Dolphins and Porpoises  
River species of dolphins are considered under the most immediate threat.  The Yangtze River dolphin or baiji Lipotes vexillifer is classed as critically endangered but there are no accurate records of the exact numbers in existence.  The baiji’s habitat is threatened by increasing development along the Yangtze River and other human activities such as overfishing and pollution are adding to its demise.  The Indus River dolphin Platanista minor, thought to number only a few hundred, and the Ganges River dolphin Platanista gangetica, numbers unknown, are both on the endangered species list.   They are also severely affected by development, pollution and fishing activities.  The boto, or Amazon River dolphin Inia geoffrensis, is the most abundant river dolphin species.  Its density varies across a wide geographical range, which encompasses both the Amazon and Orinoco River basins of South America.  Although found in greater numbers than its Asian counterparts it is still thought to be vulnerable to human-induced habitat change and incidental fishing mortality.
Another cetacean threatened by the problems of habitat destruction along the Yangtze River is a subpopulation of the finless porpoise Neophocaena phocaenoides which is classed as endangered.  Insufficient information exists as to the numbers in other parts of its range. 
The freshwater subpopulation of the Irrawaddy dolphins Orcaella brevirostris in the Mahakam river in Indonesia is known to be critically endangered because there are less than 50 mature individuals in existence.  Threats come from gillnet entanglement and vessel strikes as well as the illegal capture for display purposes in a new oceanarium.  No conservation measures have been formally implemented, but efforts are being made to establish local conservation areas.

Hector’s dolphin Cephalorhynchus hectori is endemic to New Zealand waters with a total abundance of about 3-4,000 individuals.   This species has recently received an endangered status and with numbers possibly fewer than 100 the North Island subpopulation is critically endangered.  The main threat to Hector’s dolphin is entanglement in gillnets and a marine reserve was established in an attempt to reduce these accidental catches.  

Striped Stenella coeruleoalba and spinner Stenella longirostris dolphins are thought to be fairly abundant overall but certain subpopulations have been heavily exploited.  Pollution and the incidental catch by fisheries are the major threat to dwindling stocks of striped dolphins in the Mediterranean.  This species is also targeted in a large drive fishery off Japan where several thousand are taken each year.  The number of spinner dolphins have been severely depleted by the practice of tuna purse seine fishery in the tropical Pacific.

The vaquita Phocoena sinus, a porpoise endemic to the Gulf of California, is estimated to have a total population of no more than a few hundred animals.  It is considered to be critically endangered because of its restricted distribution, small population size and incidental catches in fishing nets.  The harbour porpoise Phocoena phocoena is found in cold temperate and sub-arctic waters of the Northern Hemisphere.  There are no comprehensive estimates of total population numbers but the vulnerable status of this coastal species is probably due to pollution, entanglement in nets and habitat alteration.  In contrast the Dall's porpoise Phocoenoides dalli is found in deeper water but although at a lower risk and dependent on conservation measures it is still threatened by human activity.  It has been extensively hunted off the coast of Japan and even with the Japanese government attempting to regulate this directed fishery the thousands caught accidentally in drift nets each year has led to continued depletion of stocks.

