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..Members of the Emirates Diving Association proudly display the UNEP flag during a dive to clean
up marine litter..

Marine litte—mainly non-degradable plastics—is a growing environmental issue.
It travels long distances with ocean currents and winds, and is found everywhere:
from the poles to the equator, from continental coastlines to small remote islands.
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..Globally, more than one million birds and 100,000 marine mammals and sea turtles die each
year from entanglement in abandoned fishing nets, or ingestion of plastic debris..

Marine litter kills and injures marine mammails, turtles, fish, birds and invertebrates. It also
transports invasive species between seas, smothers the seabed and accumulates in the water
column. Billions of dollars are spent annually to clean up marine and coastal litter. Despite
international, regional and national efforts, the marine litter problem continues to worsen.
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..UNEP marine expert Ellik Adler points out that, in some areas, for each kilogram of plankton in the
ocean, there are six kilograms of plastic..

The UN General Assembly recognized the problem of marine litter in 2005. It urged governments to
integrate marine debris into their national waste management strategies to develop appropriate
economic incentives and to implement joint prevention and recovery programmes. UNEP’s Regional
Seas Programme and the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment
from Land-based Activities (GPA) contribute by assisting Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans.
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