.org

 
GRASP NGO PARTNERS / 
ONG PARTENAIRES DU GRASP 
 
AFRICAN WILDLIFE FOUNDATION (AWF) 
 
92. Mr. Jef Dupain 

Coordinator 
African Wildlife Foundation 
(AWF/CARPE/CBPF) 
Immeuble Shell (Aforia) 
6e niveau, 2515, Boulevard de 30 juin 
Kinshasa-Gombe, RDC 
Tel: +243-(0) 81 66 02 685 
Email: jefdupainawfdrc@micronet.cd

 
93. Mr. Valentin Omasonbo W’otoko 

African Wildlife Foundation 
2515, Boulevard de 30 juin 
Gombe, Kinshasa, RDC 
Tel: +243 (0) 81 03 95 294 
Email: valomasombo@yahoo.fr  

 
94. Mr. Didier Bokelo Bile 

Landscape Information Systems Officer 
African Wildlife Foundation 
2515, Boulevard du 30 juin 
Immeuble AFORIA (ex-Shell) 
6e niveau BP 2396 
Kinshasa/Gombe, RDC 
Tel: +243 98 20 86 18 
Email: dibock@yahoo.fr
 

95. Mr. Maxime Nzita 
Assistant Coordinnateur 
African Wildlife Foundation 
(AWF/CARPE/CBPF) 
Immeuble Shell (Aforia) 
6e niveau, 2515, Boulevard de 30 juin 
Kinshasa-Gombe, RDC 
Tel: 00243-81 599 3767 

 
BONOBO CONSERVATION INITIATIVE 
 
96. Ms. Sally Jewell Coxe 

President 
Bonobo Conservation Initiative 
2701 Connecticut Ave, NW#702 
Washington, DC 20008 
USA 
in DR Congo: 
Ave. Nguma #80 
Ma Campagne, Kinshasa 
DRC 
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Tel: +1-202-3321014 
Fax: +1-202-2343066 
Email: scoxe@bonobo.org
 

97. Mr. Jean Marie Benishay 
DRC National Coordinator 
2701 Connecticut Ave, NW #702 
Washington, DC 20008 
USA 
in DR Congo: 
Ave. Nguma #80 
Ma Campagne, Kinshasa, 
DRC 
Tel: +243-99154 71 
Fax: +1-202-2343066 
Email: jbenishay@bonbo.org

 
98. Mr. Essylot Lubala 

Conseil Juridique 
BCI-DRC 
2701 Connecticut Ave, NW #702 
Washington, DC 20008  
USA 
in DR Congo: 
Ave. Nguma  #80 
Ma Campagne, Kinshasa, RDC 
Tel: +243-9910795 
Fax: +1-202-2343066 
Email: elubala@bonobo.org

 
BORN FREE FOUNDATION 
 
99. Mr. William Travers 

Chief Executive 
Born Free Foundation 
3 Grove House, Foundry Lane 
Horsham, RH13 5PL 
United Kingdom 
Tel : +44-1-403240170 
Email : will@bornfree.org.uk
 

100. Ms. Naomi Susan Watts 
Consultant 
Born Free Foundation 
Foundry Lane 
Horsham 
West Sussex 
RH13 5PL 
United Kingdom 
Tel : +44-1-403240170 
Fax :+44-1-403327838 
Email : heffs@onetel.com

 
BRISTOL ZOO GARDENS 
 
101. Mr. Neil Maddison 

Bristol Zoo Gardens 
Guthrie Road, Clifton, 
Bristol 
UK BS8 3HA 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44-1-179747300 (Switchboard) 

+44-1-179747310 (direct) 
Fax: +44-1-179082259 
Email: nmaddison@bristolzoo.org.uk

 
CARE FOR THE WILD 
 
102. Mr. Raul Matamoros 

Project Coordinator 
Care for the Wild International (CFTWI) 
The Granary, Tickfold Farm, Kingsfold 
West Sussex RH12 3SE 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44-1-306627900 
Fax: +44-1-06627901 
Email: raul@careforthewild.com

