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GLOBAL JUDGES SYMPOSIUM ON 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE ROLE OF LAW

Johannesburg, South Africa

18-20 August 2002

Dates:

18-20 August 2002. 

Venue-

Johannesburg, South Africa 

Host-

Hon. Justice A. Chaskalson , Chief Justice of South Africa,.


Participants-
Chief Justices and other senior Judges from about 50 countries around the   

World (from developing and developed countries, including those of the G8 Countries),  representative of the different geographical regions and legal systems. 

(The optimum number of participants at the Symposium is dictated by logistical as well as financial considerations. UNEP and its co-sponsors will meet the cost of participation of participants from developing countries and countries with economies in transition. Funds are currently available to meet the cost of about 35 participants from these countries.

Purpose:       The Global Judges Symposium is being convened with a view to:

·  Providing a global perspective to the importance of the role that the judiciary plays in promoting sustainable development through the Rule of Law at national level;

· Enhancing the profile and the level of understanding of the different approaches that are taken by the judiciary at national level  to implement the vital  elements of governance delineated in Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development of 1992 (on access to information, public participation and access to justice); 

· Laying a foundation for a well structured, co-ordinated and sustained programme of support for capacity strengthening of national judiciaries around the world, especially in the developing countries and countries with economies in transition, in the area of improving governance and the rule of law and the implementation of environmental law at the national level;  

· Presenting the recommendations of the Global Judges Symposium on strengthening the capacity of the national  Judiciaries for promoting the rule of law in the area of sustainable development, to the United Nations World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

Convening the Symposium in Johannesburg, immediately before the World Summit on Sustainable Development is likely to draw maximum international attention to this important initiative and enhance prospects for enlisting the interest and support of the donor community for implementing the outcome of the Symposium, especially in regard to capacity building. 

Overall Objective: The overall objective of the Global Symposium is to foster a better-informed and more active judiciary advancing the rule of law in the area of sustainable development. This will be achieved in two ways:  through information sharing and awareness enrichment at the Symposium especially among judges from different regions of the world and also through the triggering of follow up activities under a plan of action flowing from the Symposium.

Specific objectives:


· To examine judicial decisions and legislative initiatives in contemporary national jurisprudence that further advance the principles contained in the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development of 1992, such as access to justice, the right to information and public participation in relevant decision making.

· To build judicial networks for mutual support between judges, on matters such as judicial philosophy and ethics in adjudicating environmental and sustainable development issues, thus promoting national enforcement of the law.

· To secure endorsement at a global level by the judiciary of the critical role that it plays in balancing environmental and developmental considerations, pursuant to national laws,  through its judgments.

· To ensure global recognition of the importance of the role of the judiciary in application of laws effecting sustainable development.

· To galvanize international cooperation and donor support for strengthening the capacity of judiciaries in the field of sustainable development.

· To identify the broad features and elements of a global programme for judicial capacity strengthening that is region-specific and country driven.

Expected Outputs: The following are some of the principal outputs that could be expected from the Symposium.


· Recommendations on concerted international action needed in the First-Decade of the 21st Century, for further strengthening the  implementation of Environmental Law  in the context of Sustainable Development, including the strengthening access to relevant information and material  among  judiciaries at all levels, especially in developing countries and countries with economies in transition.

· The broad outline of a programme to implement those recommendations, including a the  training of stakeholders engaged in the enforcement of environmental law such as, judges, prosecutors, NGOs espousing environmental causes in the courts of law and enforcement officers and other stakeholders,  as well as  and global and regional  networks linking such entities.

· The launching of the UNEP Publication, A Compendium of Summaries of Judgments from around the World in Environment-related Cases, (Summaries of over 200 cases from around the world). 

· Publications of papers, proceedings and related materials resulting from the Symposia.

Themes of the Symposium

The Agenda of the symposium will be structured around the following themes:


i)
Sustainable Development and the Role of Law .

ii) National Environmental Governance and the Role of Law- 

iii) Environmental Justice, Human Rights and the Rule of Law.

iv) The Role of the United Nations and Others in Promoting the  Progressive Development of  Environmental Law in the context of Sustainable Development 

v) Strengthening the Global Judiciary to meet the challenges of the 21st Century in the area of Environmental Law in the context of  Sustainable Development 

Methodology

Having regard to the level of participation, a Round-table dialogue structured along the lines of an Issues Paper prepared in advance, is considered to be the most appropriate, preceded by a short Presentation by a Special Guest Speaker and brief interventions by a Panel comprising 4-5 Participants. 
UNEP’s co-sponsors and other Partners (Current list): INECE ( International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement), World Bank Institute, United Nations University, ENVIROLAW,  IUCN, European Economic Commission,  US-EPA, Ford Foundation, Hanns Seidel Foundation
Background:

The Judiciary is a crucial partner in bringing about a judicious balance between environmental, social  and developmental considerations and thereby promoting sustainable development. Courts of Law of many countries have demonstrated sensitivity to promoting the rule of law in the field of sustainable development through their judgments and pronouncements. Recognising this fact, the UNEP’s 

Governing Council in its decision  21/23 on the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law for the First Decade of the Twenty-First Century (Montevideo Programme III)

called on UNEP to continue to give priority to securing active judicial involvement in promoting the rule of law in the area of environmental law and sustainable development.
The many advantages of getting the judiciary behind international and national efforts to promote the goals of sustainable development are self-evident and include,

· Promoting compliance and enforcement of environmental regulations, 

· Balancing environmental, social  and developmental considerations in judicial decision making, 

· Networking among judiciaries for exchange of judgements, information on environmental law and policy, and international developments in the field,  

· Promoting through judicial pronouncements, the development of regional environmental accords and implementation of global and regional environmental conventions,  

· Through judicial pronouncements, promoting national policies and strategies for environmental management in the context of the respective socio-economic and cultural realities,
· Strengthening the hand of the executive in fearlessly enforcing environmental regulations, against improper influences which stifle executive action.
The proposed Global Symposium seeks to build upon six Regional Judges Symposia that UNEP in collaboration with several partner agencies  has so far convened in Africa, (1995), South Asia (1997), South East Asia (1999), Latin America (2000), Caribbean (2001) and the Pacific (2002). Chief Justices and senior Judges from some fifty countries participated in these Regional Symposia. The Former Vice-President of the International Court of Justice, the Honourable  Judge Christopher G. Weeramantry, the Former Chief Justice of India, Hon. Justice P. N. Bhagwathi and the Chief Justice of the Philippines, Hon. Justice Hilario G. Davide have been a source of great encouragement and support to UNEP in regard these initiatives. The organisations that collaborated with UNEP in convening these Regional Symposia  include UNDP, UNU, the Commonwealth Secretariat, the Hanns Seidel Foundation, the Government of the Netherlands,  SPREP, the World Bank Institute, US-EPA, SACEP, and NORAD, the Chief Justices Chambers in Philippines and the Premier’s Department in Queensland, Australia

PAGE  
3

