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Agenda 21 designated UNEP as the principal United Nations body in the field of the
environment. This includes the development of international environmental law, in particular
as concerns multilateral environmental agreements, and the provision of technical, legal
and institutional advice to governments. UNEP cooperates closely with UNDP in its capacity-
building activities in the field of environmental law.
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Helping countries to develop and implement environmental law is central to the Bali Strategic
Plan. In Africa, the Partnership for the Development of Environmental Law and Institutions in
Africa (PADELIA) promotes sound and sustainable environmental management practices
through the development and implementation of environmental laws. UNEP supports
partnerships with environmental protection agencies and national judicial training institutes
and has been instrumental in the establishment of Regional Judges’ Forums.
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UNEP supports South-South cooperation in environmental law to assist developing countries and
countries with economies in transition in strengthening environmental law and institutions and build
capacity. The Bandung roadmap for advancement of environmental law in support of the New Asian-
African Strategic Partnership outlines key challenges. South-South cooperation is a key aspect of the
Bali Strategic Plan on capacity-building and technology support.
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