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Introduction

1. The ministerial segment of the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) was held in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006.

2. It was attended by ministers from AMCEN member States and representatives of African regional and subregional organizations, United Nations agencies, secretariats of various environmental conventions and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. The list of participants is contained in annex III to the present report.

I. Opening of the ministerial segment of the eleventh session

A. Opening statements

3. The ministerial segment was officially opened by Mr. Isidore Mvoumba, Prime Minister of Congo, at 5.10 p.m. on Thursday, 25 May 2006, following a musical performance and a number of opening statements. 

4. In his address, Mr. Mvoumba welcomed ministers and conveyed the greetings of the President of Congo, Mr. Denis Sassou-Nguesso, who was regrettably unable to attend. He said that although Africa offered huge potential for human, social and economic development its progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals had been hampered by the numerous challenges it faced and by the failure of the international community to meet its commitments to sustainable development. In that regard, he said that, although Central African countries had made a commitment to promote sustainable environmental management, their efforts remained largely insufficient and they needed additional support. He therefore emphasized the urgent need to mobilize resources.

5. Although there was a need, he said, to promote further South-South cooperation, steps had already been taken to encourage dialogue between ministers from the Congo, Mekong and Amazon river basins. It was hoped that the first meeting of those ministers would be held in Brazzaville before the end of 2006. He urged African ministers to accord particular importance to the issue of sustainable forestry management, drawing attention to the efforts made by Congo in that regard. In conclusion, he expressed his gratitude to the Government of China for its commitment to promote cooperation with Africa in the area of the environment, in particular by providing initial funding for the establishment of a subregional disaster prevention and management centre in Brazzaville.

6. Opening statements were also made by Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel, Acting Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Mr. Leonard Good, Chief Executive Officer and Chair of the Global Environment Facility (GEF), Mr. Zhu Guangyao, Vice Minister, State Environmental Protection Administration of China, Mr. Henri Djombo, Minister of Forest Economy and the Environment of Congo, Mr. Heiko Liedeker, Executive Director of the Forest Stewardship Council, Ms. Rosebud Kurwijila, African Union Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture, and Mr. Abdul-Hakim Rajab Elwaer, Minister of the Environment of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and outgoing President of AMCEN. 

7. In his opening statement, Mr. Kakakhel observed that the wealth of natural resources in Congo, including the Congo River and large areas of tropical rainforest, made it a fitting venue for the eleventh session of AMCEN. Responsible environmental management was, he said, a necessity for sustainable development, peace and security; African countries therefore needed to consider how to mitigate the effects of economic development on the environment. In that regard, AMCEN deserved praise for recent initiatives, including the publication of the second Africa Environment Outlook report and the associated Africa Environment Information Network, which would help African Governments understand, monitor and address the environmental problems they faced. UNEP was proud of its involvement in such work. 

8. In addition, he said that the various important policy proposals, including the crucial issue of how to finance environmental projects in a sustainable way, which would be considered by AMCEN at its eleventh session would play an important role in determining the success of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). Consideration of ways to exploit the synergies between the work of AMCEN and the African Union and to foster collaboration with other environmental forums would also be of great value. He concluded by paying tribute to the Government of China for its support to the African region, notably in the areas of capacity-building and disaster management, which demonstrated the potential value of South-South cooperation. 

9. Mr. Good said that the Global Environment Facility (GEF) had supported the work of AMCEN through substantial investments in hundreds of environmental projects in Africa, including projects to control invasive species, expand energy availability and alternatives, support internationally-shared water systems and aquifers, combat land degradation and desertification and contribute to the multi‑country Africa chemical stockpiles programme through the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management. 

10. Noting the consistent interest of AMCEN in an African Environment Facility, complementary to GEF, he pointed out that a significant number of the funding requests to be evaluated by the Council of the Global Environment Facility at its meeting in June 2006 related to environmental work in Africa and he urged AMCEN to support those funding requests. Acknowledging concerns among AMCEN members about the resource allocation framework of GEF, he highlighted the transparency of such an approach and the benefits it would provide to African countries; he observed, however, that the approach could be modified if necessary at the end of the current funding cycle. He concluded by emphasizing that GEF remained a strong supporter of AMCEN and the African environment and would continue to make substantial investments in Africa.

11. In his opening statement, Mr. Zhu said that the Conference was a symbol of the coordination and solidarity between African countries in matters relating to the environment and represented an opportunity to strengthen the cooperative relationship between China and Africa for environmental protection. Noting the historic parallels between China and Africa, he said that the two regions were now facing the common challenge of sustainable development through mutual support. China was also contributing to global sustainable development through other bilateral cooperation and multilateral processes. He reaffirmed the commitment of China to South-South cooperation and expressed support for the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building. He announced the imminent establishment of the China-Africa Environmental Centre of UNEP and said that he looked forward to seeing it play an important role in the environmental efforts of African countries. 

12. Mr. Djombo said that the environmental protection, and in particular sustainable forest management, formed a significant part of his Government’s development agenda. Despite the development of international forestry regulations, a very small percentage of the world’s tropical forests were managed in a sustainable way. Further to the development of a forestry management programme in his country by a Congolese forestry company with the endorsement of the Congolese Government, the Forest Stewardship Council had awarded the company a certificate of responsible forestry management. He noted that Congo was the first country in Africa to have received such recognition for its work. In conclusion, he underscored his Government’s firm commitment to sustainable forest management and other sustainable development activities. 

13. Mr. Liedeker, also referring to the Forest Stewardship Council’s certification of the Congolese forestry management programme, praised those responsible for creating an enabling environment for the achievement of the high standards required for the certification, thereby setting an example for tropical forest management in Africa and beyond. He drew attention to the environmental, health, social, cultural and economic benefits of sustainable forest management and called on Governments and others in the international community to ensure that regulatory frameworks allowed those exploiting forests responsibly to maintain their market positions. After delivering his statement, he presented copies of the certificate to the Congolese Prime Minister and to other contributors to the forestry management programme.

14. Ms. Kurwijila, noting that the Commission of the African Union was active in a wide range of environmental initiatives, said that the close involvement of the Commission in the preparations for the current meeting of AMCEN signified an important step in the joint efforts of both bodies towards achieving environmental sustainability in Africa. Recalling the request made by the African Union at its extraordinary summit on agriculture and water in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, in February 2004, to the chair of the Commission of the African Union to adapt the mandates, structures and activities of the African Ministers’ Council on Water, AMCEN and the African Ministerial Conference on Agriculture, in order to integrate them into the activities of the Commission of the African Union and its specialized technical committees, she said that the Commission saw a strong linkage between agricultural development and the sustainable management of environmental resources and was committed to integrating the efforts of African ministers of the environment, agriculture and water, as well as development partners.

15. Mr. Elwaer thanked the Government and people of Congo for their hospitality and expressed his gratitude to UNEP for its financial support to the eleventh session of AMCEN and to the Programme’s former Executive Director, Mr. Klaus Töpfer, for having championed the Conference during his tenure. Recalling that UNEP had hosted the AMCEN secretariat since its creation in 1985, he thanked all the other partners that had contributed to the success of the Conference since then, noting in particular the contributions of the Government of Norway over the years. He also noted the recent contributions of the Government of China in the context of the cooperative arrangements between China and Africa in the area of environmental protection.  Outlining achievements since the tenth session, he said that the main objective of the present session was to provide a platform for environment ministers to review implementation of action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD and to consider financing strategies and links to the African Union. He expressed his full support to the newly elected President of AMCEN and concluded by officially launching a publication on the history of AMCEN from 1985 to 2005, which demonstrated the Conference’s influence on important political processes.

B. Launch of the second Africa Environment Outlook report

16. After the opening statements, Mr. Mvoumba announced the launch of the second Africa Environment Outlook report and a short film was shown on the African environment. 

II. Organizational matters

A.
Election of officers

17. The following countries were elected to serve on the bureau of AMCEN for the period       2006–2008: 



Subregion

Country


Position


Central Africa

Congo



President


Southern Africa
South Africa


Vice-President


West Africa

Benin



Vice-President


Eastern Africa

Rwanda 


Vice-President


North Africa

Egypt



Rapporteur

18. On assuming the presidency, Mr. Djombo emphasized the need for collaboration among AMCEN members in order to meet the environmental challenges facing Africa, particularly with regard to financing environmental activities, and he congratulated the outgoing and the newly elected members of the Bureau. Referring to a recent treaty signed by countries of the Congo River basin in which those countries made a commitment to place forestry and environment at the centre of their development agendas, he urged the member States of AMCEN to honour those commitments by defining funding mechanisms to make such initiatives sustainable. In addition, he called for the establishment of an environmental prize which could be awarded to Africans in recognition of their efforts to protect the environment. He concluded by expressing his personal commitment to achieving specific objectives during his tenure in collaboration with other members of the Bureau, the outgoing President and the secretariat of AMCEN.

B.
Adoption of the agenda

19. The ministers adopted the following agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda prepared by the secretariat (UNEP/AMCEN/11/1):

1.
Opening of the ministerial segment of the eleventh session.

2.
Organizational matters:


(a)
Election of officers;


(b)
Adoption of the agenda;


(c)
Organization of work.

3.
Consideration of the report of the Expert Group segment.

4.
Ministerial policy dialogue.

5.
Consideration of matters related to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment process:

(a)
Amendments to the constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment;

(b)
Status of the general trust fund of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment.

6.
Venue for the twelfth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment.

7.
Adoption of the report of the ministerial segment.

8.
Other matters.

9.
Closure of the session.

C. Organization of work

20. The President of AMCEN introduced the draft programme of work and the list of documents for the ministerial segment contained in annexes I and II to the annotated provisional agenda (UNEP/AMCEN/11/1/Add.1). He drew attention to a number of side events, including a tree planting ceremony and an event to launch the establishment of a subregional disaster prevention and management centre in Brazzaville.   

III. Consideration of the report of the Expert Group segment

21. The Chair of the Expert Group segment, held from 22 to 24 May 2006, presented the report of the segment, contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/11/3, drawing attention to the salient points in the Group’s deliberations and introducing the draft declaration and decisions prepared by the experts and submitted for consideration and possible adoption by the ministers.  

