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UNEP provides support to national governments, especially in the developing world, to participate
in international negotiations, to fulfil their obligations under international agreements, and to
develop institutions and formulate and enact legislation to protect the environment.

UNEP works to develop policy guidelines for addressing major environmental issues, such as the
increasing scarcity of fresh water, the degradation of the marine environment and
the pollution of the atmosphere.

UNEP has also initiated a ministerial-level intergovernmental process to strengthen environmental
governance and reinvigorate global commitment to sustainable development.
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