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Introduction
1. The expert group meeting of the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) was held in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, from 26 to 29 June 2004. 
2. It was attended by experts from AMCEN member States, African regional and subregional organizations, United Nations agencies, secretariats of various environmental conventions and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.  The list of participants is contained in annex IV to the present report.

3. The opening session was chaired by Mr. Henry Aryamanya-Mugisha, Executive Director, National Environment Management Authority of Uganda, the representative of the President of AMCEN, Mr. Kahinda Otafiire, Minister of Water, Lands and Environment of Uganda, while Mr. Tanyi Mbianyor Clarkson Oben (Cameroon) served as rapporteur.

I. Opening of the meeting
4. Following welcoming remarks by Mr. Salah Azharoug, Deputy Secretary of the People’s Committee for the Sha’biyya of Sirte, Mr.Isa Atbegara, General Secretary of the People’s Committee for the Sha’biyya of Sirte, Mr. Mohamed Amer, Libyan Environmental General Authority, and Mr. Sekou Toure, Director, Regional Office for Africa of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the meeting was opened at 10.15 a.m. on Saturday, 26 June 2004, by Mr. Aryamanya-Mugisha.
5. In his welcoming statement, Mr. Azharoug drew attention to the common history and destiny that bound together the peoples of Africa and their shared aspiration for a clean and healthy environment. Deploring the negative impact on the environment by such forces as pollution, poverty and climate change, as well as by such human malpractices as the dumping of hazardous wastes in Africa, he called for efforts by Africans to end such abuses and to combat the resulting dangers, thereby ensuring a healthy environment for future generations. With those words, he wished the experts a successful meeting.
6. Mr. Atbegara welcomed participants to Sirte, the birthplace of the African Union, and noted that the current meeting was itself an outcome of the Union. Noting that humankind could have no future without a healthy environment, he stressed the consequent heavy responsibility that was borne by the current meeting and called for efforts to strengthen the capacity of AMCEN and other environmental institutions. The Libyan people would be looking forward with concern to the outcome of the present meeting, to its decisions and resolutions, in their desire to build a healthy environment that would help bring prosperity to the people of Africa and the world. With those sentiments, he wished all participants fruitful deliberations in their forthcoming meeting.
7. Mr. Amer commended the secretariat and the environment ministers on their work in preparing the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and for other environmental undertakings and, in that context, called for more resources to be invested in environmental efforts, so as to minimize the adverse effects of development, in particular, industrial expansion. He too stressed the need to safeguard the environment for future generations of humankind and expressed his wishes to the experts for the successful outcome of their meeting.

8. Mr. Toure conveyed greetings and best wishes to the experts on behalf of Mr. Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director of UNEP, and reiterated the commitment of UNEP to assisting AMCEN in fulfilling its mandate.  He also expressed his gratitude to the Government and people of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya on the warm reception accorded to participants, the excellent facilities provided for their meeting and their generosity in meeting the local costs of the session. He expressed his appreciation to the Ugandan incumbents of the presidency of AMCEN, Mr. Ruhakana Rugunda and Mr. Kahinda Otafiire, for their accomplishments during their successive terms of office at the helm of the Conference. Reviewing the agenda before experts at their current meeting, he drew attention, in particular, to the status of implementation of the decisions taken by AMCEN at its ninth session and of the AMCEN medium‑term programme of work for the period July 2000–June 2004 and to challenges facing AMCEN at its tenth session, notably the follow-up to the decisions adopted by the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum at its eighth special session, in Jeju, and the international environmental governance process, with its capacity-building component. In conclusion, he urged African Governments to strengthen still further their cooperation with UNEP.
9. Mr. Aryamanya-Mugisha, speaking on behalf of the President of AMCEN and the Government of Uganda, thanked the Government of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for its hospitality and for the excellent conference facilities provided for the session. He also thanked all the vice-presidents of AMCEN for their contributions and support and extended equal thanks to UNEP and the AMCEN secretariat for their support. Noting that the current session was being held after the Partners Conference in Algiers, which had launched the action plan for the AMCEN environment initiative, he urged participants to come up with well informed conclusions for consideration by their ministers in the high-level segment and, urging them to work diligently for the success of the session, declared the expert group meeting open.
II. Organizational matters

A.
Election of officers

10. In accordance with the draft rules of procedure, the current Bureau of AMCEN served as the Bureau for the meeting of the expert group.
11. The Chair requested the representatives of Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire and Mauritius to form a committee of friends of the Chair representing the various regions to confer with the experts and to come up with proposals for the composition of the next Bureau of AMCEN. The representative of Uganda would liaise with other countries in the eastern African region and present a proposal on the country to represent that region. In due course, following consultations, the committee of friends of the Chair submitted the proposals listed below:


Subregion

Country


Position



North Africa

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

President



Central Africa

Central African Republic

Vice-President



West Africa

Mali



Vice-President



Southern Africa

Namibia



Vice-President


Eastern Africa

Rapporteur


Sudan

B. Adoption of the agenda and the programme of work
12. The experts adopted the following agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda prepared by the secretariat (UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/10/1):

1. Opening of the meeting.

2. Organizational matters:

(a) Election of officers;

(b) Adoption of the agenda and the programme of work

3. Consideration of the report of the secretariat:

(a) Implementation of decisions taken by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment at its ninth session;

(b) Implementation of the 2000–2004 programme of work of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment;

(c) Activities by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in the intersessional period and their impact.

4. Environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development.

5. Consideration of the work programme of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in the context of the action plan and the outcome of the Partnership Conference.

6. Role of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in the context of implementation of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development.

7. Consideration of the draft revised constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment.

8. Status of the general trust fund for the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment.

9. Intergovernmental strategic plan for technology support and capacity-building. 

10. Africa Environment Outlook II report:

(a) Report on the preparatory process;

(b) Report on the meeting of the inter-agency technical committee relating to the Africa Environment Outlook report;

(c) African environmental information network.

11. Adoption of the report of the expert group meeting.

12. Other matters.

13. Closure of the meeting.

C. Participation
13. Experts from the following countries attended the meeting:  Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
14. In addition, representatives of the following United Nations agencies, secretariats of environmental conventions, regional and subregional organizations and intergovernmental and non‑governmental organizations attended the meeting as observers:  United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN‑Habitat), United Nations Industrial Development Programme (UNIDO), World Meteorological Organization (WMO), United Nations Population Fund (UNPFA), United Nations for Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat, Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in the Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa and United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change; African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD), Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE), Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), European Commission, Institut de l’energie et de l’environnement de la Francophone (IEPF), League of Arab States, New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), Sahara and Sahel Observatory, Union du Maghreb Arabe (UMA), World Conservation Union (IUCN) and World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF).
15. The full list of participants is contained in annex IV to the present report.

III. Consideration of the report of the secretariat: implementation of decisions taken by AMCEN at its ninth session; implementation of the AMCEN 2000–2004 programme of work; and activities by AMCEN in the intersessional period and their impact
16. The experts took up the item at their 2nd plenary session, on the morning of Sunday, 27 June 2004. Introducing the report on the item contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/10/6, the representative of the secretariat reviewed the status of implementation of the eight decisions taken by the Conference during its last meeting and reported on other activities included in the AMCEN programme of work from July 2002 to June 2004. He concluded his presentation by presenting the challenges facing the Conference at its tenth session.
17. In the ensuing debate, while commending the secretariat on the quality of its report, experts drew attention to certain omissions, such as some activities under the Basel and other conventions and those relating to small island developing States. In addition, concern was expressed about problems with the circulation of documents to missions outside Africa, and the late submission of some documents and translations.  In response, the representative of the secretariat clarified that electronic versions of the pre-session documents had been sent by e-mail to Governments, relevant convention secretariats and United Nations agencies and other concerned intergovernmental and non‑governmental organizations and posted on the secretariat’s web site. In addition, the English language versions of the pre-session documents had been sent by courier service to African capitals, one month in advance of the current meeting. One expert sought to know what precise difficulties had been encountered by the secretariat relating to implementation. In response the secretariat stated that financial constraints represented the main problem encountered by the secretariat relating to implementation. Other experts stressed the need for potential synergies to be explored with other bodies and initiatives, such as the Group of 77 and the Millennium Development Goals.
IV. Environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development
18. The experts took up the item at their 2nd plenary session, on the morning of Sunday, 27 June 2004. Introducing the item, the representative of the secretariat reported on progress since the adoption of the action plan by AMCEN at its second special session and on the Partnership Conference on the Environment Initiative of NEPAD. The UNEP report was complemented by another from the interim secretariat of the NEPAD Environment Component, based in Dakar, Senegal.
19. In the ensuing discussion, experts noted their interest in the NEPAD Environment Component report and requested that it be made available to participants. In addition, several experts suggested that institutional arrangements be set in place to facilitate the functioning of the NEPAD Environment Component and to overcome what some perceived as a lack of communication to key stakeholders regarding its activities. Another wished to know what budget had been allocated to projects under the NEPAD Environment Component.

20. Several experts also highlighted the links between environmental degradation, environmental security and poverty and called for actions to tackle that problem and also that of invasive species. One requested a briefing on the post-conflict assessment working groups that had been set up during the eighth special session of the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, while another stressed that the issue of unleaded gasoline should be addressed by UNEP.
21. Following that debate, the experts agreed to set up a working group, under the chairmanship of Senegal, to consider the matter further, including the issue of the strategic approach to international chemicals management and preparations for the Dakar meeting on the review of the implementation of the action plan, and to report back to plenary on the outcome of its deliberations.