22. In particular, the Chair highlighted the sections of the report relating to the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD, the general trust fund of AMCEN, the second Africa Environmental Outlook report and other environmental issues of relevance to Africa. 

23. Following a brief discussion in which a number of ministers commended the Government of Congo on the excellent facilities provided and arrangements made for the eleventh session of the Conference, the ministers adopted the text of the report with some amendments, noting that further consideration would be given to the draft Brazzaville declaration on the environment and development and the draft decisions, as contained in annexes I and II to that report. 

24. In considering the draft decision on the Constitution of AMCEN (draft decision 3), several ministers indicated that, although they were in favour of ensuring continuity in the work of the Conference, they had some concerns about the constitutional implications of the provision in the draft text allowing the outgoing President or at least one member of the outgoing Bureau to participate in the meetings of the AMCEN Bureau after the expiry of their tenure. Accordingly, the secretariat was entrusted with the task of drafting a resolution on the issue, for consideration by ministers, which would not require an amendment of the Constitution. The ministers adopted that resolution, as contained in annex II to the present report.   

25. Following additional discussions, in which a number of ministers proposed amendments to the text of the decisions and the declaration, the ministers adopted, as orally amended, the Brazzaville Declaration on the Environment for Development, as contained in annex I to the present report, and the decisions, as contained in annex II. 

IV. Ministerial policy dialogue

A.
Introduction

26. In considering the item, the ministers had before them the policy dialogue briefs contained in documents UNEP/AMCEN/11/4, UNEP/AMCEN/11/4/Add.1 and UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/5.

B.
Financing environmental activities

1. African Environment Facility

27. The representative of the African Development Bank provided an overview of the proposed African Environment Facility at the African Development Bank and outlined a feasibility study of that Facility which was currently being prepared for submission to the Bank’s President. The aim of the Facility, he said, was to support the environment in Africa, particularly through NEPAD and national environmental action plans. Rather than become another multilateral financing institution, the Facility would serve as a special fund within the African Development Bank, adding an environmental dimension to the funding of policies and programmes that supported sustainable development. The Facility would complement the funding of environmental activities undertaken by GEF, the African Development Bank and donors and would focus on financing innovative environmental projects rather than new studies. Capital would be sought from new and existing international funding sources. It was expected that the establishment of the Facility would commence sometime between March 2007 and May 2008.

28. The representative of GEF said that, while the fourth replenishment of GEF and other complex challenges were currently the focus of the work of GEF, he welcomed the proposal for the establishment of an African Environment Facility, especially in the light of the concerns of African ministers about the difficulties of financing environmental projects. He noted that the mandate of the African Environment Facility would not duplicate that of GEF, since the latter merely financed incremental costs of projects, whereas the former would provide for broader funding criteria. GEF would be willing to offer institutional and technical support to the new facility and to co‑finance specific projects, but would be unlikely to channel funds directly into such an institution. In conclusion, he stressed that African countries needed to increase their capacity to access GEF and similar sources, in particular by developing their understanding of the ways such funds operated. The appointment by Governments of an individual exclusively responsible for raising such awareness would be very beneficial in that regard.

29. During the discussion of the issue, there was consensus that AMCEN should continue to seek the establishment of the African Environment Facility at the African Development Bank. Some representatives said that the Facility would make the environmental sector more visible, helping ensure that ministers of finance and economy understood that environmental protection was crucial to development. It was suggested that the importance of the Facility should be better explained to finance ministers to enable them to advocate within the Board of Directors of the African Development Bank the establishment of the African Environment Facility. In that context, several ministers suggested that AMCEN should seek to highlight the importance of the environment at the next African Union meeting of heads of State, to be held in Banjul, the Gambia. One minister suggested that the President of Senegal, who was coordinator of the environment initiative of NEPAD, and the President of AMCEN, should be requested to undertake that task. It was further suggested that the establishment of the Facility could help attract external donor support, in part because it would require the establishment of a reliable supervisory body that could manage initiatives. 

30. With respect to the characteristics of the proposed Facility, there was widespread support for the notion that it should set less demanding criteria for accessing funds than GEF. It was further observed that the African Environment Facility should have clear and flexible funding criteria, designed to address national and continental priorities; that the feasibility study under way should be completed and circulated swiftly to provide ministers with greater understanding of the issues; that the assessment of funds available from the African Environment Facility should extend beyond the incremental cost approach of GEF and include the total costs of environmental projects; that the Facility’s success would depend on adequate contributions; and that African countries should lead the way with generous commitments.

31. There were calls from some ministers for more information on the operation of the African Environment Facility, including the means by which it would be financed and the ways in which it would help Governments locate funds from outside sources. Although there was widespread acceptance that the African Environment Facility would complement GEF, some ministers expressed concern that its creation would deter Africa countries from taking the necessary steps to meet the criteria for accessing GEF and other such facilities. In that context, one minister said that GEF was keen to help countries build their capacity to access funds. Others called for reform of GEF, in particular its criteria for accessing finance. 

2. Other financing approaches

32. The representative of UNEP made a presentation on the financing of environmental activities, in which he discussed four financing approaches: environmental funds, which could be regional, country‑specific, site-specific or theme-specific; payment for ecosystem services; debt-for-nature swaps; and trading in carbon credits.

33. In the ensuing discussion, one minister shared his country’s experience in preserving its natural biodiversity and forest cover by pursuing several environmental financing approaches appropriate to the local situation. He highlighted the fact that debt relief under the Heavily Indebted Poor Country Initiative had released funds to support the protection of biodiversity in his country. Other financing mechanisms, including ecotourism initiatives, which involved local communities and the provision of subsidies, were also employed in the country’s conservation programme.

C.
AMCEN work programme for 2007–2008

34. In considering its programme of work for the biennium 2007–2008, the Conference was invited to focus on a number of issues, as set out in the annotated provisional agenda for the segment (UNEP/AMCEN/11/1/Add.1).
35. The ministers adopted the draft indicative work programme for the biennium 2007–2008, based on the draft contained in document UNEP/AMCEN/EGM/11/4 and modified on the basis of the discussions in the Expert Group segment, on the understanding that the draft would be finalized by the secretariat and submitted to the Bureau for approval.
D.
Linkages between AMCEN and the African Union 

36. Introducing the item, the outgoing President of AMCEN described the progress that had been made since the request made by the African Union at its extraordinary summit on agriculture and water in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, in February 2004, to the chair of the Commission of the African Union to adapt the mandates, structures and activities of the African Ministers’ Council on Water, AMCEN and the African Ministerial Conference on Agriculture, in order to integrate them into the activities of the Commission of the African Union and its specialized technical committees. He recalled that, in subsequent discussions, AMCEN and the African Union had agreed on the need to establish a separate and distinct specialized technical committee to accommodate the Conference and allow it to support the African Union in its decision-making. The main outstanding issue was whether responsibility for running the AMCEN secretariat should be transferred from UNEP to the African Union. In addition, he said that the specialized technical committees were to fall under the responsibility of the Executive Council of the African Union in accordance with the Constitutive Act of the African Union.
37. The representative of the African Union provided additional information on the progress made in integrating AMCEN into the activities of the African Union, noting that a final decision on the matter was expected to be taken at the African Union summit in July 2007. He stressed the need for continued cooperation between the Commission of the African Union and AMCEN in the interim period and said that UNEP would remain a vital development partner for AMCEN, even though it was anticipated that the African Union would assume ultimate responsibility for the secretariat. 

38. In the ensuing discussion, several ministers voiced support for the integration of AMCEN into the activities of the African Union and reiterated the need for the Conference to maintain strong links with UNEP.   

V. Consideration of matters related to the AMCEN process

A.
Amendments to the AMCEN constitution

39. Introducing the item, the representative of the secretariat recalled that, during the eighth session of AMCEN in Abuja, Nigeria, in April 2000, ministers had raised the question of revising the constitution of AMCEN in the light of the reinvigoration of AMCEN and the evolving structure of the African Union. The secretariat had reported progress on the revision at the ninth and tenth meetings of AMCEN and feedback had been incorporated into further revisions. Following legal advice, the secretariat recommended that the finalization of the revision of the constitution should be deferred until the debate on the matter within the African Union, and between the African Union and AMCEN, had been concluded. Accordingly, the ministers agreed to defer consideration of the issue.

B.
Status of the general trust fund for AMCEN  

40. In considering the sub-item, the ministers had before them document UNEP/AMCEN/11/5/Add.1 on the status of the general trust fund for AMCEN. 

41. The representative of the secretariat noted that, although there had been a considerable improvement in the level of country contributions to the trust fund since 2002, over fifty per cent of countries had not contributed. In accordance with the request of the Conference articulated in decision 4 on the status and use of the general trust fund, adopted at its tenth session, held in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 30 June 2004, the secretariat in consultation with member States had been developing criteria for contributions by member States.

VI. Venue for the twelfth session of AMCEN 

42. The minister from South Africa informed the ministers that, following consultations among the southern African States and at the request of Namibia, which had previously offered to host the twelfth session of AMCEN, he had been mandated to convey the offer of his Government to host the twelfth session of the Conference, in 2008. He would duly inform the secretariat of the dates and venue for onward communication to other member States of AMCEN. 

43. The minister from Rwanda, emphasizing that he had no objection to South Africa’s serving as host of the twelfth session, reiterated the willingness of his Government to host a future meeting, as had been conveyed to the Conference at its tenth session in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. He said that he would have liked to be informed in advance of the change in the host country for the twelfth session of AMCEN.

44. A representative of the secretariat clarified that, while there was no explicit rule, since the seventh session of the Conference the host countries for successive sessions of AMCEN were typically selected by rotation across the southern, western, eastern, northern and central subregions of the continent. The member States were free to select any country as a future host, he said, but, in accordance with the established pattern, the twelfth session of the Conference would be hosted by a country in the southern Africa subregion and the thirteenth session would be hosted by a country in West Africa. 
45. The minister of one country noted that, while the facilities and services provided for the current AMCEN session by the host country were well appreciated, the money spent on those might have been better directed towards other AMCEN activities. He further observed the importance of AMCEN presenting a clear, public message of environmental consciousness. He therefore requested the secretariat to prepare a set of standards for future meetings of AMCEN that would not deter member States concerned about such expenses from offering to host the Conference and that would demonstrate an environmentally-friendly attitude.