 
CONSERVATION INTERNATIONAL 
 
103. Dr. Jatna Supriatna 

Conservation International Indonesia 
Jl. Pejatena Barat 16 A 
Jakarta 12550 
Indonesia 
Tel: +62-21-78838624 
Fax: +62-21-7806723 
Email: jsupriatna@conservation.org

 
DIAN FOSSEY GORILLA FUND -EUROPE 
 
104. Ms. Jillian Miller 

Director 
The Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund- Europe 
110 Gloucester Avenue 
London  
NW1 8HX 
UK 
Tel. +44-20-79164974 
Fax: +44-20-77220928 
Email: jillian@dianfossey.net

 
105. Mr. Vital Katembo 

Conservation and Science Advisor 
The Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund- Europe 
Projet Gorille et Conservation du Mont 
Tshiaberimu 
Parc National des Virunga 
c/o DFGF Goma Resources Center 
Himbi II No. 38 
RDC 
Tel : +243 98092075 
Email: vitalkatembo@yahoo.com

 
106. M. Jean-Claude Kyungu 

Project Manager 
Projet de Conservation des Gorilles du Mont 
Tshiabirimu 
Parc National des Virunga 
RDC 
Tel: +243 97719589 
Email: jckyungu@yahoo.fr

107. M. Sebu Mugangu 

mailto:scoxe@bonobo.org
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Liaison office DFGF- E 
2e niveau Imm. Pasteur 
Gambe, Kinshasa 
Tel:243 891 0891 
Fax: 243 12 20274 
Email: smugangu@yahoo.fr
Sebu@dianfossey.net

 
DIAN FOSSEY GORILLA FUND -INTERNATIONAL 
 
108. Dr. Patrick Mehlman 

Goma 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel : +250 08303433 
Email : ptmehlman@hotmail.com  

 
FAUNA & FLORA INTERNATIONAL (FFI) 
 
109. Dr. Daniel Pouakouyou 

Programme Manager, Central Africa 
Fauna & Flora International 
Great Eastern House 
Tenison Road 
Cambridge CB1 2TT 
UK 
Tel. +44-1-223579467 (Direct) 
Tel. +44-1-223571000 (Switchboard)  
Fax: +44 -1-22346181 
E-mail: daniel.pouakouyou@fauna-flora.org
Website: http://www.fauna-flora.org
 

GRASP-JAPAN 
 
110. Prof. Toshisada Nishida 

Department of Zoology 
Kyoto University 
Kitashirakawa-Oiwakecho 
Sakyo, Kyoto 
Japan 606 
Tel: +81-75-7534084 
Fax: +81-75-7534098 
Email: nishida@jinrui.zool.kyoto-u.ac.jp  
 

111. Dr. Takeshi Furuichi 
GRASP-Japan 
Wamba Committee for Bonobo Research 
Faculty for International Studies, 
Meiji-Gakuin University 
1518 Kamikurata, Totsuka 
Yokohama, 244-8539 
Japan 
Tel: +81-45-8632120 
Fax: +81-45-8632117 
Fax: furuichi@k.meijigakuin.ac.jp

 
GREAT APE WORLD HERITAGE SPECIES 
PROJECT 
 
112. Dr. Mark Leighton  

Executive Director, GAWHSP 
c/o Carr Foundation 

2 Arrow St., Suite 400, Cambridge, MA 02138  
USA 
Tel.: +617-3014017 
Email: Leighton@fas.harvard.edu
 Markleighton9@yahoo.com

 
113. Prof. Richard Wrangham 

Peabody Museum 
Harvard University 
Cambridge 
MA 02138 
Fax: +1 617 496 8041 
Email: wrangham@harvard.edu

 
HUTAN 
 
114. Dr. Marc Ancrenaz 

Co-Director 
Kinabatangan Orang-Utan Conservation Project 
Austral Park 
Lorong 10 House 35 
88200 Kota Kinabalu 
Sabah 
Malaysia 
Tel: 60 88 250 540 
Fax: 60 88 250 540 
Email: hutan1@tm.net.my

