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Summary Report on AMCEN

A. The Eighth Session of the Africa Ministerial Conference on he Environment

Abuja, Nigeria, 3-6 April 2000

The Eighth Session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) was held 3-6 April 2000 in Abuja, Nigeria.  An Experts Group Meeting attended by delegates from 48 countries preceded the Ministerial segment of the Session.  The Ministerial Segment was attended by Ministers from 29 countries.  Representatives from 12 United Nations Agencies, 6 African regional and sub-regional organizations as well as 14 private sectors and NGOs also attended the Session.

His Excellency Olusegun Obasanjo, President of Federal Republic of Nigeria opened the Ministerial Segment of the Session.  The Session discussed AMCEN's role in sustaining Africa's future, proposals for policy and institutional change, proposals for a medium-term programme (2000-2004) and suggested actions.  The main outcome of the Session were:

1. Political Support

The Session agreed upon a strong political commitment, by AMCEN Member 

States to support a renaissance of the Conference.  African Ministers agreed on a new and dynamic AMCEN through the Abuja Declaration which outlined the way forward for the Conference.

2. Policy and Institutional Reform

Further to the political commitment,  the Ministers agreed on a policy and

 institutional reform for AMCEN.  They therefore established new organs that will oversee and ensure the implementation of the programme and activities adopted.  They elected a new Bureau comprising of representatives from the five geographical subregions, namely: President (Nigeria/West Africa), Vice-Presidents (Morocco/North Africa; Southern Africa/Southern African and Uganda/Eastern Africa), Rapporteur (Cameroon/Central Africa). 

Further an Inter-Sessional Committee was established comprising of 5 Bureau Members and 5 additional Ministers representing each subregion.  The following additional countries were elected Congo Popular Republic (Central), Ghana (West), Malawi (Southern), Tunisia (North) and United Republic of Tanzania (Eastern).


An Inter-Agency Technical Committee was also established comprising the OAU, ECA, AFDB, UNEP, UNDP as well as any relevant subregional and regional organizations.  UNEP was given the responsibility of serving as the secretariat for the Conference and was also requested to provide a senior officer to run the Secretariat.

3. AMCEN Trust Fund Reform
With respect to the AMCEN Trust Fund  the Ministers agreed a mandatory 

contributions to the Trust Fund on the basis of grouping of countries according to specific amounts to be contributed, namely: 

Group I -  US$200,000

Group II - US$100,000 

Group III - US$ 50,000 

Group IV - US$ 25,000



In line with the groupings the Ministers agreed to collect more than US$ 3 million in the next two years to the Trust Fund.  According to these grouping Zimbabwe is expected to contribute US$25,000.  During the Ministerial segment Lesotho, Mauritania, Mozambique and Nigeria announced their contributions to the fund which amounted to US$340,000.

B.
First Meeting of the AMCEN Inter-Sessional Committee, Mälmo, Sweden 31 May 2000


The Eighth Session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment held in Abuja, Nigeria in April 2000 adopted a new Policy and Institutional Change for AMCEN in which an Inter-Sessional Committee was established.  The Inter-Sessional Committee held its First Meeting on 31 May 2000 during the Global Environment Forum in Mälmo, Sweden.  The main objective of the meeting was to review the AMCEN Medium-Term Program with a view to identifying key priorities for implementation in the 2000-2001 biennium.

The meeting was attended by members of the Inter-Sessional Committee, namely: Nigeria, South Africa, Morocco, Uganda, Cameroon, Congo, Tanzania, Tunisia, Malawi and Ghana.


The meeting started with a power-point presentation by Mr. Bakary Kante in the new vision and programmatic responses for Africa's environment were outlined priorities identified.  On the basis of the discussions after the presentation, the Inter-Sessional Committee agreed on the following priorities for implementation in 2000-2001 biennium.

(a) Regional Environment Outlook

(b) Negotiations on multilateral Agreements:  United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol, Convention to Combat Desertification, Convention on Biological Diversity and its Biosafety Protocol, Persistent Organic Pollutants, Montreal Protocol

(c) Implementation of Regional Agreements:  Nairobi and Abidjan Conventions and Cape Town Declaration

(d) Rio+10 Preparations

In addition to these priorities and on the basis of the decision of the tenth 

meeting of the Bureau of AMCEN, an AMCEN Website will be established to facilitate the flow and exchange of information.

C.
First Meeting of the Inter-Agency Technical Committee, Nairobi,  Kenya 

12-14 July 2000


The First Meeting of the Inter-Agency Technical Committee (IATC) of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) was held at UNEP headquarters in Nairobi from 12-14 July 2000.

The meeting was attended by African Development Bank (ADB), Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, Economic Community of West African States, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, Inter-Governmental Authority on Development, Southern Africa Development Community, Organization of African Unity, Human Sciences Research Council, National Environment Authority of Uganda, Biodiversity Development and Conservation Programme of Cameroon, African Centre for Technology Studies, Centre De Suivie Ecologique, Senegal, African Academy of Sciences, Tanzania and Morocco permanent Missions to UNEP, World Bank, UNDP/UNSO, International Maritime Organizations, UNESCO and UNEP.

The meeting produced a biennial programme budget comprising priorities of the medium-term programme that were approve by the First Meeting of the Inter-Sessional Committee of AMCEN as well as other priorities of the medium-term programme.  The total budget for the priorities of the medium-term programme that were approved by the First Meeting of the Inter-Sessional Committee amounted to US$4,568,270.  While the other priorities amounted to US$2,450,000.  In addition, other relevant initiatives and activities that have close inter-linkages with the medium-term programme were also identified by the Committee.  The Inter-Agency Technical Committee also identified key potential sources of funding for expediting the implementation of the priority activities of the medium-term programme, namely:

· A special resource mobilization effort by the President and Bureau of AMCEN to raise funds for all and/or some of the priority activities identified by the Inter-Sessional Committee;

· Request should be made by the President of AMCEN to the co-operating partners to provide funding for any of the programme activities.  Specifically, this request should be sent to such agencies as UNDP, UNDP/UNSO, World Bank, African Development Bank, UNESCO, etc.

· The Inter-Sessional Committee of AMCEN should consider the feasibility as well as the conditions for allocating a portion of the available capital in the AMCEN Trust Fund for the implementation of specific activities.

In addition to these, the Committee identified other measures to be undertaken which will enhance the effective implementation of the programme, namely:

· Strengthened institutional support to AMCEN;

· AMCEN dialogue with key sectoral ministries, the private sector and civil society to enlist their support in the implementation of the medium-term programme;

· Development of communication and public information strategy which will also include the establishment of an AMCEN website, introduction of an AMCEN newsleter/bulletin, and a series of publications;

· Institutional support to African collaborating centres, which will be seen as potential implementation mechanisms for the medium-term proramme and related decisions of the Conference.

In order to maintain close working ties between the IATC and the AMCEN Secretariat, the Committee elected a core team comprised of two co-chairs (Organization of African Unity and African Development Bank), one rapporteur (Biodiversity Development and Conservation Programme of Cameroon), one Secretary (Regional office for Africa).

