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OVERVIEW OF NATIONAL MANDATES GOVERNING ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING
Introduction

This aim of this document is to provide a quick guide to mandates governing environmental assessment and reporting that are embedded in national legislation, typically the main environmental management act of each country.  Where identifiable, the specific text has been extracted from the relevant act.   This study is still 'work in progress' due to a number of constraints such as lack of translation of text into a UN language or uncertainty regarding the specific law that refers to environmental assessment and reporting. In some cases, extracts shown in English, which are highlighted, have been translated using an automatic translator.

The document contains two parts:

PART 1 - Overview of the national mandates governing environmental assessment and reporting.

PART 2 - Summary of key terms used in the mandates

PART 1

The following table, which is arranged by UNEP region, summarizes with extracts, relevant legislation governing environmental assessment and reporting in the countries listed.

The table contains the following headings:

- Title of act

-Year 

-  Periodicity i.e. reporting interval 

-  Web link to act (in most cases from www.ecolex.org)

-  Extract

INDEX OF NATIONAL LEGISLATION ON ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
	COUNTRY
	NAME OF ACT
	YEAR
	SOE REPORTING FREQUENCY (IN YEARS AS PER ACT)
	WEBLINK TO 
SOURCE OF ACT
	RELEVANT EXTRACT FROM ACT

	ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
	
	
	
	
	

	Australia
	Environmental Protection Act
	1993
	5
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/sa44173.doc
	PART 15 Miscellaneous
112

(1)
The Authority must prepare and publish at least every five years a

Report on the state of the environment.

(2)The report must be delivered to the Minister who must cause a copy of the report to be laid before each House of Parliament within 12 sitting days after his or her receipt of the report

	New Zealand
	Resource Management Act 
Environment Act


	1991
1986
	Not mentioned
	http://docs/texts/nze11889.doc 
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/nze12144.doc  

	Section 35
(2)(a) Of, local authorities must monitor “the state of the whole or any part of the environment of its region or district to the extent that is appropriate to enable the local authority to effectively carry out its functions under this Act’.
16. Functions of Commissioner---(1) The functions of the Commissioner shall be---


(a)
With the objective of maintaining and improving the quality of the environment, to review from time to time the system of agencies and processes established by the Government to manage the allocation, use, and preservation of natural and physical resources, and to report the results of any such review to the House of Representatives and to such other bodies or persons as the Commissioner considers appropriate

	Kazakhstan
(REPEALED)


	The Law of Environmental Protection
Ecological Code 
	1997
2007
	Not mentioned
	http://faolex.fao.org/faolex/index.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/kaz75310.doc
	Chapter X Ecological Requirements for Economic and Other Activities
Article 46 Assessment of Effects on the Environment

Effects on the Environment shall be assessed in order to determine ecological and other consequences of adopted management and economic decisions, to draw up recommendations aimed at the improvement of the sanitary conditions of the Environment, prevent the elimination, degradation, damage, and exhaustion of natural Ecosystems and Natural Resources.

Results of the assessment of effects on the Environment shall be formed into a document which shall be an integral part of pre-project materials. It shall be prohibited to develop and implement projects which have an impact on the Environment without any assessment of the effects thereon.

Chapter XIV Information and State Statistics on Environmental Protection

Article 71 Information on Environmental Protection

Information on Environmental Protection shall be deemed information on the situation, contamination, and sanitary improvement of the Environment, on financing (sources of financing) expenses toward the protection and sanitary improvement of the Environment, on the condition, renewal, and use of Natural Resources which affect the Environment, regulation of the quality thereof, and Ecological Requirements for economic and other activities. Information shall be open, public and shall be published in the mass media.

Any concealment, untimely presentation, or falsification of information on Environmental Protection by officials shall be prohibited.

Article 72 State Statistics on Environmental Protection

The specially authorized state agencies shall maintain state statistics on Environmental Protection on the basis of objectiveness of statistical information and comparability with international statistics.

Legal entities and individuals shall provide statistics in a definite amount and within the established time periods in the form of state statistical reports at the expense of the information provider.

The minimal requirements for state statistical reports and the procedure for the maintenance of state statistics on Environmental Protection shall be determined by legislative and other normative legal acts.
(Law No. 212-Z).

Article 6 State regulation in the sphere of environmental protection and management of natural resources

State regulation shall include state ecological monitoring.

Article 17 Competence of the authorized state institution in the sphere of environmental protection

The authorized state institution in the sphere of environmental protection shall be responsible for keeping State fund of ecological information; it shall establish terms and modalities of access to ecological information related to the assessment procedures of environmental impact and decision-making process regarding projected economic and other activities.

	Kyrgyzstan
	Kyrgyz Republic Law on Environmental Protection
Law No. 53 on environmental protection.
	1991
1999
	Not mentioned
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/kyr7739E.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/kyr43149.doc
	Subdivision IV. State Ecological Appraisals

Section 22. Purpose and Procedure of State Ecological Appraisals

State ecological appraisals will be conducted...

Section 24. Report of State Ecological Appraisal Commission

The report of the state ecological appraisal commission must be considered by the agency making the administrative decision prior to its implementation
Article 50 Environmental information

Each citizen shall have the right of access to environmental information in possession of state institutions. Ecological bulletins shall be publishes quarterly by periodical press. Ministries, administrative bodies and other institutions shall have the duty to grant access to environmental information at request by citizens and organizations. 

Environmental information shall be granted by state bodies for payment at written request. The period of examination of the aforesaid request shall be 6 weeks. 

State bodies can refuse access to environmental information if it could damage international relations, military interests, commercial secrets and investigation of penal cases/ Refusal to grant access to environmental information must contain motivation.

	Tajikistan
	Law No.905 environmental protection.


	1993

	Not Specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/taj42462.doc

	X. Control of Environmental Protection of Environment
Article 64. Tasks control in the field of Environmental Protection 
Control of environmental issues is the task of monitoring the condition and its changes under the influence of economic and other activities, verification of compliance with plans and activities for nature protection, rational use of natural resources, healthier environment, compliance with environmental legislation and environmental quality standards the natural environment. 
The monitoring system for the protection of the environment consists of nationwide service monitoring of the natural environment, public, institutional, industrial, social control. 
Article 65. The National Service observation of the natural environment 
The National Service observation of the natural environment is organized in order to monitor its physical, chemical, biological processes, the level of air pollution, soil, water bodies, the consequences of its impact on flora and fauna and to provide interested organizations and people going and emergency information on changes in the environment, warnings and forecasts on her condition. 
Article 66. State control in the field of Environmental Protection 
State control in the field of environmental issues the Supreme Council of the Republic of Tajikistan, the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan, local Madzhlisami People's Deputies, their executive bodies, as well as specifically authorized by public authorities in the field of environmental issues, health surveillance, oversight of the safe performance of work in the industrial and mining oversight, law enforcement agencies. (Act of RT 1.02.96 town, № 223) 
Officials of government control in the field of environmental protection in accordance with their authority have the right in the prescribed manner: 
-- Attend the enterprise, institution or organization, regardless of their form of ownership and subordination, and objects belonging to them, get acquainted with the documents, analyses, other materials necessary to carry out their direct duties; 
-- Review the work of treatment plants and other devices to clear, their means of control, compliance with quality standards of the natural environment, environmental legislation, implementation plans and activities for the Protection of Nature; 
-- Require the removal of deficiencies, provide within the rights granted mandatory instructions or imprisonment for the siting, design, construction, commissioning into service, reconstruction and maintenance of facilities; 
-- Bring the perpetrators to administrative responsibility, to send materials to attract them to disciplinary, administrative or criminal liability, to sue in court or arbitration court for compensation for damages caused to the environment or human health violations of environmental legislation; 
-- Make decisions on the limitation, suspension or closure of enterprises, plants, other facilities and to any activities harmful to the natural environment and human health. These decisions binding on all ministries and departments, enterprises, institutions, organizations, officials and citizens. Based on these decisions, the establishments of banks cease funding proscribed activities until a decision on lifting its ban state control authorities in protecting the environment. 
Article 67. Department and production control in the field of Environmental Protection 
Department control in the field of Environmental Protection carried out the ministries and departments, production control - businesses and organizations and seeks to verify compliance with plans and activities for nature protection and rational use and reproduction of natural resources, a healthier environment, compliance with quality standards of the natural environment , The fulfillment of the requirements environmental legislation and regulations specifically authorized by the state authorities of the Republic of Tajikistan in the field of environmental issues, health surveillance. 
The order of the organization and activities of departmental and production control is regulated by acts of ministries, departments, enterprises and organizations on the basis of existing legislation. 
Article 68. Public environmental controls 
Public environmental controls implemented community-based organizations, labor collectives and has the task of verifying implementation of the requirements of environmental legislation ministries and departments, enterprises, institutions, organizations, irrespective of their form of ownership and subordination, officials and citizens. 
The procedure of public environmental control is governed by current legislation of the Republic of Tajikistan.
Article 8. Competence of the authorized state institution in the sphere of environmental protection

The sphere of competence of the authorized state institution in the sphere of environmental protection shall include organization of environmental monitoring, creation and operation of state environmental monitoring service provision of the population with ecological information.



	Turkmenistan


	Protection of Nature
	1991
	Not Specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/tuk54028.doc
	Article 26. Monitoring of the natural environment 

Monitoring of the natural environment is 
a system to monitor the nature and 
some of its facilities, carried out for 
timely detection of changes, evaluation, 
preventing and overcoming the negative consequences 
processes. 
The structure, contents and modalities of implementation 
Monitoring established by 
Turkmenistan.



	Uzbekistan
	Law on Nature Protection

	1992
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/uzb34566E.doc
	Article 30. Governmental monitoring service for natural environment
Governmental monitoring service for natural environment is organized with the purpose of monitoring changes happening in the environment caused by physical, chemical or biological processes; pollution level of the atmospheric air, soils, surface and underground water, effects of pollution of the vegetative and animal world; provision of day-to-day and emergency information to individuals and concerned agencies on changes in the natural environment as well as forecasts.
The information on the condition of natural environment shall be open, with its main parameters regularly published by state bodies of nature protection.