46. Following that discussion, the Conference confirmed by acclamation the selection of South Africa as the host country for the twelfth session of the Conference.

VII. Other matters

A.
Linkages with partner organizations and multilateral environmental agreements

1.
Statement by the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification

47. In his statement, Mr. Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, noted the special problems affecting the continent of Africa and praised the contribution of AMCEN to assisting the work of the desertification, climate change and biodiversity conventions. Drawing attention to some of the important initiatives of the secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, such as the preparation of national action programmes and the launch of events related to the International Year of Deserts and Desertification 2006, he said that the Convention aimed to address the challenges of desertification from the perspective of sustainable development. Further financing was needed, however, for the implementation of activities under the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD. The fifth session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the Convention, to be held in Buenos Aires in October 2006, would review global thematic issues concerning desertification. 

2.
Statement by the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Migratory Species of Wild Animals 

48. Mr. Robert Hepworth, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Migratory Species of Wild Animals, said that the Convention covered six primary species groups – migratory birds, terrestrial mammals, marine mammals, marine turtles, fish and insects – all of which were present in Africa. They were categorized in the Convention into Appendix I or Appendix II species according to their conservation priority, with different types of action applicable in each case. Agreements and memorandums of understanding had been entered into for a number of African species, including the Sahelo-Saharan antelope, the West African elephant, marine turtles and gorilla species. The Convention had 35 Parties in Africa, nearly 40 percent of the global total, and additional African countries were being encouraged to become signatories. In its activities, the Convention secretariat followed the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the Sustainable Use of Biodiversity. In conclusion, he said that there was no evidence that avian influenza was currently being spread by migratory species of birds and noted that it was important to guard against overreaction and the implementation of inappropriate measures.

3. Statement by the representative of UNIDO

49. In his statement, the representative of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) said that his organization appreciated the contribution made by AMCEN to the protection of the African environment and was keen to strengthen existing links. UNIDO supported the action plan for the environment initiative of NEPAD, considering it a credible response to the environmental degradation creating poverty and threatening economic growth in Africa, and encouraged further coordination for joint decision-making and joint action between AMCEN and such organizations as the African Union and the secretariat of NEPAD with respect to implementation of the action plan. Finally, he extended an invitation for the president of AMCEN to visit UNIDO headquarters with a view to consolidating relationships between the two organizations.

4. Statement by the representative of AMCOW

50. In his statement, the representative of the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) recalled that AMCOW had been established in 2002 to address the pressing water policy challenges of Africa and provide a framework for regional cooperation and action in pursuit of the Millennium Development Goals. AMCOW had established the African Water Facility, hosted by the African Development Bank, as a mechanism for coordinated resource mobilization for financing water sector development in Africa, and would be very willing to share its experience with AMCEN as it set up the African Environment Facility. In conclusion, he suggested a number of ways to increase coordination between African intergovernmental ministerial bodies, including by co-hosting events and meetings.

5. Bamako Convention

51. Noting that the Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the Control of Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes Within Africa had been signed by representatives of 53 African countries, one minister pointed out that the financial commitment expected from the African Union had not yet been realized. He requested the secretariat and the representatives of UNEP and the African Union to address that pending issue.

6. Statement by the minister from Kenya

52. The minister from Kenya informed the Conference that later in 2006 his country would host the twelfth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal. He expressed the hope that an African perspective on the environment would be clearly articulated at both international conferences, which were being held for the first time in Africa. He sought the cooperation of AMCEN member States in that regard.

B.
Elephant management policy in South Africa

53. The representative of South Africa said that the success of conservation efforts in southern Africa had led to an unsustainable rise in elephant populations, from approximately 6,000 in 1900 to 300,000 in 2005. Problems attributable to large populations of elephants included increasing damage to forests and vegetation in national parks and frequent conflicts between local human communities and elephants that foraged on agricultural lands. A number of passive and active interventions were discussed, ranging from no action to contraception, translocation and culling of elephant populations. Each of the options had ethical and financial implications and there were varying levels of certainty as to the effectiveness and long-term environmental impact of each option.

54. Because of international sensitivities concerning elephants, their iconic status both in tourism and as a representation of Africa and South Africa’s commitment to international relations, the Government of South Africa had initiated a wide-ranging discussion regarding strategies to manage the elephant population in southern Africa. A regional perspective was useful, given the transboundary movement of elephant herds; he therefore sought the advice of fellow AMCEN members on the issue.

55. In the ensuing discussion, ministers commended South Africa for its conservation efforts and for its sensitive presentation of a difficult wildlife management issue. Ministers from countries throughout the continent, and from southern Africa in particular, concurred that a regional perspective was necessary in view of the natural transboundary movement of elephants and also because of the emotive power of elephants in the international arena. The representative of the Convention on Migratory Species pointed out that Article 4 of that Convention provided a tool for regional agreements on migratory species and indicated that the Convention secretariat would be pleased to facilitate an agreement for southern Africa, as had recently been done for west African states, in partnership with the World Conservation Union.

C.
Kinshasa Declaration on Great Apes

56. In the afternoon of Friday, 26 May 2006, Rwanda and Gabon became signatories to the Kinshasa Declaration on Great Apes, which had been adopted at the Intergovernmental Meeting on Great Apes and the Great Apes Survival Project, held in Kinshasa on 9 September 2005, and which aimed to create partnerships between countries with great apes in their territories and donor countries, non-governmental organizations, the private sector and other concerned parties. It was noted that 19 out of 21 African great ape range States had now signed the Declaration.

VIII. Adoption of the report of the ministerial segment

57.  In the afternoon of Friday, 26 May 2006, the ministers adopted the report of the ministerial segment on the basis of the draft report which had been circulated in the meeting, on the understanding that finalization of the report would be entrusted to the secretariat, working in conjunction with the Rapporteur.

IX. Closure of the session

58. Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the President declared the ministerial segment and the session closed at 7.10 p.m. on Friday, 26 May 2006.

Annex I

Brazzaville Declaration on the Environment for Development

We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, 

Noting with satisfaction the contribution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in providing political guidance and leadership for environmental advocacy in Africa,

Recalling the outcome of recent major United Nations conferences and summit meetings, in particular the United Nations Millennium Declaration of September 2000, in which the international community recognized the special challenges facing Africa and made a commitment to support Africa in achieving sustainable development,

Concerned about the increasing number of environmental threats facing Africa and the continent’s vulnerability to global environmental change, which in turn compromise the efforts of the continent to promote sustainable development and achieve the Millennium Development Goals, in particular the goals on extreme poverty and hunger,

Recalling the commitments made at the two Partners’ Conferences on the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development held in Algiers, in December 2003, and in Dakar, in March 2005,

Noting with satisfaction the progress made in the early stages of the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Recognizing the weak capacities of African States to implement the programmes and projects identified in the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Noting also the progress made in the implementation of the coastal and marine component of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development within the framework of the Abidjan Convention for Cooperation in the Protection and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the West and Central African Region and the Nairobi Convention for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the Eastern African Region,
Noting further the progress made in the development and early stages of implementation of the TerrAfrica initiative since its launch in Nairobi in October 2005, including the preparation of the Strategic Investment Programme for Sustainable Land Management of the Global Environment Facility,

Emphasizing the importance and relevance of the TerrAfrica initiative as a means to broaden sustainable land management projects in sub-Saharan Africa and thereby support the implementation of the Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Recalling chapter 3 of Agenda 21, as adopted at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, which calls for the engagement and participation of major groups in the intergovernmental processes considering sustainable development issues, 

Recalling also the preamble to the African Union Constitutive Act, in which member States made a commitment to build partnerships between Governments and all segments of civil society, in particular women, young people and the private sector, in order to strengthen solidarity and cohesion among peoples,

Noting the adverse effect of conflicts on the environment and the need for peace and security in Africa, as the basis for stability, sound environmental management and sustainable development,

Recognizing the urgent need to strengthen the capacity of African countries to cope with the adverse effects of environmental change and to manage emergencies and disasters,

Recognizing also the roles of regional, subregional and national bodies, international organizations, non-governmental organizations, the private sector and financial development institutions in the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, 

Emphasizing that policy, legal and institutional frameworks at all levels are essential for achieving sustainable development,

Noting also the role played by the Global Environment Facility in funding the implementation of environmental programmes and projects, 

Noting with concern the changes made to the Global Environment Facility in respect of its fourth replenishment, in particular the decision of the Council of the Global Environment Facility to adopt the resource allocation framework, and gravely concerned that the resource allocation framework will limit the resources available to Africa,

Welcoming the offer of the Government of South Africa to host the third meeting of the Assembly of the Global Environment Facility and associated meetings in Cape Town from 27 August to 1 September 2006,

Further welcoming the offer by the Government of Kenya to host the twelfth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the second Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol to that Convention, to be held from 6 to 17 November 2006, as well as the eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, to be held from 27 November to 1 December 2006,
Noting the need to adopt the revised Constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment with a view to linking the Conference to the organs of the African Union,

Acknowledging the usefulness of the second Africa Environment Outlook report as the second comprehensive report on the state of Africa’s environment and its contribution to the understanding of the benefits to be derived from the environment in Africa,

Recalling the Durban Declaration on Environmental Impact Assessment, adopted by the Conference in 1995, and recognizing the role of the pan-African Capacity Development and Linkages for Environmental Assessment in Africa network as a tool to increase the awareness and capacity of African professionals with respect to environmental assessment and management, as needed for the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Acknowledging the role of the Partnership for Development of Environmental Law and Institutions in Africa project in promoting efforts to build the capacity of selected African States in the development and implementation of environmental laws and institutions,

Welcoming the launch of the United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development,

Acknowledging with appreciation resolution 58/211 of the United Nations General Assembly, which declared 2006 to be the International Year of Deserts and Desertification,

Welcoming the adoption of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its first session, held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on 6 February 2006, and the subsequent endorsement of the Approach by the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme in its decision SS.IX/1 of 9 February 2006, 

Noting with appreciation the work of the Government of South Africa, as presented at the eleventh session of the Conference, regarding elephant management in southern Africa,

Hereby declare our resolve:

1. To continue to implement fully the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, in particular its capacity development programme, and to finalize and adopt the subregional action plans;

2. To urge Governments to take necessary action in support of the Abidjan and Nairobi conventions as the framework for implementation of the marine and coastal component of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and invite them to support the implementation of projects on large marine ecosystems; 
3. To promote the implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity‑building, in particular the priority areas identified by the Conference, and reaffirm our commitment to the promotion of thematic centres of excellence in support of capacity-building in Africa; 

4. To urge Governments to take necessary action to ensure that the general trust fund of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment is replenished during the intersessional period;

5. To request the President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to ensure the establishment of the African Environment Facility at the African Development Bank;

6. To call on the Global Environment Facility to continue to give high priority to African countries in allocating financial resources for the successful implementation of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and to urge African members of the Council of the Global Environment Facility to advocate within the Council support for the implementation of the action plan at country and subregional levels;

7. To call on the Global Environment Facility to continue to support at significant levels the goals and efforts expressed by African countries and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development in the context of the action plan for the environment initiative and TerrAfrica;

8. To urge the Global Environment Facility to allocate resources in a transparent and equitable manner, based on the needs and priorities of countries and regions and to request the Facility to streamline and simplify its procedures and review the system of co-financing, so as to create greater opportunities for African countries to access the resources of the Global Environment Facility;

9. To request the Global Environment Facility to review and reform its current governance system to provide for greater transparency and equity and increased representation, in order to ensure the participation of all African countries in its structures and decision making processes, in line with the goals of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development; 

10. To request the Assembly of the Global Environment Facility to include in the high-level segment of its third meeting, to be held in Cape Town, South Africa, a political debate on the issues of equity, access to the resources of the Facility and the challenges and opportunities that the Facility presents as a financing mechanism to support Africa; 

11. To urge the Assembly of the Global Environment Facility to create a platform during its third meeting to enable Africa to showcase the progress and challenges experienced in implementing the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and to meet and work with the secretariats of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development in this regard;

12. To urge development partners to support Africa in meeting Millennium Development Goal 7 on environmental sustainability and, in particular, to provide adequate resources to the special climate change fund established under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change;
13. To call upon countries that have not ratified the three conventions adopted at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, namely, the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and their related protocols, to do so, and to urge Africa’s development partners to assist and support African countries in the implementation of such conventions;

14. To commit ourselves to further strengthen implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, thereby contributing to the implementation of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and ensuring the achievement of  relevant Millennium Development Goals; 

15. To support the International Year of Deserts and Desertification in Africa 2006 and to urge Governments and civil society to promote and implement related activities, with the aim of enhancing the implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification;

16. To urge all African countries to take steps to sign, ratify and implement the revised African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, adopted by the African Union at its second summit, in Maputo, on 11 July 2003; 

17. To welcome the initiative of the United Nations Environment Programme to develop issue-based tools to facilitate coherent implementation of the three Rio conventions and other biodiversity-related conventions and to request the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to complete the development of these tools and mobilize the necessary resources to ensure their implementation in all African countries; 

18. To call on the President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to sustain efforts to forge cooperative links with the relevant structures of the African Union, with a view to harmonizing institutional arrangements and strengthening the relationship of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment with the United Nations Environment Programme;

19. To call upon the President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to forge and strengthen linkages with other relevant ministerial bodies, with a view to harmonizing policies and programmes;

20. To reaffirm our commitment to make every effort to mainstream environment into national development agendas in Africa;

21. To encourage the sustainable use of chemicals and commit ourselves to the sound management of chemicals and hazardous wastes, in order to realize the goals of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management;

22. To encourage the use of the regional centres of the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal as centres of excellence for capacity-building in the implementation of multilateral environmental agreements relevant to chemicals and hazardous wastes;

23. To commit ourselves to the issues highlighted at the eleventh session of the Conference, namely: resource mobilization for implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development; regional and multilateral environmental agreements in Africa; environmental law; poverty and environment; environment and health; environmental assessment; capacity-building; disaster risk reduction; sustainable consumption and production in Africa; the implementation of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management in Africa; environmental assessment; post‑conflict environmental assessment; health and environment; disaster risk management; the Green Wall for the Sahara initiative; and the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building; 

24. To request the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention at its eighth meeting to endorse the establishment of a sustainable funding stream for the implementation of the Basel Convention in Africa; 

25. To reaffirm our endorsement of the Africa Environment Outlook process as a monitoring and reporting tool for sustainable environmental management and to provide a framework for national, subregional and regional integrated environmental assessment and reporting and to note with appreciation the implementation of the Africa Environment Information Network at the national, subregional and regional levels to strengthen access to reliable environmental data and information in Africa;

26. To request African countries to use the comprehensive national Landsat data sets distributed by the United Nations Environment Programme and to request the United Nations Environment Programme to support the effective use of those data sets for environmental management; 

27. To support the United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development and to urge the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the United Nations Environment Programme to work together to support African countries in their efforts to achieve the goals of the Decade, aimed at contributing to the promotion of sustainable livelihoods and lifestyles and environmental sustainability; 

28. To urge the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to ensure the expansion of the Partnership for the Development of Environmental Laws and Institutions in Africa and its integration into the regular programme of the United Nations Environment Programme on environmental law;

29. To support the implementation of the convergence plan of the Central Africa Forests Commission on the sustainable management, use and conservation of forest ecosystems and biodiversity in Central Africa; 

30. To establish a coherent policy and programme of support for small island developing States in the light of the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, adopted by the International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, held in Port Louis, Mauritius, in January 2005;
31. To continue to promote capacity-building in the use of environmental assessment in development activities in Africa;

32. To invite Governments to engage in the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, in particular by participating actively in its second inter-governmental review, so that the priorities of Africa are reflected in the implementation of the Programme of Action;

33. To form mutually advantageous partnerships with African environmental non‑governmental organizations and initiatives in order to secure Africa’s environmental sustainability within a framework of sustainable development;

34. To encourage African countries to participate fully in the twelfth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the second Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol, as well as in the eighth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention, with a view to giving prominence to issues of importance to Africa;

35. To acknowledge our shared responsibility for a sustainable approach to elephant management that will protect and enhance biodiversity and support affected African countries; 

36. To give effect to the decisions adopted by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment at its eleventh session, held in Brazzaville, on 26 May 2006;

37. To mandate the President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to submit the report of the eleventh session of the Conference, including the Brazzaville Declaration and its other annexes, to the Executive Council of the African Union;

38. To pay tribute to the President of the Congo and the Congolese people for the warm welcome and the hospitality extended to participants, the excellent facilities made available and the generous support given by the Government and people of the Congo to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment at its eleventh session, which vastly contributed to the success of the session.

Annex II


Decisions and resolution adopted by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment at its eleventh session

Decision 1: Implementation of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development

We, African Ministers of Environment,

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Decide:

(a)
To request the Commission of the African Union:

(i)
To lend high-level political support to the successful implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development; 

 (ii)
To strengthen its environment section and those of the relevant technical units of the regional economic communities;

(iii) 
To develop appropriate communication mechanisms between countries and the regional economic communities;

(b)
To urge development partners to assist in providing required resources for developing the capacities of the regional economic communities, to enable them to discharge their responsibilities;

(c)
To call on the Global Environment Facility and other development partners to provide financial support for the implementation of the projects and programmes of the action plan at country and subregional levels;

(d)
To request the United Nations Environment Programme to provide technical support to the regional economic communities in the finalization of the subregional action plans of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;

(e)
To request the United Nations Environment Programme to maintain and develop further its issue-based modules for the coherent implementation of environmental agreements to cover agreements for all African States and to include other relevant topics;

(f)
To request further the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Development Programme, the World Conservation Union and development partners to provide financial support to African countries to develop and maintain the issue- based modules for the coherent implementation of environmental agreements;

(g)
To request the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa to enhance its facilitation of United Nations agency consultations, coordination and collaboration with respect to the thematic cluster of United Nations bodies and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development that is concerned with the environment, population and urbanization, as well as sub-clusters concerned with water, energy, biotechnology, biosafety and post-conflict environmental reconstruction and other relevant sub-clusters;

(h)
To request the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to mobilize support for the successful expansion of the Partnership for the Development of Environmental Law and Institutions in Africa and its necessary integration into the regular programme of the United Nations Environment Programme on environmental law in order to benefit a greater number of African States in terms of providing advisory services and technical assistance activities at the regional, subregional and national levels; 

(i)
To request the United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization to strengthen its technical support to African countries to implement the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, particularly the management of transboundary ecosystems;

(j)
To request countries to implement the projects of the action plan in conformity with the spirit of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;

(k)
To maintain effective communication between the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment and the relevant organs of the African Union and the regional economic communities.

Decision 2: Institutional linkages and harmonization of activities in the context of the implementation of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development


We, African Ministers of Environment, 


Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,


Noting with appreciation the adoption of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development by the African Union at its summit meeting in Maputo in July 2003,

Reaffirming that the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development is a coherent, strategic and long-term programme of action aimed at promoting Africa’s sustainable development,

Further reaffirming our commitment to the effective implementation of the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Recognizing that the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development will contribute to building Africa’s capacity to implement regional and international environmental agreements and effectively to address African environmental challenges,

Acknowledging the support provided by African countries, the secretariats of the United Nations Environment Programme, the Global Environment Facility and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and development partners of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Welcoming the offers made by African countries and development partners during the Partners’ Conferences on the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, held in Algiers, on 15 and 16 December 2003, and Dakar, on 15 and 16 March 2005,

Recognizing the commitment of the heads of State and Government of the African Union on the linkages between the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment and the African Union, in paragraph 9 of the Sirte Declaration on the Challenges of Implementing Integrated and Sustainable Development of Agriculture and Water in Africa, adopted by the Assembly of the African Union at its second extraordinary session, held in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya on 27 February 2004,

Decide:

(a) To pursue the goal of the Conference to become a separate and distinct specialized technical committee of the Commission of the African Union;(
(b) To ensure that the integration of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment into the African Union does not jeopardize the activities of the Conference but rather strengthens and expands its work and the strong relationships that already exist between the Conference and the United Nations Environment Programme and other existing partners;

(c) To advocate further linkages between the Conference and other relevant organs of the African Union;

(d) To provide overall guidance on the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development;

(e) To follow-up with the regional economic communities on the implementation of the action plan;

(f) To cooperate with the relevant international and regional organizations and bodies and civil society on strategic issues related to the implementation of the action plan;

(g) To cooperate and establish linkages with the other relevant institutions such as the African Ministers’ Council on Water on strategic issues related to the implementation of the action plan;

(h) To continue to mobilize political support for the successful implementation of the action plan;

(i) To request the President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, with the support of the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme and the Commission of the African Union, to secure sustainable financing to sustain the Conference’s collaboration with the regional economic communities in undertaking the activities of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in the context of the implementation of the action plan;

(j) To review periodically progress made in the implementation of the action plan and make recommendations;

(k) To advocate the harmonization of any existing and new environmental initiatives, within the framework of the implementation of the action plan.