 
INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR ANIMAL WELFARE 
(IFAW) 
 
115. Mr. Hemmo Muntingh 

Senior Policy Advisor 
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) 
13 Rue Boduognat 
B-1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel:  +32-2-2309717 
Fax:  +32-2-3210402 
Mobile: +31629576938 
Email: hmuntingh@ifaw.org

 
INTERNATIONAL GORILLA CONSERVATION 
PROGRAMME (IGCP) 
 
116. Dr. Johannes Refisch 

International Gorilla Conservation Programme 
Britak Centre, Mara Road 
P.O. Box 48177 
00100 Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: +254-20-2710367 
Fax: +254-20-2710372 
Email: JRefisch@awfke.org

 
ORANGUTAN FOUNDATION-UK 
 
117. Ms. Ashley Leiman 

Director, Orangutan Foundation 
7 Kent Terrace, 
London NW1 4RF 
United Kingdom 

mailto:smugangu@yahoo.fr
mailto:Sebu@dianfossey.net
mailto:ptmehlman@hotmail.com
mailto:daniel.pouakouyou@fauna-flora.org
http://www.fauna-flora.org/
mailto:furuichi@k.meijigakuin.ac.jp
mailto:Leighton@fans.harvard.edu
mailto:Markleighton9@yahoo.com
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Tel: +44-20-77242912 
Fax: +44-20-77062613 
Email: ashley@orangutan.org.uk

 
PAN AFRICAN SANCTUARY ALLIANCE 
 
118. Mr. Doug Cress 

Secretariat 
Pan African Sanctuary Alliance 
P.O. Box 351651 
Los Angeles, California 90035 
USA 
Tel:  +255-745067635 
Fax: +255-745067635 
Email: PASAapes@aol.com

 
PANECO FOUNDATION/ SUMATRAN 
ORANGUTAN CONSERVATION PROGRAMME 
 
119. Dr. Ian Singleton 
 Scientific Director  

Sumatran Orangutan Conservation Programme  
PO Box 1472  
Medan 20000  
North Sumatra , Indonesia 
Tel: +62-61-4514360 / 4514365  
Fax: +62-61-4514749  
Mobile: +0815-3054420  
Email: mokko@indo.net.id
website: http://www.sumatranorangutan.org

 
POLE POLE FOUNDATION 
 
120. Mr. John Kahekwa 

Director 
Bukavu 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
Tel: +250 085 97 193 
Email: kahekwajohn@yahoo.fr

 
RURAL ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATION 
 
121. Mr. Damascene Gashumba 

Executive Director 
Rural Environment and Development 
Organization 
P.O. Box 7067 
Kigali, Rwanda 
Tel: +250-516819 
Mobile: +25008408910 
Email: gads49@hotmail.com 
redorwanda@yahoo.com

 
TAYNA CENTER FOR CONSERVATION BIOLOGY 
(TCCB) 
 
122. M. Pierre Kakule Vwirasihikya 

Président du CA 
Tayna Center for Conservation Biology (TCCB) 
Avenue Tulipier 
No. 10/11 
Goma 

République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel : +243-97621861 
Email: Pierre KAKULE  pktayna@yahoo.fr

 
THE LAST GREAT APE ORGANIZATION (LAGA) 
 
123. Mr. Ofir Drori 

Director 
The Last Great Ape Organization (LAGA) 
BP 4916 
Nlongkak 
Yaoundé 
Cameroun 
Tel : +237-9651803 
Email : Lastgreatape@yahoo.com

 
THE JANE GOODALL INSTITUTE 
 
124.  Mr. Keith Brown 

Executive Vice President 
Africa Program 
The Jane Goodall Institute 
8700 Georgia Ave., Suite 500 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
USA 
Tel : +1-240-6454000 
Fax : +1-301-5653188 
Email : kbrown@janegoodall.org

 
125.   Dr. Lilian Pintea 

The Jane Goodall Institute 
4245 N, Fairfax Dr. Arlington 
VA 22203 
USA 
Tel : +703-8415346 
Fax : +703-8124975 
Email : Ipintea@janegoodall.org

