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Note by the secretariat


Reproduced in the annex to the present note are reports** prepared by the secretariats of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa, and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

Annex
The Convention on Biological Diversity and Sustainable Development in Africa


When considering international cooperation and the African objectives with regard to sustainable development and their expectations with respect to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), Ministers may wish to consider the role that the Convention on Biological Diversity can play as a vehicle to achieve the specific objectives of the region.  

The Convention on Biological Diversity is based on the understanding that biodiversity underpins sustainable development in many ways, such as by providing food, climate stability, water filtration and soil conservation services, as well as materials for shelter and medicines for human health.  It plays a key role in the social and economic development and well-being of nations. Sustainable development clearly cannot be achieved without the sustainable use of biological diversity. 

Parties to the Convention have recognized that biological diversity is of the utmost relevance to a number of issues relating to sustainable development and to be addressed in Johannesburg, including the planning and management of land resources; sustainable tourism; combating deforestation; managing fragile ecosystems; promoting sustainable agriculture and rural development; and marine and coastal biological diversity. 

At its sixth meeting, in The Hague (April 2002), the Conference of the Parties to the Convention decided to send a special message to the Johannesburg Summit and to emphasize the relevance of the Convention on Biological Diversity to the Summit’s objectives.

The Convention has already made important contributions to the implementation of Agenda 21 and to the basic objective of the Johannesburg Summit, in areas of special significance to Africa. Examples include: 

· Benefit-sharing of the utilization of genetic resources: the adoption by the Conference of the Parties, in April 2002, of the Bonn guidelines on access to genetic resources and sharing of the benefits of their utilization constitutes a major step forward in the implementation of the third objective of the Convention of great significance to the biodiversity-rich countries of Africa. The region may wish to build on this success to enable countries of the region to take an active part in the new economy associated with the use of biological diversity, genetic resources and biotechnology. 

· Biotechnology: The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety establishes mechanisms likely to make an important and concrete contribution to technology transfer, and provides an opportunity for countries of the region to gain access to information and technology that will enable them to participate in biotechnology, one of the most important industries for the coming century. It also represents a significant advance in international environmental law, as its procedures constitute the most detailed elaboration of the precautionary approach thus far. 

· Technology transfer: Work is being initiated to prepare for the consideration of technology transfer as an item for in-depth consideration at the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties, in 2004, providing an additional opportunity for the countries of the region to pursue concrete actions in this field, in connection with genetic resources and biotechnology or otherwise. 

· Traditional knowledge:  The Convention provides a unique opportunity to ensure respect for, maintenance, protection and promotion of traditional knowledge relating to biological diversity in the region, through intellectual property rights or sui generis systems.  

· Financial resources for sustainable development: through the Financial Mechanism of the Convention operated by the Global Environment Facility, the Convention is the single largest source of funding for biodiversity conservation in the world. Over the last nine years, it has invested approximately $1.2 billion and leveraged another 2 billion to fund projects in developing countries. Currently the GEF has 216 projects in Africa totaling $US 449,544,000.00
· Thematic programmes and cross-cutting issues: A large number of work programmes have been adopted with respect to the various ecosystems and new concepts have been developed to meet the needs of the developing countries, with a focus on capacity-building. In developing or reviewing these programmes, the three basic objectives of the Convention (conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising form the utilization of genetic resources) are addressed in an integrated manner, which makes it possible to address many WSSD goals in the priority areas for sustainable development singled out by the UN Secretary General.

· International cooperation: The Convention has developed inter-agency cooperation and synergies: the wide range of organizations participating in all programs and fields of activities, whether scientific, social or economic, has given a new meaning to international cooperation in the region and holds promise for continued support.

Ministers may wish to reaffirm Africa’s objectives and seek renewed commitment in these and other areas in which the Convention could serve as a vehicle for advancing their priorities.