22. At the 4th plenary session, on the morning of Monday, 28 June 2004, the chair of the working group reported back to the experts on the group’s deliberations and introduced the outcome of its work, namely, a draft decision on the development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management and other chemical management issues, a draft decision on implementation of the Action plan of the NEPAD environment initiative and a draft decision on the phase-out of leaded gasoline from sub-Saharan Africa; and its views on the draft Sirte declaration. Following further discussion, the experts agreed to forward the three draft decisions for consideration and possible adoption by ministers. The text of the draft decisions is contained in annex I to the present report.
V. Consideration of the work programme of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in the context of the action plan and the outcome of the Partnership Conference
23. On the proposal of the Chair, the experts agreed to take the item up in conjunction with item 8, status of the general trust fund for AMCEN. Accordingly, they took up the two items at their 2nd plenary session, on the morning of Sunday, 27 June 2004. The representative of the secretariat introduced the documentation under the items, namely, the draft indicative work programme of AMCEN, contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/10/7, and the report on the status and potential use of the general trust fund of AMCEN, contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/10/5.
24. With regard to the draft indicative work programme, he observed that some of the fields in the detailed tables in the annex to the document were still blank and explained that they would be filled in during the course of the year in the light of future clarification. On the issue of the status of the AMCEN general trust fund, he noted with concern the low level of contributions by member States to that fund, pointing out that 60 per cent had made no contribution at all since its inception, a situation which rendered implementation of activities very difficult. In addition, drawing attention to the growing number of environmental initiatives in the continent, he stressed the need for further capacity in the AMCEN secretariat to help coordinate those initiatives and, in that context, drew attention to the draft recommendations contained in the document prepared by the secretariat.
25. In the ensuing debate, experts expressed concern about the lack of funding and a number of ideas were put forward as to how AMCEN should endeavour to remedy the situation. It was suggested that the secretariats of multilateral environmental agreements might be approached for assistance and that the current meeting should come up with a strong statement calling on member States to honour their commitments. One expert stated the view that, to be effective, action to secure financial contributions was required at the level of heads of State; another suggested that those countries which had failed to honour their pledges should be named. One expert wondered whether development partners were now retreating from earlier commitments to support implementation of the NEPAD environmental initiative and whether there were still resources for the holding of meetings under the initiative. It was pointed out that the widespread calls for environmental commitments by developing countries had to be backed up by financial support, capacity-building and technology transfer: in addition, given the efforts by some African countries to diversify their economies and boost their trade, measures were needed to combat the adverse impacts on the environment of such progress and assistance was needed by countries for that purpose.
26. A number of experts pointed out that, before any discussion could be held of the work programme, it was necessary to ascertain precisely what funds were available for its various elements and asked whether there was a budget for that purpose. One expert stressed the need for AMCEN not to undertake an over-ambitious programme, particularly in view of its limited resources. In particular, before considering the secretariat proposal that AMCEN might draw on the interest from its investments, it was careful to ensure that any activities launched were sustainable: it would be undesirable to launch activities that had to be discontinued after a few years because the money had run out. Another expert felt that it was essential to determine the precise mission of AMCEN before considering its work programme in any detail. In response the Chair stated that AMCEN already had a stated mission.
27. In addition, the representative of Senegal briefed experts on a ministerial meeting held in Paris on 26 January 2004, on the role of biosphere reserves in the operational field of NEPAD. At that meeting, the ministers had adopted a declaration in which, among other matters, they had requested Senegal, as coordinator of the NEPAD environment initiative, to convey to AMCEN their recommendation that the African network of biosphere reserves (AfriMAB) should be taken into account as operational sites for sustainable development in the implementation of the NEPAD environmental action plan.

28. In response to those and other observations, in particular regarding the apparent omission of certain areas from the work programme, such as wetlands and afforestation, the representative of the secretariat clarified that such specific activities were included in the more general implementation of the action plan for the NEPAD environment initiative. He further clarified that the primary concern facing AMCEN was to ensure that the action plan of the NEPAD environmental initiative was fully implemented: while that would not be achieved in the next biennium, it was a goal towards which the Conference must aspire. He also affirmed the importance of the capacity-building programme approved in Algiers, with its four components, and expressed his hope that it would receive the necessary support from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the other donors who had been approached. 
29. On the issue of the use of available funds, he pointed out that, to date, only very little of the accrued interest from the trust fund had been used – such as a small amount approved in 2001 by AMCEN at its eighth session, in Abuja – and pointed out that use of the interest would relieve current pressure on the secretariat to raise funds for its operating expenses. Another representative of the secretariat noted that, while gratitude was owed to the Government of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for its support in bearing all the local costs of the current meeting, the bottom line was that the secretariat could not continue without a more secure and sustainable source of funding, both for the holding of meetings and for the full range of secretariat functions, including translation of documents.
30. Following that debate, the experts agreed to set up a working group, under the chairmanship of Côte d’Ivoire, to consider the matter further and to report back to plenary on the outcome of its deliberations.

31. At the 4th plenary session, on the morning of Monday, 28 June 2004, the chair of the working group reported back to the experts on the group’s deliberations and introduced the outcome of its work, namely, a revised text of the draft indicative work programme contained in annex I to document UNEP/AMCEN/10/7, presenting the draft AMCEN work programme for the period 2005–2006, and a draft decision on the trust fund, under agenda item 8, which had also been assigned to the working group, as well its views on the draft Sirte declaration. Following further discussion, the experts agreed to forward the revised draft indicative work programme and the draft decision on the trust fund for consideration and possible adoption by ministers. The text of the draft decision is contained in annex II and the revised work programme in annex III to the present report.
VI. Role of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in the context of implementation of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development

32. The experts took up the item at their 2nd plenary session, on the morning of Sunday, 27 June 2004. Introducing the report on the item contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/10/3, the representative of the secretariat stressed the need for consideration to be given to linkages and potential synergies between AMCEN and other comparable processes in the region, such as the technical committee under the African Union, the Union’s planned parliament and the NEPAD process. He pointed out that, when preparing sessions of AMCEN, the president wrote to the various convention secretariats with a view to establishing the necessary linkages and ensuring that potential synergies were harnessed. He also noted that the regional and subregional economic commissions would serve as the vehicles of implementation of the action plan and suggested that there was no need to revisit that working arrangement. 
33. In the ensuing discussion, experts drew attention to the important role to be played by AMCEN, given the cross-cutting nature of environmental issues. In that context, it was particularly important to distinguish clearly between the respective functions and responsibilities of AMCEN and such bodies as the technical committee under the African Union, and to redefine the role of AMCEN, so as to ensure that it did not compete with other bodies for support from donors. As a means of securing contributions from member States, it was suggested that they could form part of the contributions made by States to the African Union and would be automatically deducted from those payments.

34. Another expert pointed out that the issue of linkages and division of responsibilities between AMCEN, NEPAD, the African Union, the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and other comparable bodies – which, he agreed, needed clarification – could not be resolved unilaterally and had to be addressed in consultation with the various bodies concerned.  He cautioned, therefore, that the issue should not be rushed and could not be dispatched in the course of the current meeting. The representative of the secretariat concurred with the importance of the issue and noted that, while it could not be concluded over the next few days, it was important at least to take the first steps in that direction.
35. Following that debate, the experts agreed to set up a working group, under the chairmanship of Mauritius, to consider the matter further and also to discuss the draft revised constitution of AMCEN, under agenda item 7, and to report back to plenary on the outcome of its deliberations.

36. At the 5th plenary session, on the afternoon of Monday, 28 June 2004, the chair of the working group on the item reported back to the experts on the group’s deliberations on the item and on the draft Sirte declaration, and introduced the draft decision prepared by the working group on the issue, the text of which is contained in annex II to the present report.
VII. Consideration of the draft revised constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment
37. The experts took up the item at their 2nd plenary session, on the morning of Sunday, 27 June 2004. Noting that only very few comments by countries had been incorporated in the background document on the issue, one expert suggested accordingly that the text of the draft constitution should be discussed in plenary.
38. On the proposal of the Chair, it was agreed to entrust further consideration of the matter to the working group set up under item 6, on the role of AMCEN in the context of implementation of the NEPAD environment initiative, under the chairmanship of Mauritius, which would report back to plenary on the outcome of its deliberations.
39. At the 5th plenary session, on the afternoon of Monday, 28 June 2004, the chair of the working group set up under item 6, the role of AMCEN in the context of implementation of the NEPAD environment initiative, reported back to the experts on the group’s deliberations on the draft revised constitution of AMCEN and noted the group’s recommendation, given the complexity of the issue and the fact that only very few countries had thus far submitted comments on the revised draft, that work continue on the text, which should be circulated to all African countries for their review and comments. Accordingly, he introduced the draft decision prepared by the working group on the issue, the text of which is contained in annex II to the present report.
VIII. Status of the general trust fund for the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment

40. On the proposal of the Chair, the meeting agreed to take the item up in conjunction with item 5, consideration of the AMCEN work programme in the context of the action plan and the outcome of the Partnership Conference. Accordingly, the meeting took up the two items at its 2nd plenary meeting, on the morning of Sunday, 27 June 2004 and the discussion of the item is reflected in paragraphs 23–31 above, under agenda item 5.
IX. Intergovernmental strategic plan for technology support and capacity-building 

41. The experts took up the item at their 2nd plenary session, on the morning of Sunday, 27 June 2004. Introducing the item, the representative of the secretariat recalled the decision by the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum at its eighth special session, in Jeju, Republic of Korea, in March 2004, that regional consultations should be held on the issue, to ensure that each region could contribute its own thinking to the process, suggesting ways in which capacity could be built and technology support provided. A series of three meetings would discuss the issue: the first of those had already been held, in New York on 25 June, but AMCEN would be able to contribute to the second and third meetings, to be held in Nairobi and Kuala Lumpur, respectively.  
42. Following that debate, the experts agreed to set up a small working group, under the chairmanship of Cameroon, to consider the matter further and to report back to plenary on the outcome of its deliberations.
43. At the 5th plenary session, on the afternoon of Monday, 28 June 2004, the chair of the working group on the item reported back to the experts on the group’s deliberations and on the draft Sirte declaration, and introduced the draft decision prepared by the working group on the issue. The decision was further developed by the experts and its text is contained in annex II to the present report.
X. Africa Environment Outlook II report: preparatory process; meeting of the inter-agency technical committee relating to the Africa Environment Outlook report; and the African environmental information network
44. The experts took up the item at their 2nd plenary session, on the morning of Sunday, 27 June 2004. Introducing the progress report on the Africa Environment Outlook process prepared by the secretariat, the representative of the secretariat reviewed the technical meetings held as part of the preparation of the second report in the Africa Environment Outlook series and updated experts on the activities of the African environmental information network.
XI. Other matters

A. Candidature for presidency of the World Conservation Union

45. At the 5th plenary session, on the afternoon of Monday, 28 June 2004, on a proposal by the representative of Lesotho, the experts agreed to recommend to the ministers that they endorse the candidature of Mr. Mohamed Valli Moosa (South Africa) for the position of president of the World Conservation Union (IUCN).

B.
Venue of the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Wetlands of International Significance, Especially as Waterfowl Habitat

46. At the 5th plenary session, on the afternoon of Monday, 28 June 2004, on a proposal by the representative of Kenya, the experts agreed to recommend to the ministers that they give every support to Uganda in hosting the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Wetlands of International Significance especially as Waterfowl Habitat, particularly in view of the relevance of that convention to Africa.

C.
Climate change

47. The representatives of the African Climate Change Negotiating Group briefed the experts on climate change issues, noting the finding of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in its third assessment report that Africa was particularly vulnerable to the predicted impacts of climate change and the expectation that, at its forthcoming meeting, the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change would give prominence to Africa and urge the international community to provide ample resources to meet the continent’s needs. In addition, the Group had identified primary needs facing Africa in tackling climate change, which included the need for vulnerability assessments at national and regional levels and for funding support, including from GEF and the Special Climate Change Fund, and stressed the urgent need for the Kyoto Protocol to enter into effect. 

D.
Activities of the NEPAD secretariat

48. The representative of NEPAD reported on the Partnership’s work, together with other agencies, including the African Development Bank, UNEP, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Inter-Agency Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR), on a continental strategy for risk management. On her proposal, the meeting agreed to recommend to the ministers that they endorse the draft strategy prior to its submission to NEPAD. A draft decision to that effect is contained in annex II to the present report.

