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ENNTRODUCTION

The Compendium of Environmental .aw of African Countries is prepared by ELI/PAC under the auspices of
UNEP/UNDP Joint Project on Environmental Law and Institutions in Adfrica which is funded by the Dutch Gov-
ment. The objective of the Joint Project is to mobilize the expertise and guidance of six different agencies in
rking with sclected African countrics towards the enhancement of their legal and institutional capabililies in the
Id of environmental law. The agencies involved in this exercise are UNEP, UNIDP, FAQO, The World Bank, the
ON and the WHO, all of which constitute the Project’s Steering Committece.

Eight African countries were selected for the first phase of the project. Activities which are national in charac-
have commenced in Burkina Faso, Malawi. Mozambique and Sao Tome and Principe.
nmenced in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda, except that here the focus is on sues of sub-regional character and the
arcentration is on harmonization of laws and standards to deal with the priority subjects, identified by the respective
ntries together. Except for consultations with UNDEP, Pretoria mainly no activities have commenced in South
rica where the national concern hitherto has been the evolution of the new constitution and the development of a
ional environmental policy, both essential for subsequent work on the structure of the national and provincial
vironmental Jaws

The project’s work has also

The necessity for the compendium has be

=11 increasingly evident during the foregoing activitic
ren the rmmode

s operandi in the project. The approach sceks 1o operationalize the concept of capacity building by
rolving the nationals of the project countries in the assessment of their environmental problems, review of the
sting environmental laws and drafting of new and streamlined statutes consistent with the modern philosophy and
forcement of environmental iaw.

s, particularly

In this process, there have been frequent enquiries for the supply of environmental laws of other countries to
svide analogies and inspiration for the national teams. It is often the cas

e that laws from the developed countries of
rope and North America are readily available while one will only occasionally find such texts from other African
untries. To date, there have been scveral efforts to collect laws related to environment and natural resoarces in
rica. An outstanding collection is at the TUCKN Environmental Law Centre in Bonn. But there has been no collec-
n which is published and readily avaitable to prospective users in the region.

Over the yeart

s UNEP ELIPAC has collected sceveral texts of national environmental laws from all over the
srid. African texis from that collection formed the core for the compendium. In addition, all African countries were
juested to supply up to date texts on sclected themes in environmental law and their response has been highly
pressive and very encouraging. In fact, enquirices arce {requently being received from those who would like to
ceive the compendium. So the production of the 1996 Edition will proceed in order to 111l that gap. Fresh requests
il be sent out for more and updated texts in readiness for an updated 1997 Edition, planned to be released carly in
o8,

In our opinion, consumers of the compendium may be in the following five categories: First, the project
untries which prompted the initiative to publish the compendium will utilize the handy texts in the on-going work.
condly, other African countries will find use for the coliection for similar endeavours. EILIPAC is working with a
mber of countrics, beside the Joint Project, in the development of environmental laws, and additional requestis are
the pipeline. Thirdly, the texts will be used in the same countries for teaching and research in environmental taw,
aich is an excreise in capacity building. It is a fact that those engaged in research and teaching in Africa invariably
Iy on legistative testis published from North America and BEurope and not {tom Africa which would focus analysis
v unigue features of environmental laws in the continent. Fourthly, researchers and commentators from different
risdictions will find an easy access (o the texts {from African countries and, therefore, facilitate comparative analysis
d the evolution of the relevant doctrines

on a global scale. The lack of access to the texts of African environmeaental
ws has impedced this development. Fifthly, donor countries which, like the Duteh Government, may wish to work
ith countries in Africa or other continents, on the dewv

opment of environmental laws, will find handy comparative
aterials. Similarly, partner agencies, which arc all active in the developiment of environmental and natural re
ws in developing countries, should find the compendium to be a handy source of analogies.

sources




Sharing of comparative texts of national statutes will have the significance of promoting progressive deve
ment of environmental laws and countries outside the region would also benefit from recent environmental legisla
from Africa. But it may, in addition, lead to gradual harmonization of the respective laws, which may, in furn,
powerful path to avoidance of conflicts. The 1996 Edition of the Compendium in produced in about five volus
The first volume contains the framework environmental lIaws and EIA Rcegulations onily. The remaining volume:
sectoral lIaws, organized country by the country in alphabetical order.

The EILYVPAC records profound gratitude to the governments which have made texts available for compila
of the Compendium. The process of creating laws is long and complex. But the development of environmental |
is particularly difficult because of the principles and requirements of the different stakeholders. Therefore, it is fit
that countries which complete the process should be proud to share such texts with the others. The Joint Prc
commends the initiative of African countries which is leading to the rapid growth of environmental Iaws in A fri
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