One of key challenges of the Johannesburg Summit from the perspective of the Convention on Biological Diversity could be to send a clear political signal that the achievement of the objectives of the Convention is a prerequisite for sustainable development.  There is a need for a renewed commitment to the Convention as an effective global mechanism that can consolidate and strengthen efforts being undertaken through the numerous regional and international biodiversity related agreements and programmes.  A mechanism that:

· Can clarify and define the role and importance of biodiversity in the wider context of socioeconomic development, in particular in global trade, agriculture, development and poverty alleviation;

· Can define a common international agenda based on sound priority setting and can address important and emerging issues;

· Can set well-defined international goals and targets;

· Can harness the efforts under all related agreements and programs in the implementation of the common international agenda, goals and targets;

· Can foster partnership and linkages between not only biodiversity related agreements but also between them and other related regimes.

Another key challenge of the Johannesburg Summit is how to ensure that global trade, agriculture and development assistance (ODA), and environment policies are mutually supportive. With regard to trade, there is a need to establish an enabling political environment for addressing issues at the interface of trade and biological diversity in relevant forums in a more concrete manner.  These issues include the patentability of life forms; the protection of the knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities associated with genetic resources; continued access to genetic resources and unlawful appropriation of genetic resources; the interplay between the Biosafety Protocol’s precautionary approach; the packaging, labelling and identification provisions of the Protocol and the WTO Agreements.

Yet another challenge is to facilitate coordinated implementation at the national level through increased capacity-building efforts, integrating biodiversity into other sectors and the provision of adequate resources for this purpose.  

Further progress toward the objective of sustainable development depends, to a large extent, on renewed commitment by member states with respect to these challenges.  In conclusion, AMCEN could invite the Johannesburg Summit to:

· First, recall that the objectives of the Convention are essential to achieving sustainable development and that achieving these objectives will require policy coherence between all relevant instruments and processes, renewed political will on the part of Governments; 
· Secondly, urge member States that have not yet done so to ratify the Convention and its Biosafety Protocol, and all member states to renew their commitments to cooperation and to providing the resources and technology required for the implementation of the Convention.
· Thirdly, seek renewed commitment to areas of special significance for the region.
Africa’s participation in, and benefits from, the work programs under of the Convention on Biological Diversity  

Over the years the Convention has developed and adopted new concepts and policies, concrete programs, designated specific objectives, and has launched work programs on agricultural biodiversity, the biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands, forest biodiversity, inland waters biodiversity, marine and coastal biodiversity, access and benefit-sharing, invasive aliens species, scientific assessments, ecosystem approach, indicators, global taxonomy initiative, traditional knowledge, sustainable tourism and education and public awareness, thus moving from policy setting to implementation. African countries concerns have been included in all these work programs.

· Forest biological diversity: The new expanded program on forest biological diversity is a major shift towards conservation and sustainable use. It addresses ecosystem goods and services, sustainable use of forests, as well as access and benefit-sharing. It includes many activities on halting deforestation through sustainable harvesting on non-timber forest resources, forest laws enforcement and capacity building.

· Agricultural biological diversity: The program of work on agricultural biological diversity calls for priority actions up to 2010, with a special attention to issues on pollinators, soil biodiversity, animal genetic resources, trade liberalization and genetic use restriction technologies.  The new International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Soil Biodiversity, the on-going preparation of the first Report on the State of World’s Animal Genetic Resources under the leadership of FAO, and the further studies on the impacts of the application of genetic use restriction technologies on smallholder farmers, indigenous and local communities and Farmers’ Rights and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture are of great potential for sustainable agriculture and food security.

· Biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands:  pervasive features of the African continent, desertification and drought are closely interlinked with issues such as loss of biodiversity, food security, poverty, deforestation and climate change. As one of its main thematic work programmes, the Convention, in close cooperation with the UN Secretariat of the Convention to Combat Desertification, is in the process of assessing various aspects of biodiversity in dry and sub-humid lands and facilitating the discussions on targeted actions to mitigate negative impacts.
· Marine and coastal biological diversity: this program includes five substantive program elements, each of which is highly relevant to coastal African countries: integrated marine and coastal area management, sustainable use of marine and coastal living resources, marine and coastal protected areas, mariculture, and alien species and genotypes. In addition, a new work plan on coral bleaching and physical degradation and destruction of coral reefs will provide ways and means to address these serious threats.
· Global Strategy for Plant Conservation: The Global Strategy for Plant Conservation includes 16 outcome-oriented global targets for 2010 aiming to halt the current loss of plant diversity.   Some targets address specially the issues of food production and land management, genetic diversity of crops and other major socio-economically valuable plant species conserve as well as associated indigenous and local knowledge maintained. The African Region may wish to develop national and regional targets, and, as appropriate, to incorporate them into relevant national plans, programs and initiatives.