Decision 3: Constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment 

We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Aware of the mandate conferred upon the Conference by ministers at the eighth session of the Conference, held in Abuja, Nigeria, from 3 to 6 April 2000, as contained in paragraph 31 of the ministerial report of the session,

Also aware of the mandate conferred upon the Conference by ministers at the ninth session of the Conference, held in Kampala, Uganda, on 4 and 5 July 2002, as contained in decision 4 of the ninth session,

Mindful of the request made to the secretariat by ministers at the tenth session of the Conference, held in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 29 and 30 June 2004, as contained in decision 3 of the tenth session,

Noting that the process of further intergovernmental consultations is under way, thus necessitating the close monitoring of the evolution of other initiatives under the African Union,

Decide: 

(a)
To note with appreciation the efforts of the secretariat of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to facilitate the completion of the document on the revised Constitution;

(b)
To note also the potential implications that the evolving structures of the African Union have on the Conference;

(c)
To request the secretariat to defer the process of revising the Constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment pending the complete establishment of the institutional structures of the African Union and to report to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment at its twelfth session on any progress made in this regard. 

Decision 4: Status and use of the general trust fund for the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment
We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Recalling the Conference’s decision 5 on financial resources adopted at its eighth session, in Abuja, Nigeria, on 6 April, 2000, 

Further recalling its decision 4 on resource mobilization, taken at its special session in Nairobi, Kenya, on 16 October 2001, 

Noting its decision 8 on resource mobilization and the status of the general trust fund, of 7 July 2002, adopted at its ninth session, in Kampala, Uganda, on 5 July 2002,

Noting its decision 4 on the status and use of the general trust fund, adopted at its tenth session, in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on 30 June 2004, 

Recognizing that Africa is taking measures to address its environmental challenges through major initiatives such as the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, 

Aware that the implementation of its environmental initiatives, in particular the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, will require additional human and financial resources,

Expressing our appreciation to those Governments that have contributed to the Conference’s general trust fund and, in that regard, also expressing our appreciation to the development partners for their support,

Appreciating the financial and technical support that the United Nations Environment Programme provides to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Recognizing the need for the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to finance its core activities,

Mindful of the evolving linkages between the African Union and the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment and the implications for funding the activities of the Conference,

Decide: 

(a)
To urge Governments to make every effort to pay their outstanding contributions to the general trust fund of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment;

(b)
 That the secretariat, in consultation with the Bureau, should make proposals for sponsorship of some activities of the Conference, including meetings of the Bureau;

(c)
That the secretariat, also in consultation with the Bureau and the Commission of the African Union, should make proposals for sponsorship of the regular and extraordinary sessions of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment;

(d)
That the Conference should extend its appreciation to the United Nations Environment Programme and urge the Executive Director to continue to provide support to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment;

(e)
That the interest generated by the general trust fund could be used and that proposals on the use of the interest earned on the general trust fund will be prepared by the secretariat and submitted to the Bureau of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment for approval prior to implementation;

(f)
That the general trust fund should continue to be managed by the United Nations Environment Programme for as long as the secretariat of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment remains with that organization;

(g)
That the secretariat should continue to report on the status and use of the general trust fund at meetings of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment. 

Decision 5: Implementation of a strategic approach to international chemicals management and other chemical and hazardous waste management issues

We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville, Congo, on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, 

Recalling the initiation of the development of a Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management by the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme in its decision SS.VII/3 of 15 February 2002 and the endorsement of that decision by the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment in its decision 5 adopted at its tenth regular session on 30 June 2004,

Recalling also the commitment to the development of the Strategic Approach expressed by Heads of State and Government in the Plan of Implementation adopted by the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg on 4 September 2002 and in the 2005 World Summit Outcome adopted by the General Assembly at the high-level plenary meeting of its sixtieth session in New York on 16 September 2005,

Noting the important contribution made to the development of the Strategic Approach by the holding of regional consultations, including those for the African region in Abuja, Nigeria, from 24 to 26 May 2004 and in Saly, Senegal, from 15 to 18 March 2005,

Welcoming the completion and adoption of the Strategic Approach by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its first session in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on 6 February 2006 and the subsequent endorsement of the approach by the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme in its decision SS.IX/1 of 9 February 2006,

Applauding the establishment of a “Quick Start” Programme to support initial enabling capacity-building and implementation activities for the Strategic Approach in developing countries, least developed countries, small island developing States and countries with economies in transition,

Noting with appreciation the contributions of the Government of South Africa and other donors to the Quick Start Programme trust fund,

Recalling decision 23/9, adopted by the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme on 25 February 2005, at its twenty-third session, held in Nairobi, Kenya, which requested the Executive Director, as a matter of high priority, to make appropriate provision for fulfilment of the organization’s responsibilities under the Strategic Approach and to make provision for activities to support developing countries and countries with economies in transition in implementing the Strategic Approach, taking into account the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, 

Acknowledging the initial work done to develop an African regional action plan for the implementation of the Strategic Approach,


Decide:


(a)
To endorse the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management as a policy framework to support achievement of the goal set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation that, by 2020, chemicals must be used and produced in ways that minimize significant adverse effects on human health and the environment;


(b)
To urge Governments to nominate national Strategic Approach focal points and establish inter-ministerial or inter-institutional arrangements to oversee implementation of the Strategic Approach at the national level;

(c)
To emphasize the need for the Strategic Approach to be implemented on an inclusive multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral basis, engaging representatives of Governments, non-governmental organizations and the private sector drawn from all relevant sectors, including agriculture, environment, health, industry and labour; 

(d)
To urge Governments to commence planning for national action plans for implementation of the Strategic Approach, building on work already undertaken in the context of multilateral environment agreements such as the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, as well as regional environmental agreements such as the Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the Control of Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes Within Africa;

(e)
To encourage recognition of the cross-cutting nature of chemical safety and hazardous waste as a sustainable development issue and the inclusion of sound chemicals and hazardous waste management considerations in national planning strategies and programmes, where appropriate;

(f)
To encourage the exploration of possible regional approaches to the implementation of the Strategic Approach, where synergies can be identified, including through the holding of regional and subregional consultations and the further development of a regional action plan for Africa; 

(g)
To request the African Union, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, the African Development Bank, the secretariat of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and subregional organizations such as the Arab Maghreb Union, the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, the Economic Community of Central African States, the Economic Community of West African States, the Southern African Development Community, the Basel Convention regional centres and others to participate actively in the implementation of the Strategic Approach as an integral part of efforts by African Governments to achieve the goals of sustainable development and poverty eradication;

(h)
To urge the participating organizations of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals, the United Nations Development Programme and the World Bank to give priority to the needs of African countries when developing activities to support implementation of the Strategic Approach within the work programmes and mandates of those organizations;

(i)
To support plans for the holding of a symposium on illegal international traffic in hazardous chemicals by the United Nations Environment Programme in collaboration with the Governments of the Czech Republic and Germany, which should address the issue of hazardous waste consistent with chapter 19 of Agenda 21, as adopted at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992;

(j)
To request international and regional partners to support efforts to strengthen the ability of the Basel Convention regional centres to undertake capacity-building for chemicals and hazardous waste management in related multilateral environmental agreements in Africa, in line with the objectives of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management and the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development. 

Decision 6: Africa Environment Outlook and the Africa Environment Information Network

We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, 

Noting with appreciation the production of the second Africa Environment Outlook report, entitled “Our Environment Our Wealth”, which was achieved with the continued support of the United Nations Environment Programme,

Recalling the decisions adopted at the ninth and tenth sessions of the Conference, in Kampala in 2002 and Sirte in 2004, and further reaffirming our commitment to the Africa Environment Outlook process as a means to monitor sustainable development in Africa and as a framework for environmental reporting at the national and subregional levels,

Noting with appreciation the implementation of the pilot phase of the Africa Environment Information Network at the national, subregional and regional levels, aimed at strengthening access to reliable environmental data and information in Africa,

Recognizing the important role that the Africa Environment Information Network initiative has played in enhancing national capacities to contribute to the Africa Environment Outlook process and to undertake national integrated environmental assessments that provide input into national reporting processes and mainstream the environment in poverty reduction strategy papers,

Welcoming the decision of the United Nations Environment Programme, with the support of development partners, to extend Africa Environment Information Network activities from 12 to 38 countries,

Welcoming with appreciation the distribution by the United Nations Environment Programme of comprehensive Landsat data and its efforts to support the effective use of those data sets and noting the potential synergies available with other initiatives, such as the Preparation for the Use of the Meteosat Second Generation Satellite in Africa and African Monitoring of the Environment for Sustainable Development projects, 


Decide:


(a)
To request the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to continue mobilizing financial support for capacity-building through the Africa Environment Outlook and the Africa Environment Information Network processes and to support the production of the third Africa Environment Outlook report as one of the main components of the programme of work of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment;

(b)
To call upon Governments to mainstream the findings and policy options identified by the second Africa Environment Outlook report when formulating and implementing their national environmental programmes; 

(c)
To endorse the proposal for the extension of the Africa Environment Information Network from 12 to 38 countries in Africa to promote data access, sharing and harmonization in the Africa region;

(d)
To call upon the United Nations Environment Programme to extend further the Africa Environment Information Network to cover all countries in Africa;


(d)
To call upon Governments to undertake regular national integrated environmental assessments, using Africa Environment Outlook methodologies, to provide input into national reporting processes, making use of the comprehensive Landsat data distributed by the United Nations Environment Programme and data available through other initiatives in Africa, to ensure that the environment is mainstreamed into national plans, including poverty reduction strategy papers.