 
126.  Ms. Delphine Mulley 

Project Coordinator 
The Jane Goodall Institute/DRC 
9 avenue Tulipié 
Quartier des Volcans, Goma 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel :+250-08577439 / +243-97783928 
Email: dmulley@janegoodall.org

 
WILD CHIMPANZEE FOUNDATION 
 
127. Prof. Christophe Boesch 

Président 
Wild Chimpanzee Foundation 
69, Chemin de Planta,  
1227 Cologny/Genève 
Suisse 
or 
Représentation Européenne 
c/o Max Planck Institute of  
Evolutionary Anthropology 
6 Deutscher Platz, 0403 Leipzig 
Germany 
Tel : +49 341 35 50 250 

mailto:Ashley@orangutan.org.uk
mailto:PASAapes@aol.com
mailto:mokko@indo.net.id
http://www.sumatranorangutan.org/
mailto:kahekwajohn@yahoo.fr
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Fax : +49 341 35 50 199 
Email : wcf@wildchimps.org
 

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY (WCS) 
 
128. Mr. Matthew Hatchwell 

European Coordinator 
Wildlife Conservation Society 
c/o Zoological Society of London 
Regents Park 
London NW1 4RW 
UK 
Tel: +44-7976-605770 
Fax: +44-179-5830051 
Email: mhatchwell@wcs.org

 
129. Dr. Emma Stokes 

Research and Monitoring Coordinator 
Wildlife Conservation Society, Congo 
BP 145437 
Brazzaville 
Republic of Congo 
Tel : + 871-762134143 
Fax : +871-762134145 
Email : estokes@wcs.org

 
WORLD SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF 
ANIMALS (WSPA) 
 
130. Mr. Garry Richardson 

Regional Director – Africa 
World Society for the Protection of Animals 
(WSPA) 
P.O. Box 34070 
Nyali, Mombasa 
Kenya 
Tel : +254+ 41-470174 / 5 / 6 
Mobile : +254-72210468 
Fax : +254-41-470174 / 5 / 6 
Email : GarryRichardson@wspaafrica.com

 
WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE (WWF) 
 
131. Dr  Peter J. Stephenson 

Programme Officer - Species 
Africa & Madagascar Programme 
WWF International 
Avenue du Mont Blanc 
CH-1196 Gland 
Switzerland 
Tel (direct): +41-22-3649327 
Tel (switchboard): +41-22-364 9111 
Fax: +41-22-3644238 
E-mail: PJStephenson@wwfint.org

 
132. Mr. Raymond Lumbuenamo 

Country Director 
WWF-DRC 
6, Ave. Lodjia Q/SOCIMAT Kinshasa Gombe 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Tel : +243- 98913600 
Fax : +243-81-2616169 

Email : Rlumbuenamo@wwfcarpo.org
 
133. Mr. Drasospolino 

Project Leader 
WWF Indonesia – Sebangau Project Central 
Kalimantan 
Jalan Pangrango No. 59, Palangka Raya 73112 
Central Kalimantan 
Indonesia 
Tel: +62-536-3236997 
Fax: +62-536-3239404 
Email:   drasospolino@wwf.or.id
sospolino@wwf.or.id
WWF Indonesia 
Kantor Taman A9, Unit a-1 
Jl. Mega Kuningan Lot 8-9/A9 
Kawasan Mega Kuningan 
Jakarta 12950 
Indonesia 
Tel: +62-21-5761070  
Fax: +62-21-5761080 

 
134. Dr. Andre Kamdem Toham 

Regional Director 
WWF-US 
WWF-DRC 
6 Avenue Lodja, Kinshasa 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Tel : +243 (0)81 5097661 
Email : atoham@wwfcarpo.org
 

135. Mr. Adele Mputu 
World Wide Fund for Nature-DRC 
6, Ave. Lodjia Q/SOCIMAT Kinshasa Gombe 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Tel : +243-98290421 