The Biosafety Protocol

The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, establishes a regulatory framework aimed to ensuring an adequate level of protection in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology which contributes to implementation of Chapter 16 of Agenda 21 regarding environmentally sound management of biotechnology.   Six African countries have ratified the Cartagena Biosaftey Protocol to date: Djibouti, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Mauritius and Uganda. 

Under the Biosafety Programme, a pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH) is being implemented.  The Secretariat organized a regional meeting on the BCH for Africa countries in Nairobi; from 26 to 28 February 2001 to facilitate them to assess their capacity needs for participating in the BCH.  This was followed by a one-day hands-on training session on the operation of the pilot phase in January 2002 also in Nairobi.  African countries are encouraged to nominate BCH focal points and participate actively in the pilot phase. 


Capacity-building is another key area under the Protocol which is of great importance to Africa.  An Action Plan for Building Capacities for the Effective Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, adopted the Intergovernmental Committee for the Cartagena Protocol (ICCP), is being implemented.  African countries are encouraged to identify and prioritize their capacity-building needs and develop initiatives for possible funding through the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and other funding sources.  A roster of experts, which will contribute to capacity-building, is in place and a pilot fund to support its operation will be established soon.  African countries are encouraged to nominate experts to the roster and to make full use of it.


The Secretariat is collaborating with the GEF and its implementing agencies (UNEP, UNDP and the World Bank) in the implementation of two categories of capacity-building projects.  One is the UNEP/GEF project on the development of national biosafety frameworks, in which twenty-four African Countries (including Algeria, Benin, Botswana, Nigeria, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Lesotho, etc.) are receiving assistance.  The other category includes the GEF-funded medium-size demonstration projects to support implementation of national biosafety frameworks” in 12 countries, including 4 in Africa namely: Cameroon, Kenya, Namibia and Uganda.  These will be undertaken in order to gain experience and develop good practices that may promptly and effectively be used to assist Parties once the Protocol enters into force.

Access and Benefit-sharing

Guidelines on access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their utilization were also adopted by COP 6 in April; this represents a major step forward in the implementation of the Convention’s third objective, to which African countries attach great importance. They were developed in response to increasing concerns that the commercial and scientific gains realized from their genetic resources were being reaped only by bio-prospectors based in foreign countries. The guidelines will assist governments developing legislation and administrative measures to govern access to genetic resources ensuring that they obtain a fair and equitable share of the benefits derived from their use in the form of profits, royalties, scientific collaboration, training, etc. 

Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious

Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa

Introduction

1.
The present report gives a brief overview on the status of the implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in Africa at national, sub-regional and regional levels, and on major events that have been facilitated by the Secretariat of the UNCCD in 2001/ 2002 in support of the implementation of the Convention. More details as to the progress made by African country Parties are contained in an official document elaborated by the UNCCD secretariat as requested by the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the UNCCD, which is a synthesis and preliminary analysis of reports on implementation submitted in April 2002. This document (ICCD/CRIC (1)/2/ Add.1) will be submitted to the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC) for its first session in November 2002 and is available on the website of the UNCCD (www.unccd.int).
National Level

2.
Most African countries have held national awareness-raising seminars, in some cases followed by national forums to launch officially the preparation of their national action programme to combat desertification (NAP).  In addition, a number of countries held second national forums to achieve consensus and validate the finalized national action programme. 

3.
Twenty-seven African country Parties have elaborated and adopted their National Action Programmes to combat desertification as of June 2002 (see annex). Nearly all countries adopted the NAP officially through their respective governments.  Furthermore, another five countries are planning to finalize their national action programmes before the end of the year 2002. 

4.
Subsequently, efforts are shifting from the elaboration of NAPs to the implementation process, thus focusing on the consultative mechanisms that should lead to the required partnership agreements called for by the relevant provisions of the Convention.  However, support is still needed by those countries that are in the process of formulating or finalizing their national action programmes. 

