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Introduction
1. According to paragraph 1 of article 9 of the constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN), the Conference shall hold its ordinary sessions once every two or three years. In view of this, the kind offer of the Government of the Congo to host the eleventh session of AMCEN was accepted by AMCEN at its tenth session held on 29 and 30 June 2004 in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahariya and by the AMCEN Bureau at its eighteenth meeting, held in Tripoli on 29 and 30 January 2005. 

2. Pursuant to that offer by the Government of the Congo, it has been agreed that the eleventh session of AMCEN will be held in Brazzaville from 22 to 26 May 2006. The session will consist of an Expert Group segment from 22 to 24 May 2006 and a ministerial segment on 25 and 26 May 2006. 

3. In this connection, at its twentieth meeting, which was held in Tripoli, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 2 and 3 February 2006, the AMCEN Bureau considered and adopted a provisional agenda for the ministerial segment of the eleventh session, which is contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/11/1. The provisional agenda for the Expert Group segment, which is contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/1, was prepared on the basis of that agenda, subsequent to that meeting of the Bureau.  
4. A few weeks before the opening of the eleventh session, the secretariat will distribute an information note contained in UNEP/AMCEN/11/INF.1. A complete list of the documents which have been prepared for the eleventh session of AMCEN is provided in Annex 1 to the present document. 

I. Objectives and overview of the Expert Group segment 
5. The main objective of the eleventh session of AMCEN is to provide a platform for environment ministers to review the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) in order to give guidance to enhancing its implementation and to reflect on how to handle emerging environmental initiatives in Africa in the context of the region’s quest for achieving Millennium Development Goal 7, aimed at ensuring environmental sustainability. In addition, the ministers will hold policy dialogue on financing environmental programmes at the country, subregional and regional levels and examine linkages between AMCEN and the African Union Commission.

6. The Expert Group will bring to the attention of ministers selected topical issues for their deliberation. Ministers will be invited to exchange views on expanding the cooperation between AMCEN and China relating to environmental protection that is being administered by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). They will also be invited to dwell on the future status and role of AMCEN, taking into account the established and evolving structures of the African Union and the initial measures taken to consolidate the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative into the overall NEPAD process. 

7. In considering follow-up processes to the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD, the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building and other emerging issues, ministers will be invited to assess the progress made since the second Partners’ Conference on the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD, held in Dakar, Senegal, on 15 and 16 March 2005 and the status of the project on capacity-building approved by AMCEN at its tenth session held in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004. In the light of the assessment, they will review some of the policy, advocacy and programmatic measures of the Conference, including: environmental law; regional and multilateral environmental agreements in Africa; poverty and environment; environment and health; environmental assessment; capacity‑building; disaster risk reduction; the Great Green Wall for the Sahara Initiative; and sustainable consumption and production in Africa. 

8. The ministers will also consider the status and use of the AMCEN trust fund. The available records show that the rate at which member States have been contributing to the fund has remained rather slow, hampering the effective implementation of AMCEN decisions. There is, therefore, an urgent need for ministers to make critical assessments and give further guidance as to how contributions to the trust fund can be enhanced.

9. AMCEN sessions have traditionally been funded mainly by donors – in particular by the Government of Norway and UNEP in recent years. The over-reliance of AMCEN on development partners to fund the Conference’s sessions is unsustainable. There is, therefore, a need to enhance efforts to mobilize additional resources in line with decision 8 adopted by AMCEN at its ninth session, relating to resource mobilization and the state of the general trust fund.

10. Three reports will be launched at the eleventh session: the second Africa Environment Outlook report, the Africa Environment Outlook for Youth report and a report on the history of AMCEN from 1985 to 2005. 
11. The Conference will consider for adoption the final draft of the revised AMCEN constitution (UNEP/AMCEN/11/5) which was revised pursuant to the recommendations of ministers at the eighth session of the Conference, held in Abuja, Nigeria, endorsed at the ninth session, held in Kampala, Uganda, and referred for further consultation at the tenth session, held in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

12. The Conference will adopt decisions reflecting its discussions under the various items on its agenda.

II. Items of the provisional agenda

Item 1: Opening of the expert segment of the meeting

13. The representative of the President of AMCEN from the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, will chair the Expert Group segment and the representative of the Vice-President of the AMCEN Bureau from Sudan will serve as Rapporteur.

14. The AMCEN Bureau currently comprises the following members:

1. President: Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

2. Vice-Presidents: Central African Republic, Mali, Namibia 

3. Rapporteur: Sudan

15. Representatives of United Nations agencies, the African Union, the NEPAD secretariat, the subregional economic communities of Africa, the African Development Bank and other bilateral and multilateral partners and civil society organizations are expected to attend the session. 

