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household size is more than nine members. Married sons and daughters and their children, also live with
some of the settler families. As the numbers of school-age children increase there will be a need to
provide a community school at the scheme, particularly if the planned 120 families are settled.

Leadership and social structure at the scheme

The settlers have established a committee at the Atolls Resettlement scheme which is responsible
for village affairs and the well-being of the atoll settlers. There are three representatives from the
Carteret islanders and others will be added from the recently arrived Nissan group.

The village committee usually meets with the project co-ordinator to bring up proposals and
problems faced by the settlers. The project co-ordinator also meets with the church leaders and clan
leaders to discuss the progress of the settlers. The clan leader is 2 member of the village committee and is
the spokesman for the villagers in meetings. Any proposal brought forward by the settlers is taken by the
project co-ordinator to the provincial Atolls Resettlement Committee for consideration and possible
implementation.

E tion

The children from the nine Carteret families who enrolled at the Manetai Catholic community
school had to become used to walking along the main highway six km to and from the school. The
children were not familiar with the experience of taking part in large classes and group sports and
recreational activities. The older women were unfamiliar with the idea of adult education and since their

arrival, a DPI nutritionist has begun visiting the settlement to teach the mothers and young women about
food and nutrition.

Housing

Living in the transit houses which had corrugated iron roofs and other introduced building
materials was a strange experience for most families and, as some settlers pointed out, they were very
frightened the first time they heard heavy rain beating on the roof.

In their new village, building houses on posts and making use of timber for walls and flooring was
an unfamiliar task for most male settlers as wood was scarce on the atolls. The village houses are made
of local materials, with sago leaves used for roofing and walls, and timber for the flooring. Six toilets
were provided at the transit houses but once the settlers moved to their own houses on the permanent site,
they were expected to build their own toilets. At the time of our visit, this had not yet been done,
although some settlers had dug holes in preparation for the construction of toilets.

Health
A major change has been in the health of the children. When the families arrived, many of the'
children showed signs of malnutrition. The aid post records and the comments of the settlers indicate that

the children are now much healthier. One settler stated that -

We are now really happy because the health of our children has improved greatly and this
is another reason why we are not going back to the Carteret Islands. This is our new home,

Living away from the sea

An important change in the lives of the settlers has been that they have settled in an area which is
some distance from the sea. Instead of fishing they are now spending most of their time gardening and
improving their village. Some men have plans to build canoes and begin fishing but this will depend on
whether nearby villages give them fishing rights. At the moment they do not fish very often so there are
no immediate problems relating to access.
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Economic activities

The Carteret settlers do not have any cash crops as yet: cocoa, poultry, pig and vegetable
production will be the settler’s source of income, as planned by the North Solomons Provincial
Government.

At the time of our visit, there were no shops or other economic activities within the Atoll
Resettlement Scheme. Most of the settlers interviewed stressed that they would like to have a source of
income as soon as possible. Some stated that the North Solomons Provincial Government was planning
to provide the settlers with blocks of land at Mabiri so that they could grow cocoa.

A trade store business had been proposed by the Carteret Island group but had been delayed due to
the lack of business knowledge and skills to manage the store. Most of the settlers are unfamiliar with

any type of business operation so if this project is started without adequate help from business
development officers, it seems likely to fail.

Other social changes

The payment of bride price is unfamiliar in the tradition of the Carteret people and some tension
recently occurred when a male member of a Carteret family married a girl from a nearby village and her
family demanded bride price.

The Community Centre (which was near completion) will be important as it will provide a focal
point and meeting place where provincial government, DPI extension, health and other government
officers can meet with the settlers regardless of the weather. It is also to be used for church, youth and
women’s activities and settlement meetings.

Family food gardens

The total area under food garden cultivation at the settlement is about 3.5 ha and this has been
developed by the nine households in less than a year, while they were also settling in to their new
environment and building their homes. The tools used in cultivating the food gardens are forks, spades,
bush knives, shovels and axes.

The food crops grown in these gardens are mainly for consumption and not for sale. In cultivating
these gardens the families have faced tasks which were not familiar to them. Most families had never
used tools such as spades, forks, and hoes. Some unfamiliar crops such as sweet potato, cassava, new
varieties of taro, banana and new types of green vegetables, were unfamiliar to the settlers.