5.
To date, only few countries have reported organizing consultative forums focused on desertification activities and presenting of priority programmes of their NAPs to development partners (Mali, 1999; Cape Verde, 2000; Tunisia, 2001; Morocco, 2001.  A few other countries organized in the course of the year 2001 national workshops on building synergies between the UNCCD and other multilateral agreements on environment and sustainable development such as UNFCCC, CBD and the Ramsar Convention (Benin, Burkina Faso, Senegal, Tanzania and Uganda). Algeria and Mali are planning similar workshops to be held in 2002. 

6.
Pursuant to article 22 and article 26 of the Convention, the Conference of the Parties shall review the implementation of the Convention and its institutional arrangements. By its decision 1/COP.5, the COP decided to establish a Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC) as a subsidiary body of the COP to assist it in regular reviewing the implementation of the Convention. Subsequently, African country Parties to the UNCCD were requested (decision 1/ COP.5) to submit updated and/or new reports on the implementation of the convention no later than 30 April 2002.  Forty-seven (47) reports were submitted to the Secretariat by African country Parties.  The UNCCD Secretariat has synthesised these reports for review by the first session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention (CRIC). To enable the elaboration of the national reports, various development partners provided financial support funding that was channelled to country Parties, directly or through their respective sub-regional institutions (CILSS, IGAD, SADC, UMA).  In the process, the sub-regional institutions also provided technical assistance to ensure the timely submission of these reports. The reports were structured following the seven thematic issues identified by the Conference of the Parties.  A synthesis of these reports, document ICCD/CRIC (1)/2/Add.1 is available on the UNCCD website www.unccd.int. 

Sub-regional level

7.
At the sub-regional level, four Sub-Regional Action Programmes (SRAP) have been finalized, coordinated by intergovernmental organizations which are the focal points or centre de liaison for subregional activities (CILSS/ ECOWAS, SADC, IGAD, AMU). Since, focus has since shifted to the implementation process. In the central African subregion, the process has just been launched. 

8.
In tandem with repeated calls for assistance and accelerating the required consultative partnership building process, the UNCCD Secretariat and the Secretariat of the Group of African, Caribbean and Pacific countries (ACP) jointly organized, in 2001, two workshops.  The workshops were attended by National and Sub-regional UNCCD focal points together with national Authorizing Officers coordinating the implementation of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement (“Cotonou Agreement”).  The workshops aimed at mapping out strategies for integrating priority activities of the UNCCD into the Country Support Strategies, and the Regional Support Strategies, elaborated in the context of the implementation of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement, at national and sub-regional levels, respectively. The workshops were held in Addis Ababa for the Eastern and Southern African Countries and in Cotonou for the Central and Western African Countries.  The two workshops concluded that priority activities of NAPs and SRAPs should be integrated into the Country and Regional Support Strategies elaborated in the context of the Cotonou Agreement. 

9.
In western Africa, the SRAP is coordinated jointly by the Economic Community of Western African States (ECOWAS) and the Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS).  Seven out of eight thematic groups have since worked out a precise work programme within their specific areas of cooperation. Also a joint work programme 2002-2003 was elaborated between CILSS and the UNCCD secretariat in February 2002. The programme focuses on the support to CILSS member countries at the national level and on the implementation of the Sub-Regional Action Programme (SRAP).

10.
In Northern Africa, a set of priority projects within the sub-regional action programme to combat desertification in the Maghreb were elaborated with the support of the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), and various activities are being implemented with the support of development partners. 

11.
In southern Africa, the process is being coordinated by the Southern African Development Community (SADC). Emphasis has been placed on capacity building, institutional strengthening and networking as the main priority areas of activities within the framework of the sub-regional action programme. Progress has been made in the land degradation and desertification control programme as well as in the elaboration of concrete projects on early warning systems for desertification.

12.
In eastern Africa, the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) organized, with the support of the secretariat, a sub-regional IGAD experts meeting on implementation of the NAPs and SRAP in October 2000, in Nairobi (Kenya).  The meeting identified inter alia the issue of resource mobilization as the priority objective to be pursued, and IGAD was requested to strengthen further awareness at ministerial levels. The secretariat also participated in a high level meeting of IGAD member states in January 2002.