 
136. Ms. Carine Kanyeba 

World Wide Fund for Nature-DRC 
6, Ave. Lodjia Q/SOCIMAT Kinshasa Gombe 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Tel : +243-98290421 / 98917773 
Email : ckanyeba@wwfcarpo.org
 

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON 
 
137. Mme Josiane Falla 

Zoological Society of London 
10 rue des Tulipiers 
Goma 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel : +243-97702894 
Email : Jofalla@yahoo.com
 

SUPPORTING PARTNERS / 
PARTENAIRES DE SOUTIEN 
 
VOLCANOES SAFARIS 
 
138. Mr. Praveen Moman 

CEO, Volcanoes Safaris 

mailto:wcf@wildchimps.org
mailto:mhatchwell@wcs.org
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P.O. Box 16345 
London SWIX OZD 
United Kingdom 
Tel : +44-870-8708480 
Fax : +44-870-8708481 
Email : praveen@volcanoessafaris.com
 

139. Mr. Etienne Ngoboka-Serago 
Project Coordinator 
Volcanoes Safaris BLCF Project 
Rwanda-Kiagli 
Hotel Des Mille Collines/Kigali Rwanda 
P.O. Box 1322 
Kigali 
Rwanda 
Tel : +250-502452 / 08516484 
Email : ngobokas@yahoo.fr 
salesrw@volcanoessafaris.com

 
INTERNATIONAL RANGER FEDERATION 
 
140. Mr. David Zeller 

President 
International Ranger Federation 
P.O. Box 510 
Knysna 
6570 
South Africa. 
Tel: +27-83-4564102 
Fax: + 27-88-021-8555809 
Email: irfpresident@soft.co.za
 

OTHER NGO / AUTRES ONG 

 
ALLIANCE NATIONALE POUR LA  
NATURE (ANN) 
 
141. M. Isaac Moussa 

Président 
Alliance Nationale Pour la Nature (ANN) 
50 Bis, rue Dongou Ouenze 
Brazzaville BP 5697 
République du Congo 
Tel : +242-5565443 / 6565443 
Fax : +242-811828 
Email : annature92@yahoo.fr
 

ANIMAL DEFENDERS INTERNATIONAL 
 
142. Ms. Jan Creamer 

Chief Executive 
Animal Defenders International 
261 Goldhawk Road 
London 
W12 9PE 
United Kingdom 
Tel : +44-20-88469777 
Fax : +44-20-88469712 
Email : jancreamer@ad-international.org

 
143. Mr. Tim Phillips 

Campaigns Director 

261 Goldhawk Road 
London, W12 9PE 
United Kingdom 
Tel : +44-20-88469777 
Fax : +44-20-88469712 
Email : timphillips@ad-international.org
 

BORNEO ORANGUTAN SURVIVAL FOUNDATION 
 
144. Dr. Aldrianto Priadjati 

The Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation 
(BOS) 
Jalan Pepaya Raya No. 40, Rt 003/RW 05 
Jagakarsa 
Jakarta 12620 
Indonesia 
Tel : +62-21-70721926 / 7874 479 
Fax : +62-21-7270468 
Email : Aldrianto2005@yahoo.com

 
145. Mr. Edwin Wiek 

Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation 
Thailand Republic 
108 Moo 6, Tambon Thamairuak 
Amphoe Thayang 
76130 Petchaburi 
Thailand 
Tel: +663-2-458135 / 669-0600906 
Email: Edwin.wiek@wfft.org
 

CENTRE DE RECHERCHE EN SCIENCES 
NATURELLES DE LWIRO-LABORATOIRE DE 
PRIMATOLOGIE (CRSNL) 
 
146. Dr. Augustin Kanyunyi Basabose 

Laboratoire de Primatologie 
CRSNL 
Lwiro, DS Bukavu 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel : +243-9774 0505  
Email : augubasabose@yahoo.com

 
FONDATION VIE RURALE 
 
147. Conseiller Bondonga Patience Boluku 

Fondation Vie Rurale 
4765, Avenue Colonel Ebeya 
Commune de la Gombe 
Kinshasa 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel : +243-97525791 
Email : fondationvierurale@yahoo.fr

