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Information note on the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment

I. Introduction
1. The present note will be distributed by the secretariat a few weeks before the opening of the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN). A complete list of the documents that have been prepared for the session is available in annex I to the present document. 

2. According to paragraph 1 of article 9 of the constitution of AMCEN, the President of AMCEN is required to convene ordinary sessions of the Conference once every two or three years. In view of this, the kind offer of Congo to host the eleventh session of AMCEN was accepted by AMCEN at its tenth session held on 29 and 30 June 2004 in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, and by the AMCEN Bureau at its eighteenth meeting, held in Tripoli on 29 and 30 January 2005.

3. Pursuant to this offer by the Government of Congo, it has been agreed that the eleventh session of AMCEN will be held in Brazzaville from 22 to 26 May 2006. The session will consist of an Expert Group segment from 22 to 24 May 2006 and a ministerial segment on 25 and 26 May 2006. 

4. In this connection, at its twentieth meeting in Tripoli on 2 and 3 February 2006, the AMCEN Bureau considered and adopted a provisional agenda for the ministerial segment of the eleventh session, which is contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/11/1. 
5. Congo is the first country in Central Africa to host a regular session of AMCEN since its inception in 1985. This historic event will be marked by the launch of a report on the history of AMCEN from 1985 to 2005; the launch of the second Africa Environment Outlook report and the complementary Africa Environment Outlook for Youth report; and a number of associated meetings outlined in this document. The Bureau of AMCEN has set the programme of work for the eleventh session, attached in annex II to the present document, in such a way that adequate time will be available for ministerial dialogue on some pressing issues confronting ministers of environment in Africa. 

6. Ministers will deliberate on financing environmental programmes at the country, subregional and regional levels; the African Environmental Facility as a financial mechanism for the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD); and linkages between AMCEN and the African Union Commission. Additionally, provision will be made for extensive deliberations by the Experts’ Group. This segment of the eleventh session will discuss, inter alia, the work programme of AMCEN, the status of the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD, and topical issues of relevance to Africa. Details on this segment can be found in annexes III and IV to the present document. The outcome of the Expert Group meeting will be brought to the attention of the ministerial segment for approval.

II. Objectives and overview of the eleventh session of AMCEN

7. The main objective of the eleventh session of AMCEN is to provide a platform for environment ministers present to review the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD, in order to give guidance on enhancing its implementation and to reflect on the management of emerging environmental initiatives in Africa in the context of the region’s quest to achieve Millennium Development Goal 7, aimed at ensuring environmental sustainability. The ministers will also hold policy dialogue on these topics. 
III. Organization of the meeting
A. Venue

8. The meeting will be held in the Palais du Parlement, Brazzaville, Congo.
B. Registration

9. Registration will be at the Palais du Parlement and will commence on Sunday 21 May 2006, from noon to 5 p.m. and will continue on Monday 22 May 2006 from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. Participants are reminded that they should wear their name badges at all times during the meeting.

C. Documents

10. The main pre-session documents for the meeting will be dispatched to AMCEN national focal points in advance of the meeting. The documents will also be published on the AMCEN website: http://www.unep.org/roa/related_programmes/amcen/index.asp. Delegates are kindly reminded to bring the pre-session documents with them to the meeting, as they will be available in Brazzaville in limited quantities.

D. Services to delegates
11. The Palais du Parlement offers a variety of services to delegates. Postal and telephone services are available at the reception, where delegates can purchase stamps and telephone calling cards. There is a foreign exchange bureau with banking facilities at the reception. A medical unit and a number of cafeteria facilities are also available at the venue. General information and details on hotels and transport can be found in information document submitted to participants prior to the meeting.

E. Election of officers 

12. Consistent with the provisions of the AMCEN constitution and rules of procedure, the Expert Group segment will be conducted under the auspices of the Bureau of the tenth session. Therefore, the representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya will chair the technical segment and the representative of the Sudan will act as rapporteur. The representatives of Central African Republic, Mali and Namibia will serve as vice-chairs. 