13.
The member countries of Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC) are being assisted by this intergovernmental institution to launch the implementation of the UNCCD at the national level, as a follow-up to the workshop organized with assistance from the secretariat in June 2000, with the objective of promoting the implementation of UNCCD in the countries of this sub-region.

14.
Transboundary cooperation has become a major option for implementing the Convention at the sub-regional level.  To date, ten transboundary pilot projects have been formulated with the support of the UNCCD secretariat, the sub-regional organizations, UNDP, and other interested partners.  Of these projects, seven are currently under implementation.  The specific objective of these projects is to enhance the management of shared natural resources in a more effective manner, and to create conditions conducive to local integrated management.  The approach consists in strengthening cooperation through community-based pilot projects located in border areas under the responsibility of the community-based organizations (CBOs), and the supervision of UNDP offices in the countries concerned.  This approach is being followed by several countries of the Maghreb and Sahel but also in southern Africa. 
15.
As requested by decision 5/ COP.3 the Global Mechanism (GM) in collaboration with the UNCCD Secretariat organized various workshops on resource mobilization for African country Parties of all five subregions from 2000 to 2002. The main output from these workshops was a greater understanding of opportunities available and of synergies existing between bilateral and multilateral funding instruments. Follow up workshops have been organized in eastern and southern Africa, resulting in the establishment of a subregional facilitation fund for the implementation of the Convention.

Regional Level

16.
At the regional level, the secretariat organized, jointly with the government of Mozambique, the Fifth Regional Africa Conference in Maputo, in August 2001.  Delegates reviewed the implementation process of the UNCCD at national, sub-regional and regional levels and adopted recommendations in view of the issues to be discussed at the fifth Conference of the Parties.  The next African Regional Conference Preparatory to the first session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD-CRIC 1) is organized jointly with the government of Namibia, to be held in Windhoek, Namibia from 15-19 July 2002.

17.
The UNCCD Secretariat and the Regional Bureau for Africa of UNDP signed a memorandum of understanding in April 2001 to jointly assist African countries in the implementation of the Convention through support for the finalisation of NAPs and organizing consultative meetings with development partners that will lead to partnership agreements.  A tentative calendar of work for 2001 - 2003 was agreed upon.

18.
As a measure to facilitate the implementation process of the UNCCD at regional level, six thematic programme networks (TPNs) were identified by the countries of the region and approved at the ministerial level in regional meetings as concrete measures to elaborate the regional action programme (RAP).  As recommended by African country Parties, the TPNs are aimed at promoting closer collaboration and networking of institutions and organizations that are dealing with the respective thematic areas, in order to promote implementation of the Convention at the regional level in Africa.

19.
Three of the six thematic programme networks (TPNs) have been launched and the designated institutional focal points of these TPNs have since started activities to make their respective TPNs operational.  The launched TPNs cover respectively the following thematic areas (a) Integrated management of international river, lake and hydro-geological basins (TPN1), coordinated by the SADC-Water Sector Coordination Unit, Lesotho; (b) agroforestry and soil conservation (TPN2), coordinated by INSAH/CILSS, Mali; (c) rational use of rangelands and development of fodder crops (TPN3), coordinated by OAU/IBAR, Kenya. The other three TPNs, yet to be launched, are related to (a) Ecological monitoring, natural resources mapping, remote sensing and early warning systems (TPN4) (b) Promotion of new and renewable energy sources and technologies (TPN5) and  (c) Sustainable agricultural farming systems (TPN6).  The launching meeting for TPN4 is planned for the later part of the year 2002. 

Inter Regional Level

20.
The third Asia–Africa Forum on Combating Desertification was held in Ulan Bator, Mongolia, in June 2001 to review UNCCD implementation in both continents and to explore concrete measures for promoting UNCCD implementation through interregional collaboration.  The third Forum was a follow-up to the first and second Forums that were held in Beijing, China, in August 1996 and Niamey, Niger, in 1997.  At the third Forum, discussions focussed on the NAP implementation process, synergistic implementation of inter-linked environmental conventions, early warning systems, interregional collaboration through regional thematic programme networks, capacity building and human resources development. 