49. Reviewing activities conducted under NEPAD, she highlighted, in particular, the preparation of an African position for the forthcoming international forum on disaster risk reduction, to be held in Kobe, Japan, early in2005, and its work on such areas as capacity-building, environmental assessment and wetlands. Chief among problems impeding implementation of NEPAD activities were its over‑reliance on donor funding and lack of capacity amongst member States and regional economic communities. She reported on progress in the integration of NEPAD into the African Union, stressing that such integration should not undermine countries’ ownership of the Partnership or stifle their enthusiasm.

XII. Adoption of the report of the expert group meeting

50. At the 6th plenary session, in the night of 28–29 June 2004, the experts adopted their report, based on the draft report that had been circulated in documents UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/10/L.1 and Add.1, and as orally amended in the meeting.
XIII. Closure of the meeting

51. Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 3 a.m. on Tuesday, 29 June 2004.

Annex I

Draft Sirte declaration on the environment for development


We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004, at the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, 


Noting with satisfaction the contribution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in providing political guidance and leadership for environmental advocacy in Africa,

Concerned that many African countries may not be able to achieve the goals and targets of the Millennium Development Goals, in particular the goals on extreme poverty and hunger,

Also concerned about increasing environmental threats facing Africa and the continent’s vulnerability to global environmental change, including climate change and desertification, which in turn compromise the efforts of the continent to promote sustainable development,

Noting with concern the weak capacity of African countries to cope with the adverse effects of environmental change and to manage emergencies and disasters,

Recognizing the adverse effects of conflicts on sustainable development in Africa,

Also recognizing that Africa has the highest rate of urbanization in the world, 


Emphasizing the need for global peace and security, as the basis for stability and sound environmental management;


Welcoming the adoption of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development as Africa’s common vision for achieving sustainable development and its acceptance by the United Nations General Assembly as the framework for international support for Africa, and in this regard, further welcoming the endorsement by the African Union of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Noting the roles of regional, subregional and national bodies in the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Noting also the role of international organizations, non-governmental organizations, the private sector and financial development institutions in the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Noting further the role played by the Global Environment Facility in funding the implementation of environmental programmes and projects, 


Noting with satisfaction the establishment by the Global Environment Facility of a pilot programme for adaptation and the operationalization of the Special Climate Change Fund, in which funding for adaptation will be a priority,

Noting the need to revise the existing Constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment with a view to revitalizing the Conference,

Acknowledging the usefulness of the first report in the Africa Environment Outlook series as the first regional comprehensive  report  on the state of Africa’s environment and its contribution to the understanding of environmental challenges facing the continent and, in this regard, looking forward to the preparation of the second Africa Environment Outlook report to be launched in July 2006,

Recognizing the weak capacities of African States to implement the programmes and projects identified in the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration of September 2000, in which the international community recognized the special challenges of Africa and committed itself to supporting Africa in achieving sustainable development,

Recalling also recent major United Nations conferences and summit meetings, as well as the summit meetings of the Group of Eight and the third Tokyo International Conference for Africa’s Development, held in October 2003, 


Emphasizing the inextricable linkages between environmental management, poverty eradication and sustainable development,

Emphasizing also that policy, legal and institutional frameworks at all levels is essential for achieving sustainable development,

Recalling the commitments made at the Partnership Conference on the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development held in Algiers in December, 2003,


Noting the declaration made in Paris on 26 January 2004 by ministers of environment of six African countries on the promotion of the use of biosphere reserves as operational sites for sustainable development in combating poverty,


Noting with satisfaction the establishment of the African round-table on sustainable consumption and production and the Casablanca Statement on Sustainable Consumption and Production adopted in Casablanca, Morocco, in May 2004,


Hereby declare our resolve:



1.
To implement fully the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,



2.
To stress the urgent need to promote the integration of the environmental dimension into poverty reduction strategies,



3.
In particular, to implement fully the capacity development programme of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, as well as the 81 priority projects, including those selected as part of the African process, presented to the Partners’ Conference in Algiers in December 2003;



4.
To develop subregional action plans as part of capacity building for the implementation of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;



5.
To commit themselves to the promotion of thematic centres of excellence in support of capacity‑building, data collection and analyses, and identification of information gaps and needs in Africa;



6.
To forward the capacity development component of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development as Africa’s input to the work of the High‑Level Open-Ended Intergovernmental Working Group on an Intergovernmental Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity‑Building, and Africa’s specific request for support in capacity‑building;



7.
To urge Governments to take necessary action to ensure that the General Trust Fund of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment is replenished within  the intercessional period;



8.
To request the President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to mobilize additional financial resources from bilateral and multilateral institutions, including the Global Environment Facility;



9.
To call upon the Global Environment Facility to continue giving high priority to African countries in allocating financial resources for the successful implementation of the action plan to combat desertification;


10.
Further to call upon the donor community to provide adequate resources to the special climate change fund;


11.
To urge African members of the Global Environmental Facility Council to advocate, in the Council, support for the implementation of the capacity development programme in full within the context of the implementation of environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;



12.
To await the decision of the Global Environment Facility to provide partial financing for the implementation of the capacity development programme within the context of the implementation of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;



13.
To call upon the President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in collaboration with the Minister responsible for the environment in Senegal to convene an extraordinary meeting of the Conference in December 2004 to review the implementation of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;



14.
To call upon the President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to forge cooperative links with the relevant structures of the African Union, its secretariat and its appropriate commissions, as well as with the secretariat of the New Partnership of Africa’s Development, with a view to harmonizing institutional arrangements, taking into account the new structures of the African Union;



15.
To commit ourselves to make every effort to integrate the environmental dimension into national sustainable development in Africa and to recognize the peculiar needs of the poor and marginalized communities;


16.
To commit ourselves further to prioritizing and drawing synergies from the issues of chemical management, the strategic approach to international chemicals management (SAICM) process, environmental impact assessment, the phasing out of leaded gasoline, sustainable human settlements; post‑conflict environment assessment, health and environment and disaster risk management highlighted during the tenth session of the Conference; 



17.
To strengthen further cooperation with all regional and subregional bodies, including external partners, in the pursuit of sustainable development;



18.
To reaffirm our endorsement of the Africa Environment Outlook process as a monitoring and reporting tool for sustainable environment management and to provide a framework for national and subregional integrated environmental assessment and reporting, as well as strengthening the role of African universities in environmental assessment;



19.
To note with appreciation the implementation of the Africa environmental information network at national, subregional and regional levels, to strengthen access to reliable environmental data and information in Africa;



20.
To welcome with appreciation the distribution by the United Nations Environment Programme of comprehensive Landsat data of each country and to request the United Nations Environment Programme to support the effective use of these datasets; 



21.
To urge African Governments to support and attend the international meeting for the small island developing States scheduled to be held in Mauritius from 10 to 14 January 2005;



22.
To welcome the courageous decision of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to abandon all programmes which might lead to the production of weapons of mass destruction;



23.
To give effect to the decisions adopted by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment at its tenth session, in Sirte, on 30 June 2004;



24.
To mandate the President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to submit the report of the tenth session of the Conference, including the Sirte Declaration and its annexes, to the Assembly of the African Union;



25.
To pay tribute to the leader of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Colonel Muammar Qaddafi, his Government and the Libyan people for the warm welcome and the hospitality extended to participants at the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, which vastly contributed to its success.

Annex II

Draft decisions for consideration and possible adoption by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment

A.
Draft decision on implementation of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development



We, African Ministers of Environment,



Having met in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004, at the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,


Decide:

(a) To invite the secretariat of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development in collaboration with relevant regional institutions:

(i)
To identify the appropriate funding mechanisms for the implementation of the projects included in the action plan; 

(ii)
To develop appropriate communication mechanisms between countries and the regional economic communities;

(b) To invite development partners to assist in providing resources for developing the capacities of the regional economic commissions, to enable them to discharge their responsibilities;
(c) To call upon the Global Environment Facility and other development partners to provide financial support for the implementation of the capacity-building programme in its entirety;
(d) To request the United Nations Environment Programme to provide technical support to the regional economic communities in the development of the subregional action plans of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;

(e) To invite countries to make financial contributions to the implementation of the projects of the action plan in conformity with the spirit of  the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;

(f) To call upon the African Union and the regional economic communities to strengthen the environment section of their relevant technical units;

(g) To establish effective communication between the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment and the relevant organs of the African Union and the regional economic communities for that purpose:
(i)
To hold the next meeting of the Bureau of the Conference at the headquarters of the African Union;
(ii)
To request the president of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to work with the Chair of the Commission of the African Union in pursuit of that goal.

B.
Draft decision on the development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management and other chemical and hazardous waste management issues



We, African Ministers of Environment, 


Having met in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004, at the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Recalling decisions SS.VII/3 and 22/4 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme of 15 February 2002 and 7 February 2003, respectively, in which the Governing Council initiated the development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management through a multi-sector consultative process,


Recalling also the Plan of Implementation adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg on 4 September 2002, which set a goal that, by 2020, chemicals would be used and produced in ways that lead to the minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the environment and endorsed the development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management,


Recalling that the Plan of Implementation also called for initiatives to assist African countries in elaborating national chemical profiles and regional and national frameworks and strategies for chemical management and establishing chemical focal points,


Recalling also decision 6 of the ninth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, adopted on 5 July 2002, in which the Conference endorsed the Rabat Declaration on the Environmentally Sound Management of Unwanted Stocks of Hazardous Wastes,


Recalling further the resolution on the prevention of illegal international traffic in toxic and dangerous products adopted by the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety at its fourth session, held in Bangkok from 1 to 7 November 2003,


Welcoming the entry into force of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade on 24 February 2004 and of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants on 17 May 2004, and urging African Governments which have not yet done so to become parties to the two conventions as soon as possible,


Welcoming also the timely and important Africa Stockpiles Programme, the objective of which is to clean up and safely dispose of all obsolete pesticide stocks from Africa and establish preventive measures to avoid future accumulation, and underlining the need for additional donor funding to support the programme,


Noting the successful launch of consultations on a strategic approach to international chemicals management at the first session of the Preparatory Committee for the Development of a Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management, held in Bangkok from 9 to 13 November 2003, as continued during the African regional meeting held in Abuja, Nigeria, from 24 to 26 May 2004,


Further noting the link between poverty and vulnerability to toxic chemicals, the impact of toxic chemicals on biodiversity, including natural resources depended upon by the poor, and the significance of chemicals and hazardous wastes in the context of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,


Declaring our interest in and commitment to implementing fully and quickly relevant multilateral environmental agreements and other integrated chemicals management mechanisms such as the Globally Harmonized System for Classification and Labelling of Chemicals by 2008, as agreed by the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety at its third session, held in Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, from 15 to 20 October 2000, and in the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development and as reinforced by the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety at its fourth session, with the understanding that, in many cases, such implementation will require substantial international technical and financial support,


Expressing appreciation for international support for chemical safety initiatives in Africa,