Decision 7: Integration of environmental dimensions into disaster risk reduction programmes in the context of the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction 

We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Noting with concern that Africa continues to experience devastating natural and human-induced disasters with serious economic, social and environmental consequences, particularly for the survival, dignity and livelihoods of its people,

Expressing concern over the economic, social and environmental impacts of disasters on affected countries in the short, medium and long term,

Welcoming with appreciation the report of the African Union on the outcome of the first meeting of the African Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction,

Noting with satisfaction the recommendation by that Conference that environmental dimensions should be incorporated into disaster risk reduction strategies in order to mitigate the severity of disasters and facilitate post-disaster recovery and rehabilitation,

Noting the information provided by the Commission of the African Union on the outcome of the ministerial meeting on disaster risk reduction and the Executive Council decision approving the Programme of Action for the Implementation of the Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction, adopted in January 2006,

Commending the Commission of the African Union for keeping the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment updated on its activities at the continental level in the area of disaster risk reduction and for the efforts it has deployed towards the implementation of the Executive Council decision,

Noting the need for greater participation of African Governments in international and regional forums on risk reduction and management, 

Decide:

(a)
To urge Governments to integrate disaster risk reduction into development policies and programmes, such as poverty reduction strategy papers and common country assessments of the United Nations Development Assistance Framework, to support and promote understanding and awareness of the interrelationships between disaster risk reduction and development;

(b)
To request Governments to develop and review policies, laws and disaster management plans and programmes to take into account environmental dimensions, particularly those relating to land use, river and lake basins and flood plains;

(c)
To request Governments to support and develop capacity-building programmes, including activities to increase institutional capacities, training and environmental emergency management education programmes, covering the issues of prevention, preparedness, response and mitigation for implementation at the national and local levels;

(d)
To request Governments to promote increased intercountry cooperation and coordination for environmental emergency prevention and mitigation, preparedness and response, assessment, recovery and rehabilitation;

(e)
To request development partners across the United Nations system, including the private sector and civil society, to support Governments in promoting integration of environmental dimensions into disaster management;

(f) To request the United Nations and the donor community to support the participation of African Governments in international forums on disaster risk reduction and management with a view to fostering greater linkages and integration of environmental dimensions into humanitarian aspects of natural and human-induced disasters in the continent;

(g) To invite development partners to assist Africa to establish subregional disaster risk reduction and management centres. 

Further decide:

(h)
To commit ourselves to the implementation of the decisions of the Executive Council of the African Union at the national level; 

(i)
To request the partners of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, particularly the inter-agency secretariat of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, the United Nations Environment Programme and the United Nations Development Programme, to provide assistance to national Governments in carrying out the Programme of Action for the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

Draft decision 8: Implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building

We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,
Recalling the outcomes on international environmental governance and the decision of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme at its seventh special session, at which ministers from Africa participated, calling for the development of an intergovernmental strategic plan for technology support and capacity-building to increase country-level delivery of environmental capacity-building and technology support,
Welcoming the adoption of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building by the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme at its twenty-third session, in February 2005, as an intergovernmentally agreed approach to enhancing the capacities of developing countries and countries with economies in transition; and the implementation plan of the United Nations Environment Programme for the Bali Strategic Plan, presented at the ninth special session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, held in Dubai in February 2006,

Taking note with appreciation of the incorporation into the Bali Strategic Plan of the inputs from AMCEN and the recognition of African regional environmental strategies and priorities, in particular the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Also taking note of the promotion of South-South cooperation in facilitating technology support and capacity-building in the Bali Strategic Plan and welcoming the steps taken by the United Nations Environment Programme to initiate South-South consultations in Jakarta, Indonesia,

Welcoming the envisaged support to regional ministerial environmental forums to enable them to play a role in the implementation and review of the Bali Strategic Plan and in the identification of emerging needs and priorities to be considered by the Governing Council and taken into account by the United Nations Environment Programme,

Further welcoming the encouragement in the Bali Strategic Plan to regional ministerial environmental bodies, their subsidiary bodies and other relevant entities to consider the Plan, make policy recommendations and identify priorities on a regular basis, and further recommend strategic approaches to the implementation of the respective components of the Plan in their regions,

Also welcoming the memorandum of understanding between the United Nations Environment Programme and the United Nations Development Programme for collaboration in the joint implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan at the country level in line with the outcomes on international environmental governance,

Expressing our appreciation to the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme for initiating a pilot project for the implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan in six African countries, and noting the broadening of the review of the environmental aspects of water in four of those countries,

Decide:

(a) To request Governments, through the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, to expedite the implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan in Africa by reviewing and setting regional technology support and capacity-building priority needs at the next regular session of the Conference and making recommendations regarding policy and strategic approaches for the implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan to the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme;

(b)  To request the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to provide additional support to the six countries involved in the pilot project for the implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan in Africa and to replicate the project in other countries in the Africa region, taking into consideration the lessons learned in the pilot project and regional, subregional and national environmental initiatives, priorities and needs; and to enhance the incorporation into these projects of an in-depth review of the environmental aspects of water, as initiated in four of the six pilot project countries;

(c) Also to request the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, and the heads of other United Nations bodies in a position to do so, to provide support and coordination for the realization of South-South cooperation in technology support and capacity-building, especially among and between African countries by, among other things, strengthening the capacity of national, subregional and regional institutions to act as centres of excellence for the further implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan at the regional, subregional and country levels;

(d) To encourage the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to expedite the implementation of the memorandum of understanding between the United Nations Environment Programme and the United Nations Development Programme for the swift and coordinated implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan, and further enhance the active involvement of the United Nations Environment Programme in environmental processes at the national level;

(e) To request Governments to place priority on the implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan in their own countries, including by setting up relevant and adequate institutional coordination structures, and to seek means and innovative ways to mobilize domestic resources to complement international resources that may be mobilized through bilateral and multilateral partners;

(f) To request our bilateral and multilateral development partners to promote and use the Bali Strategic Plan, especially by transforming sectoral needs into national strategic priorities, as the enhanced mechanism for coordinating the coherent delivery of technology support and capacity-building assistance to strengthen the capacities of African countries to meet their development needs and priorities and internationally agreed goals.

Decision 9: Green Wall for the Sahara initiative

We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Noting the report of the Commission of the African Union on the Green Wall for the Sahara initiative,

Commending President Olusegun Obasanjo and the Government of Nigeria for the initiative,

Commending further the Commission of the African Union for its efforts to facilitate consultations on the development of a programme of action for the implementation of the Green Wall for the Sahara initiative,

Encouraging the Commission of the African Union to continue its efforts for an early conclusion of the development of the programme of action, 

Taking note of past experiences and current initiatives, including the Algerian Green Barrier and the Green Belt of North Africa projects, and activities currently being undertaken in the framework of implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification,

Decide:

(a)
To request the United Nations Environment Programme, other United Nations agencies and programmes, the secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, the World Bank and other multilateral regional and bilateral development partners to cooperate with the Commission of the African Union and to report to the next regular session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment on progress made in the facilitation of the implementation of the initiative;

(b)
To call on the members of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment to follow up at the national level the Commission’s invitation to designate appropriate ministers and experts to the steering and technical committees of this initiative.

Decision 10: Resource mobilization for implementation of environmental projects and programmes at country, subregional and regional levels

We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Recalling the Algiers Declaration for a Global Partnership on the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, adopted on 16 December 2003 by African environment ministers at the first Partners’ Conference, and the commitments made by African countries and development partners to implement the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Recalling also the Dakar Declaration for Enhanced Partnership in the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, adopted on 16 March 2005 by African environment ministers at the second Partners’ Conference, which proposed the creation of an African Environment Facility at the African Development Bank, the use of existing financial mechanisms within subregional economic communities and other subregional organizations and the use of inter-State mechanisms for the implementation of joint programmes where appropriate, 

Recalling further the resolution requesting the Conference and its partners to develop proposals for other resource mobilization and allocation mechanisms for the funding of priority projects and programmes of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Noting with satisfaction the outcome of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment consultative meeting on debt cancellation, held in Nairobi on 26 October 2005,

Expressing our appreciation to the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme for sponsoring and providing technical support for the consultative meeting, 

Decide:

(a) To request the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme and heads of other relevant institutions to continue to provide technical support to African countries to develop capacity in sustainable financing for the implementation of cost-effective environmental projects and programmes at national, subregional and regional levels;

(b) To renew our commitment to make resources available for the implementation of priorities in the action plan of the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development at national, subregional and regional levels;

(c) To urge Africa’s development partners, the private sector, civil society, international organizations and Governments to enhance their support for the implementation of the action plan at national, subregional and regional levels;

(d) To urge countries to put in place dialogue platforms between ministers of environment and ministers of economy or finance to ensure the integration and mainstreaming of environmental issues into national sustainable development programmes, including research and development and capacity-building;

(e) To urge the Global Environment Facility and other donors to support at significant levels the efforts and goals expressed by African countries and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development in the context of the action plan for the environment initiative; 

(f) To request the Council of the Global Environment Facility to continue to support the TerrAfrica initiative and its Strategic Investment Programme for Sustainable Land Management as a key element for advancing further the implementation of the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development and the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme and to promote endeavours to broaden sustainable land management projects in sub-Saharan Africa;

(g) To request the Global Environment Facility to review the Resource Allocation Framework in line with concerns that have emerged in the consultative meetings organized by the secretariat of the Global Environment Facility with the African countries, including the integration of climate change vulnerability criteria into the calculation of its allocations.