State bodies of nature protection are obliged to immediately inform the public on emergencies and other cases, which resulted in excessive pollution of natural environment.
Article 28. Monitoring of the natural environment 

With the purposes of conducting observations, registration, estimation and forecasting of the conditions of natural environment and its resources on the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan, a system of state monitoring of the natural environment shall be established. 

Monitoring of the conditions of natural environment and usage of natural resources is implemented by specially authorized bodies, as well as enterprises, organizations and institutions, whose activities has resulted or may result to aggravation of natural environment conditions. 

Specially authorized bodies, as well as the above-mentioned enterprises, organizations and institutions are obliged to gratuitously transfer materials of observations to appropriate state bodies. 

The structure, contents and procedure of monitoring are developed by the State committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan for nature protection and are approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

	China
	Environmental Protection Law
	1989
	1 (in practice)

Regularly (required by law)
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/chn003551.doc
	Chapter II Supervision and Management of the Environment
Article 11
The competent departments of environmental protection administration under the State Council and governments of provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the Central Government shall regularly issue bulletins on environmental situations.

	Democratic People's Republic of Korea
	Law of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on the Protection of the Environment
	1986
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/prk22293.doc
	Chapter 4  The Guidance and Management of Environmental Protection
Article 42. The central authorities, land management organs and local government organs concerned shall investigate the general state of the damage and pollution of the environment, draw up annual plans for improving environmental protection and adopt any necessary measures.

	Japan
	The Basic Environment Law
	1993
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/jap4747.doc
	(Annual Report)

Article 12

1. The Government shall submit annually to the Diet a report on the state of the environment and the policies implemented with regard to environmental conservation.

	Mongolia
	Environmental Protection Law on Mongolia
	1995
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/mon32709.doc
	Article 12. 
Environmental information databank

9. The Government shall report annually to the spring session of the State Ih Hural on the State and condition of the environment and shall deal with the following matters:
1)State and non-budget expenditure allocated for the conservation and restoration of natural resources;
2)changes and trends in the State and quality of the environment and natural resources;

3)use of natural resources and their restoration;

4) Sources and levels of environmental pollution, mitigation measures, and results.

	Republic of Korea
	Framework Act on Environmental Policy
National Environment Act
	1999
1997
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/kor51838.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/kor51770.doc
	Article 8 (Report)

(1) The Government shall submit each year to the National Assembly a report on the situation of promoting major environmental preservation policies.
Article 7 (Formulation of National Plans for Conservation of Natural Environment) 

(1) The Minister of Environment shall draw up a national plan for the conservation of natural environment that contains matters falling under each of the following subparagraphs every five years after consulting with the heads of central administrative agencies concerned and the Mayor/Do governor: <Amended by Act No. 6469, Apr. 7, 2001> 
1.The current state of the natural environment and the state of its utilization;

	Afghanistan
	Environment Law
	2007
	2 years urban areas and 5 years rural areas
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/afg63169E.pdf
	Chapter II Functions and Powers

Article 9

Prepare every two years in relation to urban areas and every five years in relation to rural areas a State of the Environment report for the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan for submission to the President’s Office;



	Bangladesh
	The Bangladesh Environment conservation Act
	1995
	No time limit specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/bgd42272.pdf
	Article 4 Power and functions of the Director General

Section 2

(f) collection and publication of information about environmental pollution;

	Bhutan
	National Environmental Protection Act
	2007
	Not Specified(Periodically)
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/bhu78334E.pdf
	Chapter 3:Constitutions, functions and powers of Authorities
Duties of the secretariat
Preparation and preparation of periodic state of environment reports and other environmental information aimed at increasing public awareness for fostering compliance


	India
	The Environment Protection
	1986
	Not mentioned
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/ind21695.htm
	Chapter II General Powers of the Central Government
Act, 1986 No.29
Section 3
Power of Central Government to take measures to protect and improve environment

(xii) collection and dissemination of information in respect of matters relating to environmental pollutions;

(xiii) preparation of manuals, codes or guides relating to the prevention, control and abatement of environmental pollution

	Iran, Islamic Republic of. 
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/ira34983.pdf (Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in Farsi

	Maldives
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Nepal
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Pakistan
	Environmental Protection Act
	1997
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/pak18965.htm
	 6.  Functions of the Federal Agency.
(1) The Federal Agency shall

 (d) prepare and publish an annual National Environment Report on the state of the environment;

	Sri Lanka
	National Environmental Act
	1980 (original) 2000 (last amended
	Not specified
	http://www.cea.lk/actsandreg.htm
and 

http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/srl13492.pdf 
	Part II  10 (1): The powers, functions and duties of the Authority shall be: (f) to publish reports and information with respect to any aspects of environmental protection and management



	Brunei Darussalam
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Cambodia
	Law on Environmental Protection and Natural Resource Management
	1996
	Not mentioned
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/cam19300.doc
	Chapter IV Natural Resource Management
Article 8

The natural resources of the Kingdom of Cambodia, which include land, water, airspace, air, geology, ecological systems, mines, energy, petroleum and gas, rocks and sand, precious stones, forests and forest products, wildlife, fish, [and] aquatic resources, shall be conserved, developed, and managed [and] used in a rational and sustainable manner.

Natural resource protected areas, which include national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, protected landscape areas, [and] multiple use areas, shall be determined by Royal Decree.

Article 9
The Ministry of Environment, in collaboration with concerned ministries, shall conduct research, assess the environment impacts on natural resources, and provide the concerned ministries with recommendations to ensure that the natural resources as specified in article 8 are conserved, developed, and managed [and] used in a rational and sustainable manner

	Indonesia
	Act of Environmental Management 
	1997
	Not mentioned
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ins13056.doc
	(No. 23/199)
Chapter IV Environmental Management Authority
Article10
(h) provide environmental information and disseminate it to the community

	Lao People's Democratic Republic
	Environmental Protection Law
	1999
	Not mentioned
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/lao18236.doc
	Chapter I General Provisions
Article 4 Obligation to protect the Environment

The government directs and supports environmental protection by providing relevant data and information, raising public awareness and providing education to the citizens to see the importance of the environment for their daily life, and support a strict adherence to the environmental policy and legislation of the Lao PDR.

	Malaysia
	Environmental Quality Act
Biosafety Act
	1974
2007
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mal13278.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/mal74258.doc
	Part II Administration

3. Director General and other officers.

(1) There shall be a Director General of Environmental Quality who shall be appointed by the Minister from amongst members of the public service and whose powers, duties and functions shall be-

(e) to undertake  surveys and investigations as to the causes, nature, extent of pollution and as to the methods of prevention of pollution and to assist and co-operate with other persons or bodies carrying out similar surveys or investigations;

(f) to conduct, promote and co-ordinate research in relation to any aspect of pollution or the prevention thereof and to develop criteria for the protection and enhancement of the environment

(i) To publish an annual report on environmental quality not later than 30th September of the following year and such other reports and information with respect to any aspect of environmental protection.
PART V - RISK ASSESSMENT AND RISK MANAGEMENT REPORTS AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN


	Myanmar
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Philippines
	Philippine Clean Air Act
	1999
	Not mentioned
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/phi45271.doc
	Chapter II Air Quality Management System
Article 1 General Provisions

SEC.6. Air Quality Monitoring and Information Network. – The Department shall prepare an annual National Air Quality Status Report which shall be used as the basis in formulating the Integrated Air Quality Improvement Framework, as provided for in Section 7. The said report shall include, but shall not be limited to the following:

a) Extent of pollution in the country , per type of pollutant and per type of source, based on reports of the Department’s monitoring stations;

b) Analysis and evaluation of the current state, trends and projections of air pollution at the various levels provided herein;

c) Identification of critical areas, activities, or projects which will need closer monitoring or regulation;

d) Recommendations for necessary executive and legislative action and 

e) Other pertinent qualitative and quantitative information concerning the extent of air pollution and the air quality performance rating of industries in the country.

The Department, in cooperation with the National Statistical Coordination Board (NSCB), shall design and develop an information network for data storage, retrieval and exchange.

The Department shall serve as the central depository of all data and information related to air quality.

	Singapore
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Thailand
	Enhancement and Conservation of National Environmental Quality Act
	1992
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/tha19415.doc
	Section 13

The National Environment Board shall have the following powers and duties as follows:

(13) To submit reports on national environmental quality situation to the Cabinet at least once a year

	Viet Nam
	Law on Environmental Protection
	1995
	5
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/vie64190.pdf
	Article 101, paragraph 2
Once every five years, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment shall have to elaborate a national environment report for the same plan period of national socio- economic development for submission by the Government to the National Assembly; and make annual specialized environment reports.



	Fiji 
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Kiribati
	Environment Act
	1999
	Not mentioned
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/kir35369.doc
	Part II – Administration
Functions of the Minister

6. (1) The Minister, acting in accordance with the advice of the Cabinet shall have the following functions-

(k) promote the study of the environment through research, surveys, listing and classification

	Marshall Islands
	National Environmental Protection Act
	1984
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/mas64985.doc
	Division 2 - Functions and Duties
§126. Functions and duties of the Authority.

(c) to undertake and carry out surveys and investigations as to the causes, nature, extent and prevention of pollution, and to assist and cooperate with other persons or bodies carrying out similar surveys or investigations; 
(d) to conduct, promote and coordinate research in relation to any aspect of environmental degradation or the prevention thereof, and to develop criteria for the protection and improvement of the environment; 
(e) to specify standards, norms and criteria for the protection of beneficial uses and for maintaining the quality of the environment;
(f) to publish reports and information with respect to any aspects of environmental protection and management; 
(g) to collect information and to establish record keeping, monitoring and reporting requirements as necessary to carry out the principles and objectives of this Act; 


	Micronesia, (Federated States of)
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Nauru
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Palau
	Environmental Quality Protection Act
	1999
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/pau6997.doc
	128.
Same; annual environmental quality report.

The Board shall transmit to the President and the Olbiil Era Kelulau not later than January 31 of each year an environmental quality report for the proceeding calendar year.