13. Regional consultations will be encouraged on the election of officers for the next biennium. The elections will be aimed at filling the posts of president and rapporteur. Southern African countries are to elect the President of AMCEN from their subregion. In this regard, the twelfth session of AMCEN is to be hosted by a member State of AMCEN from Southern Africa. A vice‑president will be elected from each of the remaining regions. A breakdown of officers since 1985 will be circulated to inform discussions on this matter.

F. Work programmes

14. The work programmes for the ministerial segment and the Expert Group segment can be found in annexes II and III to the present document, respectively..

G. Establishment of working groups

15. Whereas the ministerial segment will take place in only in plenary, the Expert Group segment will be conducted using a mixture of plenary and breakout meetings. There will be four working groups and experts will be invited to join one of the groups. Each member of the Expert Group will have to make his or her choice known to the secretariat by the close of the first day of the meeting. The proposed working groups can be seen in annex IV to the present document. It is suggested that Egypt, Zambia, South Africa and Senegal should chair working groups one, two, three and four respectively.

H. Associated meetings

16. A journalists’ workshop will take place in Brazzaville from 24 to 26 May 2006 in coordination with the launch of the second Africa Environment Outlook report. This will enable the journalists to acquaint themselves with the outcome of the Expert Group segment, familiarize themselves with the Africa Environment Outlook process and the report’s findings, and organize the daily media briefings of the eleventh regular session.

17. A meeting of countries from Central Africa will be held on 20 May to enhance cooperation among the countries in the subregion, review the subregion’s disaster risk reduction plan, and develop guidelines for mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into national sustainable development strategies in their respective countries. Further discussions will be held on the subject of strengthening the management, technical and disaster risk reduction capacity of countries in the subregion. 

18. A consultative meeting on the development of national action plans on the environment in the context of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD will be held on 20 May 2006. The overall objective of the project is to support five pilot countries in Africa to develop their NEPAD national action plans on the environment within the context of the environment initiative of NEPAD and enable them launch the implementation process for the selected projects and programmes. The meeting will focus on the proposed pilot studies.
19. A meeting of representatives of young people will be held on 25 and 26 May 2006. The main objective of the meeting is to initiate the process of establishing a regional network of “Young People for the Environment in Africa”.
IV. Side events

20. Three side events will be held during the eleventh session of AMCEN, relating to: an update on the TerrAfrica initiative since its launch on 24 October 2005 at the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Nairobi; the fourth replenishment of the Global Environment Facility and sustainable financing initiatives in the context of the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD; and the hosting in Nairobi of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the second Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol. Details of these events may be found in Annex V to the present document.
V. Challenges facing the eleventh session

21. There are many challenges facing AMCEN at its eleventh session. Even though there has been some progress in addressing the environmental issues confronting the region, the environment continues to deteriorate and the erosion of the natural resource base is accelerating. In general, the state of the environment in Africa continues to decline while social and economic inequality is increasing. Unsustainable exploitation and degradation of natural resources and demands for economic growth have resulted in a vicious cycle of poverty in many African countries. From the social perspective, poverty is expected to increase in Africa and HIV/AIDS and malaria are having a debilitating effect on the peoples of the region. The menacing threat of avian influenza is a growing concern in the region in view of Africa’s particular vulnerability. 
22. It is widely acknowledged that without sustainable development Africa cannot solve its problems. The action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD was developed to promote sustainable development in Africa. In this respect, measures to implement environment programmes at the country level as well as the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD at the country, subregional and regional levels should be given high priority. 

23. It is envisaged that one of the main outcomes of the eleventh session will be a better endowed AMCEN, more able to mobilize resources to take the necessary measures to ensure sound management of the environment in Africa. 
Annex I

List of documents

	UNEP/AMCEN/11/1


	Provisional agenda of the ministerial segment

	UNEP/AMCEN/11/1/Add.1


	Annotated provisional agenda of the ministerial segment

	UNEP/AMCEN/11/3


	Report of the Expert Group segment 



	UNEP/AMCEN/11/3 Add.1 


	Status of implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development



	UNEP/AMCEN/11/4


	Policy dialogue briefs 

	UNEP/AMCEN/11/4/Add.1 


	Report of the joint meeting between the African Union Commission and the Bureau of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment 

	UNEP/AMCEN/11/5
	Draft revised constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment



	UNEP/AMCEN/11/5/Add.1


	Status of the general trust fund of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment



	UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/1
	Provisional agenda of the Expert Group segment



	UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/1/Add.1
	Annotated provisional agenda of the Expert Group segment



	UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/3


	Status of implementation of the decisions taken by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment at its tenth session and other related activities during the period from July 2004 to May 2006



	UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/4
	Draft indicative work programme of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (2007–2008)



	UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/5
	General brief on some environmental issues of relevance to Africa



	Information documents


	

	UNEP/AMCEN/11/INF/1
	Information note on the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment



	UNEP/AMCEN/11/INF/2
	Report of the second Partners’ Conference on the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development


	UNEP/AMCEN/11/INF/3
	Report of the Bureau of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment on the work of its eighteenth meeting 



	UNEP/AMCEN/11/INF/4
	Report of the Bureau of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment on the work of its nineteenth meeting 



	UNEP/AMCEN/11/INF/5


	Report of the Bureau of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment on the work of its twentieth meeting 




Annex II

Programme of work of the ministerial segment, 25 and 26 May 2006
	Thursday, 25 May 2006



	10 a.m. – noon
	Item 1: Opening of the ministerial segment 


	Noon – 12.20 p.m.
	Launch of the second African Environment Outlook report and the history of AMCEN (1985–2005) report


	12.20 p.m. – 1 p.m. 

1 p.m. – 2.30 p.m. 
	Special event – ceremonial tree planting
Lunch



	2.30 p.m. – 3 p.m.
	Item 2: Organizational matters

Item 2 (a): Election of officers
Item 2 (b): Adoption of the agenda
Item 2 (c): Organization of work 

(documents UNEP/AMCEN/11/1 and UNEP/AMCEN/11/1/Add.1)

	
	

	3 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.
	Item 3: Consideration of the report of the Expert Group segment 

(document UNEP/AMCEN/11/3)



	3.30 p.m. – 4.30 p.m.
	Item 4:  Policy dialogue

(documents UNEP/AMCEN/11/4 and UNEP/AMCEN/11/4/Add.1)



	4.30 p.m. – 4.45 p.m.
	Coffee break



	4.45 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	Item 4 (continued) 



	8 p.m. 
	Official dinner



	Friday, 26 May 2006



	9.30 a.m. – 11 a.m.
	Item 4 (continued) 

	
	

	11 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
	Item 5: Consideration of matters related to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment Process

Amendments to the constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (document UNEP/AMCEN/11/5)



	11.30 a.m. – noon.
Noon – 12.45 p.m.
	Coffee break

Item 5 (continued) 
Status of the general trust fund of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (document UNEP/AMCEN/11/5/Add.1)



	12.45 p.m. – 1 p.m.
	Item 6: Venue for the twelfth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment 



	1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
	Lunch



	3 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
	Preparation of the report



	4 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. 
	Item 7: Adoption of the report of the ministerial segment.



	5.30 p.m. – 5.45 p.m.
	Item 8: Other matters


	5.45 p.m. – 6.15 p.m.
	Item 9: Closure of the session.





Annex III
Programme of work for the Expert Group segment, 22–24 May 2006

	Sunday, 21 May 2006



	9 a.m.– 5 p.m.
	
	Registration of participants 



	Monday, 22 May 2006



	8 a.m. – 9 a.m.
	
	Registration of participants



	9 a.m. – 9.15 a.m.
	Item 1:
	Official opening ceremony



	9.15 a.m. – 10 a.m.
	Item 2 
	Organizational matters

· Election of officers

· Adoption of the agenda and programme of work



	10 a.m. – 11 a.m.
	Items 3 and 4
	Consideration of the report of the secretariat and the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD



	11 a.m. –11.30 a.m.
	
	Tea/coffee break



	11 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
	Items 3 and 4 (cont.)
	Consideration of the report of the Secretariat and the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD



	11.30 a.m.–12.30 p.m.
	Item 5
	Consideration of the draft indicative work programme of AMCEN for the biennium 2007–2008



	12.30 p.m. – 2 p.m.
	
	Lunch



	2 p.m. –  4 p.m. 
	Item 6
	Consideration of some environmental issues of particular importance to Africa



	4 p.m. –  4.30 p.m. 
	