1.
Decide:


(a)
To endorse and encourage the development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management;


(b)
To emphasize the need for African Governments to prioritize sound chemicals management in national, subregional and regional planning;


(c)
To urge stakeholders to elaborate a comprehensive plan for enhanced capacity-building for developing countries in the development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management; 


(d)
To encourage multi-stakeholder participation in the development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management, particularly with respect to sectors such as agriculture, environment, justice, health, industry, labour and customs, including civil society;


(e)
To invite the African Union, subregional organizations such as the Arab Maghreb Union, the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, the Economic Community of Central African States, the Economic Community of West African States, the Southern African Development Community and others to participate actively in the development of a strategic approach to international chemicals management as an integral part of efforts by African Governments to achieve the goal of sustainable development and poverty reduction;


(f)
To appeal to the governing bodies of the participating organizations of the Inter‑Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals to adopt and to reflect in their programme of work the above decisions to enable African countries to implement fully the strategic approach to international chemicals management;


2.
Further decide:


(a)
To set as a common goal effective action to deal with all impacts of chemicals and according priority to ratification and implementation of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their disposal, Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, and Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants  and to call upon the regional groups such as the Arab Magheb Union, the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, the Economic Community of Central African States, the Economic Community of West African States and the Southern African Development Community to take chemical safety as a priority issue and to play a more active role in the negotiation and implementation of conventions and participation at conferences of the parties to conventions;


(b)
To urge the development partners to mobilize the funds necessary for the implementation of national action plans related to chemical conventions, through, among other measures, financial cooperation, capacity-building and institutional strengthening mechanisms, for the strengthening of chemical management in order to facilitate the implementation of the national action plans,


(c)
To urge the African Union and the United Nations Environment Programme to revitalize the Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the Control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes, including the establishment of a Convention secretariat and the hosting of the first meeting of the Conference of the parties within the next two years;


(d)
To urge the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme to adopt a decision on undertaking the tasks assigned to it in ensuring the prevention of illegal international traffic in toxic and dangerous products;


(e)
To support the efforts to strengthen the capacity of the regional centres of excellence in Africa, including the Basel Convention regional centres in Egypt, Nigeria, Senegal and South Africa, as key regional instruments for the implementation of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and to call upon interested States and other stakeholders to provide further support to the centres of excellence in Africa.
C.
Draft decision on the phase-out of leaded gasoline in sub-Saharan Africa



We, African Ministers of Environment, 


Having met in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004, at the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Recalling that the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development has called for the phasing out of leaded gasoline worldwide,


Recalling further the commitment that has been made by sub-Saharan African countries in the adoption of the Dakar Declaration on the Phasing out of Leaded Gasoline from Sub-Saharan Africa by the end of 2005,


Recognizing the launching of the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles during the World Summit on Sustainable Development with the purpose of promoting clean fuels and vehicles for better urban air quality in developing countries and appreciating the leading role played by the United Nations Environment Programme, as the secretariat of the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles, in the implementation of the Partnership programme,


Appreciating the progress that has been made to date in the phase-out of leaded gasoline, which includes the complete phase-out of leaded gasoline from nine countries, the introduction of unleaded gasoline in another fourteen countries, and the progress made in developing action plans in twenty-one countries,


Considering the lead phase-out activity as an important step towards improving urban air quality in African cities and taking note of the importance of considering other key issues for improving the urban air quality in sub-Saharan African countries,


Acknowledging the leading role that has been played by the United Nations Environment Programme and support provided by other partners in providing technical, financial and networking support for the phase-out of leaded gasoline,


Noting that the United Nations Environment Programme is promoting clean fuels and vehicles for better urban air quality in Africa and, to that end, that it has collaborated with the World Bank in organizing the conference on progress in the phasing out of leaded gasoline in sub-Saharan Africa, which was held from 5 to 7 May 2004 in Nairobi, Kenya,


Decides to endorse the following outcomes of the Conference which were accepted by the Ministerial meeting that was held on 7 May 2004:


(a)
To call on all sub-Saharan African countries to work for the immediate phase-out of leaded gasoline and to work together in subregions where this issue has transboundary dimensions;


(b)
To reaffirm the commitment of the Governments fully to implement the Dakar Declaration on the Phasing out of Leaded Gasoline in Sub-Saharan Africa before 2006;


(c)
To urge ministers to raise the issue of clean fuels and vehicles for better urban air quality in their countries with the objective of raising awareness on this issue with decision makers, the public and the private sector;


(d)
To encourage countries to adopt an octane level for super petrol at a minimum research octane number of 91 RON, which is sufficiently efficient for the existing infrastructural conditions and the economic need of the countries in the region;


(e)
To request the United Nations Environment Programme and the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles to provide the required technical and financial support to sub-Saharan African Governments and their partners to ensure that the goals of the Dakar Declaration are met.

D.
Draft decision on the revision of the constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment



We, African Ministers of Environment, 


Having met in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004, at the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Aware of the mandate conferred upon the Conference by ministers at the eighth session of the Conference, held in Abuja, Nigeria, from 3 to 6 April 2000, as contained in paragraph 31 of the ministerial report of the session
,


Further aware of the mandate conferred upon the Conference by ministers at the ninth session of the Conference, held in Kampala, Uganda, on 4 and 5 July 2002, as contained in decision 4 of the ninth session,


Noting that a new process of further intergovernmental consultations has been initiated, thus meeting the need closely to monitor the evolution of other initiatives under the African Union and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,


Decide: 


(a)
To note with appreciation the efforts of the secretariat of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to facilitate the completion of the document on the revised Constitution;


(b)
To note also that only a few countries have submitted comments on the draft revised Constitution;


(c)
To request the secretariat to circulate the draft revised Constitution, both in English and in French, immediately to all African countries for their review and comments;


(d)
Further to request the secretariat to incorporate the review comments of member States into the draft revised constitution and submit it for consideration by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment at its eleventh session.

E.
Draft decision on the role of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in the implementation of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development



We, African Ministers of Environment, 


Having met in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004, at the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,


Noting with appreciation the adoption of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development by the African Union at its summit meeting in Maputo in July 2003,



Reaffirming that the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development is a coherent, strategic and long-term programme of action aimed at promoting Africa’s sustainable development,



Further reaffirming our commitment to the effective implementation of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,


Recognizing that the implementation of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development will contribute to building Africa’s capacity to implement regional and international environmental agreements and effectively to address African environmental challenges,


Acknowledging the support provided by African countries, the United Nations Environment Programme, the Global Environment Facility, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and secretariats and development partners of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,


Welcoming the offers made by African countries and development partners during the Partners’ Conference on the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, held in Algiers, on 15 and 16 December 2003,
Decide:



(a)
To provide overall guidance on the implementation of the action plan of the environmental initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;


(b)
To follow-up with the subregional economic communities on the implementation of the action plan;


(c)
To cooperate with the relevant international and regional organizations and bodies on strategic issues related to the implementation of the action plan;


(d)
To mobilize high level political support for the successful implementation of the action plan;


(e)
To request the President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, with the support of the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, to secure sustainable financing to support the Conference’s collaboration with the subregional economic communities in undertaking its activities in the context of the implementation of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,


(f)
To follow up on the fulfilment of pledges by donors and international organizations;


(g)
Periodically to review progress achieved in the implementation of the action plan and make recommendations.

F. Draft decision on the status and use of the general trust fund for the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment
We, African Ministers of Environment, 
Having met in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004, at the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,
Recalling the Conference’s decision 5 on financial resources adopted at its eighth session, in Abuja, Nigeria, on 6 April, 2000, 
Further recalling its decision 4 on resource mobilization, taken at its special session in Nairobi, Kenya, on 16 October 2001, 
Noting its decision 8 on resource mobilization and the status of the general trust fund, of 7 July 2002, adopted at its ninth session, in Kampala, Uganda, on 5 July 2002,
Noting further with concern the continuing low response by member States of the Conference to contribute to the trust fund, 
Recognizing that Africa is taking measures to address its environmental challenges through major initiatives such as the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, 
Aware that the implementation of its environmental initiatives, in particular the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, will require additional human and financial resources,
Further aware that African Governments are experiencing competing demands on their limited resources to meet the basic needs of their populations, 
Aware also of the immense pressure faced by African Governments in meeting their obligations to a number of trust funds established under certain multilateral environmental agreements, 
Expressing our appreciation to those Governments that have contributed to the Conference’s general trust fund and, in that regard, also expressing our appreciation to the development partners for their support
.
Appreciating the financial and technical support that the United Nations Environment Programme provides to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,
Recognizing the need for the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to finance its own activities;

Decide: 
(a)
That Governments should make every effort to pay their outstanding contributions to the general trust fund of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment;

(b)
That the secretariat, in consultation with member States, should develop criteria for contributions by member States;

(c)
That the secretariat, also in consultation with the Bureau, should make proposals for sponsorship of some activities of the Conference, including meetings of the Bureau and the regular sessions of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment;

(d)
That the Bureau of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment should take necessary measures to strengthen the secretariat in Nairobi;

(e)
That the secretariat, in consultation with the Bureau of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, should complete the action-oriented work-plan for the use of the Conference’s general trust fund;

(f)
That the Conference should extend its appreciation to the United Nations Environment Programme and urge the Executive Director to continue to provide support to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment;

(g)
That the interest generated by the general trust fund could be used and that detailed proposals on the use of the interest earned on the general trust fund will be prepared by the secretariat and submitted to the Bureau of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment for approval prior to implementation;

(h)
That the general trust fund should continue to be managed by the United Nations Environment Programme for as long as the secretariat of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment remains with that organization;

(i)
That, given the global nature of environmental benefits and challenges, development partners, the private sector and international organizations should be encouraged to contribute to the general trust fund of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment;

(j)
That the secretariat should continue to report on the status and use of the general trust fund at meetings of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment. 
G.
Draft decision on the draft Africa strategy for disaster risk reduction 

We, African Ministers of Environment, 
Having met in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004, at the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Noting that the number of people affected and economic losses due to the occurrence of disasters triggered by natural hazards is rising in Africa;

Noting also that Africa is the only continent where the regional share of reported disasters in the world total has increased over the last decade, where hydrometeorological hazards, such as drought, flood, windstorms, tropical cyclones, landslides and wildfire, occur most pervasively and account for most of the people affected by disasters, 

Concerned that, for example, in the period 2000–2001, about 35 million people, equivalent to 13 per cent of the total population in Africa, were affected by disasters,
Also concerned that, in terms of economic losses, disasters significantly derail development in affected countries, 

Acknowledging the draft Africa strategy for disaster risk reduction that has been prepared in the context of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,
Decide:

(a) To adopt the draft Africa strategy for disaster risk reduction and to recommend that it be submitted to the Heads of State and Government Implementation Committee of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development at its next meeting, for approval and subsequent endorsement at the summit meeting of the African Union in July 2004;
(b) To recommend that the strategy be presented and communicated to other relevant ministerial forums whose portfolios encompass disaster management; 