	Papua New Guinea
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Samoa
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Solomon Islands
	Environment Act
	1998
	3
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/sol65422.doc
	Part 2 – Administration

Division 1 Establishment of Environment and Conservation Division

(1) The Director shall in every three years submit a report on the State of the environment to the Minister, who shall cause such report to be laid before the National Parliament

	Tonga
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Tuvalu
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Vanuatu
	Environmental Management and Conservation Act
	2000
	10
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/van53103.doc
	Part 2 – Administration

Division 2 – Instruments

7. Preparation of National State of the Environment Reports

(1) The Director must prepare and publish a National State of the Environment Report at least once every 10 years following the commencement of this Act

	AFRICA
	
	
	
	
	

	Cameroon*

	Framework law on Environmental Management 


Organizing the Ministry of Environment and Nature Protection 


	1996
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC019578&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC054399&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng

	Law No. 96-12
Article 9. - The management of the environment and natural resources based in the framework of laws and regulations, the following principles. 
e) the principle of participation that every citizen should have access to information concerning the environment, including those concerning hazardous materials and activities; 
Every citizen has the duty to protect the environment and help protect it; 

The public and private must, in all their activities conform to the same requirements; 
Decisions concerning the environment must be taken after consultation with the business sectors or groups, or after public debate when they have a general 

Article 10 .- The Government is developing environmental policies and coordinates the implementation .Reports on pollution, the state of conservation of biological diversity and on the state of the environment in general ... publishes and disseminates information relating to the protection and management of the environment 
... 
Article 72 .The participation in environmental management must be encouraged, including through:-free access to environmental information, subject to the imperatives of national defense and state security, consultative mechanisms to collect the views and input from people;-representation of people within organs advisory environment-production of environmental information;-awareness, training, research , Environmental education 


Decree No. 2005/117 
Article 1 ... (2) The Minister of Environment and Nature Protection is responsible for the development, implementation and evaluation of government policy on the environment 
As such, he is responsible ... of Public Information to encourage its participation in the management, protection and restoration of the environment

	Central African Republic
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Chad 
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/cha15629.doc(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in Spanish

	Congo (Rep. of) 
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/con5810.doc(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in French

	Democratic Republic of Congo
	
	
	
	
	Available in French

	Equatorial Guinea 
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg11875.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in Spanish

	Gabon 
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gab8719.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in French

	Sao Tome and Principe
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sao72014.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in Portuguese

	Burundi*
	The Code of the Environment of the Republic of Burundi
	2000
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/bur25325.doc(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Chapter 2: Coordination of Activities of Protection and Environmental Management
Article 19 
The Minister for the Environment address annually to a government report on the state of the environment and on the action plan to consider. This report is submitted for advice to the coordination structure before it is forwarded to the Government.


	Djibouti 
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/dji38340.doc(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in French

	Ethiopia
	Environmental Protection Organs establishment Proclamation
	2002
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/eth44280.pdf
	Part 2
Environmental Protection Authority

Powers and duties of the Authority

16) Prepare and avail to the government as well as the public a periodic report on the state of the environment of the country.

	Eritrea
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/eri68045.pdf
	Text not Available on Ecolex

	Kenya
	The Environmental Management and Co-ordination Act
	1999
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/ken41653.pdf
	section 9 (2)(P)
Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the agency shall:

(p)Prepare and issue an annual report on the state of the environment in Kenya and in this regard may direct any lead agency to prepare and submit to it a report on the state of the sector of the environment under the administration of that lead agency.

	Rwanda 
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/rwa65696.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in French

	Somalia
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Uganda
	The National Environment Statute
	1995
	2
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/uga8957.doc
	Functions of the Authority and relationship with lead agencies and delegation

7.
(1)  The functions of the Authority are –

(j) to undertake research, and disseminate information about the environment

(k)  
to prepare and disseminate a state of the environment report once in every two years;

	Algeria 
	
	
	
	
	No SOE Reporting obligation

	Egypt
	Promulgating the Environmental law –Presidential decree, Egypt
	1994
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/egy4984E.pdf
	The Environmental Affairs Agency : Chap 2
Article 5

For the fulfillment of the objects, the agency may: Prepare an annual report on the environmental situation to be submitted to the president of the republic and the cabinet, a copy of which shall be deposited to the People’s assembly.

	Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/lib45081.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in Arabic

	Morocco 
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mor42766.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available  in French

	Sudan 
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sud54089.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in Arabic

	Tunisia
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/tun2106.doc(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in French

	Angola
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ang18069.doc(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in Portuguese


	Botswana
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Lesotho
	Environment Act
	2001
	5
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/les47832.doc
	Functions of the (Lesotho Environment) Authority

10.
(1)
The Authority shall- 

(q)prepare and issue every five years a report on the state of environment in Lesotho;

26. (1)A District Development Coordinating Committee shall in consultation with the Authority and in addition to its existing role -

(a) prepare every five years, a District Environment Action Plan;

(c)
Promote and disseminate information relating to the environment through public awareness programmes and prepare reports on the state of the environment in the district every five years.

	Malawi
	Environment Management Act
	1996
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mlw13233.pdf
	Part III

sect. 7 Duties and powers of the minister

(e) prepare and lay before the National Assembly at least once every year a report on the state of the environment

	Mozambique
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Namibia
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	South Africa
	Environment Conservation Act
National Environmental Management Biodiversity Act
Environment Conservation Second Amendment Act 
	1996
2004

1993
	2
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/saf12908.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/saf45083.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/saf13707.doc
	13. Powers, functions and duties of committee

1)The committee may, in accordance with the policy referred to in section 2
e) Investigate the state of the environment or cause it to be investigated and shall biennially in the manner it deems fit, in writing report to the Minister thereon.
No. 10 

59 The Minister:-

(c) must prepare and submit reports and documents in accordance with the Republic's obligations in terms of such an international agreement

No. 189
Amendment of section 2 of the Environment Conservation Act

"(1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) the Minister may by notice in the Gazette determine the general policy, including policy with regard to the implementation and application of a convention, treaty or agreement relating to the environment which has been entered into or ratified, or to be entered into or ratified, by the Government of the Republic, to be applied with a view to-";

	Swaziland
	Environmental Management Act
	2002
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/swa47833.doc
	Functions of the Authority

12. (1) The Authority shall exercise the functions conferred on it under this Act in order to provide for and promote the protection, conservation and enhancement of the environment and the sustainable management of natural resources.

(2) The functions of the Authority are-

(l)  to monitor trends in the state of the environment and to prepare reports on the state of the environment for consideration and approval by the Minister;

	United Republic of Tanzania
	Environmental Management Act
	2004
	2
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/tan61491.pdf
	Part XIII

Environmental Information ,Education and Research
Article 175

The director of Environment shall in every two years, publish a report on the state of the environment and environment management which shall also be tabled before the National Assembly

	Zambia
	
	
	
	
	No SOE reporting required

	Zimbabwe
	Environment Management Act
	2005
	5
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/zim47834.pdf
	1. General functions of minister.

c) to lay before parliament a report on the state of the environment at the end of every five years and

	Benin*
	The Establishment, Functions, Organization and Operation of the Beninese Agency for the Environment
	1995
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC025454&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng
	Decree No. 95-47
Article 2 
The agency is responsible for the execution of the work of preparing the report on the state of the environment.


	Burkina Faso*
	Code of the environment

Organization of the Ministry of Environment and Water.
	1994

1998
	Not Specified

Not Specified (Periodically)
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/bkf4874.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC029296&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng
	Article 86: 
The National Committee on the Environment is responsible for:

Develop in collaboration with the technical services of the Ministry of Environment, reports national environmental situation. 
As such, shall be submitted to the National Committee of environmental projects on the indexes constituting directive national land use planning, master planning and urban development, rural development plans
Decree No. 98
Article 11: The Permanent Secretariat of the National Council for the Management of the Environment (SP / CONAGESE) is responsible for: - the production of periodic reports on the state of the environment.

	Cape Verde*
	Defining Environmental Policy
	1993
	3
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/cvi8289.doc
	Chapter IX 

Disposiçöes final 

Article 50 
(Report and White Paper on the environment) 
1. The government is required to submit annually to the National Assembly, a report on the state of the environment and land in Cape Verde, for the previous year. 
2. The Government is obliged to submit to the National Assembly every three years, a White Paper on the state of the environment in Cape Verde.

	Comoros 
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Côte d'Ivoire*
	Framework Law No. 96-766 on Environment Code
	1996
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC021344&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng
	Article 36: When planning and execution of acts that could have a significant impact on the environment, public authorities and individuals comply with the following principles: 
Information and participation .. 

Everyone has the right to be informed of the state of the environment and participate in proceedings before making decisions that could have detrimental effects on the environment

	Gambia 
	National Environment Management Act
	1994
	Not Specified(as deemed fit)
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gam6275.pdf
	Functions of the Agency
10)The agency shall perform the following functions:
h) Promote public awareness of environmental issues through gathering, analyzing and disseminating information about the environment and publishing periodic reports on the state of the environment.

	Ghana
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Guinea-Conakry
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Guinea-Bissau 
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Liberia 
	An Act Adopting the Environment Protection and Management Law Of the Republic of Liberia
	2002
	5
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/lbr53038.pdf
	Section 103
State of the environment report
1)the Agency shall every 5 years publish a report on the state of the environment of the state of Liberia

	Madagascar*
	On the Charter of the Malagasy Environment(Law 
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC011726&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng
	No. 90-033
Article 4: ... To this end, any person or entity must be able to be informed on decisions likely to exert any influence on the environment and directly or through groups or associations. It also has the option to participate in decisions

	Mali 
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/mli11727.doc(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in French

	Mauritania*
	Framework law on environment
	2000
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC028924&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng
	Law No. 2000-045

Article 9: The Ministry of I'Environnement must for this purpose: disseminate scientific knowledge appropriate to inform the public and encourage participation in the protection of I'Environnement

	Mauritius 
	Environment Protection Act
	2002
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/mat47831.doc
	PART II - Administration
7.Powers of the Minister

Subject to any direction by the Commission, the Minister shall for the purposes of this Act-

(f)prepare environmental action plans and issue reports on the state of the environment in cooperation with other public departments, the National Network for Sustainable Development, and non-governmental organizations or associations;

	Niger* 
	Framework Law On environmental Management
	1998
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC019572&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng
	Article 3: The sound management of environment and natural resources based on 
following principles.
 e) The principle of participation, that each citizen has the duty to protect the environment and contribute to its improvement. To this end, public authorities are required to share access to environmental information, on the other to act in consultation with concerned groups and populations 

Article 5: Everyone has the right to be informed about their environment and participate in decisions relating thereto. A text of application of this law will define the consistency and conditions for exercising this right. 
Article 9: Public and private institutions are required, as part of their shares in awareness of environmental issues. To this end, they provide better information for citizens to participate in environmental management 

Article 12: The government is developing environmental policies and ensure their implementation 
work. To this end, he shall: .. - Ensure the development and dissemination of periodic reports on the state of the environment; ... 
- Ensure the dissemination of environmental information

	Nigeria 
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Papua New Guinea 
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Senegal
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/sen11729.doc(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	Available in French

	Seychelles
	Environment Protection Act
	1994
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sey4585.pdf
	PART II Administration
(5)
Functions of the Authority are to -

iv)commission research and sponsor studies on problems relating to environmental pollution;
(v)examine such manufacturing processes, materials and

substances as are likely to cause environmental pollution;

(vi)identify areas in which any activity shall not be carried out or shall

be carried out subject to certain safeguards;

(vii)evolve procedures and safeguards for the prevention of accidents

which may cause environmental pollution and remedial measures for

such accidents;

(viii)collect and disseminate information in respect of matters relating

to environmental protection;

(ix)Co-ordinate actions required in a state of environmental emergency or any other situation which may pose a serious threat to the environment.

