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Information for Participants

1. Dates and venue for  the Conference
Dates:

The 11th regular session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment will be held from Monday  22nd t to Friday  26th May 2006.  The experts group meeting will be held from 22 to 24 May 2006. The ministerial segment  will be on 25 and 26 May 2006. 
Venue:
The meeting will be held in the Palais du Parlement, Brazzaville, Republic of Congo.

                    
2. Registration/Accreditation

Registration will be at Palais du Parlement and will commence on Sunday  21 May 2006, from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. and will continue on   Monday 22 May 2006  from 8:00to 09: 00 a.m. Participants are reminded that they should wear their name badges at all times during the meeting.

3. Documents

The main pre-session documents for the meeting will be dispatched to the AMCEN National Focal Points in advance of the Conference. The documents will also be published at AMCEN's website: http://www.unep.org/roa/Related_Programmes/AMCEN/index.asp Delegates are kindly reminded to bring their documents, as they will only be available in Brazzaville in limited quantities.

4. Services to Delegates

Palais du Parlement offers a variety of services to delegates.  Postal and telephone services are available at the reception to the Palais du Parlement where delegates can purchase stamps and telephone calling cards. There is a Foreign Exchange Bureau where banking facilities are available at the reception. A medical unit and a number of cafeteria facilities are available at the venue.
5. Transport

The International airport in Brazzaville is located about 8km from the City Business District (CBD).  Arrangements will be made to transport delegates/participants from the airport to their respective hotels. However, in the event that participants/delegates have to make their own arrangements taxis are readily available at the airport. These are painted in green and  white.
Taxi charges from the airport to town vary usually from 2000 to 3000 F CFA. Within town, the charges are usually between 700 and 1000 F CFA.

6. Hotel Information

It is highly recommended to arrange for your hotel bookings as soon as possible.  Delegates are responsible for making  their own  arrangements for hotel accommodation.    Please see Annex I for a list of selected hotels in Brazzaville.  The quoted rates are subject to change and may not include the applicable taxes. The hotels listed are those that have offered special room rates.   Participants are urged to make their hotel reservations early since hotel accommodation is relatively limited.
7. General Information
Congo is situated in Central Africa, bordered by Cameroon, the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon, the Angolan Cabinda Enclave, and the Atlantic. Vast areas are swamps, grassland or thick forests with rivers. The vast River Congo draws much of its water from swamplands in the north. The capital, Brazzaville, lies on the west side of Malebo Pool on the River Congo. Sights include the beautiful Basilique Saint Anne, the Temple Mosque and the Municipal Gardens. To the south of Brazzaville are the Congo Rapids (9km/6 miles away) and the Loufoulakari Falls.


Congo's sparse population (3 million) is concentrated in the south western portion of the country, leaving the vast areas of tropical forest in the north virtually uninhabited. Thus, Congo is one of the most urbanised countries in Africa, with 70% of its total population living in Brazzaville, Pointe-Noire, or along the 332-mile railway that connects them. 

Civil conflict in 1997 and again in 1998-99 damaged parts of the capital and large areas in the south of the country.  The last rebel group still engaged in armed struggle signed a cease-fire accord with the government in March 2003.  Facilities for tourism are very limited. The Congo's economy is based primarily on its petroleum sector, which is by far the country's major revenue earner. 

8. Travel Agency

The under listed Airlines have flights to Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, on different days of the week. The arrival days for Air France, Ethiopian Airlines, and Inter Air are shown in the Table below. It is worth noting that Kenya Airways fly to Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo. Nearby Brazzaville can be reached by ferry crossing across the Congo River from Kinshasa:
	 Airlines

	 Arrival days

	 Air France

	Monday, Wednesday, and Friday

	Ethiopian Airlines

	Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Thursday

	Inter Air
	Mondays and Thursdays from Johannesburg;

Wednesdays and Fridays from Cotonou, Benin; and

Friday from Bamako

	Kenya Airways*


	Please check with local travelling agents

	 TAAG

	Please check with local travelling agents

	 Air Mauritanie

	Please check with local travelling agents


	 Touma Air Chad

	Please check with local travelling agents


	 Camair and Air Gabon

	Please check with local travelling agents

	 Trans Air Congo (TAC)

	Please check with local travelling agents


 * Flies to nearby Kinshasa
9. Time Zone

The time zone in the Republic of Congo is one (1) hour ahead of Greenwich Mean Time (GMT).
10. Weather 

The climate is equatorial and the country seasonally split; i.e. half lies above the Equator, half below the Equator. The rainy season is succeeded by the dry season around April/ May. Thus, some rain might be expected during the time of the Conference. 

11. Electricity

The country is supplied with 220 volts AC, 50Hz

12. Communication

Telephone: International direct dialing is available. Country code: 242. Outgoing international code: 00. Mobile telephone: GSM 900 networks are operated by CelTel Congo or Libertis Telecom. Coverage is mainly limited to Brazzaville and Pointe Noire. Emergency telephone numbers are not present. 

