JUDGES AD HOC PLANNING MEETING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PLAN OF WORK AS A FOLLOW-UP TO THE GLOBAL JUDGES SYMPOSIUM RELATING TO CAPACITY BUILDING OF JUDGES, PROSECUTORS, AND OTHER LEGAL STAKEHOLDERS

OUTCOME OF THE JUDGES AD HOC MEETING

( Adopted by acclamation  on 31 January 2003)

The Honourable Chief Justices and other senior judges who participated in the Planning Meeting held at UNEP Headquarters in Nairobi from 30-31 January 2003:

1. Expressed their deep appreciation to the Executive Director of UNEP Dr. Klaus Toepfer for convening the Judges Planning Meeting to follow-up on the outcome of the Global Judges Symposium and several regional judges symposia on environmental law and sustainable development, which called on UNEP   to develop and implement  programmes of capacity building for judges and other legal stakeholders such as prosecutors, enforcement officers, lawyers, public interest litigation groups and other relevant groups engaged in the process of the development, implementation and enforcement of environmental law in the context of sustainable development. They were of the view that such  capacity building programmes would significantly contribute to the more effective, implementation and enforcement and awareness of environmental law.


2. Recognised that UNEP will develop and implement these programmes of work within the framework of its Programme for the Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law for the First Decade of the Twenty-first Century (Montevideo Programme III).

3. Expressed their full support and co-operation to UNEP for the development and implementation of  capacity building programmes directed at the above mentioned target groups, and undertook to contribute towards the programmes for the capacity building of the judiciary

4. Urged UNEP to undertake an assessment of capacity building needs of developing countries and countries with economies in transition  to design and implement programmes responding to their specific needs at national level utilising existing national, and other  organisations and institutions for this purpose,  and to reinforce where possible,  existing training programmes 

5. Encouraged all countries to support these programmes with available resources and to share their experiences in every possible way.

6. Recognised the important role that international organisations, academic community, regional and sub-regional organisations could play in contributing towards the development and implementation of  cohesive, concerted and sustained programmes of capacity building in environmental law in developing countries and countries with economies in transition and called on UNEP and these organisations to co-operate in the design and implementation of the programmes and activities.

7. Encouraged developed countries, international financial institutions, donor agencies, foundations and other organisations with the capacity to do so, to support these programmes with necessary financial and material resources.

8. Called on UNEP and IUCN to further develop  the judicial portal for the purpose of collecting and making available widely environment-related judgements, and providing an opportunity for interaction and sharing of experiences among judges worldwide. 

9. Established an Ad Hoc Advisory Group of Judges representative of the different regions and legal systems to advise UNEP in the development and implementation of this programme of work especially in regard to the training and capacity of judicial officers.  The Ad Hoc Advisory Group of Judges comprises the following:

Chair:

· Hon. Justice A. Chaskalson, Chief Justice of South Africa

Members: 

· Hon. Justice Barnabas A. Samattta, Chief Justice of  Tanzania

· Hon. Justice Hilario G. Davide Jr., Chief Justice of the Phillipines

· Hon. Justice Guy Canivet, President of the Court de Cassation of  France

· Hon. Justice Vyacheslav M. Lebedev, Chief Justice of the Russian Federation

· Hon. Justice Falefatu M. Sapolu, Chief Justice of Samoa


· Hon. Justice Adel Omar Sherif, Deputy Chief Justice of Egypt

· Hon. Justice Clifford Wallace, Chief Judge Emeritius, United States Court of Appeal

· Hon. Justice Vladimir Passos de Freitas, Federal Judge at the Court of Appeal of Brazil

· Hon. Justice Paul L. Stein Am, Judge, New South Wales Court of Appeal and Judge of the New South Wales Supreme Court.