Decision 11: African Environment Facility 

We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Recalling decision 10 of the second Assembly of the African Union held in Maputo in July 2003, on the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, 

Recalling the Algiers Declaration for a Global Partnership on the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, adopted on 16 December 2003 by African Environment ministers at the first Partners’ Conference, and the commitments made by African countries and development partners to implement the action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Recalling also the Dakar Declaration for Enhanced Partnership in the Implementation of the Action Plan for the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, adopted on 16 March 2005 by African environment ministers at the second Partners’ Conference, which proposed the creation of an African Environment Facility at the African Development Bank, 

Taking note of the consultative meeting between the Bureau of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment and the President of the African Development Bank on this matter, held in 2005,

Also taking note of the preliminary feasibility study on the establishment of the African Environment Facility, 

Decide:

(a)
To pursue our commitment to establish the African Environment Facility at the African Development Bank and invite ministers of economy and finance to assume responsibility for the establishment of the Facility;

(b)
To communicate the present request to establish the African Environment Facility to the President of the African Development Bank and to invite him to submit it to the Board of Directors and possibly the Board of Governors of the Bank for their consideration and possible execution;

(c) To request further the President of the African Development Bank to facilitate the swift establishment of the African Environment Facility;.

(d) To invite heads of State and Government of the African Union to extend their political support to the swift establishment of the African Environment Facility at the African Development Bank.

Resolution on the work of the Bureau

We, African Ministers of Environment, 

Having met in Brazzaville on 25 and 26 May 2006, at the eleventh session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Aware that the Conference is facing challenges, including the need to create linkages with the African Union and other partners, which require continuous consultations and close monitoring,

Mindful of the need for the Bureau of the Conference to ensure continuity in the work of the Conference during intersessional periods,

Aware of article 15 of the Constitution of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, which provides for the membership of the Bureau,

Resolve: 

(a) 
To invite the outgoing President to participate in the meetings of the current Bureau of the Conference for one year after the expiry of his or her tenure, provided that he or she continues to serve as the minister of environment in his or her Government, so as to ensure continuity and advancement of the work of the Bureau; 

(b)
To invite one member of the outgoing Bureau, who continues to serve as the minister of environment in his or her Government, to participate in the meetings of the current Bureau, in the event that the outgoing President no longer holds that portfolio.
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Ministry of Tourism, Environment and

  Culture

P.O. Box 52

100 Maseru

Lesotho

Tel:  (+266) 2231 3034

Fax:  (+266) 2231 1139/2231 0194

Mrs. Nthabiseng Majara

Principal Environment Officer

Department of Environment

Ministry of Tourism, Environment and

  Culture

P.O. Box 52

100 Maseru

Lesotho

Tel:  (+266) 2231 3034

Fax:  (+266) 2231 1139/2231 0194

Email:  psm@tourism.gov.ls

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
H.E. Dr. Abdul-Hakim Rajab Elwaer

Secretary of  the People's Committee and

  President of AMCEN

Environment General Authority (EGA)

Tripoli

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Tel:  (+218 21) 487 0266

Fax:  (+218 21) 487 0266

Email:  mshamouda@yahoo.com

egainfo@environment.org.ly

Dr. Mohamoud S. Hamouda

Technical Advisor

Environment General Authority (EGA)

P.O. Box 17390

Tripoli

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Tel:  (+218 21) 487 0266/218 913 75 9344 (cel:)

Fax:  (+218 21) 70 247

Email:  mshamouda@yahoo.com

Madagascar
S.E.M Charles Sylvain Rabotoarison

Ministre

Ministère de I'Environnement, des Eaux et

  Forêts

BP 3948

Antananarivo 101

Madagascar

Tel:  (+261 20) 224 0908/226 4588

Fax:  (+261 20) 223 0488/224 1919

Email:  minenv@wanadoo.mg

foretmin@wanadoo.mg

Mme. Randriamampianina Vololoniaina

Coordinator General de Projects

Ministère de I'Environnement, des Eaux et

  Forêts

Antananarivo 101

Madagascar

Tel:  (+261 20) 226 4586

Fax:  (+261 20) 223 0488

Email:  minenv@wandoo.mg

Malawi
Hon. Henry Chimunthu Banda

Minister

Ministry of Natural Resources, Energy,

  Mines and Environment

Private Bag 350

Lilongwe

Malawi

Tel:  (+265 1) 789 453

Fax:  (+265 1) 788 135

Email:  hcbanda@mw.net

Mr. Sailes D.J. Gulule

Environmental Affairs Department

P.O. Box 328

Kasungu

Malawi

Tel:  (+265) 088 95 023 (Mob.)

Fax:  (+265 1) 773 379

Email:  gulules@yahoo.com

Mr. Aloysius Mphatso Kamperewera

Environmental Affairs Department

Private Bag 394

Kasungu

Malawi

Tel:  (+265 1) 771 111

Fax:  (+265 1) 773 379

Email:  aloysius@sdnp.org.mw

Mr. Assan Lipande

Mines Natural Resources and Environment

  Department

P.O. Box 62

Ntcheu

Mlangewi

Malawi

Tel:  (+265 1) 771 111

Fax:  (+265 1) 773 379

Email:  c/o aloysius@sdnp.org.mw

Mali
S.E.M. Nancoman Keita

Ministre

Ministère de l'Environnement et de

  I'Assainissement

BP 1634

Bamako

Mali

Tel:  (+223) 229 5172/229 5168

Fax:  (+223) 229 5169-70

Email:  me2003@afribone.net.ml

Mr. Maiga Alassane Boncana

Conseiller Technique

Ministère de l'Environnement et de

  I'Assainissement

BP 1634

Bamako

Mali

Tel:  (+223) 228 5165/685 3420

Fax:  (+223) 228 5165

Email:  albonmaiga@yahoo.fr

M. Amadou Maiga

Focal Point CMAE

Ministère de l'Environnement et de

  I'Assainissement

Bamako

Mali

Tel:  (+223) 231 074/617 8423

Email:  adoumaiga@yahoo.fr

M. Felix Dakouo

Directeur National de la Conservation de

  la Nature

Ministère de l'Environnement et de

  I'Assainissement

BP 275

Bamako

Mali

Tel:  (+223) 223 3695

Fax:  (+223) 223 3696

Email:  conservationature@datach.net.ml

M. Mamadou Gakou

Directeur Environnement STP

Ministère de l'Environnement et de

  I'Assainissement

BP 2537

Bamako

Mali

Tel:  (+223) 223 5867

Fax:  (+223) 223 5867

Email:  stp@timbagga.com.ml

Aida M'Bo Dembele

Conseiller au programme

BP 120

Bamako

Mali

Tel:  (+223) 222 0181/ 222 3694

Fax:  (+223) 222 6298

Email:  aida.dembele@undp.org

Morocco
M. Mohammed Ameur

Secrétaire Général

Ministère de I'Aménagement du Territoire,

  de I'Eau et de I'Environnement

4 Place Abou Bakr Essedik 

Avenue Fal Ould Oumeir Agdal

Rabat

Morocco

Tel:  (+212 37) 681 635/(+212) 61 925 473

Fax:  (+212 37) 772 640

M. El Mahdi Mechbal

Ministère de I'Aménagement du Territoire,

  de I'Eau et de I'Environnement

4 Place Abou Bakr Essedik 

Avenue Fal Ould Oumeir Agdal

Rabat

Morocco

Tel:  (+212 37) 681 635/(+212) 61 925 473

Fax:  (+212 37) 772 640

Mr. Rachid Firadi

Chef du Service de la Coopération

  Multilatérale

Direction du Partenariat, de la

  Communication et de la Coopération

Ministère de I'Aménagement du Territoire,

  de I'Eau et de I'Environnement

4 Place Abou Bakr Essedik 

Avenue Fal Ould Oumeir Agdal

Rabat

Morocco

Tel:  (+212 37) 681 635/(+212) 61 925 473

Fax:  (+212 37) 772 640

Email:  firadi@minenv.gov.ma

foradorachid@yahoo.fr

dcop@minenv.gov.ma

Mozambique
Mr. Sandro Jorge

Lawyer

Legal Department

Ministry for the Co-ordination of

  Environmental Affairs

P.O. Box 2020

Maputo

Mozambique

Tel:  (+258 21) 466 971

Fax:  (+258 21) 466 971

Email:  sandro.jorge@micoa.gov.mz

Namibia
Nghitila Teofilus

Director

Directorate of Environmental Affairs

2 Private Bag 13306

Windhoek

Namibia

Tel:  (+264 61) 249 015

Fax:  (+264 61) 240 339

Email:  nghitila@dea.met.gov.na

Nigeria
Hon. Mrs. Helen Esuene

Minister

Federal Ministry of Environment

PMB 468 Garki

Abuja

Nigeria

Tel:  (+234 9) 523 4119/523 4014

Fax:  (+234 9) 523 4119/523 4014

Mr. A. Sam Akpabio

Assistant Director and Desk Officer

Multilateral Environmental Programmes

Federal Ministry of Environment

PMB 468 Garki

Abuja

Nigeria

Tel:  (+234 9) 523 4119/523 4014

Fax:  (+234 9) 523 4119/523 4014

Email:  samakpabio2002@yahoo.com

Dr. Olusegun Edward Ojo

Assistant Director

National Emergency Management Agency

  (NEMA)

Abuja

Nigeria

Tel:  (+234 9) 413 1953/413 7290

Fax:  (+234 9) 413 7640

Email:  olusegunfunmiojo1991@yahoo.co.uk

Mr. Joseph Okoro

Minister Counsellor

Embassy of Nigeria in the Republic of

  Congo

P.O. Box 790

Brazzaville

Republic of Congo

Tel:  (+242) 623 7522

Mrs. Abiola Olanipekun

Chief Environmental Scientist

Department  of Pollution Control

Federal Ministry of Environment

PMB 468

Abuja

Nigeria

Tel:  (+234 9) 523 4119

Fax:  (+234 9) 523 4119

Mr. Alhassan Nuhu

National Emergency Management Agency

Relief and Rehabilitation Department

Office of the President

PMB 1232 Zaria

Kaduna State

Abuja

Nigeria

Tel:  (+234 9) 413 7290

Fax:  (+234 9) 413 7640

Email:  alhassannuhu@yahoo.com

Mr. Obiora N. Egbunike

Assistant Director

Sund Department

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Abuja

Nigeria

Tel:  (+234) 803 285 4108

Mr. Henry Etuk

Special Assistant (Admin.) to the Minister

Minister's Office

Federal Ministry of Environment

PMB 468 Garki

Abuja

Nigeria

Tel:  (+234) 80 2300 6157

Fax:  (+234) 9523 4014

Email:  afrigrow@yahoo.com

Rwanda
H.E. Mr. Christophe Bazivamo

Minister

Ministry of Lands, Environment, Forestry,

  Water and Mines

P.O. Box 3502

Kigali

Rwanda

Tel:  (+250) 582 631/517 565

Fax:  (+250) 583 685

Email:  cbazivamo@gov.rw

romugo@minitere.gov.rw

habinef@yahoo.com

Dr. Rose Mukankomeje

Director General

Rwanda Environment Management Authority

  (REMA)