13. Immigration Requirements

A valid passport, visa and evidence of yellow fever vaccination are required for entry. Visa is required by all except nationals of Gabon. You are kindly requested to check with your Ministry of Foreign Affairs for entry visa requirements into Congo. Provision will also be made for visa to be given on arrival.

14. Health Requirements
A yellow fever vaccination certificate is required for all travellers. Cholera is a serious risk in the Republic of Congo and precautions are essential. Immunisations or boosters for typhoid and poliomyelitis are advised. Malaria risk exists all year throughout the country, predominantly in the malignant falciparum form. Resistance to chloroquine and sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine has been reported. Prophylactics are recommended.
15. Official Language
The official language of the Republic of Congo is French. English is little spoken. 
16. Currency
Congo-Brazzaville is primarily a cash economy and uses the CFA, a common currency with Gabon, Chad, Cameroon, the Central African Republic, and Equatorial Guinea.  U.S. dollars may be exchanged for local currency.  Traveller’s checks can be cashed for a fee at some hotels.  However to avoid prolonged delays, participants are advised to take cash instead of travellers cheques.  Two hotels in Brazzaville accept major Visa cards, but prefer payment in cash. Banking hours are 0630-1300 Monday to Friday (counters close at 1130).
Currency restrictions: The import and export of local currency is prohibited, except between countries of the Central African group. The import of foreign currency is unrestricted, although amounts over £234/US$335 must be declared upon arrival. Export of foreign currency is restricted to the amount imported. 


african MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON THE ENVIRONMENT – ELEVENTH SESSION:

amcen-11. Palais du Parlement

BRAZZAVILLE, CONGO, 22-26  mAY 2006
Pre-Registration Form  (Please print)

Title : (  Mr.   / (  Mrs.   / (  Ms.   / (  Amb.   / (  Dr.   / (  Prof.

FAMILY NAME: ___________________________________________________________________

First name:_________________________________________________________________________

Representing:

(
GOVERNMENT: _______________________________________________________________


Ministry/department/agency: _______________________________________________________
Official Address:_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: + (_____)__________________________________________________________________

Fax : + (_____)________________________________________________________________________

Telex : + (_____)______________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL: ____________________________________________________________________________

URL: ________________________________________________________________________________

Hotel Reserved(see attd List):___________________________ date of Arrival __________ 

Date of Departure_____________

Signature : ____________________________________    Date: _________________________________

	Please return duly filled by 1 May 2006 and return to:

	The Director,
UNEP Regional Office for Africa
P.O. Box 30552

Gigiri

Nairobi

Kenya
Attn :      Mr. Peter Acquah

Email :    peter.acquah@unep.org
                amsensec@unep.org
Fax:        + 254 20 762 3928

Tel:         + 254 20 762 4289
	The Executive Director
Ministere de l'Economie Forestiere

et de l'Environnement
P.O. Box 958

Brazzaville

Congo

Attn :  Mr. Germain Kombo

Email: kombo_g@yahoo.fr
            Germain.kombo@laposte.net
Fax:     + 242 81 41 36

Tel:      + 242 678 5319

             + 242 558 7485  


Annex 1

LIST OF  SELECTED HOTELS in Brazzaville

THE QUOTED HOTEL RATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

	NAME
	ROOM RATE (Single) in FCFA
	ROOM RATE 

(Double) in FCFA
	SUITE RATE IN FCFA
	Address
	REMARKS

	Hôtel MARINA
	 74250
	90000
	180000

108000*
	Face aux Immeubles Fédéraux – Centre Ville

Tel : (242) 655 85 55/56

Tel : (242) 81 17 08/18 03/16 05

Fax : (242) 81 02 07/ 81 16 43

E-mail : hotelmarina2001@yahoo.fr
Brazzaville, Congo 
	Centre of Town

	Hôtel Le Meridien 
	72750
	
	170000


	Tel : (242) 81 03 02 / 81 03 07

Fax : (242) 81 55 49 / 69 99 30

E-mail:meridienbrazzaville@hotmail.com 

www.lemeridien.com 
	10 minutes by bus to the venue

	Olympic Palace
	84500
	
	151400
	BP. 1050

BRAZZAVILLE

Tél. 242 813436

Fax: 242 810030
	Near the venue

	Hôtel du Boulevard 
	40000
	55000
	110000
	Case J 492 Qtier OCH/Moungali III

Tel : (242) 82 61 40/65

Cellulaire : (242) 672 55 73/ 537 04 07

E-mail : hotelduboulevard2004@yahoo.fr
	Near the venue

	Hôtel les Ambassadeurs
	40000
	55000
	
	161 Avenue de l’Amitié

(face Hôtel Olympic Palace)

B.P. 15377

Tel : (242) 81 33 71

Cellulaire : (242) 548 00 00
	Near the venue

	Hôtel Saphir
	50000
	70000


	
	B.P. 1307

Tel : (242) 81 01 25/679 86 06

Fax : (242) 81 15 35/669 99 48

E-mail : hotelsaphirbzv@yahoo.fr 

Brazzaville, Congo
	Near the centre of town


* Junior Suite 
2
7