(c) To recommend that a short-to-medium term programme of work be developed to give effect to the strategy;
(d) To recommend, through the Heads of State and Government Implementation Committee of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, that, at its summit meeting in July 2004, the African Union call for the integration of the strategy into national and local development plans and initiatives and for increased budgetary allocation to disaster management.
H.
Draft decision on Africa’s submission to the High-level Open-ended Intergovernmental Working Group on an Intergovernmental Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building



We, African Ministers of Environment, 



Having met in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004, at the tenth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,



Decide:
(a)
To submit the capacity development component of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development as Africa’s input to the work of the High-Level Open-ended Intergovernmental Working Group on an Intergovernmental Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building,
(b)
To request that this component be used as the basis of support for capacity‑building in Africa.
Principles

The guiding framework for the strategic plan for technology support and capacity building should be based on the following principles:

(a)
The objective of the plan should be to enhance the capacity of African countries to implement their environmental programmes and to support the transfer, application and use of environmentally sound technology;

(b)
The plan should be demand-driven and based on the needs of African countries;
(c)
The plan should complement and not duplicate existing activities and, in this regard, the United Nations Environment Programme should collaborate with other agencies and programmes such as the United Nations Development Programme and the Global Environment Facility as well as multilateral environmental agreements in the development and implementation of the strategic plan;

(d)
The plan should contain targets and time-frames for its implementation;

(e)
The plan should be based on the mandate of the United Nations Environment Programme;
(f)
The plan should also be based on a continuous review of the capacity‑building and technology needs of African countries;

(g)
The plan should also be a long-term strategic vision for capacity‑building.
Elements for the strategic plan

Possible elements for the strategic plan should include the following:

(a)
Enhancement of capacity at national and local levels to undertake capacity need assessment for training and technology support;

(b)
Need to integrate the capacity-building initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development into national strategic plans for environmental capacity-building;

(c)
Enhancement of national capacity to mobilize resources for capacity‑building programmes;

(d)
Strengthening of national institutions responsible for the implementation of environmental programmes including, through training opportunities;

(e)
Support for the development of policy frameworks for the effective implementation of global and regional environment related conventions;

(f)
Support for national institutions in the collection of data, analysis and monitoring of environmental trends;

(g)
Establishment, as appropriate, of thematic centres of excellence using the existing structure and framework of the African environment information network, to support African countries in their environmental capacity‑building;

(h)
Measures to facilitate the flow of relevant and targeted information and exchange of best practices, involving African civil society, non-governmental organizations and the private sector; 

(i)
Technical assistance for the development, enforcement, monitoring and compliance of national environmental legislation, including empowering the judiciary; 

(j)
Assistance for compliance with and enforcement of global and regional environmental agreements;

(k)
Capacity-building for effective participation by African countries in international environmental negotiations (e.g., the joint programme on trade and environment of the United Nations Environment Programme, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and United Nations Development Programme);
(l)
Support for the increased involvement of African scientists and research institutions in international environmental assessments such as the African Environmental Outlook;

(m)
Strengthening of environmental research and scientific institutions in African countries;

(n)
Capacity-building for the integration of environmental considerations in national development strategies;

(o)
Provision of support to regional institutions and processes; 

(p)
Enhancement of the capacity for the application and development of new technologies and identifying and disseminating best practices. 

Priority areas

The following are priority areas:

(a)
Combating land degradation, drought and desertification;

(b)
Poverty and environment;

(c)
Health and environment;

(d)
Conserving wetlands;

(e)
Preventing, control and management of invasive alien species;

(f)
Conservation and sustainable use of marine, coastal and freshwater resources;

(g)
Combating climate change;

(h)
Transboundary conservation and sustainable management of natural resources;

(i)
Chemical and waste management;

(j)
Pollution and clean production.

Annex III
AMCEN indicative work programme for the 2005–2006 biennium
NB:  Specific activities are given only where these have been negotiated by stakeholders.

	Programme elements and overall cost estimates
	Main objectives/key components
	Specific activities

	1. Role of AMCEN in the implementation of the action plan of the Environment Initiative of NEPAD

	· To enhance the preparedness of AMCEN to oversee the implementation of the action plan

· To enhance the existing links between AMCEN, African Union, NEPAD, UNEP

· To prepare AMCEN member states for the regular and special sessions of the UNEP Governing Council as well as the meetings of the governing bodies of the African Union


	

	2. Capacity-building programme*

	· To enhance AMCEN support for the implementation of the UNEP/GEF MSP on the preparation of the five subregional NEPAD environmental action plans

· To provide further support for the preparation of another GEF support to implement the remaining components of the NEPAD capacity-building initiative submitted to the NEPAD Partnership Conference held in Algiers on 15 and 16 December, 2003.


	· Support for the preparation of five subregional NEPAD environmental action plans

· Support the preparation of another GEF project aimed at:


(a) 
Strengthening African countries to 
implement MEAs of relevance to the 
action plan; 

(b) 
Undertaking a comprehensive training 
strategy for the implementation of the 
action plan; 

(c) 
Providing support for selected African 
institutions within each thematic 
programmatic area of the action plan; and 

(d) 
Supporting African centres of excellence 
and specialist networks within each 
thematic programme area of NEPAD 



	3. Land degradation and desertification


	To support and enhance the implementation of the Convention to Combat Desertification, especially its regional implementation annex for Africa
	· Establish strategies and priorities to combat desertification and to mitigate the effects of droughts

· Adopt an integrated approach to addressing the physical, biological, social and economic challenges associated with combating desertification

· Support the development and implementation of NAPs, SRAPs and RAPs of the Convention to Combat Desertification

· Build reliable and up-to-date information base on status and trends in land degradation, drought and desertification

· To support the development of useful and efficient partnership as well as relevant synergies on the basis of comparative advantage in implementing the UNCCD and other Rio conventions at all levels



	4.Coastal and marine ecosystems


	The work programme will focus on four main themes: assessment, management, coordination, and legal aspects, and cross-cutting issues such as information dissemination and exchange and emerging issues
	· Implement the project addressing land-based activities in Nairobi Convention areas by:

· Developing a new protocol on land-based activities

· Developing regional monitoring databases

· Completing and publishing transboundary diagnostic analysis (TDA) and SAP reports

· National plans of action for land based sources and activities

· Strengthen the implementation of the Abidjan Convention by:

· Developing  work programme for implementation 2005–2007

· Establishing network of focal points

· Establishing a focal points forum

· Strengthen the coordination mechanism and legal review within the Nairobi and Abidjan Convention areas by:

· Strengthening programme coordination structures in the secretariat, the Regional Coordinating Unit and information dissemination and exchange

· Updating the Nairobi Convention and its two protocols on protected areas and wild fauna and flora and combating marine pollution in cases of emergency

· Develop a regional tool kit on the establishment and management of the marine protected areas

	5. Managing forest resources
	To ensure an effective and coordinated regional approach 

to the participation of Africa in the United Nations 

Forum on Forests (UNFF)
	Support the education on the environment and forestry resources management in and out of school.

Conduct sensitization campaigns on environment issues 

	6. Climate change
	To enhance the national capacities to address climate change while at the same time promoting sustainable development objectives 
	· Strengthen national capacities to formulate policies and strategies on climate change

· Strengthen national capacities to formulate programmes and projects for funding support

· Support the preparation of vulnerability and adaptation assessments and the preparation of the national adaptation programmes of action (NAPAs) and their implementation

· Support the improvement of negotiating skills and strengthening of negotiating teams in the climate change negotiation process

	7. Environmental assessment and early warning, and environmental security
· AEO 

· AEIN 

· Capacity-building 

· Early warning 

	· To prepare the second Africa Environment Outlook (2) report

· To enhance awareness on the concept and implications of (environmental security)
	Promote dialogue on environmental security to enable Governments to take decisions on environmental issues based on their priorities and needs that facilitate their sustainable development

	8.Sustainable consumption and production

(a) Engineering education for sustainable consumption and production
(b) Awareness and preparedness for emergency at the local level (APELL) for mining
	To enhance the national capacities of African countries to absorb and use environmentally sound technologies for the fulfilment of their development objectives on the basis of sustainable production and consumption

To create the required awareness and capacity at the national and industries level to minimize the risks and consequences of mine related incidents by promoting improved preparedness for mining-related emergency at the local level
	· Facilitate implementation of the Dakar Declaration for the complete phase-out of leaded gasoline before 2006 with the support of UNEP

· Raise the awareness of clean fuels and vehicles for better urban air quality

· Encourage African countries to adopt an octane level of super petrol of a minimum of 91 RON

· etc.



	9.  Integrated environmental management in river basins


	· To support the key initiatives in Africa that have a major river basin component, such as the Nile Basin Initiative, and explore the desirability and practicality of joint work as an active partner

· To support the establishment of an enabling environment for sustainable development in the river basin countries

· To replicate the experience of the Nile Basin initiative for the Zambezi, Congo and Niger, in order to support effective basin-wide stakeholder cooperation on environmental issues

· To increase regional cooperation in environmental and water management fields in the river basin countries
	· Support Wetlands assessment, planning, management and monitoring

· Support and Strengthen information base and opportunities for sharing experiences

· Support the develop the development of capacity for restoration and rehabilitation of wetlands valuing

· Support the key initiatives promoted in Africa for sustainable management of shared major aquifer systems

	10. Post conflict environmental assessments


	· To launch post-conflict environmental assessment activities in Africa

· To identify the impact of conflict on deterioration and loses of natural resources

· To raise the environmental dimension as a priority in the post conflict needs assessment activities

· To mobilize resources to address post conflict needs
	

	11. Poverty and environment programme

(a)     Mainstream

(b)     Small‑scale (artisanal) mining (SSM) for sustainable livelihood.


	· To increase the capabilities at national and local levels to identify priorities and implement policy and management interventions for sustainable use of ecosystem services in some key sectors

· To promote the conservation and sustainable use of environmental services

· To improve and promote the awareness of poverty and environmental linkages, and ways to address these linkages in a consistent and coherent manner

· To establish legal and institutional frameworks to integrate local scale information and policy recommendations into national level policy making and decision frameworks

· To facilitate the national implementation of MEAs, the achievement of the MDGs and goals of WSSD by strengthening the capacity of countries to implement policies that mainstream environment into PRSPs

· To facilitate information exchange between regional organizations and national institutions as well as other networks working in the field of poverty and ecosystems

· To mobilize resources to address the poverty-ecosystem issues.