21.
The third Africa-Latin America Forum on the Platform of Cooperation was held in Caracas, Venezuela in February 2002 to review UNCCD implementation in both regions and to strengthen the south-south cooperation. The Caracas Forum was a follow-up to the first and second Forums that were held in Recife, Brazil in 1997 and Bamako, Mali, in 2000. An important issue of the forums was to consider implementation of the Convention at inter-regional level, progress made and constraints encountered.  The Inter-Regional Forum also reviewed, among other issues, the status of formulation and implementation of the regional thematic programmes networks. The Forum enabled delegates to exchange experiences and share information and ideas on the implementation of the convention. Also, various countries made concrete offers on the exchange of experiences through training and workshops.  The forum gave the President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the mandate to report to the WSSD in Johannesburg the outcomes of its meeting.

22.
In the spirit of South-South cooperation, the government of the Republic of Venezuela provided financial resources for the establishment of pilot national environmental youth programmes in four African countries Parties (Benin, Cape Verde, Mozambique and Niger). The National Environmental Youth Programmes focus on engaging youth within the context of the NAPs in the respective countries, through creating employment and income generating projects by rehabilitating, protecting and conserving degraded natural resources at community levels.  The process of implementing the programmes is at an advanced stage.

Forum on the Implementation of the UNCCD preparatory to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)

23.
In March 2002, a Forum on the implementation of the UNCCD preparatory to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) was held in Praia, Cape Verde.  Delegates from fifty-five countries of Africa, Europe, America, Asia and the Pacific attended the workshop in addition to representatives of fifteen IGO, UN Institutions and NGOs. The forum provided countries with the framework that enabled them to discuss strategies for strengthening the aims and objectives of the convention as they relate to poverty eradication and combating desertification, that should be taken into account at the WSSD Summit.  The Forum defined commitments for enhancing contributions to the effective participation of the UNCCD at the WSSD recommending that the summit should declare the UNCCD as an important instrument for eradicating poverty.  The Forum gave His Excellency, Mr Pedro Rodrigues Pires, the President of the Republic of Cape Verde, the mandate to convey to the WSSD and its preparatory process, the outcomes of its deliberations. 

The Panel of Eminent Personalities

24.
The Panel started its deliberations in October 2001 and reached the conclusions at its meeting in Agadez, Niger, from 25 to 28 February 2002, to consider the Poverty – Environment Nexus in the context of timely and effective implementation of the UNCCD. The Panel concluded that the UNCCD is the key instrument to deal with poverty eradication and environment degradation because it is focused on areas of extreme poverty and social instability, and is a tool for achieving sustainable development, environmental protection, and the prevention of forced migratory movements.  The Panel invited the GEF, at its next Assembly to adopt land degradation as a focal area for financing by the GEF and to declare the GEF as a financing mechanism for the implementation of the UNCCD.  The Panel also called upon the June 2002 G8 Summit in Canada to pay particular attention to combating desertification and take appropriate measures to strengthening the UNCCD.  The Panel further invited the Prime Minister of Niger to deliver its findings to the WSSD and to its preparatory processes and proposed that the call be include on the agenda of the G8 Summit in Canada.