16. The representative of the President of AMCEN will make opening remarks.

17. A list of documents for the session can be found in annex I to the present document.

Item 2: Organizational matters

18. The participants at the Expert Group segment of the eleventh session of AMCEN will have before them a provisional agenda (UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/1) to consider for adoption. A work programme for the meeting is contained in annex II to the present document.

1. Election of officers

19. Consistent with the provisions of the AMCEN constitution and existing rules of procedure, the Expert Group segment will be conducted under the auspices of the Bureau of the tenth session. Therefore, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya will chair the segment and Sudan will act as Rapporteur. The vice‑presidents will be Central African Republic, Mali and Namibia. 

20. Regional consultations will be encouraged for the election of office bearers for the next biennium. The elections will be aimed at filling the posts of President and Rapporteur. Southern African countries are to elect the President of AMCEN from their subregion and the twelfth session of AMCEN is to be hosted by a member State of AMCEN from that subregion. A vice‑president will be elected from each of the remaining regions. A breakdown of the office‑bearers since 1985 will be circulated and may be used in consideration of this sub-item.

2. Adoption of the agenda and the programme of work

21. The Expert Group may wish to adopt its agenda and work programme on the basis of the provisional agenda as contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/1 and annex II to the present document.

22. In addition, the Expert Group may wish to establish working groups, as indicated in document UNEP/AMCEN/11/INF/1. Experts will be invited to join any such groups and to make their choice known to the secretariat by the close of the first day.

Item 3: Consideration of the report of the secretariat

23. The AMCEN secretariat will present its report to the meeting. This report, contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/11/EGM/3, covers issues such as the status of implementation of the decisions taken at various relevant meetings, including the tenth session of AMCEN, held in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, in June 2004, the meeting of the Inter-Agency Technical Committee, held in Accra, Ghana, on 29 September 2005 and the second Partners’ Conference on the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD, held in Dakar, Senegal, on 15 and 16 March 2005. The report also covers the status of other activities undertaken during the reporting period, major activities initiated by the President of AMCEN during the intersessional period and the participation of the AMCEN secretariat in activities related to the programme of work for the 2004–2006 biennium.

Item 4: Implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development

24. Reports will be presented on the status of implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD, including the work programme of AMCEN for the biennium 2004–2006, (document UNEP/AMCEN/11/3/Add.1) and on the second Partners’ Conference on the implementation of the action plan (document UNEP/AMCEN/11/INF.2). The following selected priority issues that Africa faces in the context of the implementation of the action plan will be considered: policy and advocacy; capacity-building; desertification; post-conflict environmental assessment and environmental security; poverty and environment; environmental impact assessment; climate issues; biological diversity; chemicals; sustainable production and consumption; invasive alien species; multilateral and regional environmental agreements; and health and environment issues. It is worth noting that the work programme of AMCEN is an integral part of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD.

Item 5: Consideration of the draft indicative work programme of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment for the biennium 2007–2008 

25. The draft indicative work programme of AMCEN for the biennium 2007–2008, contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/4, will be presented for consideration. It is noteworthy that one of the main objectives of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD is to complement the relevant African processes, including the work programme of the revitalized AMCEN, with a view to improving environmental conditions in Africa to contribute to the achievement of economic growth and poverty eradication.
Item 6: Consideration of some environmental issues of particular importance to Africa 

26. The document on some environmental issues of particular relevance to Africa (UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/5), which includes some policy recommendations from the second Africa Environment Outlook process as a supplementary annex, will be used as a background document to guide discussions on this agenda item. The outcome of the deliberations will be submitted to the ministerial segment.

Item 7: Consideration of the second draft revised constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment
27. In its decision 4, adopted at its ninth session, AMCEN decided that the secretariat should recruit a consultant or consultants to work further on the revised constitution, guided by the initial comments in the preambular paragraphs of the decision. The revised constitution prepared pursuant to that decision was circulated in Sirte in June 2004. Upon the request of AMCEN at its tenth session, this document was re-circulated to the member States of AMCEN for a second round of in-country consultations. The latest draft of the revised constitution will be presented for consideration and is contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/11/5.
Item 8: Status of the general trust fund for the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment
28. It is well known that the implementation of the AMCEN programme of work has been constrained by very limited financial resources. The AMCEN trust fund was designed to remedy that situation. Although more countries have made contributions to the fund since the ninth session, the rate of payment by member States remains slow. A report on the status of the trust fund, contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/11/5/Add.1, will be presented to guide the discussion under this agenda item. 