(x)prepare manuals, codes or guidelines relating to environmental protection and for the prevention, control and abatement of pollution; and

(xi)Carry out other matters as the Minister may assign for the purpose of securing the effective implementation of this Act.

	Sierra Leone 
	The Environment Protection Act
	2000
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/sie78831.pdf
	Responsibilities of the department
2. in addition to its duties under sub-section one, the department shall;

g) Prepare and publish overall assessment of the state of the environment.

	Togo*
	Code of the environment


	1988

	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/tog5749.doc

	Article 20: On the proposal of Minister for the Environment, the Cabinet will appoint commissions inter-prefectural or interregional for environmental management units exceeding the limits of each prefecture or each region, including river basins and lagoon systems. 
Article 21: The Minister responsible for the environment annually send the president a report on the state of the environment which will be made public.
Article 7: The environmental services assisting the minister in carrying out its mission ... they are responsible for .. 7). to disclose the appropriate technical knowledge, provide for public information and encourage participation in environmental protection


	EUROPE


	
	
	
	
	

	Albania
	Concerning environmental monitoring of the republic of Albania

Law No. 8934 on environmental protection
	2002

2002


	Bi-annually
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/alb60679E.pdf



http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/alb60655E.pdf
	B. Data Exchange
6. The Ministry of the Environment prepares· and publishes, based on collected data from the monitoring subjects, the biannual report on the condition of the environment which is submitted to the Council of Ministers. It also complies with

all governmental and international requirements related to reporting on the condition of the environment

Chapter VII is devoted to monitoring and information on environmental issues. The Мiпistгу of the Environment, in cooperation with other central and lосаl bodies, prepares the National Monitoring Programme.

	Bosnia and Herzegovina 
	Aarhus Convention

	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	3. Each Party shall ensure that environmental information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which are easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications networks. Information accessible in this form should include: 

(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

...

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment, including information on the quality of the environment and information on pressures on the environment

	Bulgaria
	Law on Preservation of the Environment
	2002
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/bul52883.doc
	Art. 11. The Minister of Environment and Waters shall:

8. prepare the annual report about the status of environment

	Croatia
Unofficial English translation.
	Environmental Protection Act.
	2007
	4
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/cro82346E.pdf
	Environmental Status Report, article 51

1. For the purpose of monitoring the realization of the goals set out in the sustainable development and environmental protection documents referred to in articles 44 and 45 of this Act, the strategic, planning and programming documents pertaining to individual environmental components and burdens and other documents pertaining to environmental protection, as well as for the purpose of overall insight into the environmental status, the Croatian Parliament shall review the Environmental Status Report at the state level for every four years.

	Cyprus
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/cyp63764.pdf
	Available in Greek

	Czech Republic*
	The Right to Environmental Information
	1998
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/cze73958.htm
	Section 12 
Report on the state of the environment 

(1) Government of the Czech Republic consider and approve a report on the state of the environment the Czech Republic once a year. 

(2) After discussion and approval of the Government of the Czech Republic present a report on the state of the environment for consideration by Parliament. 

(3) No later than three months after its approval must be published in this report

	Estonia
	Environmental Monitoring Act


	1999
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/est38300.doc
	A whole document on environmental monitoring available
(Dahl’s report indicates studies are carries out every 5 years from 2005.Ecolex however only gives information for until 2002)

	Hungary
	The General Rules of Environmental protection
	1995
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/hun6567E.htm
	Chapter V Environmental Information System and Provision of Information
Section 51

(2) On the basis of the data collection, the Minister shall submit a report annually to the Government on the trends in the state of the environment in the country.


	Latvia
	Environmental Protection Law
	2006
	4
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/lat73652E.doc
	Section 17. 
Environmental Monitoring

(3) The Cabinet shall approve the Guidelines on Environmental Monitoring Programme, in which the structure, priorities and the necessary financing of the monitoring is determined for compliance with the requirements of regulatory enactments, legislation of the European Union and international conventions, not less than once every four years

	Lithuania
	Law on Environmental Monitoring
	1997
	Not Specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/lit28120.doc
	Chapter III

Implementation of Environmental Monitoring
Article 8. The Programme of Environmental Monitoring

1. The Ministry of Environmental Protection together with other state institutions, implementing environmental monitoring, shall prepare the State programme of environmental monitoring. This programme shall be approved by the Government.

	Poland
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	3. Each Party shall ensure that environmental information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which are easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications networks. Information accessible in this form should include: 

(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

...

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment, including information on the quality of the environment and information on pressures on the environment

	Romania
	Law No. 137 on environmental protection.
	1995


	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/rom13258E.doc
	CHAPTER IV - Prerogatives and responsibilities 
Section 1- Prerogatives and responsibilities of the environmental protection authorities

Art. 64.  –  The central environmental protection authority shall have the following prerogatives and responsibilities:

...

o)
to provide the interested parties with centralized data on the state of the environment, the central environmental protection policy and programs;



	Slovakia
	Access to Information on Environment

	1998
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/slo42893.doc
	Article 16

Report on the State of Environment

(1) Ministry shall every year publish the report on the state of environment of Slovak Republic. Relevant central bodies of state administration of Slovak Republic4 shall provide it with necessary documentation.

	Slovenia
(Available in Slovenian)
	Environmental Protection Act.
	2004
	4
	
	(Law not Available on Ecolex)

Article 106.

Ministry shall publish the report on the state of environment in Slovenia. 

Article 109.

Reporting on the state of environment procedure are in compliance with EU regulations.

	The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
	Act on  Environment

and  Nature Protection and Promotion
Law on Nature Protection
	1996
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/mac16161.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mac60910E.pdf 
	Article 25

The measuring and monitoring of changes and statuses with the quality of air, waters and soil, especially with protected nature parts and entities and of the level of noise and ionic emissions to the environment and of other kinds of changes and statuses with the environment, shall be performed by the Ministry of Urban Planning, Construction and Environment.

The measuring and monitoring of changes and statuses mentioned under Item 1 of this Article may also be conducted by expert organizations registered with activities concerning environment and nature protection and promotion and authorized by the Minister of Urban Planning, Construction and Environment; they are hereby obliged to immediately submit their data to the Ministry of Urban Planning, Construction and Environment.

The kind of monitoring, the methodology and parameters of measuring and monitoring the changes and statuses of the quality of soil, waters and air, especially with protected nature parts and entities, as well as the level of noise, ionic and non-ionic emission- shall be prescribed by the Minister of Urban Planning, Construction and Environment.



	Turkey 
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	3. Each Party shall ensure that environmental information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which are easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications networks. Information accessible in this form should include: 

(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

...

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment

	Armenia*
	The Protection of nature
	1991
	Not Specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/arm47095R.doc

	Article 13. The study of the environment 
The quality of the environment should be consistent with existing regulations in this area. 
The study and evaluation of the natural environment are made constantly. They are implemented by public authorities for Conservation of Nature through monitoring.

	Azerbaijan
	The Environment Protection Law
	1999
	Not Specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/aze32661E.doc
	Article 17. Governmental Monitoring of Environment and Natural Resources

1. A governmental environmental and natural resources monitoring system shall be established and maintained in the Azerbaijan Republic.

2. The monitoring system shall be used to manage the environment and natural resources and shall include the establishment of the appropriate databases and information system. The system shall monitor:

2.1. the state of the environment and natural resources and anthropogenic impact on same;

2.2.  the emergence, development, and trends of exogenous processes;

2.3. the seismic activity of areas and monitoring for earthquake forecasting purposes;

2.4. the condition of monitoring areas and their changes relative to the baseline;

3. The procedures for governmental environmental and natural resources monitoring shall be governed by regulations approved by the executive authority.




	Belarus
	On Protection Of The Environment
	1992
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/blr37863.doc
	Article 69. Monitoring of Environment
Monitoring of environment is carried out for the purposes of observation over the sate of environment (including over state of environment in the regions of location of sources of harmful influence and influence of these sources on environment), providing the state bodies, legal persons and citizens with the full, trustworthy and timely information necessary for management and control in the sphere of protection o environment and nature management.

Monitoring of environment is a part of National system of monitoring of the environment of the Republic of Belarus.

Monitoring of environment is conducted by the Ministry of natural resources and protection of environment of the Republic of Belarus, other bodies of state management in order established by the legislation of Republic of Belarus. Conducting the monitoring of environment by other bodies of state management is conducted under the agreement with the Ministry of natural resources and protection of environment.

Bodies of state management and legal persons in order established by the legislation of Republic of Belarus give free of charge to the Ministry of natural resources and protection of environment of the Republic of Belarus and its territorial bodies the materials on observation over the state of environment.

State bodies, legal persons and citizens in order established by the legislation of Republic of Belarus have the right to ask and receive free of charge form the Ministry of natural resources and protection of environment of Republic of Belarus and its territorial bodies the information on state of environment and influence on it, received in the result of monitoring of environment.