· To facilitate the transformation of SSM into more productive and environmentally sound operational entities contributing to poverty reduction
	

	12. Wastewater management and utilization for afforestation


	· To raise community awareness on preventing land degradation by afforestation and tree plantation through safe reuse of the wastewater

· To enhance an effective partnership between different stakeholders to create common understanding and benefit from afforestation and environmental protection activities

· To promote the perception of wastewater as a key resource providing benefits to society when processed properly and used for irrigation

· To build capacity through replicable pilot projects in different countries, and through development of focused training modules  

· To establish regional multi-stakeholder forums to exchange experiences and expertise on best practices to use municipal wastewater


	

	13. Sound management and sustainable use of chemicals
	To reduce exposure of African ecosystems, fish, wildlife and especially humans, to the harmful effects of chemicals through the prevention and reduction of anthropogenic releases in the environment
	· Strengthen information exchange and networking infrastructure to facilitate chemical information dissemination and contribute to the establishment of new ones

· Monitor and surveillance of the phase out of lead in gasoline

· Work with national Governments and development partners to establish or strengthen subregional accredition bodies for analytical laboratories in Africa



	Human Settlements Management Programme
	To support AMCEN’s policies that address management of human settlements
	· Build capacity for agencies and departments of national governments and local authorities in environmental planning and management

· Implement sustainable NEPAD city programmes pursuant to the AMCEN programme 

	Small island developing States – aspects of sustainable development
	TO BE INSERTED
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A. African Governments

Algeria
M. Benhadjoudja Abdel Kader

Principle Private Secretary

C/O Ministre de l’Aménagement du Territoire et de l’Environnement 

Palais Mustapha Bacha, Building de l’Indépendence

Alger, Algeria
Tel: (+213-21) 21432813

Fax: (+213-21) 21 43 2849

E-mail:  “abdelkader benhadjoudja” <benhadjoudja1@hotmail.com>
Angola
Dr. Graciano Domingos

Deputy Minister

Ministry Urbanisme & Environment

Luanda, Angola

Tel: 244 23 10003

Fax: 244 23 310003

Ms. Vumi Ana Guilihermina

Minister Urbanismo E Ambiente

Luanda, Angola
Tel: (+91) 229750/092 624914

Fax: (+91) 2442 310003

Email: graciano@netangola.com
Ms. Vumi Ana Guilihermina

Ministry Urbanismo Embiente

Luanda, Angola

Tel: (+91) 229750/092624914

Benin
Mme Jeanne Josette Acacha Akoha

Conseiller Technique a l’Environment

Ministere de l’Environnement, de l’Habitat et de l’Urbanisme

B.P.  01-3621,

Cotonou, Benin

Tel: (+229) 31 77 95

Fax: (+229) 30 45 43/31 50 81

Email:  jeacahah@yahoo.com
Botswana

Ms. Arabang Kanego

Principal Natural Resources 

Officer

National Conservation Strategy Agency 

Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism

P/Bag 0068

Gaborone, Botswana

Tel: (+267) 390 2050

Fax: (+267) 3902051

Email: Akanego@gov.bw
Burkina Faso
M. Alain Edourd Traore
Secretaire Permanent du Conseil

National pour l’Environnement et le Developpement Durable 

565, rue Agostino Neto 

03 BP. 7044 

Ouagadougou 03

Burkina Faso
Tél. (+226) 503 13166 

Fax : (+226) 50 31 64 91 

Email : taedkiri@hotmail.com

Burundi
M. Hakizimanana Gabriel

Directeur de l’Environnement de la Recherche et Education Environnementale 

B.P. 1365

Bujumbura, Burundi

Tel:  (+257) 23 44 26/332099

Fax: (+257) 228 902/234426

Email: bozone@cbinf.com
Cameroon
Ms. Monique Ouli Ndongo

Chief Division of Programmes and Sustainable Development

Ministere de l’Environnement

  et des Forêts

Yaoundé, Cameroun

Tel: (+237) 222 87 38

Fax: (+237) 222 94 89

Email: elisinge@aol.com, oulingongo@yahoo.fr
Pr. Tchala Abina Francois

Permanent Secretary-Environment

c/o de l’Environnement

  et des Forêts

Yaoundé, Cameroon

Tel: (+237) 222 87 38

Fax: (+237) 222 94 89

Central African Republic
M. Michel Dimbele-Kombe
Directeur General 

Ministere de l’Environnement, du Développement Durable et de l’Economie 

B.P. 686

Bangui

Central African Republic
Tel: (+236)  50 34 48

Fax: (+236) 61.57.41/615612

Chad
M. Zakaria Hoski

Secretaire General 

Ministere de l’Environnement et de l’Eau 

B.P. 447

N’Djamena

Chad

Tel :(+235) 52 0757/522099 57

Fax :(+235) 52 38 39/525668

Email: dhprs@intnet.td
M. Moctar Diphane

Conseiller Technique du Ministre 

de l’Environnement et de l’Eau 

B.P. 447

N’Djamena

Chad

Tel :(+235) 52 32 55 ou 52 20 99

Fax :(+235) c/o UNDP 52 38 39/525232

Comoros
M. Chakira Moegni

Secretaire General 

Ministere du Developpement en charge de l’Environnement

B.P. 5380 – Moroni

Comoros

Tel/Fax: (+269) 73 63 88

Email:mdossar@snpt.km

M. Mohamed Bacar Dossar

Directeur

National de l’Environnement, des Forêts et des Strategies Agricoles

B.P. 5380 – Moroni

Comoros

Tel/Fax: (+269) 73 63 88

Email:mdossar@snpt.km

Congo 
M. Germain Kombo
Conseiller a l’environnement

Ministere de l’Economie Forestiere

et de l’Environnement

Brazzaville, Congo

Tel: (+242) 668 5331/5587485

Fax: (+242) 814136
Email : kombo_g@yahoo.fr
M. Jean Paul Nguienga 
Ministere de l’Economie Forestiere

et de l’Environnement

Brazzaville, Congo

Tel: (+242) 814 141

Fax: (+242814 134

M. Jean –Juls Okabando

Ambassador du Congo Brazazaville en Libya

Tel: (+281-21) 477 2208

Côte d’Ivoire
Mme Kaba Nassere

Directeur des Politiques et Strategies de l’Environnement Ministère d’Etat, de l’Environnement

Côte d’Ivoire

Tel: 225-202 11183

Fax:225-20201183/20222050

E-mail: kabanassere@hotmail.com
Egypt
Dr. Mohamed Sayed Khalil

C.E.O

Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency

30, Misr Helwan El-Zyrae Road

Maadi, P.O. Box 11728

Cairo, Egypt

Tel: (+202) 525 6450

Fax: (+202) 525 6454

Mr. Mootaz Khalil

Director

Environment and Sustainable Development Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Cairo, Egypt

Tel: (+202) 5747847

Fax: (+202) 5747847

Email: mootazkhalil@yahoo.com
Mr. Mahmoud Hewehy

Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs, Cabinet of the Minister

c/o Misr Helwan El-Zyrae Road

Maadi, 

P.O. Box 11728

Cairo,Egypt

Tel: (+202) 525 6465

Fax: (+202) 525 6461

Mr. Mohamed Ismail Mohamed

Planning and International Relations, Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency

Tel: (+20) 12 351 4496/202 5256452

Fax: (+20) 2 5256957

Email: hamada52@yahoo.com
Mr. Ayman Shafei

International Relations Officer

Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency

30, Misr Helwan El-Zyrae Road

Maadi, 

P.O. Box 11728

Cairo,Egypt

Tel: (+20) 2 52 56 452 Ext. 7407

Fax: (+20) 2 52 56 461/(20) 12 73868454

E-mail: ABSHAFEI@Link.net
Ethiopia

Mr. Shimelis Fekadu 

EnvironmentalProtection Authority

P.O. Box 12760

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel: (+251-1) 46 46 06/7

Fax: (+251-1) 46 48 82/46 48 76

E-mail: shimelisf@yahoo.co.uk
Ghana
Mr. J.A. Allotey
Executive Director 

Environmental Protection Agency

P.O. Box M. 326

Accra, Ghana

Tel: (+233-21) 662693/664697 

Fax: (+233-21) 66 26 90

Email: jallotey@epaghana.org
Guinea 

M. Mamadouba Sylla

Directeur National de l’Environnement

Conakry, Guinea
Fax: (+224) 45 15 89 ou 224 41 61
Email:  syllaicha2002@yahoo.fr
Guinea Bissau
M. Lourenco Antonio Vaz
Directeur General de l’Environnement

QG- CP. 399

Bissau

Guinea Bissau

Tel: (+245) 203264/721 2741

Fax: (+245) 201753/201168
Email: conivaz@yahoo.com.br
Kenya
Prof. Canute Khamala
Chairman Board of Management 

National Environment Management Agency (NEMA)

P.O. Box 67839

Nairobi

Tel: (+254-20) 601945/605522/26 

Fax: (+254-20) 608997

Email: Biofish@africaonline.co.ke
Prof. Ratemo W. Michieka

Director General

National Environment Management Authority(NEMA)

P.O. Box 678339

Nairobi

Tel: (+254-20) 609013/27/79

Fax: (+254-20) 608 997

Email: dgnema@swiftkenya.com
Dr. T.U.K. M’Mella

Deputy Secretary 

Ministry of Environment Natural Resources and Wildlife

Maji House

P.O. Box 30521

Nairobi 00100

Kenya

Tel: (+254-20) 202720172

Fax: (+254-20) 272 7622

Email:  Administrator@mazingiraasili.go.ke
Mr. Ali Mohammed

Coordinator – NEPAD Coastal & Marine

National Environment Management Authority (NEMA)

P.O. Box 67839

Nairobi

Tel: (+254-20) 601945/605522

Fax: (+254-20) 68997

Email: biofish@africaonline.co.ke
Lesotho
Ms. Nthabiseng Majara

Principal Land Use Planner 

Department of Environment

Ministry of Tourism, Environment & Culture

100 Maseru

Lesotho

Tel: (+266) 22 311767/312 158

Fax: (+266) 22 311139/310 190

Email:nmajara@elms.org.ls

Mr. Jobo Molapo

Deputy Principal Secretary

Ministry of Tourism, Environment & Culture

100 Maseru

Lesotho

Tel: (+266) 22 311312

Fax: (+266) 22310190

Email: sadcelms@lesoff.co.za
Mr. Japan Mntambo

Charge d’Affairs

Embassy of Lesotho, Tripoli

Tel: (+218-21) 4840900/1

Fax: (+218-21) 4840900

Email: Lesothotripoli@yahoo.com
Liberia

Mr. Fodee Kromah

Executive Director

Environmental Protection Agency

4th Street, Sinkor

P.O. Box 4024

Monrovia, Liberia

Tel: (+231) 06 512929

Fax: 3120 5447 127 (UNDP Liberia)

Mobile: 00377 47-512 929

Email: necolib@yahoo.com, fodeekromah2001@yahoo.com
Mr. Samuel Boakai

Envirnmental Protection Agency

4th Street Sinkor

P.O. Box Box 4024

Monrovia, Liberia

Tel: 00377 47 518875/(+231) 065 18875

Email: samuel boakai samboakai2003@yahoo.com
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Dr. Mohamed A. El-Oshar

Faculty of Public Health

University of Garyuunis

Benghazi

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Tel: 061-22221 93/94

Dr. Mohamed M. Amer

Environmental Popular Committee

People’s Committee of Environment General Authority (EGA)

P.O. Box  83618

Tripoli, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Tripoli – P.O.Box 83618

Tel.: (+218-21) 4870266

Fax:  (+218-21) 4839 991/4900604

Email: Dr.Amert @Yahoo.com.