 
148. M. Diakanua Samuel Baku 

Tresorier 
Fondation Vie Rurale 
4765, Avenue Colonel Ebeya 
Commune de la Gombe, Kinshasa 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel : +243-81-5033223 
Email : fondationvierurale@yahoo.fr
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mailto:jancreamer@ad-international.org
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149. Mme Balu Futi Maria Amelia Malira 
Présidente 
Fondation Vie Rurale 
4765, Avenue Colonel Ebeya 
Commune de la Gombe, Kinshasa 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel : +243-81-0353911 
 

GROUPE NKEMA 
 
150. Ambassadeur Nkema Roger Liloo 

Directeur du Groupe Nkema 
11, Avenue Mama Sesse, Binza IPN 
Kinshasa 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel : +243-81-8804132 
Email : Groupenkema2005@yahoo.fr
 

HELP CONGO 
 
151. Mme Aliette J. Jamart 

Présidente 
ONG (Help Congo) 
Pointe-Noire 
Brazzaville 
République du Congo 
Email : twendimur@yahoo.fr

 
JOHN ASPINALL FOUNDATION 
 
152. Ms. Christelle Chamberlan 

Director 
Project Protection des Gorilles 
John Aspinall Foundation (Congo) 
BP 13977 
Brazzaville 
République du  Congo 
Tel: +242-6681262 
Email: ppg@uuplus.com, jafcongo@gmail.com

 
153. Mr. Tony King 

Scientific Consultant 
Project Protection des Gorilles 
John Aspinall Foundation (Congo) 
BP 13977 
Brazzaville 
Republic of Congo 
Tel: +242-6681262 
Email: ppg@uuplus.com, jafcongo@gmail.com
 

LUKURU WILDLIFE RESEARCH PROJECT 
 
154. Dr. Jo Thompson 

Directrice 
Lukuru Wildlife Research Project 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Email : Jat434@aol.com

 
ORGANISATION CONCERTÉE DES 
ECOLOGISTES ET AMIS DE LA NATURE 
(OCEAN) 
 

 
155. Ms. Rachel Zozo 

Coordinatrice 
OCEAN/Antenne de Bukavu 
18, Av. Kibombo 
Hotel de Poste Bukavu 
Bukavu, RDC 
Tel: +243-98854010 / 0810795943 
Email: rashzo@yahoo.co.uk

       oceanrdcbk@yahoo.fr
 
156. M. René Ngongo 

Environmental Group 
OCEAN  
Email: renengongo@hotmail.com

 
157. M. Cyrille Adebu 

Chargé de Programme 
OCEAN 
Blvd Mobutu, No. 311, Immeuble FDB 
Appart 7, Com. 
Makiso Kisangani/Province Orientale 
République Démocratique du Congo (RDC) 
Tel : +243-98539142 
Email : adebucylle@yahoo.fr

 
THE FEDERATION OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
ECOLOGICAL DIVERSITY FOR AGRICULTURAL 
REVAMPMENT AND HUMAN RIGHTS (FEEDAR 
and HR) 
 
158. Mr. Tcharbuahbokengo Nfinn 

Director General 
FEEDAR and HR 
Bafaw Street, Eseme Car Wash 
P.O. Box 321 Kumba Car Wash, SWP 
Cameroun 
Tel : 237  6016009 
Fax : 237 3354116 
Email : Feedar97@yahoo.com

 
THE WORLD CONSERVATION UNION (IUCN) - 
CENTRAL AFRICA OFFICE 
 
159. M. Bihini Won wa Musiti 

Coordonnateur de Programme Regional 
IUCN 
B.P. 5506 
Yaoundé, Longkak 
Cameroun 
Tel : 237 221 6496 
Fax : 237 221 6497 
Email: bihini.won.musiti@iucn.org
 