Republican bodies of state management, local executive and administrative bodies, legal persons at elaboration of prediction of social and economic development and taking the appropriate decisions, elaboration of programs and measures on rational usage of natural resources and protection of environment, placing the industrial and other objects shall consider the data of monitoring of environment and also use it for informing the citizens on the state of environment and measures on it protection.

The order of conducting and usage of data of monitoring of environment is established by the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus.

	Georgia
	The Law of Georgia on Environmental Protection 
	1996
	5
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/geo42013E.doc
	Article 29. Standards of Quality of the State of Environment

2. The standards of quality of the state of the environment are defined in every five year by the regulations “On the Standards of Quality of the State of the Environment” which is elaborated and approved by the Ministry of Health Care, in compliance with the Ministry of environment and Natural Resources Protection.



	Republic of Moldova
	Law on Environmental Protection
	1993
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mol9888.pdf
	Article 7
The Government of the Republic of Moldova together with the State Department for Environment:
6) Elaborates and forwards to parliament no later than Dec 1st of every year annual programmes for environment quality improvement.

	Russian Federation*
	Environmental Protection
	2002
	Not Specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/rus52751.doc
	1. Section X Article 63 State environmental monitoring (state ecological monitoring)

State environmental (ecological) monitoring shall be carried out with a view of observation of the state of environment, including the state of environment in the areas of location of the sources of anthropogenic impact and for the purpose of provision of the state, legal and natural persons with reliable information required for the prevention and/or reduction of negative consequences of the changes of environment. The modalities of granting access to environmental information shall be regulated by legislation.

	Ukraine
	Principle directions of State policy of Ukraine in Environmental protection, use of natural resources and Ensuring environmental protection
Law No. 1264-XII on environmental protection.
	1998
1991
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ukr30886E.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ukr45101.doc
	24. State System of Environmental Monitoring 

The State System of Environmental Monitoring should be established and operate on the basis of the following principles: 

· systematic monitoring of environmental conditions and technogenic objects which affect the environment; 

· timely supply and processing of monitoring information at sector and general levels (local, regional, and national); 

· comprehensive use of environmental information which is input into the system by agency services for environmental monitoring and other suppliers; 

· realistic primary, analytical, and forecast environmental information and coordinated normative, organizational, and methodological support of environmental monitoring carried-out by appropriate services of ministries and agencies of Ukraine as well as other central bodies of executive power; 

· compatibility of technical, informational, and software support of its integral parts; 

· immediate supply of environmental information to concerned executive bodies, other bodies, enterprises, organizations, and institutions; 

· Accessible environmental information for the population of Ukraine and world community. 
Article 20 Competence of the authorized state institution in the sphere of environmental protection and management of natural resources

The authorized state institution in the sphere of environmental protection and management of natural resources and its territorial branches shall be responsible for environmental monitoring, setting up and operation of centralized ecological information and analysis system and ensuring access to ecological information.

	Andorra
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	3. Each Party shall ensure that environmental information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which are easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications networks. Information accessible in this form should include: 

(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

...

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment

	Austria 
	Environment Information Act
	1993
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/aut4739.pdf

	Article 10 establishes that the Federal Minister for the Environment, Youth and Family Affairs shall set up an environmental data catalogue. Data that are required to be kept secret must not be included in the environmental data catalogue.

	Belgium*
	Federal Public Service Public Health, Safety Of The Environment and food chain
	2006
	4
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/bel76295.doc

	Act on public access to environmental information

Art. 14.

Section 1; 
6 ° reports on the state of the environment which are published at regular intervals up to four years, these reports should resume information on the quality and pressure on the environment;

	Denmark
	Lov om miljøvurdering af planer og programmer (Act No. 316 of 2004 relative to environmental assessment of plans and programmes.)
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/den51861.doc
	Sections 2 and 3 on environmental plans and programmes
Available in Danish


	Finland
	Environmental Protection Act
	2000
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/fin20153E.pdf
	Section 25

Monitoring the state of the environment

Within its territory, the local authority shall see to the necessary motoring of the state of the environment. The Finish Environment Institute and the regional environment centers’ duties concerning the monitoring of the state of the environment are laid down separately. Monitoring data shall be made public and publicized as comprehensively as necessary.

	France 
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs

	3. Each Party shall ensure that environmental information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which are easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications networks. Information accessible in this form should include: 

(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

...

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment

	Germany
	Environment Information Act
	2004
	Not more than 4 years
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/ger76757.pdf
	Article 4 establishes that the Federal government shall publish regularly (not more than 4 years) a report on the state of the environment


	Greece
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	3. Each Party shall ensure that environmental information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which are easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications networks. Information accessible in this form should include: 

(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

...

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment

	Iceland
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	3. Each Party shall ensure that environmental information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which are easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications networks. Information accessible in this form should include: 

(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

...

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment

	Ireland
	Environmental Protection Agency Act
	1992
	5
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ire23558.doc
	70 State of the environment reports. 

SECT 70.—The Agency shall— ( a ) within a period of five years after it is established and in every fifth year thereafter, or ( b ) within such other periods as may be prescribed, prepare and publish a report on the quality and condition of the environment in the State.

	Israel
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	3. Each Party shall ensure that environmental information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which are easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications networks. Information accessible in this form should include: 

(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment, including information on the quality of the environment and information on pressures on the environment

	Italy*
	Environmental protection
Legislative Decree No. 59 implementing Directive 96/61/EC concerning integrated pollution prevention and control. 
	1991
2005


	Biennial

	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita32377.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/LEX-FAOC051621

	Art. 6 
(Information, consultation and right of access)

5. The Regional orders to draw up a biennial report on the state of the environment and land, to be submitted to the Regional Council and to be published on the Official Gazette of the Region.
Article 13 concerns the setting up of the Observatory on the Environment. Local authorities shall transmit to the Ministry of the Environment, through the Observatory, information on the state of the environment as well as details on the implementation of the provisions of the Legislative Decree (art. 14).

	Liechtenstein
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	3. Each Party shall ensure that environmental information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which are easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications networks. Information accessible in this form should include: 

(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment, including information on the quality of the environment and information on pressures on the environment

	Luxemburg*
	Law on the freedom of access to information on environmental
	1992
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/lux8450.pdf 
	(Section 2).
Public authorities are required to make environmental information made available to any person or entity who requests unless it is compelled to assert di interest

	Malta
	Environment Protection Act

Freedom of Access to Information on the Environment Regulations 
	2001

2005
	3
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mlt27616.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mlt51695.pdf

	Part 3. 7. Functions of the Authority

b) In carrying out its functions under paragraph a of this sub-article, the authority shall:

vii) Publish at regular intervals at periods not exceeding three years a report on the state of the environment.
116
The objective is to ensure that information on the state of the environment is progressively made available and disseminated to the public.

	Monaco
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment, including information on the quality of the environment and information on pressures on the environment

	Netherlands*
	Environmental health
	1979
	4
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/net8981.doc

	Article 4.2 
1. The National Institute of Public Health and Environment, hereinafter referred to as RIVM, brings once every four years to the Ministry a scientific report in which the development of the quality of the environment is described on one by the Minister to give period of at least the next decade.

Chapter 11. Other acts 
Article 11.1 
  [Reserved.] 
Chapter 12. Report, registration and meetverplichtingen 
Title 12.1 Milieuverslaglegging 
Article 12.1 
1. In this title and the resulting reporting provisions shall apply: calendar year preceding the year in which an environmental report should be prepared

	Norway
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment, including information on the quality of the environment and information on pressures on the environment

	Portugal*
	Law on the Environment
	1987
	3
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/por5753.doc
	Chapter IX 
Final Provisions 
Article 49. º 
Report and White Paper on the environment 
1 - The government is obliged to submit to the Assembly of the Republic, together with the Great Options Plan of each year, a report on the state of the environment and land in Portugal for the previous year. 
2 - The government is obliged to submit to the Assembly of the Republic, every three years, a White Paper on the state of the environment in Portugal.


	San Marino
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment, including information on the quality of the environment and information on pressures on the environment

	Spain*
	Regulate the Rights of Access to Information, Public Participation and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters
	2006
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/spa71277.doc

	Article 8. Reports on the state of the environment. 

Public administrations compile and publish, at least, an annual report juncture on the state of the environment every four years and a full report. These reports will be of regional and national level and, where appropriate, local and include data on the quality of the environment and the pressures it suffers, as well as a non-technical summary that is comprehensible to the public

	Sweden 
	Swedish Environmental Code
	1998
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/swe50970.pdf
	Chapter 5; Environmental Quality Standards

Provisions concerning environmental quality

Section 1; The Government may issue rules in respect to certain geographical areas or to the country as a whole concerning the quality of land, water, air or the environment in general if it is necessary in order to provide lasting protection for human health or the environment or to remedy adverse effects to human health or the environment (environmental quality standards). The government may instruct a public authority to issue environmental quality standards arising out of Sweden’s membership to the European Union.

	Switzerland
	Federal Law on Environmental Protection
	1983 (consolidated as of 2008)
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/swi1948.pdf
	Art.10b establishes that whoever intends to plan, construct or modify an installation subject to environmental impact assessment shall have to report it to the competent authority.

	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
	Aarhus Convention
	2008
	3-4 years
	http://www.unece.org/env/pp/mop3/mop3.docII.htm#NIRs
	(a) Reports on the state of the environment, as referred to in paragraph 4 below;

4. Each Party shall, at regular intervals not exceeding three or four years, publish and disseminate a national report on the state of the environment, including information on the quality of the environment and information on pressures on the environment

	Latin America and the Caribbean
	
	
	
	
	

	Antigua and the Barbados
	Disaster Management Act
	2002
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/ant37339.pdf
	It was not detected any further SOE reporting obligation than those aimed at preventing and managing disasters occurrence in the country. Thus, in the Disaster Management Act,  No. 13 Article 4 

(2) The Director (the director of disaster preparedness and response) shall, for the purposes of subsection (1) and in addition to discharging other functions conferred on the Director by this Act or any other law -

 (d) gather timely and authoritative information concerning the conditions and trends in the quality of the environment, both current and prospective, as these relate to the likelihood of disasters in Antigua and Barbuda;

 (f) conduct investigations, studies, surveys, research and analyses relating to ecological systems and environmental quality and document and define changes in the natural environment as these relate to the likelihood of disasters in Antigua and Barbuda;

	Bahamas
	Environmental Health Services Act.
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/bha42231.pdf
	5. (1)  The Department shall arrange and carry out all functions which are required for the proper discharge of the responsibilities and functions of the Minister under this Act, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the Department will

	Barbados
	
	
	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation. 
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Cuba*
	Structure Organization and Performance of the National Natural Resources and its Governing Body

Environmental Code






Resolution 15 Created the Center for Information Management and Environmental Education

Resolution 111 of National System for Environmental Monitoring.
	1990

1997

1999

2002
	Semi-Annual


	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/cub6801.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/cub11846.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/cub17181.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/cub44500.pdf

	National Commission 
Article 21 .- The National Commission shall have the powers and functions:

n) make a semi-annual meetings and analysis to assess the environmental situation and the results of the work, and to approve the outlines of work for the next period;
Law 81 
Chapter V 
National System of Environmental Information  
Article 34.-The National Environmental Information System aims to ensure essential to the state, the government and society in general, the information required for the knowledge, assessment and decision-making concerning the environment. 