Dr. Boargob, Abdulfattah

Evnironmental Advisor/Ega.

Tel.: (+218-21) 4870266

P.O.Box 83618

Email:Aboargob@Yahoo.uk.Com.

Dr.Hamuda Salem  Mohammed

Consultant/Ega

People’s Committee of Environment General Authority (EGA)

P.O. Box  83618

Tripoli

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Tel: (+218-21) 444 84 52/4840043

Fax:  (+218-21) 4839 991/4900604

Email:  ega@egalibya.org 

Eng.El-Awej, Khalifa Abdalla

People’s Committee of Environment General Authority (EGA)

P.O. Box  83618

Tripoli

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Tel: (+218-21) 444 84 52/4840043

Fax:  (+218-21) 4839 991/4900604

Email:  elawej@hotmail.com
Malawi
Mr. R P Kabwaza

Director 

 Environmental Affairs Department

P/B 394 Lilongwe 3

Malawi

Tel: (+265-1) 77 1111

Fax: (+265-1) 77 33 79

E-mail: rkabwaza@sdnp.org.mw
Mali
M. Souleymane Cisse
Conseiller Technique

Ministere de l’Environnement et de l’Assai..ssement

BP  1634

Bamako, Mali

Tel: (+223) 229 51 68/674 99 27

Fax: (+223) 229 51 69/70

Mauritius
Mr. S. Seebaluck

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Environment and National Development Unit

10th Floor, Ken Lee Tower

Port Louis, Mauritius

Tel: (+230) 212 7181

Fax: (+230) 212 8324/212 9407

Email: "Equal" Equal@bow.intnet.mu
Morocco
Monsieur Ahmed Bouhaouli
Secretaire General

Departement de l’Environnement 

36 Av. Al Abtal

Rabat-Agdal

Royaume du Maroc

Tel: (+212-37) 772649

Fax: (+212-37) 770875

E-mail: sg@minenv.gov.ma
M. Abdallah Rattal

Chef du Service de la Cooperation Multilterale au  Departement de l’Environnement

Rabat, Morocco

Tel : (+212) 7 77 27 56/772649

Fax:  (+212) 37 770875

Email: rattall@hotmail.com
Mozambique
Mr. Andre Augusto da Silva

Executive Secretary 

National Council for Sustainable Development

Tel: (+258-1) 46 7020/1

Tel/Fax: (+258-1) 466 971

Email: condes@panintra.com  andredasilva@intra.co.mz,
Namibia
Mr. Teofilus Nghitila

Director 

Environmental Affairs, Ministry of Environment and & Tourism 

Private Bag 13306

Windhoek

Namibia

Tel: (+264-61) 249 015/284 2335/284 2302

Fax: (+264-61) 240339

Email: nghitila@dea.met.gov.na
Mr. N. Nyambe

Chief Forester

Private Bag 13346

Windhoek,  Namibia

Tel: (+264-61) 221478

Fax: (+264-61) 222 830

Email: Nrsc@africaonline.com.na
Niger
Son Excellence

Monsieur Chaibou Maman

Le Secretaire d’Etat Charge de l’Environnement et de la Lutte Contre

  la Desertification

B.P. 578

Niamey, Niger

Tel:(+227) 724622

Fax:  (+227)  724015

Email:, mre@intnet.ne 

M. Souley Aboubacar
Mnistere de l’Hydraulique, de l’Environnement et de la Lutte Contre

  la Desertification

B.P. 578

Niamey, Niger

Tel:: (+227) 73 47 82/73 69 70/733 329

Fax:  (+227) 73 55 91/73 27 84

Nigeria
Mr. Philip Olatunde Bankole

Assistant Director/Desk Officer for AMCEN, Dept of Planning Research & Statistics

Federal Ministry of Environment

9th Floor, Federal Secretariat

Shehu Shagari Way, Maitama

Abuja, Nigeria

Tel: (+234-9) 523 4041/5234119/2346596/2346597

Fax: (+234-9) 532 4014/5234119

Email:phoban24@hotmail.com
Mr. Bulus Paul Lolo

Minister

Permanent Mission of Nigeria to UN, 828 Second Avenue

10017, New York, USA

Tel: (+1 212) 2979325

Fax: (+1 212) 7971970

Email: bplolo@yahoo.com
Dr. (Mrs) Gloria Ujor

Principle Forest Officer and Desk Officer for NEPAD

Federal Ministry of Environment

9th Floor, Federal Secretariat

Shehu Shagari Way, Maitama

Abuja, Nigeria

Tel: (+234-9) 523 4041, 2342807

Fax: (+234-9) 532 4041

Dr. Oludayo Dada

Deputy Director

Pollution Control & Environment Health

Federal Ministry of Environment

Abuja, Nigeria

Tel: (+234-9) 4131394/8033118237

Fax: (+234-9) 4131394
Email: droodada@yahoo.com
Mrs. Ronke Soyombo

Deputy Director

Pollution Control & Environmental Health

Tel: (+234-9) 4131394/8033118237

Fax: (+234 9) 4131394

Email: ronkesoy@yahoo.com
Mr. Mallam S.G. Gusau

Personal Assistant 

Federal Ministry of Environment

9th Floor, Federal Secretariat

Shehu Shagari Way, Maitama

Abuja, Nigeria

Tel: (+234-9) 523 4041, 2342807

Fax: (+234-9) 532 4041

Rwanda
Mr Bishangara Cyprien,

Director of Environment

Ministry of Lands, Environment, Forestry, Water & Natural Resources

B.P. 3502

Kigali, Rwanda

Tel: (+250) 582628/29/08530290

Fax: (+250) 582629

Email: bishangara@yahoo.fr
Sao Tome 
M. Juvencio AMADO D’Oliveira

Coordinator de la Direction de l’Environnement

Ministere de l’Infrastructure des Ressources 

  Naturally et de l’Environment

São Tomé

Sao Tome and Principe

Tel: (+239-12) 23 375/21 636/24198

Fax: (+239-12) 22 824/22500

E-mail: mirecurna@cstome.net
Senegal
Mme Fatima Dia Toure

Directeur de l’Environnement et

  des Etablissements Classés

Ministère de la Jeunesse de 

   l’Environnement et de l’Hygiéne 

DENV-23  Rue Calmette,

B.P. 6557, Dakar

Tel: (+221)-8210725/822 62 11

Fax: (+221)-822 62 12/823 4683

Email:  denv@senttoo.sn
Sierra Leone
Stephen Syril James Jusu

Chief Environment Officer

Environment Protection Department

Ministry of Lands, Country Planning and the Environment

Freetown

Tel:  (+232) 22 24367/225684/76630784

Fax: (+232) 22 242013

Email: JusuSyril@yahoo.com
South Africa
Mr. Thembela Ngculu

First Secretary 

Tripoli Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Tel: (+218-21) 333 7006

Fax: (+218 21) 3340432

Mr. Zaheer Fakir

Director

International Liaison & Coordination

Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism

Pretoria, South Africa

Tel: (+27-12) 3103828

Fax: (+27-12) 3103541

Emai: Zfakir@deat.gov.za
Mr. Francis Rogers

Director

Protected Areas

Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism

Capte Town, South Africa

Tel: (+27-12) 465 72 80

Fax: (+27-21) 465 3216

Email: Rogers@inafrica.com
Achmat Samaai

Counsellor

Dept. Foreign Affairs

Tel: (+218-21) 333 7006

Fax: (+218 21) 3340432

Email:  sommaciachmat@hotmail.com
Pamela Yako

Chief Operating Office

Department of Environmental Affairs & Tourism

Pretoria, South Africa

Tel: (+27-12) 465 72 80

Fax: (+27-21) 465 3216

Email: pyako@deat.gov.za
Mr. Shavhani A. Mukwevho

P/Bag x2

Rogge Bay 8012

Pretoria, South Africa

Tel: (+27 21) 402-3551

Fax: (+27 21) 425-3626

Email: "Shavhani Mukwevho" SMukwevho@deat.gov.za
Ms. Lungi Mbanga

Assistant to Deputy Minister

Environmental Affairs and Tourism

Private Bag x447

Pretoria

Tel: (+27 12) 310 3898

Fax: (+27 12) 320 1849

Email: lmbanga@deat.gov.za
Sudan
Dr. Yagoub Abdalla Mohamed

Advisor, HCENR.

General Secretariat
Gamaa Avenue

P.O. Box 10488

Khartoum,  Sudan

Tel: (+249-11) 78 42 79/78 14 79

Fax: (+249-11) 787 617/471 437/787 617/417 437

E-mail: HCENR@sudanmail.net
Swaziland
Mr. Jameson D. Vilakati

Director of Environment

Ministry for Environment & Communications

P.O. Box 2652

Mbabane
Swaziland 

Tel: (+268) 4046420-3

Fax: (+268) 4046438/404 1719

E-mail: sea@realnet.co.sz, mintour@realnet.co.sz

Togo
M. Djeri-Alassani K. Bougonou

Directeur d l’Environnement

Ministere de l’environnement et des Ressources Forestieres

B.P. 12877

Lome, Togo

Tel : (+228) 221 51 97/221 33 21

Fax: (+228) 221 51 97/221 03 33/221 46 04

Email: bdjeri@yahoo.com
Tunisia

Mr. Dali Najih

General Director International Cooperation for the Environment, Ministry of Agriculture Environment and Water Resources

Tel: (+216 21) 

Fax: (+216 21) 799 171

Email: daki.najeh@inat.agrinet.tn
Ambassador Bahri Mabrouki

Tunisian Embassy, Tripoli, 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Tel: (+218 21) 3331051

Fax: (+218 21) 474663

Uganda
Dr. Aryamanya-Mugisha, Henry

Executive Director

National Environment Management Authority (NEMA)

NEMA House, Plot 17/19/21, Jinja Rd

P.O. Box 22255

Kampala, Uganda

Tel: (+256) 41-251064/5/8

Fax: (+256) 41-257521

E-Mail:haryamanya@nemaug.org
Info@nemaug.org
United Republic of Tanzania

Mr. Joseph Qamara,

Senior Environment Officer

Vice-President’s Office

P.O. Box 5380

Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania

Tel: 007-22 211 8416

Fax: 007-22 2125297

Email: "Joseph Qamara" josephqamara@hotmail.com, jsulle@vpdoe.go.tz
Zambia
Mr. Ignatius Makumba

Acting Principal Natural Resources Management
Officers

C/O Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources

P.O. Box 34011

Lusaka, Zambia

Tel: (+260-1) 229421

Fax: (+260-1) 229414

E-mail: menr@zamnet.zm, "Nsangu Makumba"
inmakumba@hotmail.com
Zimbabwe
Mr. Philip Chikwende Manyaza