In addition, the mounding and holing methods of planting were unfamiliar to the settlers. It was
their first experience of making sweet potato mounds using a hoe and using a fork to harvest sweet potato
tubers from the soil. Garden size or areas are much larger than those on the Carteret Islands. Moreover,
they have had to clear the bush and fell big trees using axes. One Carteret settler told us that -

Back in the Carteret islands we don’t have big trees like these ones at the settlement. Now
we have to clear the bush and cut down the tropical rainforest which is a very difficult task
and for some of us it is our first time to do this job.

The roles of family members in gardening have also been changed, men now carry out some
garden preparation tasks which used to be done by women. The small undergrowth within the clear land
is cleared by the husband, wife and older children of the family. This is followed by males, usually the
husband and older sons, clearing the forest trees which is a heavy job. The females help by cutting small
branches off the fallen forest trees using bush knives. After clearing the land, mounds are made for sweet
potato and cassava, holes for taro, chinese taro, banana suckers, coconut and sago. These tasks are
carried out by both men and women with the females planting the food crops. Garden maintenance such
as weeding and ‘earthing up’ of exposed tubers or corms is done by both sexes and both males and
females harvest the food crops.
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It is not customary for the settler families tc help each other in garden work and house building;
work is usually carried out as a household unit (this reflects the social structure described for the Carteret
society in 1964).

Increased diversity in food crop production

It was interesting to observe that the varieties of food crops grown in the resettlement area are
much more diverse than to those grown on the atolls. This is shown in Table 1.

While some of the ‘new’ crops had occasionaliy been grown cn the Carterets, many were totally
unknown. It was clear that the settlers (and particularly the women) were happy to try out new food
crops. Fruit trees and flowers were also planted outside the garden plots, in and around the houses.
Settlers commented that many root crops and fruits were much larger than those grown on'the islands.

Number of garden plots and overall area cultivated

Each household selected thewr own garden sites and decided on the number of garden plots to be
cultivated. There was great variation in the number of plots cultivated and the total area per household
(Table 2). In addition, small patches of taro and fruit trees were planted near and around the houses. The
number of garden plots per household ranged from one to five and the total area cultivated per household
from approximately 1,330 to 7,070 m2. Most gardens contained several food crops although some small
mono-crop plots were observed (Figures 7 and 8).
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Table 1. Comparison of crops grown on the Carterat Islands 24 and at the Atoills Resettlement Scheme

Carteret Islands Atoll Resettlement Scheme
Banana Banana

Breadfruit Breadfruit

Cassava (occasionally) (Cassava

Chingese taro Chinese taro

Coconut Coconut

Green vegetables(limited) Green vegetables
Pawpaw Pawpaw

Taro Taro

Less familiar crops now grown by settlers include:
Amaranthus
Chinese taro
Ginger
Maize
Peanut
Pineapple
Sugar cane
Sweet potato
Tomato
Yam

(In addition to many new varieties of leafy vegetables, tobacco, bamboo and betelnut pulms are
also planted by the Carteret settlers.)

The amount of time and energy expended by settler households on developing faed gardens varied
greatly. Sone clearly followed the patterns estahlished at home of developing » number of smaller
gardens while others seized the opportunity to garden a much larger area than would have been possible
on the atolls. The gardeiss of households D ard G are illustrated to show the variation in garden plots
{Figures 7 and R).

Future needs and possible problems

Most of the problems raised by the settlers concern long term needs. They want a school to be
built at the settlement; a road to the beach; fishinig rights; and involvement in cash crop production so as
to earn some cash income, rather ther: relying so much or ‘wantoks’. They are concerned about the need
for a clean water supply but tne well which was under construction at the time of our visit and the
planred communa! water tank should cater for future needs in this regard.

Although many parents were happy about the marked improvement in their children’s health and
nufritional status, it seemed that the diet was hased largely on quantity rather than quality. The settlers
were obviously getting enough (or even excess) starchy foods and some greens from their food gardens,
but inadequate amounts of protein were the main problem. Some of the older men we interviewed
expressed concern about the 'ack of protein and a few families were beginning to raise chickens (free-
range). If the proposed poultry and piggery projects eventuate, these will be very important sources of
protein as well as a possible cash income. In addition the settlers come from a community heavily
dependent on marine resources (fish) for food. Fish would supplement their protein diet if they were
guaranteed fishing rights at their new settlemeit.