Article 4 ... 14. Design, coordinate and implement jointly with other dependencies ... an Environmental Information System, with the aim of conducting systematic and comparative assessments on the state of the environment. 


Article 1. The National System for Environmental Monitoring aims to assess the state of the environment to contribute to decision-making on environmental protection. 

Article 2. Environmental monitoring is the systematic collection of data measurements or observations in space and time series of variables previously identified, called indicators, which provide a summary table or representative sample of the state of the environment or national territory. ... (Information) used to assess the state of the environment at a given time and predict future trends.



	Dominica
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Dominican Republic*
	Environmental Act, 
	2001
	2
	http://74.125.93.104/translate_c?hl=en&sl=es&tl=en&u=http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/dom44863E.pdf&usg=ALkJrhhUB6Yki8zAkn3X3LOKUbFMHRKsvQ
	Nº 64/2000, Art. 52

The State Secretary of the Environment and Natural Resources will prepare and publish, every two years, a report on the state of the environment and natural resources whose format and content will be further regulated and which will be based on environmental management units.

	Grenada
	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation.
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Haiti
	Decree concerning the Management of the Environment and the regulation of the citizenship behaviour (Décret portant sur la Gestion de l´Environnement et de Régulation de la Conduite des Citoyens et Citoyennes poru un Développement Durable).
	
	3
	
	(Law not available on Ecolex)
Article 20

The Ministry of the Environment is responsible for the coordination of the preparation and the implementation of the national environmental policy: 

c) It coordinates the preparation and submission of periodic reports on the state of the environment 

Article 71

Within a period no longer than three years, the government through the Ministry of Environment shall publish a report on the state of the Environment. The content shall be determined in agreement with the CONATE (National Council for Urban and Environment Management, Conseil Nacional pour l´Aménagement du Territoire et l´Environnement).

	Jamaica
	Natural Resources Conservation Authority Act
	1991
	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation.
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/jam8796.doc
	Nevertheless, it is provided in the Natural Resources Conservation Authority Act that:

Article 4. 

 (2) In performing the functions specified in subsection (1) the Authority (Conservation Authority)  may-

 (g) conduct seminars and training programmes and gather and disseminate information relating to environmental matters;

The Natural Resources Conservation Authority Act concerning Air Quality regulations (The Natural Resources Conservation Authority (Air Quality) Regulations, 2002) states the need to provide a report on air quality: 

Article 46.

National Inventory.

(1) It shall be the responsibility of the Emissions Authority to – (1)(c) Provide to the Minister an annual report containing information on air quality.

(2) The Minister shall lay a report referred to in paragraph (1)(c) on the table of the House of

Representatives at least once in every three years.

	St Kitts and Nevis
	
	
	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation
	
	

	St Lucia
	
	
	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation
	
	

	St Vincent and the Grenadines
	Environmental Health Services
	1991
	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation.
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/stv48944.pdf
	In spite of this absence, it was detected the allocation of competences with regard to the publishing of environmental information reports and wide diffusion in the Environmental Health Services Act N°14 of 1991. 

Functions of Environmental Division (Environmental Health Division of the Public Health Department). 

7. (1) the Division shall –

(a) Investigate problems and institute preventive and remedial measures in respect of environmental pollution, the management and disposal of solid, liquid and gaseous wastes, food and drink management, nuisances, rodents, insect pests and general sanitation.

(b) Conduct research, studies and monitoring programmes related to the matters in paragraph (a);

(c) Gather, collate, analyze, publish and disseminate information relevant to paragraph (a)


	Trinidad and Tobago
	Environmental Management Act
	2000
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/tri36766.pdf
	Annual report
14. (1) the chairman of the board shall no later than four months after the end of each calendar year submit to the minister an annual report which shall include the following:

a) An assessment on the state of the environment.

	Belize
	Environmental Protection Act, Chapter 328
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/blz6462.pdf
	However, there are some State bodies with responsibilities related to environmental research. 
The Environmental Protection Act, Chapter 328, (Revised Edition 2000), establishes: 

Part II Administration 

Article 4. 

Functions of the Department.

The powers, duties and functions of the Department “Department of the Environment” shall be to-: 

 (f) undertake surveys and investigations into the causes, nature, extent and prevention of pollution and to assist and co-operate with other persons or bodies carrying out similar surveys or investigations;

(g) conduct, promote, and co-ordinate research in relation to any aspect of environmental pollution or the prevention thereof , and to develop criteria for the protection and improvement of the environment;

 (k) provide information and education to the public regarding the importance of protection and improvement of the environment; 

 (l) undertake resource inventories, surveys and ecological analyses to obtain information on the social and bio-physical environment with special reference to environmentally sensitive areas and areas where development is already taking place or likely to take place;

 (r) provide decision-making with the necessary information so as to achieve long-term sustainable development; 
 (v) Monitor trends in the use of natural resources and their impact on the environment ;(…)

	Costa Rica
	Organic Law of the environment
Decree 31849*-MINAE, A General Regulation on the Procedures for EIA, 
	1996
2004
	1

	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/cos7804.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/cos77492.pdf
	Article 78. Functions

The functions of the National Environmental the following:

h) Prepare the annual report on the state of the environment in Costa Rica.
Arts, 3, 26, 47
Article 3º. Definitions. Environmental reports. Formal documents prepared chronologically by the head of the environmental activity, work or project, which reported the progress ... and given general situations in meeting the environmental commitments made.

	El Salvador
	Environmental Act
Decree 17* General Regulations of the Environment Act
	1998

2000
	2
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/els14872.doc

http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/els20374.pdf

	Decree N° 233, arts. 30 y 31.
Chapter V - Environmental Information.

Art. 31.

National Report on the State of the Environment. 

The Ministry (of Environment) will prepare every two years the National Report on the State of the Environment to be presented by the President of the Republic before the Nation

Art. 6. - It is up to SINAMAR: 
a. Coordinate and cross-sectoral activities to achieve the goals of environmental management, referred to in Art. 6, literal a) of the Act; 
b. Provide details for the development of the National Report of the State of the Environment of the country, according to the Arts. 30 and 31 of the Act, and 
c. Specifically those identified in the Act.

	Guatemala
	Government Order* No. 431-2007: Rules of evaluation, control and environmental monitoring. 

Agreement No. 404/04* - Manual of organization and functions of the Delegations of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources.
	2007

2004


	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/Gua4640.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gua79201.pdf

http://faolex.fao.org/docs/gua61738.doc



	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation. 

The National System of Environmental Information and Diffusion (Sistema Nacional de Información y Difusión Ambiental- SNIDA) constitutes the technological and procedural base to guide the integration and management of the environmental and natural resources information of the country, as well as the basic infrastructure of the systems of the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources of Guatemala. Some publications about the environmental profile of Guatemala (2004, 2006) were prepared by private educative institutions.
Title VIII deals with access to information and participation of the public in the elboration of instruments of environmental assessment. 

Chapter II defines the competences of national and local authorities as regards access to and dissemination of environmental information.

	Honduras*
	Environmental policy and law
Agreement 109 The General Rules of the Environment Law, 
	1993

1993
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/hon4880.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/hon42078.pdf
	Art 82: In its annual report to the national congress, the president of the republic shall inform the nation of the current state of affairs and present a foreseeable environmental assessment in relation to activities developed and the ones being planned.

Article 10 .- It is recognized as a right and duty of citizens, participation in all activities that tend towards the protection, preservation and restoration of environment and natural resources, running the state and its institutions. They also have the right to be informed about the state of the environment and natural resources. 
As a result of these rights, recognizing the prosecution in administrative and judicial matters for which punish those who pollute or degrade the environment and damage natural resources. 

Arts. 10, 88-91 
SECOND DIVISION 
Right to Participation and Information 
Article 88 .- The residents in their respective municipality have a duty and right to participate directly in all activities of defense and environmental preservation and rational use of natural resources in their respective municipality.

	Mexico
	General Law of the Ecological equilibrium and the Environmental Protection Art
Regulation of the Law of the ecological balance and environmental protection in terms of ecological zoning.
	1988
2003
	Biannual
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/mex5750.doc 
amended by

http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/mex69395.doc http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/mex64317.doc   

	Art. 159 bis 1

The Secretary of Environment, Natural Resources and Fisheries (Secretaría de Medio Ambiente, Recursos Naturales y Pesca)
 shall prepare and publish on a biannual basis a detailed report about the general situation of the environmental protection and ecological equilibrium in the country.
Article 62 creates an ecological information system within the general environmental information system set up under the General Law.

	Nicaragua*
	General Law On Environment and Natural Resources
Decree 9 Regulations of the General Law of Environmental and Resource naturals
	1996

1996
	Not Specified

2
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/nic7854.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/nic7856.htm
	It is not so clear the regularity and the scope of the SOE reporting obligation. However, the Environmental and Natural Resources Act, Ley N° 217, contains under the Title V concerning the National System of Environmental Information ( “Del Sistema Nacional de Información Ambiental”) the following provisions : 

Article 32.