Item 9: Implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building

29. The Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building , which was adopted by the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum at its twenty-third session in February 2005, is an intergovernmental agreed approach to strengthen technology support and capacity‑building in developing countries and countries with economies in transition. In furtherance to this decision, a pilot project involving six African countries was initiated in the latter part of 2005. A brief presentation will be made on this agenda item. The item will be discussed briefly and submissions will be made to the ministerial segment. 

Item 10: Second Africa Environment Outlook report

30. The experts will have before them the second Africa Environment Outlook report prepared by the secretariat. The report will, among other things, make policy recommendations for the attention of African countries. The experts will also be given an update on the activities of the African Environment Information Network.

Item 11: Adoption of the report of the Expert Group segment
31. The Rapporteur will present an overview of the report of the segment, including the draft decisions, and request that the report be considered for adoption under the guidance of the Chair of the Expert Group segment.

32. The Chair will invite the experts to make comments on the draft report. Only comments of substance will be considered and these must, of necessity, be submitted to the Rapporteur in writing.

33. The Chair will request that the report be adopted in principle on the understanding that the finalization of the report will be entrusted to the secretariat, which will be produced in English and French.

Item 12: Other matters

34. Major issues of interest not included in the agenda will be discussed. 

35. It is proposed that any Government that introduces any other matter should be in a position to provide the secretariat with a copy of a background document for circulation during the session. Such a text would be available in English only. Should there be need for a decision to be taken, a draft text would also be made available, in English only.

Item 13: Closure of the segment
36. The Chair will invite the Director of the UNEP Regional Office for Africa to make his concluding remarks before he declares the segment closed.
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Annex II

Programme of work for the Expert Group segment, 22–24 May 2006

	Sunday, 21 May 2006



	9 a.m.– 5 p.m.
	
	Registration of participants 



	Monday, 22 May 2006



	8 a.m. – 9 a.m.
	
	Registration of participants



	9 a.m. – 9.15 a.m.
	Item 1:
	Official opening ceremony



	9.15 a.m. – 10 a.m.
	Item 2 
	Organizational matters

· Election of officers

· Adoption of the agenda and programme of work



	10 a.m. – 11 a.m.
	Items 3 and 4
	Consideration of the report of the secretariat and the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD



	11 a.m. –11.30 a.m.
	
	Tea/coffee break



	11 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
	Items 3 and 4 (cont.)
	Consideration of the report of the Secretariat and the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD



	11.30 a.m.–12.30 p.m.
	Item 5
	Consideration of the draft indicative work programme of AMCEN for the biennium 2007–2008



	12.30 p.m. – 2 p.m.
	
	Lunch



	2 p.m. –  4 p.m. 
	Item 6
	Consideration of some environmental issues of particular importance to Africa



	4 p.m. –  4.30 p.m. 
	
	Tea/coffee break



	4.30 p.m. – 5 p.m.
	Item 7
	Consideration of the second draft revised constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment



	5 p.m. –  5.30 p.m.  
	Item 8
	Status of the general trust fund for AMCEN



	5.30 p.m. –  6 p.m. 
	Item 9
	Implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building



	6 p.m. –  6.30 p.m.
	
	Formation of working groups


	Tuesday, 23 May 2006



	9 a.m. – 9.30 a.m.
	Item 10 
	Consideration of the second Africa Environment Outlook report



	9.30 a.m. – 10.30 a.m.
	
	Introduction to the work of the working groups


	10.30 a.m.–12.30 p.m.
	
	Working group deliberations



	12.30 p.m. – 2 p.m.
	
	Lunch



	2 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.
	
	Working group deliberations continue

 

	3.30 p.m. – 4 p.m.
	
	Tea/coffee break

	4 p.m. – 5 p.m.
	
	Working group deliberations continue



	5 p.m. – 6 p.m.
	
	Consideration of the reports of the working groups



	Wednesday, 24 May 2006



	9 a.m. – 10 a.m.
	
	Working group deliberations continue



	10 a.m. – 11 a.m.
	
	Consideration of the reports of the working groups 



	11 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
	
	Tea/coffee break



	11.30 a.m.–12.30 p.m. 
	
	Consideration of the reports of the working groups



	12.30 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
	
	Lunch



	2 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. 
	
	Finalization of the reports of the working groups; and completion of the report of the Expert Group segment 


	5.30 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
	Items 11–13 
	Adoption of the report of the Expert Group segment; any other business and closing ceremony


__________________
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