Introduction to the document 

“Reducing Mercury Use in Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining: A Practical Guide”

This is a draft version for consultation. It is open for public comment by 2 December 2011.
Please direct feedback to Ms. Brenda Koekkoek (e-mail: Brenda.koekkoekAntoine.bonnet@unep.org@unep.org, tel.: +41 22 917 8867) with a cc to Mr. Antoine Bonnet (e-mail: ). 

As a draft document, figures and imagery can not yet be used without permission. The final version will be “open-source”.

We are soliciting a review of the document from a broad range of stakeholders and we welcome feedback and suggestions for improvements. We particularly welcome photographs or diagrams that may be superior to those currently in the document. But any comments, corrections or suggestions for improvement on this version are most welcome.

This document has been produced to educate policy makers, miners, and civil society about available technologies and approaches for reducing, and ultimately eliminating, mercury use in artisanal and small-scale gold mining (ASGM). It is rich in graphics with the aim of being a simple educational and planning tool for improving practices in ASGM and to provide some explanation of the technical fundamentals that underpin and encourage formalization. It is also hoped that the public will find parts of this booklet an accessible and informative resource with which to learn more about the often misunderstood ASGM sector.

This is a draft version for consultation. Comments will be considered and taken into account to produce a final version for distribution. As well the final version of the document is intended to be placed on-line as a page turnable e-book with static content and also in a Wiki format for continued evolution. The Wiki format will be open and available to accept changes over time so that the document can evolve and continue to play its intended role in the years to come.  

The intention also is to have a mechanism to produce regularly updated hard copies that can be distributed to ASGM field sites. Updates will be based on the improvements that come from contributing authors to the Wiki. 

Disclaimer

The designation employed and the presentation of material in this report do not imply any expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the United Nations or UNEP concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city, or area, or any of its authorities, or concerning any delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Any views expressed in the document do not necessarily reflect the views of UNEP.

The mention of specific institutions or organizations does not imply that they are endorsed or recommended by UNEP, nor preferred compared to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. The use of information from this publication concerning proprietary products for publicity or advertising is not permitted.

