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...UNEP staff members from the Clean Fuels and Vehicles team led by unit head Rob de Jong celebrate the 

The Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles was established at the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development in September 2002 to reduce vehicular air pollution 

in developing countries through the promotion of clean fuels and vehicles. One of 
the priority areas is the global phase-out of lead in petrol.
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In 2002, only one country of the forty-nine countries in sub-Saharan Africa (Sudan) was fully 
unleaded. With South Africa going unleaded on 1 January 2006, all of sub-Saharan Africa has 
now switched.  The Partnership has launched a global leaded gasoline phase-out for the rest 

of the developing world and economies in transition with the goal of eliminating leaded petrol 
world-wide by 2008. Currently well over 30 countries globally are still using leaded petrol.
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...checking vehicle emissions. researchers from the University of California describe Nairobi as having the 

dirtiest cars on the planet...

u n i v e r s a l  t i m e

©
 U

NE
P



HOURS WITH THE UN ITED NAT IONS ENV IRONMENT PROGRAMME

Partnership for Clean Fuels

www.unep.org

award

winning

The Partnership is now focusing its attention on the very high levels of sulphur found in fuels in 
developing countries and economies in transition. Unlike lead, which was once required as 

an additive in engine fuels as an ‘anti knocking’ agent, sulphur occurs naturally in petroleum. 
In Europe sulphur levels in diesel vehicle fuels are typically 10 to 50 parts per million. In many 

developing countries this can be at levels up to a 1,000 times higher.

...Sulphur causes emissions of fine particles of soot, thought to lead to cardiac and respiratory 

problems. Sulphuric acid can also damage plants and create acid rain...
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