The information of the National System of Environmental Information will be of public access and its periodic diffusion will be established, unless restrictions provided in other specific legislation.
Article32 .- 
Every 2 years from the year 1998, MARENA in collaboration with the National Environmental Information Network, will prepare the National Report on the State of the Environment, which must include among others: 
a) A description of the state of the country 
b) the relationship between social and economic development with the use of natural resources and ecosystem conservation in the context of sustainable development. 
c) Relation to the integration of environment into sectoral policy strategies of the country. 
d) quantitative and qualitative information on the status of natural resources. 
e) Information on the implementation of plans on land management and urban regulations and existing construction. 
f) Information on the characteristics of human activities that impact positively and negatively on the environment and the use of natural resources. 
g) Reports on the environmental quality of the country. 
h) technological and scientific advances. 
i) Information about the areas protected by law and changes in them from one period to another. 
j) Status of compliance with ratified international conventions on environmental and natural resources. 
k) Information on implementation of plans and specific projects related to the housing sector and Human Settlements. 
Article 33 .- 
The National Report on the State of the Environment will be covered by MIARENA.

	Panama
	Approving the Environmental Act and the creations of the National Authority for the Environment

Decree 83 National Environmental Policy
	1998
2007
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/pan14803.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/pan71965.pdf
	Law Nº 41, of 1 July 1998, Art. 7.15 y 7.16.

Title III Administrative organization of the State for Environmental Management, Chapter I: National Authority for the Environment. 

Article 7.

The following attributions are bestowed on the National Authority of the Environment:

15. To create, keep updated and accessible to the public databases with information about the environment and the sustainable use of the natural resources, through research and studies. To deliver information and to analyze it in order to provide technical advice and support to the National Environmental Council and environmental institutions at provincial, regional and district levels. 

 16. Prepare the annual report on environmental management and to present it to the Executive Branch body.
Article 1. General objective. Provide environmental information accessible and timely to support and facilitate decision-making in environmental management, and would enable the society as a whole know the state of the environment and the rational use of natural resources for their sustainable management.

	Argentina 
	Environmental Act 
Law No. 25,831* - System of free public access to environmental information. 

Resolution No. 1.125/01* - Creates the National Program on Impacts of Climate Change.       
	2002
2004

2001


	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/arg34592.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/arg43335.doc 
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/arg43611.doc 
	N° 25675/2002 (Ley General del Ambiente), Art. 18.

Article 18. 

The public authorities are in charge of providing information on the state of the environment and the effects that current and foreseen human activities may cause to it. 

The competent bodies of the Executive Branch will prepare an annual report about the state of the environment in the country which will be presented before the Parliament. The mentioned report will include an analysis and an assessment of the state of the environmental sustainability in the ecological, economical, social and cultural areas of the country
Article 3 recognizes the right of access to environmental information. Article 7 specifies the circumstances under which this right may be denied. 

The Sustainable Development and Environment Secretariat is in charge of the elaboration of a database concerning the state of the environment with particular regard to climate change.

	Bolivia
	Regulation on the Environmental Act 
Supreme Decree No. 25558* - Creates the Interagency Council on Climate Change.
	1992
1999
	5
	http://docs/texts/bol6919.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/bol28699.doc 
	Chapter V concerning the National Report on the State of the Environment. Nº 1333
Article 35.

The Ministry of Sustainable Development and the Environment (Desarrollo Sostenible y Medio Ambiente- MDSMA) shall prepare every five years, through the National System of Environmental Information the Report on the State of the Environment and shall present every year the report on the management. 

Article 36 establishes the content to include in the reports. 

Article 37 establishes that the Ministry shall promote the wide dissemination of the report
The Interinstitutional Council on Climate Change shall elaborate strategies and prompt the dissemination of information concerning climate change and its effects on the environment (art. 3).

	Brazil
	Federal Law 
	2003
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/bra69746.doc
	N° 10.650, Art. 8.

Article 8. The competent entities on environmental matters taking part of the Sisnama (National Environmental System -Sistema Nacional de Medio Ambiente)
 shall prepare and disseminate annual reports concerning the state of air and water quality and other environmental elements, according to prospective regulations

	Chile 
	Environmental Act
Decree No. 90* - Creates Council for Sustainable Development.
	2007
1998
	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation


	http://docs/texts/chi4873.dochttp://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/chi4873.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/chi21625.doc
	However, the Environmental Act, Law N° 19.300 providing the legal framework for environmental protection, as amended by law 20.173/2007 states that: 

Article 70. 

The Commission (The National Commission for the Environment- Comisión Nacional del Medio Ambiente)
 is competent to: 

c) Act as a consultative, analysis, communication and coordination body on subjects related with environmental protection;

d) Keep up a public national system of environmental information, organized and divided according to the different regions;

State of the Environment Reports are usually presented and published by public authorities
.  
The Council on Sustainable Development shall submit annually to the President  a report concerning the state of sustainable development at national level (art. 2). 

	Colombia
	Colombian Constitution Concerning the organization and the establishment of the Institute for the Hydrology, Meteorology and Environmental Studies

Decree 1600* on July 27 1994 
Concerning the National Environmental System (SINA) in relation to research and environmental information, arts. 1 and 2. 






Decree 1200* on the instruments for regional environmental planning, arts. 9 and 13 

Decree No. 1,200 - Regional environmental planning tools

	1994
1994

2004
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/Col9380.doc   
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/Col9377.doc  
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/col43442.doc 

	(Law not on Ecolex)
Decree 1277 of 21 June 1994,
Article 268. 

The following are part of the competences of the General Comptroller of the Republic: 

7. To present to the Parliament of the Republic an annual report on the state of natural resources and the environment. 

Article 6.

Annual Report.

The Institute for Hydrology, Meteorology and Environmental Studies (Instituto de Hidrología, Meteorología y Estudios Ambientales, IDEAM
) shall deliver to the Ministry of Environment an annual assessment on the state of the environment and the renewable resources, as well as recommendations and alternatives in order to achieve development in harmony with nature for the whole national territory. An educative version of this report shall be prepared for wide diffusion
Article 1. Environmental Information System. The Environmental Information System, includes the data, database statistics, information, systems, models, documentary information and literature collections and regulations and protocols governing the collection information management, and their interactions. The Environmental Information System will support the National Environmental System. 
Article 2. .. 2. Establish and promote programs for inventory, collection, storage, analysis and dissemination of information and variables that are defined as necessary to have an evaluation and follow up on the state of renewable natural resources and environment. 

ART. 13.-transitional Regime. The introduction of environmental information system for Colombia, SIAC, covered in Article 9 of this decree will be done in a phased manner in line with the developments to the effect that generates the Ministry of Environment, Housing and Territorial Development. Simultaneously and to harmonize the information systems nationally and regionally, the autonomous regional corporations should go to fuel their systems with minimal indicators and other developments in the SIAC.


	Ecuador
	Environmental Management Act
	1999
	Not Specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ecu19248.doc
	PART V 
Of Information and Environmental Monitoring 
Art. 39. - The institutions responsible for the management of natural resources, pollution control and environmental protection of the environment, set up on social participation, monitoring programs in the state environmental areas within its competence, these data will be sent to the Ministry's branch for his systematization, such information will be public.

	Guyana
	Environmental Protection Act.
	1996
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/guy39200.pdf
	PART II

Establishment and functions of the Agency

(3) In the exercise of its functions, the agency shall;

(d) Provide general information to the public on the state of the environment by regular reports produced at least annually.

	Paraguay
	Creation of the National Environmental System, the National Environmental Council and the Secretary of the Environment

	2000
	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation


	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/par28658.doc

	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation However, the law N° 1561/00, concerning the creation of the National Environmental System, the National Environmental Council and the Secretary of the Environment, establishes in the CHAPTER II concerning the mission, objectives and competences of the mentioned bodies, some provisions with regards to the National System of Environmental Information: 

Article 11
The SEAM main objectives are to formulate, coordinate, execute and supervise the environmental policy at national level. 

Article 12

The SEAM has the following attributions: l) (…) to organize and manage a National System of Environmental Information coordinated and in cooperation with public or private, national or foreign bodies whose objectives are related to planning, research, education and other purposes.
Title III lays down detailed provisions implementing the SEAM set up under Law No. 1561 of 2000.

	Peru 
	Environmental Act    
Law 28,245*, Framework of the National Environmental Management, ss. 4, 6, 35.
Supreme Decree 008*-2005-PCM, Rules of Law 28,245, ss. 23, 35, 43, 51, 72


	2004

2005


	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/per50183.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/per50184.doc
	(Law not in Ecolex)
N° 28611, Arts. 39, 45 y 85.3
In the Environmental Act there are several references to the preparation of information and reports on the State of the Environment. However, we could not detect further explanations concerning the mentioned reports than the provisions included below. 

Article 39

Concerning the information on the environmental expenditures and investments of the State. 

The Ministry of Economy and finances reports on the expenditures and the investment for the execution of environmental programs and public projects. Such information is included every year in the National Report on the State of the Environment. 
Article 45

Concerning the environmental statistics and the national accounts.

The State shall include in the National statistics the information about the state of the environment and its components. It shall be included, as well, the value of the Natural Wealth of the Nation and the level of degradation of the environment in the national accounts, and regular information about the increase and decrease affecting the environment shall be provided by the National Environmental Authority. 

TITLE III
Integration Of the Environmental Legislation, Chapter 1, Sustainable use of Natural Resources. 