	Tea/coffee break



	4.30 p.m. – 5 p.m.
	Item 7
	Consideration of the second draft revised constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment



	5 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.  
	Item 8
	Status of the general trust fund for AMCEN



	5.30 p.m. –  6 p.m. 
	Item 9
	Implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building



	6 p.m. –  6.30 p.m.
	
	Formation of working groups


	Tuesday, 23 May 2006



	9 a.m. – 9.30 a.m.
	Item 10 
	Consideration of the second Africa Environment Outlook report



	9.30 a.m. – 10.30 a.m.
	
	Introduction to the work of the working groups


	10.30 a.m.–12.30 p.m.
	
	Working group deliberations



	12.30 p.m. – 2 p.m.
	
	Lunch



	2 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.
	
	Working group deliberations continue

 

	3.30 p.m. – 4 p.m.
	
	Tea/coffee break

	4 p.m. – 5 p.m.
	
	Working group deliberations continue



	5 p.m. – 6 p.m.
	
	Consideration of the reports of the working groups



	Wednesday, 24 May 2006



	9 a.m. – 10 a.m.
	
	Working group deliberations continue



	10 a.m. – 11 a.m.
	
	Consideration of the reports of the working groups 



	11 a.m. – 11.30 a.m.
	
	Tea/coffee break



	11.30 a.m.–12.30 p.m. 
	
	Consideration of the reports of the working groups



	12.30 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
	
	Lunch



	2 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. 
	
	Finalization of the reports of the working groups; and completion of the report of the Expert Group segment 


	5.30 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
	Items 11–13 
	Adoption of the report of the Expert Group segment; any other business and closing ceremony


Annex IV

Working groups for the eleventh session
	General description


	Group 1
	Group 2
	Group 3
	Group 4

	Anchor topics
	Draft revised constitution


	Draft indicative work programme of AMCEN for the 2007–2008 biennium


	Implementation of the  Rio Conventions

· UNFCCC

· UNCCD

· CBD 

	Africa Environment Outlook process

-Third Africa Environment Outlook report

- Africa Environment Information Network

	Other topical issues
	Institutional linkages with the African Union


	Status of implementation of the action plan of the NEPAD environment initiative 


	Implementation of regional environmental conventions

	Implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building

	Others
	Draft Brazzaville

Declaration


	Status of the AMCEN general trust fund
	Implementation of the chemicals conventions and the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) process

	

	
	Collaboration with the African Ministerial Conference on Water, other relevant ministerial forums in Africa and the Central Africa Forests Commission (COMIFAC).

	Implementation of the Africa regional strategy for disaster risk reduction 
	Great Green Wall for the Sahara initiative


	

	
	Recognition of CLEAA (Capacity Development and Linkages of Environmental Assessment in Africa) by AMCEN 

	
	
	

	
	Related decision(s)

	Related decision(s)
	Related decision(s)
	Related decision(s)

	Reference Documents
	UNEP/AMCEN/11/5 

UNEP/AMCEN/11/4/Add.1


	UNEP/AMCEN/11/EGM/4
UNEP/AMCEN/11/3/Add.1
UNEP/AMCEN/11/5/Add.1
UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/5


	UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/4
UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/5

UNEP/AMCEN/Prep.Mtg-D/1
UNEP/AMCEN/Prep.Mtg-CC/1
	UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/4
UNEP/AMCEN/11/3/Add.1

UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/5



Annex V

Side events for the eleventh session
	Title of meeting or side event
	Venue
	Date and time
	Remarks

	Update on the TerrAfrica initiative since its launch on 24 October 2005 at the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Conference to Combat Desertification
	Palais du Parlement
	3 p.m. – 3. 30 p.m. 
24 May 2006
	Open-ended 
during Expert Group segment
(in-session)

	Fourth replenishment of the Global Environment Facility and sustainable finanancing initiatives in the context of the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD
	Palais du Parlement
	3.30 p.m. – 4. 30 p.m. 

24 May 2006
	Open-ended 

during Expert Group segment
(in-session)

	The hosting in Nairobi of the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the second Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol
	Palais du Parlement
	3 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

26 May 2006
	Open-ended 

during ministerial segment
(in-session)


____________________________
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