160. Mr. Martijn Ter Heegde 
Social Policy Program 
Socio-Economic officer 
BP 5506 
Yaounde, Cameroun 
Tel : 237 221 6496 / 237 976 4599 
Fax : 237 221 6497 
Email : Martijn.terheegde@iucn.org
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mailto:adebucylle@yahoo.fr
mailto:Feedar97@yahoo.com
http://www.iucn.org/
mailto:bihini.won.musiti@iucn.org
mailto:Martijn.terheegde@iucn.org


Report of GRASP IGM and First Council Meeting 
 

 98

 
 
161. Mr. Cleto Ndikumagenge 

BP 5506 
Yaounde, Cameroun 
Tel : 237 221 6496 
Fax : 237 221 6497 
Email : cleto.ndikumagence@iucn.org
 

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF MILWAUKEE 
 
162. Mr. Patrick Guislain 

Consultant 
Zoological Society of Milwaukee 
1421 North Water Street 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 
USA 
Tel : +1-414-2760339 
Fax : +1-414-2760886 
Email : gayr@zoosociety.org

 
163. Dr. Gay Reinartz 

Conservation Coordinator 
Zoological Society of  Milwaukee 
1421 North Water Street 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 
USA 
Tel : +1-414-2760339 
Fax : +1-414-2760886 
Email : gayr@zoosociety.org

 
164. Mr. Ntuntani Etienne 

Office Manager, Zoological Society of Milwaukee 
Kinshasa Office 
Avenue Lilas, No. 4 
Gombe, Kinshasa 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
Tel : +243-9997705 
Email : ZSM@kinpost.com
ntuntani2@hotmail.com
 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS & INDIVIDUALS / 
AUTRES ORGANISATIONS ET INDIVIDUS 

 
ACTION COMMUNAUTAIRE POUR LA 
PROTECTION DES PRIMATES DU KASAI 
(ACOPRIK) 
 
165. M. André Tosumba 

Coodonnateur 
Lodja, Avenue de la Révolution N°2 
Sankuru, Kasaï Oriental 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel: +243-0816251638 
Fax: +1-202-2343066 
Email: acoprik_bonobo@yahoo.fr
 

166. M. Matthieu Mulumba Bialwanga 
Directeur Administratif et Financier 
Lodja, Avenue de la Révolution N°2 
Sankuru, Kasaï Oriental 
République Démocratique du Congo 
Tel: +243-0816072664 

Fax: +1-202-2343066 
Email: acoprik_bonobo@yahoo.fr
 

ALTERNATIVES DURABLES POUR LE 
DÉVELOPPEMENT (ADD) 
 
167. M. Stanislas Bineli 

Secrétaire Général 
Alternatives Durables pour le Développement  
Cameroun 
Tel : +237-7531011 
Email : altdur@yahoo.fr
 

CENTRE DE RECHERCHE EN ECOLOGIE ET 
FORESTRIE (CREF) 
 
168. Mr. Mwanza Ndunda 

General Director  
Centre de Recherche en Ecologie et Forestrie 
(CREF) 
CREF-Mabali 
Regional Office: 
10 Ave. Bosomi 
Mbandaka, RDC 
Tel: +243-9983395 
Fax: +1-202-2343066 
Email: paka@bonobo.org

 
169. Mr. Mbangi Mulavwa 

Chief Scientist for CREF 
CREF-Mabali 
Regional Office: 
10 Ave. Bosomi 
Mbandaka, RDC 
Tel: +243-9983395 
Fax: +1-202-2343066 
Email: mbanginorbert@yahoo.fr
or c/o paka@bonobo.org

 
IUCN/PSG SECTION ON GREAT APES 
 
170.  Dr. Liz Williamson 

Coordinator SGA 
Department of Psychology 
University of Stirling 
Stirling FK9 4LA 
Scotland, United Kingdom 
Tel : +44-1-414199459 
Email : e.a.williamson@stir.ac.uk
 

LOLA YA BONOBO 
 
171. Ms. Claudine André 

Director 
10 avenue de l’Eglise 
Ma Campagne, Ngaliema 
Kinshasa 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
Tel: 243 99 07 737 / 243 081 333 02 34 
Email: lolayabonobo@ic.cd

 
172. Mr. Brian Hare 

(and Max Planck Institute) 
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