Article 85

With regards to the natural resources and the role of the State
85.3 National Environmental Authority, in coordination with the sectorial environmental authorities and the decentralized bodies, prepares and updates regularly the inventory of the natural resources and the environmental services, establishing their adequate value.
Article 4 .- The functions of CONAM: 
I) Managing the National Environmental Information System, to develop and consolidate the information it generates and that gives the public and private sectors, recording, organizing, updating and disseminating. Periodically prepare the National Report on State of Environment in Peru; 
m) To drive the development of the Consolidated Report of the Exploitation of Natural Patrimony of the Nation, as laid down in the regulations of this Act; 
n) To drive the development of the National Biodiversity Strategy and coordinate the preparation of periodic reports on the subject; 
o) To drive the development of the National Strategy for Climate Change, and coordinate the preparation of periodic reports on the subject; 
Article 6 .- In the Instruments of Environmental Planning and Management 
... E) The development of the National Report on State of Environment in Peru; 

Article 35 .- The information about environmental damage or breach of environmental laws 
State entities will report to CONAM, under the responsibility of any damage or breach of environmental legislation of which have knowledge in fulfilling their duties. They must also inform, in due course, on actions that develop in the exercise of their functions and the result obtained. This information is entered in the National Report of the State of the Environment .- 

Article 23 .- The Role of the Board of CONAM .- Without prejudice to the functions of the Board of Directors approved CONAM Act in its creation and its regulations, the inside of SNGA: ... 
C. To approve the Plan and the National Environmental Agenda, the National Report of the State of the Environment and the National Plan for Environmental Land Management; 

Article 51 .- Environmental Management Tools .- The instruments for environmental management mechanisms are designed to enable the implementation of environmental policy. CONAM must ensure the cross and proper coordination of the implementation of these instruments. To that end, and without prejudice to other functions and powers established by law, the CONAM: ... 
e) Prepares the National Report on State of Environment in Peru; 
Article 72 .- Public Financing of environmental management .- The Ministry of Economy and Finance in coordination with CONAM produces an annual report on Public Spending on the environment, which is part of the Report on the State of the Environment Each public entity roles or responsibilities in environmental spending that will identify the place in environmental matters, as well as private environmental spending resulting from the fulfillment of obligations undertaken by individuals such as the Environmental Impact Assessment, or the PAMAS Plans Closure of activities.



	Suriname
	
	
	
	
	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation. At present, the National Institute for the Environment and Development in Suriname (NIMOS) is working on a Framework Act which will provide a broad and flexible framework for addressing environmental issues and for responding to changes in socio-economic and ecological parameters. This framework law will provide a basis and reference point for the coordination of sectorial activities and the rationalization and harmonization of existing sectorial regimes.

	Uruguay
	Environmental Protection 
	2000
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/uru23655.doc
	Article 12 
Act Nº 17.283

Annual Environmental Report. 

The Executive Branch, through the Ministry of Housing, Territorial Planning and Environment, will prepare, on an annual basis, a national report about the environmental situation, which shall contain systematized and well supported information, organized by thematic areas.  

The report mentioned will be send by the Executive Branch to the General Assembly (National Parliament), to the regional Parliament (Congreso de Intendentes) and the Department Governments (Gobiernos Departamentales). The report shall be disseminated and widely diffused and some of the copies will remain in the Ministry in order to be accessible to interested public.

	Venezuela 
	Environmental Act
	2006
	It was not detected any SOE reporting obligation
	
	(Law not available in ecolex)
Environmental Act (Ley Orgánica del Ambiente), No. 5.833 of December 2006 refers to the Environmental Information Register as follows: 

Article 66

The National Environmental Authority shall establish and keep up a Register of Environmental Information which shall contain biophysical, economical and social data, as well as legal information related to the environment. The data included in the register is of public access and whenever they are of public interest, they shall be disseminated regularly through efficient means. 

Article 67

Scope of the Environmental Information Register

The Register mentioned in the article above shall consider at least the following aspects: 

1. The inventories of the environmental systems. 

2. The inventories of the water resources. 

3. The inventory of the soil resources. 

4. The inventories of the biological diversity and its components. 

5. The forest inventories.

6. The inventories of the watersheds and river basins.

7. The inventory of the sources of emission of soils, air and water pollution. 

8. The information about areas under special management. 

9. The information about hydrometeorology and hydrogeology.

10. The legal information of current environmental laws, decrees and resolutions.  

11. Cartographic information.

12. Information on the habitat and territories of indigenous communities and peoples adequately defined. 

13. Others, as long as they are of interest for the environmental management and the achievement of the sustainable development.

	North America
	
	
	
	
	

	Canada
	Canadian Environmental Protection Act
	1999
	Not specified
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/can23763.doc
	Environmental Data and Research

Monitoring, research and publication

44. (1) The Minister shall 

(f) publish, arrange for the publication of or distribute through an information clearing-house 

(i) information respecting pollution prevention, pertinent information in respect of all aspects of environmental quality, and

(ii) a periodic report on the state of the Canadian environment

	United States of America
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	West Asia
	
	
	
	
	

	Bahrain
	Reorganizing the General Authority for the Protection of Marine Wealth, Environment and Wildlife.
	2005
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/bah72257.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	(Available in Arabic)


	Kuwait
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/kuw8852.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	(Available in Arabic)

	Oman
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/oma44700.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	(Available in Arabic)

	Qatar
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex

	Saudi Arabia
	
	
	
	
	(No matches found on Ecolex)

	United Arab Emirates
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/uae67811.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	(Available in Arabic)

	Yemen
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/yem46546.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	(Available in Arabic)

	Iraq
	Protection and Improving the Environment
	1997
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/irq14053.pdf
	Chapter 4-Council of protecting improving the environment
Article 12

The department shall practice the following:

17) Preparing the annual report for the condition of the environment.

	Jordan
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/jor70738.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	(Available in Arabic)

	Lebanon
	
	
	
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/leb37678.pdf(Possible link to relevant law for translation)
	(Available in Arabic)

	Syrian Arab Republic
	Environmental Affairs Law No 50
	2002
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/syr63021E.doc
	Article 10:

Authorities and tasks of the General Manager:

3.
By the end of each year. He shall submit a general report on the environmental situation in the Syrian Arab Republic.

	Undefined
	
	
	
	
	

	Serbia and Montenegro
	Environmental Protection Law
	2004
	1
	http://faolex.fao.org/docs/doc/srb82364.doc 
	Article 76.

The Government shall submit a yearly report on the environmental situation to the Parliament, and this report will be published in the Official Gazette.

	Timor-Leste
	
	
	
	
	No Laws Identified on Ecolex


*-Laws translated using Google translate

 The Secretary is under the Executive Branch of the Federal Government and is the competent body on environmental protection at this level.
2Por la cual se dicta la Ley General del Ambiente y se Crea la Autoridad Nacional de Ambiente.

3Acuña, Guillermo; presentation on the access to information in the V Latinamerican Regional Training Course In Environmental Law And Policies, May 2008.

4Por el cual se organiza y establece el Instituto de Hidrología, Meteorología y Estudios Ambientales -IDEAM-
5Acuña, Guillermo; presentation on the access to information in the V Latinamerican Regional Training Course in Environmenal Law and Policies, May 2008.
6Por el cual se organiza y establece el Instituto de Hidrología, Meteorología y Estudios Ambientales -IDEAM-.
7The Institute is a national public institution which belongs to the Ministry of Environment. The Institute is autonomous, is bestowed with legal capacity and independent estate. One of its mains functions is to provide environmental knowledge and information required by the Ministry of Environment and other bodies of the National Environmental System (Sistema Nacional Ambiental -SINA-).

PART 2

As there is quite a deal of variation in the various acts to the types of assessment and reporting, the following table aims to present an overview of this variation by classifying countries under specific keywords garnered from the extracts.

Report on the state of the environment.

· Australia

· Japan

· Mongolia

· Afghanistan

· Bhutan

· Pakistan

· Solomon Islands

· Vanuatu

· Ethiopia

· Kenya

· Uganda

· Lesotho

· Malawi

· South Africa

· Swaziland

· United Republic of Tanzania

· Zimbabwe

· Gambia

· Liberia

· Mauritius

· Sierra Leone

· Hungary

· Romania

· Slovakia

· Slovenia

· Azerbaijan

· Belarus

· Georgia

· Finland

· Germany

· Malta

· Haiti

· Trinidad and Tobago

· Costa Rica

· El Salvador

· Bolivia

· Chile

· Colombia

· Guyana

· Canada

· Bulgaria (Status of the environment)

Plus all countries that signed the Aarhus convention without environmental laws on reporting the state of the environment of their own.

Monitoring the environment

· New Zealand

· Kazakhstan

· Tajikistan

· Turkmenistan

· Uzbekistan

· Latvia

· Lithuania

· The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

· Ukraine

· Belize

· Ecuador

· St Vincent and the Grenadines

Quality of the environment

· Malaysia
· Thailand
· Palau
· Republic of Moldova
· Ireland
· Sweden
· Antigua and the Barbados
· Brazil
Environmental protection

· Democratic People's Republic of Korea

· Sri Lanka

· Lao People's Democratic Republic

· Marshall Islands

· Seychelles

· Mexico

Environmental Pollution, Situation, Management, Sustainability and Condition

· Bangladesh

· India

· China

· Republic of Korea

· Egypt

· Albania

· Uruguay

· Iraq

· Syrian Arab Republic

· Serbia and Montenegro

· Panama

· Argentina

Environmental reports and Information

· Indonesia

· Viet Nam

· Jamaica

· Guatemala

· Paraguay

· Venezuela

Other terms

· Kyrgyzstan- State Ecological Appraisals

· Cambodia- Assess the environment impacts on natural resources

· Philippines- Annual National Air Quality Status Report

· Kiribati- Promote the study of the environment through research, surveys, listing and classification

· Austria- Establishes that the Federal Minister for the Environment, Youth and Family Affairs shall set up an environmental data catalogue.

· Switzerland- Whoever intends to plan, construct or modify an installation subject to environmental impact assessment shall have to report it to the competent authority.

� All countries under this act had signed the Aarhus convention. They however had no laws of their own on State of the environment or the law was not available on Ecolex or there was a problem on translation.


� The Secretary is under the Executive Branch of the Federal Government and is the competent body on environmental protection at this level.  


� Por la cual se dicta la Ley General del Ambiente y se Crea la Autoridad Nacional de Ambiente.


� Acuña, Guillermo; presentation on the access to information in the V Latinamerican Regional Training Course In Environmental Law And Policies, May 2008.


�Por el cual se organiza y establece el Instituto de Hidrología, Meteorología y Estudios Ambientales -IDEAM-





�Acuña, Guillermo; presentation on the access to information in the V Latinamerican Regional Training Course in Environmenal Law and Policies, May 2008.


� Por el cual se organiza y establece el Instituto de Hidrología, Meteorología y Estudios Ambientales -IDEAM-.


� The Institute is a national public institution which belongs to the Ministry of Environment. The Institute is autonomous, is bestowed with legal capacity and independent estate. One of its mains functions is to provide environmental knowledge and information required by the Ministry of Environment and other bodies of the National Environmental System (Sistema Nacional Ambiental -SINA-).
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