STATUS OF NATIONAL ACTION PROGRAMMES

as at June 13, 2002

	AFRICA

	Countries
	Date of Ratification/Accession 

To the CCD
	Date of Completion/Adoption 

of the NAP

	1.
	Benin
	27/08/1996
	11/1999

	2.
	Burkina Faso
	26/01/1996
	07/1999

	3.
	Cape Verde
	08/05/1995
	03/1998

	4.
	Chad
	27/09/1996
	04/2000

	5.
	Djibouti
	12/06/1997
	06/2001

	6.
	Eritrea
	14/08/1996
	09/2001

	7.
	Ethiopia
	27/06/1997
	11/1998

	8.
	Gambia
	11/06/1996
	09/2000

	9.
	Ghana
	27/12/1996
	02/2002

	10.
	Kenya
	24/06/1997
	02/2002

	11.
	Lesotho
	12/09/1995
	01/1999

	12.
	Madagascar
	25/06/1997
	11/2001

	13.
	Malawi
	13/06/1996
	03/2001

	14.
	Mali
	31/10/1995
	05/1998

	15.
	Morocco
	12/11/1996
	06/2001

	16.
	Namibia
	16/05/1997
	07/1994

	17.
	Niger
	19/01/1996
	09/2000

	18.
	Nigeria
	08/07/1997
	08/2000

	19.
	Senegal
	26/07/1995
	08/1998

	20.
	Sudan
	24/11/1995
	04/2000

	21.
	Swaziland
	07/10/1996
	07/2000

	22.
	Tanzania
	19/06/1997
	08/1999

	23.
	Togo
	04/10/1995
	12/2001

	24.
	Tunisia
	11/10/1995
	06/1998

	25.
	Uganda
	25/06/1997
	10/1999

	26.
	Zambia
	19/09/1996
	02/2002

	27.
	Zimbabwe
	23/09/1997
	02/1998


Implementation of the UNFCCC in Africa

Introduction

Africa is considered to be one of the regions most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change due to its low adaptive capacity as reflected not only in its physical exposure to the impacts of climate change, but also in its widespread poverty and adverse socio-economic conditions.  Ecological and socio-economic systems are expected to suffer as a result; in particular in the areas of human health, water resources, food security, coastal zones, human settlements and biodiversity, all of which are vital to sustainable development, and are already sensitive to climate variability and extreme weather events under current climatic conditions in Africa.  Future climate change will further exacerbate the impacts on all of these systems, thus affecting the livelihood of a majority of the African population.

A total of 53 African countries have ratified the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  Twenty-four of these countries have also completed and submitted their initial national communications to the UNFCCC secretariat, which include comprehensive information on these countries’ implementation of the Convention, as well as on their vulnerability and adaptation to climate change.  Eleven of those countries which submitted their initial communications are also least developed countries (LDCs).  The remaining twenty-eight countries are at different stages of the process of preparing their initial national communications.  In this context, the UNFCCC secretariat organized a regional workshop for Africa, in August 2000, with the objective of exchanging information on the process of preparation of national communications in African countries.

Adaptation to the adverse effects of climate change

The climate-change negotiating process has recognized that, even with the implementation of commitments to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions, there will still be some adverse effects of climate change which will render adaptation to climate change necessary.  African countries are likely to be those most in need of adaptation support, in particular those 31 African countries which are also least developed countries.  

The UNFCCC secretariat has undertaken the task of facilitating access of developing country Parties to information on the best available methods, both to assess their vulnerability to climate change and to select options and measures to adapt to the adverse effects to climate change.  This is being done through setting up online resources as well as holding workshops to this end.  In the future, the secretariat is planning to concentrate on activities leading to improvement of the quality of methodologies and further dissemination of information relevant to the needs of developing countries. This work is conducted in cooperation with other United Nations bodies.

Further, the UNFCCC, in its Article 4.1 (e), requests all Parties to cooperate for the protection and rehabilitation of areas, particularly in Africa, affected by drought and desertification as well as floods.  The linkage between the climate change process and those of biodiversity and desertification has been emphasized repeatedly in decisions by the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC.  

In this context, a number of funding channels are in the process of being created to support adaptation-related activities in developing countries.  These include the Special Climate Change Fund and the Adaptation Fund.  In addition, an LDC Fund has been established, under the Global Environment Facility (GEF), to support the work programme for the least developed countries which has been recently elaborated in the negotiating process.  This will cover the preparation and implementation of national adaptation programmes of action which will address the urgent and immediate needs and concerns of the LDCs relating to adaptation to the adverse effects of climate change.

Climate change abatement efforts

Although Africa’s total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions are relatively insignificant as compared to global emissions, most African countries have undertaken climate change mitigation projects with full or partial financial support from the GEF.  These include projects relating to renewable energy, energy efficiency and energy conservation.  Specifically, the projects covered energy efficiency market development, energy efficiency improvements in small and medium scale enterprises and in the building sector, promotion of solar water heating, photovoltaics and wind power, reducing the long-term costs of solar energy, and promoting fuel-cell buses and viable electric and hybrid-electric bus technology.