=266 -

Table Z. Number and size cf settler gardens

Household Size Number Total area
(m2) of plots (m2)
A 570
760 2 1,330
B 1,900 1 1,900
C 2,850 1 2,850
D 300 3
380
2,530 3,21C
E 620
1,070
1,780 3 3,470
F 3,650 1 3,650
G 1,060
1,360
2,230 3 4,650
H 2,800
3,750 2 6,550
I 180
220
1,570
1,900
3,200 5 7,070
Total 21 34,680 (3.47 ha)

Vegetables (especially aibika and cabbages) were affected by giant African Snails and no control
measures seem to have been taken so this may become a serious problem in the future. P:roblems with
pests, as well as problems of decline in soil fertility discussed earlier, in our report, need to be considered
at this time before the number of settlers increases and the problem worsens.

From our observations and interviews it was clear that the settlers have worked hard and their
gardens are much larger than the gardens they cultivated back in the Carteret Islands. They are continuing
to clear the tropical rain forest towards the beach to grow more crops and the average garden size for each
household is likely to increase over the next few years.

Oppertunities to generate income will become increasingly important in order to pay for items
such as school fees and to improve the general welfare of the settlers. At this stage, school fees are often
met by ‘wantoks’ and working relatives. Small projects such as trade stores, and pig, chicken and
vegetable production have been proposed as well as the future development of the 1,000 ka block of land
allocated for cash cropping at Mabiri. This land is however 30 km from the seitlement, so relocation of
some of the settlers or a regular form of transportation will have to be considered if they are t© make full
use of the land for economic purposes.
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Most settlers want o be involved in the cash economy and do appreciate help from extension
officers but, from their point of view, this aspect is not being emphasised by the provincial government.

The settlers say that at present they do not facz any problems with nearby villages. Future
relations are hard to predic:, population increases and involvement in the cash economy may affect the
relationship of settlers with surrounding villages. In addition conflict may arise between different atoll
groups, particulariy i’ population increases put pressure ¢n available gardening land.

Overall, we noted that the ninie families in the smal! Carteret village were very happy. They have
built house., planted flowers and fruit trees around the village and established large food gardens. The
families that we interviewed told us that they felt it was their new home and that they are much better off
than when they lived back on the Carterets. They have plenty to eat and their children are healthier than
before so they are determined to make a permanent home on the scheme, despite their longing for the
familiar environment and their relatives on thz atolls.

After a long period of struggle with the problem of food shortage and the pressures of their new
environment the families are now pleased with what they produce. They are fuil of hope and
determination and this is evident from the increasing size of food gardens that they are cultivating,

One must not be too optimistic at this time as it is proposed that families from Nissan, Tasman and
Mortlock Islands will settle at the same site and in future there may be problems, due to land shortage for
food gardens. As the population increases, the consequent danger of a decline in soil fertility is likely to
become important. It will be some time before these prablems occur so, for the moment, the settlers are
convinced that they have made the right decision to leave the Carteret Islands and make a new home at
the Atolls Reseitlement Scheme.

THE CARTERET EXPERIENCE: MOVING INTQ THE CASH ECONOMY

The general lack of defined economic opportunities and or any government action regarding the
acquisition of additional land for cocos and copra production continued throughout 1986. Two social
work stucents stayed on the project site in August 1986 and reporied that although most settlers were still
pleased that they could grow garden produce they were becoming more aware of the limited nature of
these activities and of their continuing dependency on the project co-ordinator for advice and on reiatives
working in Arawa and elsewhere for financial assistance.

The setiiers expressed their concern about the delay of planned, community economic activities
which are to include a fishing project to be operated by Nissan Island settlers; a trade store project which
is to be operated by the Carteret Island settlers, and the Mabiri cocoa and copra project. The settlers
mentioned that from the time they settled in they were told they would be involved in these projects but
since that time they have not been informed of any progress (August & Kalamoroh, field report, 1986).

Women at the Scheme were now much miore interested in commencing some sort of club and in
organising both social and economic activities. They felt in need however, of assistance from adult
education and women’s activities officers and lacked the confidence to take the initiative themselves.
The view was expressed again and again that withou: more contact from extension workers they felt lost
and it was clear that on the Provincial Government side the initial enthusiasm to assist the settlers to
adapt io a new environraent had lost momentum.

When I last visited the project in September 1987, two of the original settler families had returned
‘home’ to the Carteret Isiands because they were frustrated with the long delays in finalising land for
cocoa and copra production at Mabiri. One settler toid me that people were afraid they would lose their
rights tc the little land that was available on the izlands znd ultirnately be left without land rights at all.
While he could see that eventuaily they would have to leave the islands and that it was better w© put
pressure on the Provincial Governmerit to take immediate action to secure agricultural land for cash crop
development, others had hecomne tired of waiting. Waiting in 2 sense, just as they had waited back on the
Carterets for the Atolls Enterprise to come bringing supplies.







