Ministry of Mines, Environment and Tourism

14th Floor, Karigamombe Centre

Private Bag 7753, Causeway

Harare

Tel: (+263-4) 757881/5; 751720/2; 794455/882 926

Fax: (+263-4) 755007/757877

Dr. John Shumba Mvundura

Ambassador

Zimbabwe Embassy 

Tripoli, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Tel: (+218-21) 477 38 40

Fax: (+218-21) 4781364

Mr. Stephen Tserayi

Minister’s Adviser

Ministry of Mines, Environment and Tourism

14th Floor, Karigamombe Centre

Private Bag 7753, Causeway

Harare
Tel: (+263-4) 91318 609

Mr. Fidelis Tseriwa

Deputy Permanent Representative 

Permanent Mission of Zimbabwe to UNEP

Nairobi, Kenya

Fax: (+254-20) 3748079 

Mr. Ishmael Chikwenhere

Minister Counsellor

Zimbabwe Embassy, Tripoli, 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Tel: (+218-21) 4781809

Fax: (+218-21) 4781809

Email: khikwenhere@yahoo.com
Mr. Samba Sowe

Translator

Zimbabwe Embassy, Tripoli, 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Tel: (+218-21) 4773 840

II. International organizations
A. United Nations bodies 
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN‑Habitat)
Kibe Muigai

Human Settlement Adviser

Urban Environment Section SCP, Urban Branch

P.O. Box 30030

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. (+254-20) 623209

Fax. (+254-20) 623715

Email: kibe.muigai@unhabitat.org
United Nations Industrial Development Programme (UNIDO)

Mr. Chika Ukwe

Industrial Development Officer

Energy and Clean Production Branch

P.O. Box 300 – A-1400 Vienna

Austria

Tel: (+431) 260 26 3465

Fax: (+431) 26026 6819

Email: unido@unido.org, c.ukwe@unido.org
World Meteorological Organization (WMO)

Mr. Mohamed Boulama

Representative

WMO Subregional Office for Western and Central Africa

Tel: (+234-1) 269 2141/42/43

Fax: (+234-1) 77 50711

Email: wmosrowa@undp.org,

Mboulama@alpha.linkserve.com
United Nations Population Fund (UNPFA)
Mr. Benoit Kalasa

Regional Advisor

Country Support Team

8714 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel: (+251-1) 444113

Fax: (+251-1) 517133

Email: kalasa@unfpa.org
United Nations for Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

Ms. Noeline R. Rakotoarisoa

Programme Specialist

Sciences Sector

Regional Office in Dakar

Tel: (+221) 849 2309

E-mail: n.raondry-rakotoarisoa@unesco.org
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

Ms. Cristina Boelcke

Director

Division of Regional Cooperation

United Nations Environment Programme

P.O. Box 30552

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: (+254 2) 623517

Fax: (+254 2) 

Email: Cristina.boelcke@unep.org
Mr. Sekou Toure

Director

UNEP Regional Office for Africa

P.O. Box 30552
Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: (+254-20) 624284

Fax: (+254-20) 623928

Email:  Sekou.toure@unep.org
Mr. Mahmood Abdulraheem

Director

Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA)

P.O. Box 10880 Manama, Bahrain

Tel: (+973) 17 812 777

Email: mahmood.Abdulraheem@unep.org.bh
Mr. Peter Acquah

Senior Programme Officer and AMCEN Secretary

UNEP Regional Office for Africa

P.O. Box 30552

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: (+254-20) 624289

Fax: (+254-20) 623828

Email:  Peter.acquah@unep.org
Mr. Munyaradzi Chenje

Regional Coordinator, Africa

Division of Early Warning and Assessment

United Nations Environment Programme

P.O Box 30552

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. (+254-20) 624546

Fax. (+254-20) 624309

Email: munyaradzi.chenje@unep.org
Ms. Angele Luh

Programme Officer 

UNEP Regional Office for Africa

P.O. Box 30552

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: (+254-20) 624289

Fax: (+254-20) 623828

Email: Angele.luh@unep.org
Mr. Johannes Akiwumi 

Programme Officer

Division of Early Warning and Assessment

United Nations Environment Programme

P.O Box 30552 Nairobi

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. (+254-20) 624124

Fax. (+254-20) 624315

E-mail: johannes.akiwumi@unep.org
Ms. Estherine Lisinge-Fotabong

Programme Officer – NEPAD

United Nations Environment Programme

P.O Box 30552 Nairobi

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. (+254-20) 623638

Fax. (+254-20) 624315

E-mail:: Estherine.Lisinge-Fotabong@unep.org

Mr. Chris Ambala

Consultant

Division of Early Warning and Assessment

United Nations Environment Programme

P.O Box 30552 Nairobi

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. (+254-20) 623818

Fax. (+254-20) 624309

Email: chris.ambala@unep.org
Ms. Teresa Khasakala

Administrative Assistant

Regional Office for Africa

P.O Box 30552 Nairobi

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel. (+254-20) 624282

Fax. (+254-20) 623928

E-mail: Teresa.khasakala@unep.org
Ms. Esther N. Njenga

Regional Office for Africa

P.O. Box 30552 Nairobi

Tel. (+254-20) 624282

Fax. (+254-20) 623928

E-mail: Esther.njenga@unep.org
B. Convention secretariats
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat

Mr. Abou Bamba

Coordinator, Africa

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 

Rue Mauverney 28, CH-1196 Gland, Switzerland

Tel.: + 41 22 999 01 72 

Fax: + 41 22 999 01 69

Email: bamba@RAMSAR.org
Mr. Anderson Koyo

Ramsar –NEPAD Liaison Officer

P.O. Box 40241

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel.: (+254-20) 605443  

Email: Akoyo@kws.org
Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade 

Fatoumata Ouane

Scientific Affairs Officer

UNEP Chemicals

11-13 chemin des Anémones 

CH-1219 Chatelaine

Geneva, Switzerland 

Tel: (+41 22) 917 8161

Fax: (+41 22) 797 3460

Email:  faunae@unep.org
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in the Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa 

Mr. Moise Akle

Regional Coordinator for Africa

Tunis, Tunisia

Tel: (+216) 71 10 3691

Fax: (+216) 71832208

Email: m.akle@afdb.org
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
Mr. Luis Gomez-Echeverri

Coordinator

Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

P. O. Box 260 124, Haus Carstanjen

Martin-Luther-King-Strasse 8

D-53175 

Bonn, Germany

Tel: (+49) 228 815 1000

Fax: (+49) 228 815 1999/5

Email: Secretariat@unfccc.de
Mr. Festus Luboyera

Senior Programme Officer

Implementation Programme

Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

P. O. Box 260 124, Haus Carstanjen

Martin-Luther-King-Strasse 8

D-53175 

Bonn, Germany

Tel: (+49) 228 815 1541

Fax: (+49) 228 815 1599

Email: Secretariat@unfccc.de, floboyera@unfccc.int
C.  International regional and subregional organizations
African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD)

Mr. Zilore Mumba

Chief of Division

Weather Watch & Prediction

Niamey, Niger

Tel: (+227) 734992

Fax: (+227) 723627

Email: zmumba@acmad.ne, acmadem@acmad.ne
Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE)

Mr. Ahmed Abdelrehim

Senior Programme Specialist

P.O. Box 1057 Heliopolis Bahary

Cairo, Egypt

Tel: (+202) 451 3921/22/23/24

Fax: (+202) 451 3918

Email: ahrehim@cedare.org.eg
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)
Mr. Shamseldin Salim

Agric. Economist, IPPSD

Lusaka, Zambia

Tel: (+260-1) 229725132

Fax: (+260-1) 225107

Email: smsalim@camesa.int
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
Mr. Traore Salifou

Principle Programme Officer

Arde, ECOWAS

Abuja, Nigeria

Tel: (+234) 9 314 76 36

Fax: (+234) 9 314 7646

Email: 

European Commission

Ms. Francoise Villette

EU Africa Relations

Brussels

B-1049 Brussels

Belgium

Tel: (+32-2) 296 87 12

Email : francoise.villette@cec.eu.int
Institut de l’energie et de l’environnement de la Francophone (IEPF)

Mr. Dahman Saidi Abdeslam

Quebec, Canada

Tel:  212 37 681705

Fax: 212 37 775801

E-mail: a.dahman@iao.ac.ma
League of Arab States

Mr. Salah M-Idris

Head of Resources Section

Environment & Sustainable Development

Tahrir Sq 11642

Cairo, Egypt

Tel: (+202) 575 0511 Ext. 3662

Fax: (+202) 574 3023

Email: salah.Idris@las.int
New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD)
Ms. Hesphina Rukato

Advisor

NEPAD Secretariat

Dev. Bank of South Africa

NEPAD Secretariat

1258 Lever Rd

Headway Hill, Midrand

Johannesburg , South Africa 

Tel: (+27-11) 313 3716

Fax: (+27-11) 313 3450

Email: Hesphina@nepad.org
Mr. David Samuel Njiki Njiki

Executive Secretary

Interim Secretariat of NEPAD Environment Component (SINEPADIENU)

Dakar, Senegal

Tel: (+221) 842 7311/578 9507

Fax: (+221) 842 7311

Email: njikinjiki@yahoo.com
Sahara and Sahel Observatory

Dr. Debbabi Fethi

Head Communication and External Relations 

Sahara and Sahel Observatory “OSS”
BP31-1080 Tunis Cedex

Tunisia

Tel: (+216) 71 806 522 

Fax: (+216) 71 807 310

Email: fethi.debbabi@oss.org.tn
Union du Maghreb Arabe (UMA

M. Abdessalem Kallala
Union du Maghreb Arabe (UMA)

27 Rue Okba,

AGDAL, Rabat

Morocco

Tel: (+212-37) 63476500

Fax: (+212-37) 376 71253 

E-mail: sg.uma@maghrebarabe.org, kallala2000@yahoo.com
World Conservation Union (IUCN)
Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw

Country Director

IUCN Regional Office for West Africa

01 BP 1618, Ouagadougou 01

Burkina Faso

Tel: (+226) 50328500

Fax: (+226) 50307561
Email: ibrahim.thiaw@iucn.org

Dr. Eldad Tukahirwa

Regional Director 

IUCN- Eastern Africa Regional Office

P.O. Box 68200

Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: (+254 20) 890605-263-728266

Fax: (+254 20) 890 615

Email:  emt@iucnearo.org
Ms. Susan Matindi

IUCN NEPAD Coordinator

IUCN, Kenya

P.O. Box 52139

Tel: (+254 20) 890605-263-728266

Fax: (+254 20) 890 615

Email: swmatindi@iucnearo.org
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)

Dr. Samuel Kanyamibwa

WWF Regional Representative

Eastern Africa Regional Programme

5th Floor, ACS Plaza

Lenana Road

P.O. Box 62440
Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: (+254-20) 577 355

Fax: (+254-20) 577 389

Email: skanyamibwa@wwfearpo.org
______________________

�  UNEP/AMCEN/8/7.


* A five year-rolling plan (i.e. 2004–2009).
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