Capacity-building activities

The GEF is currently providing funds for the implementation of national capacity self assessment projects.  In this context, four African countries (Comoros, Kenya, Seychelles and Tunisia) are in the advanced stages of receiving financial support from the GEF to carry out self assessments of national capacity needs, priorities and constraints as they relate to the implementation of the three Rio environmental conventions, namely, UNFCCC, UNCBD and UNCCD.  The projects will also assist these countries to develop action plans which will explore areas for which synergies in capacity-building do exist for effective implementation of projects in the areas of climate change, biodiversity and land degradation.
Fourteen countries in Africa have received funding from the GEF, which is an operating entity of the Convention’s financial mechanism, to undertake capacity-building activities in priority areas relating to climate change (enabling activities phase II).  In addition to GEF funding many countries of the region benefited from the assistance provided by the United States Country Studies Programme, the Netherlands Climate Change Assistance Programme, and technical assistance from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in the preparation of national communications.  Much of the technical and training assistance was provided by the National Communications Support Programme (NCSP), a joint initiative of the GEF, UNDP and UNEP.

Education, training and public awareness

The Climate Change Convention supports the implementation at the international, national, subregional and regional levels of activities related to education, training and public awareness (Article 6 of the Convention).  In this context, there is a strong synergy between the implementation of Article 6 related activities under the Convention, and the programmes and initiatives of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in providing advocacy for environmental protection in Africa.

A dedicated work programme on Article 6 of the Convention is currently being developed that will aim, inter alia, at identifying the needs of African developing countries, as well as how United Nations organizations and other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, including financial entities, could support these countries in implementing the work programme at the national and regional level.

Technology transfer
The climate-change negotiating process recognizes the transfer of technology as an important component in supporting developing countries’efforts to adapt to climate change as well as to limit emissions of greenhouse gases.  In the context of Africa, a regional workshop was held in 1999 in the United Republic of Tanzania, in which initial priorities in the area of technology needs were identified for African countries.  Such needs span both the national and regional levels.

In addition, the GEF has been requested to support capacity-building in developing countries for assessment of their technology needs, through which a number of African countries are now in the process of conducting such needs assessments.

Activities implemented jointly

A pilot phase of activities implemented jointly (AIJ) was launched in 1995, under which Parties may implement projects, in other Parties, that reduce emissions of greenhouse gases or increase their removal from the atmosphere.  There are currently 10 AIJ projects in the African region (two each in Mauritius and South Africa and one in Burkina Faso, Equatorial Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco and Zimbabwe), mostly on renewable energy or energy efficiency projects.  They contribute to the transfer of technology and resources to host countries, as well as to building the capacity in host countries to contribute to the ultimate objective of the Convention
.  Despite recent improvements, however, Parties have recognized the need to increase the number of AIJ projects implemented in Africa.

The clean development mechanism

The clean development mechanism (CDM), established by the Kyoto Protocol to the Convention, provides for project activities to be implemented in developing country Parties.  The purpose of the CDM is both to assist developing country Parties in achieving sustainable development and contributing to the ultimate objective of the Convention, and to assist developed country Parties in achieving their emissions targets under the Protocol.

The CDM is intended to give rise to private and public sector partnerships to implement, in developing country Parties, projects that reduce emissions of greenhouse gases or increase their removal through afforestation and reforestation.  Such projects will form a concrete mechanism to transfer environmentally safe and sound technology and know-how to developing countries, including those in Africa.  A proportion of the credits generated by CDM projects (except those in least developed countries) are to be used in assisting developing country Parties that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change to meet the costs of adaptation.

The modalities and procedures for the CDM were agreed as part of the Marrakesh Accords at the seventh session of the Conference of the Parties, held in Marrakesh, Morocco, in November 2001.  In order to facilitate the prompt start of the CDM, and therefore promote early investment in CDM projects, the executive board of the CDM is currently working to further clarify the CDM rules.  One key task is to simplify the rules applying to small-scale projects.

-----

UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/9/1.





**	These reports have not been edited/translated by United Nations conference services.


� The ultimate objective, stated in Article 2 of the Convention, is defined as “stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system”.
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