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CONVENTION ON WETLANDS

(Ramsar, Iran, 1971)




Whaitt are Wetladness?

Swamps* Coral reefs * Marshes * Mangroves * Rivers *
* Reservoirs
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Lakes * Estuaries

* Salt Pans * Ponds * Saltmarshes




Wetland biodiversity
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A Ecosystem diversity such as marshes * lakes * rivers
* estuaries * mangroves

A Species diversity such as marsh deer * common
kingfisher * tiger prawn *green frog * pond lily * damsel(ly

A Genetic diversity the total number of genetic
characteristics in the genetic makeup of a species




The Ramsac &onrveltonnoNetlands

.. .In brief

AL O Qaerdowtrnmental treaty, signed in 971
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wetlands

A It has159 Contracting Partiefmember countries)
A All Parties are committed tthe wise useof their wetlands

WWW.ramsar.org




About Ramsasdes. ... .

A There are ovef,880 Ramsar Siteseach
Party must designate at least one Ramsar Sit

A Sites are designated accordingdariteriac
all based oBIODIVERSI8pecies and
ecosystems)

A Ramsar Siteform the biggest global
network of protected areador biodiversity
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You
Your family

Your town

B Re Your country
e Your world?
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Wetléads andm'afblpdl %{fyyd Provisioning services
L JN 2 “@')\‘ IQS\ Za-‘ o G W A fresh water fish, praane,
T\ AR SBF 52 et SN seaweeds, fruit, grain, wild game,
NG R O : timber for fuel and building
NG = materials, medicines:

Regulating services

A climate regulation, flood control,
storm protection, water
purification, waste treatment;

Cultural services
A beautiful places for recreation and

education, and places of religious
significance;

Supporting services
A nutrient cycling, sediment
retention and provision of habitats
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HOW MUCH ARE OUR WETLAND
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES WORTH?

According to some economists, Ecosystems Services to
humans are worth some $33 trillion per year

And the value of WETLAND ecosystem services? $15 trillion
I 45% of the total.
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Losing value?

’. “In Florida the total economic V'Tue of wildlife watching was estimated
at US$ 1.6 billion in 2001.
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The economic value 6f 200 hectares of mangrove/lagoon ecoéyste-m

'm Sri Lanka was assessed as US$217,600 per year; erosion control
and buffering against storm dam;gge accounted'ﬁer US$60,000.
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WETLAND
BIODIVERSITY
UNDER THREAT

Data from:

IUCN Red List
BirdLife International
Wetlands International