BP 466

Kigali

Rwanda

Tel:  (+250) 582 631/517 565

Fax:  (+250) 583 685

Senegal
S.E.M. Thierno Lo

Ministre

Ministère de l'Environnement et de la

  Protection de la Nature

7 ème étage

Building Administratif,

BP 4055/6557

Dakar

Senegal

Tel:  (+221) 889 0234/822 3849/821 6211

Fax:  (+22 1) 822 2180/822 6212

Email:  mepn.de@sentoo.sn

denv@telecomplus.sn

M. Papa Diop

Deuxieme Conseiller

Representant Permanent du Senegal aupres

  du PNUE

P.O. Box 2581

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel:  (+251 1) 613 835/611 376

Fax:  (+251 1) 610 020

Mme. Fatimata Dia Toure

Directeur de l'Environnement et des

  Etablissements Classés

Ministère de l'Environnement et de la

  Protection de la Nature

DEEC 106

Rue carnot

BP 6557

Dakar

Senegal

Tel:  (+221) 822 6211/821 0725

Fax:  (+221) 822 6212/822 2180

Email:  fdtoure@sentoo.sn

Somalia
H.E. Mr. Mohamed Osman Maye

Minister

Ministry of Environment and Disaster

  Management

c/o UNDP Baidoa, Somalia

Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254) 722 746 841

Fax:  (+252 1) 528 838

Email:  banadirlinks114@hotmail.com

banadirlinks114@yahoo.co.uk

Dr. Mohamed Sidow Hassan

Ministry of Environment and Disaster

  Management

P.O. Box 86665

Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254) 722 775 358

Fax:  (+254 41) 222 9707

Email:  banadirlinks114@yahoo.com

South Africa
Hon. Mr. M.C.J. Van Schalkwyk

Minister

Ministry of Environmental Affairs and

  Tourism

Private Bag X447

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 12) 310 3611/ 465 7240-41

Fax:  (+27 12) 322 0082/ 465 3216

Email:  bburnett@deat.gov.za

hventer@deat.gov.za

Mr. Johann Durand

Director

Department of Environmental Affairs and

  Tourism

Private Bag X447

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 12) 310 3611/465 7240-1

Fax:  (+27 12) 322 0082/465 3216

Email:  jdurand@deat.gov.za

Ms. Pamela Yako

Director General

Department of Environmental Affairs and

  Tourism

Private Bag X477

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 12) 310 3529

Fax:  (+27 12) 322 4832

Email:  pyako@deat.gov.za

Ms. Leseho Sello

Chief Director

Biodiversity Branch

Department of Environmental Affairs and

  Tourism

Private Bag X477

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 12) 310 3696

Fax:  (+27 12) 320 0896

Email:  Lsello@deat.gov.za

Mr. Zaheer Fakir

Director

International Governance and Resource

  Mobilization

Department of Environmental Affairs and

  Tourism

Private Bag X447

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 12) 310 3828/(+27 82) 653 0630

Fax:  (+27 12) 310 3541

Email:  zfakir@deat.gov.za

Ms. Mukondi Madzivhandila

Deputy Director

Department of Environmental Affairs and

  Tourism

Private Bag X447

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 12) 310 3529

Fax:  (+27 12) 322 4832

Email:  mmadzivhandila@deat.gov.za

Inspector J.J. (Rinus) Benadie

SAPS VIP Member

Department of Environmental Affairs and

  Tourism

Private Bag X447

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 12) 310 3611/(+27 21) 465 7240-41

Fax:  (+27 12) 322 0082/(+27 21) 465 3216

Email:  bburnett@deat.gov.za

Ms. Efa F. Methi

Deputy Director - International Governance

Department of Environmental Affairs and

  Tourism

Private Bag X447

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 12) 310 3811

Fax:  (+27 12) 322 0082

Email:  ekola@deat.gov.za

Mr. Fundisile Mketeni

Deputy Director General

Department of Environmental Affairs and

  Tourism

Private Bag X447

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 12) 310 3100

Fax:  (+27 12) 320 0025

Email:  fmketeni@deat.gov.za

Sudan
H.E. Mrs. Theresa Siricio Iro

Minister of State

Ministry of Environment and Physical

  Development

P.O. Box 13226

Khartoum

Sudan

Tel:  (+249 183) 784 279/781 479

Fax:  (+249 183) 787 617/471 437

Email:  twani777@yahoo.com

H.E. Ms. Agnes Lukudu

Ambassador

Embassy of Sudan in the Democratic

  Republic of the Congo

Kinshasa

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Tel:  (+243) 999 970 123

Fax:  (+249 183) 787 617

Dr. Saad Eldin Ibrahim Mohammed

Secretary General

Higher Council of Environment and Natural

  Resources (HCENR)

P.O. Box 10488

Khartoum

Sudan

Tel:  (+249 183) 784 279

Fax:  (+249 183) 787 617

Email:  hcenr@sudanmail.net

Dr. Abdel Ghani Abdel Galil Hassan

Director

Environment Department

Ministry of Industry

Khartoum

Sudan

Tel:  (+249 183) 799 362

Fax:  (+249 183) 761 468

Email:  sudanozone@yahoo.com

abdelghanihassan@hotmail.com

Mr. Osman Mohammed El Faki

Counsellor

Embassy of Sudan in the Democratic

  Republic of the Congo

Kinshasa

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Tel:  (+249) 912 348 571

Email:  osmanmelfaki@hotmail.com

Mr. Khalid Hassan Elnaiem

Higher Council of Environment

Khartoum

Sudan

Tel:  (+249 9) 239 3249

Email:  khdhas@yahoo.co.uk

Swaziland
Hon. Thandie Shongwe

Minister

Ministry of Environment and Communications

P.O. Box 2652

Mbabane

Swaziland

Tel:  (+268) 404 6420-23

Fax:  (+268) 404 6438/404 1719

Email:  sea@realnet.co.sz

mintour@realnet.co.sz

Mr. Jameson D. Vilakati

Director of Environment

Swaziland Environment Authority

Ministry of Tourism, Environment and

  Communications

P.O. Box 2652

Mbabane

Swaziland

Tel:  (+268) 404 6245/9 Ext. 154 or 41719

Fax:  (+268) 404 6438/44330

Email:  sea@realnet.co.sz

Togo
M. Bougonou K. Djeri-Alassani

Juriste spécialisé en Gestion des

  Ressources Naturelles et de

  l'Environnement

Directeur de l'Environnement

Ministère de l'Environnement et des

  Ressources Forestières

BP 12877

Lomé

Togo

Tel:  (+228) 221 5197/221 3321/
(cell: 918 1315

Fax:  (+228) 221 0333/221 5197/221 4604

Email:  bdjeri@yahoo.fr

Mr. Essowo Ouro-Djeri

Directeur de Cabinet

Ministere de l'Environnement

BP 4825

Togo

Tel:  (+228) 221 5658

Fax:  (+228) 221 0333

Email:  ouroadamk@yahoo.fr

Tunisia
Mr. Naceur Bouali

Charge d'Affaires

Embassy of Tunisia in the Democratic

  Republic of the Congo

Kinshasa

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Tel:  (+243) 081 020 779etkins
(+243) 081 020 7799

Email:  cetkinshasa@yahoo.fr

Uganda
Dr. Aryamanya-Migisha, Henry

Executive Director

National Environment Management Authority

  (NEMA)

NEMA House, Plot 17/19/21

Jinja Road

P.O. Box 22255

Kampala

Uganda

Tel:  (+256 41) 236 817/251 064-065

Fax:  (+256 41) 257 521

Email:  haryamanya@nemaug.org

info@nemaug.org

amugisha@37.com

United Republic of Tanzania
Hon. Prof. Mark J. Mwandosya

Minister of State (Environment)

Vice President's Office

P.O. Box 5380

Dar es Salaam

United Republic of Tanzania

Tel:  (+255 22) 212 8771

Fax:  (+255 22) 211 3856

Email:  mjmwandosya@yahoo.com

Mr. Joseph Qamara

Senior Environment Officer

Vice President' Office

P.O. Box 5380

Dar es Salaam

United Republic of Tanzania

Tel:  (+255 22) 212 8771

Fax:  (+255 22) 211 3856

Email:  josephqamara@hotmail.com

Mr. George R. Kafumu

Senior Environment Officer

Vice President's Office

P.O. Box 5380

Dar es Salaam

United Republic of Tanzania

Tel:  (+255 22) 211 8416

Fax:  (+255 22) 212 5297

Email:  grkafumu@hotmail.com

grkafumu@yahoo.com

Mr. Eustace Lubuva

Analyst

President' Office

P.O. Box 1288

Dar es Salaam

United Republic of Tanzania

Tel:  (+255)  744 000 041

Fax:  (+255 22)  266 7914

Email:  kinala25@hotmail.com

Mr. Patrick Ndaki

Environmental Education Officer

Vice President' Office

P.O. Box 5380

Dar es Salaam

United Republic of Tanzania

Tel:  (+255 22) 211 8416

Fax:  (+255 22) 212 5297

Email:  patrick_ndaki@yahoo.co.uk

Mr. Samwel Shelukindo

First Secretary

Embassy of the United Republic of Tanzania

Kinshasa

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Email:  samshelu@hotmail.com

Zambia
Hon. Kabinga Pande

Minister

Ministry of Tourism, Environment and

  Natural Resources

Kwacha House

Cairo Road

P.O. Box 30575

 Lusaka

Zambia

Tel:  (+260 1) 223 930/222 189

Fax:  (+260 1) 223 930

Email:  kpande@mtenr.gov.zm

psmtenr@coppernet.zm

Hon. Nedson Nzowa

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Tourism, Environment and

  Natural Resources

P.O. Box 30575

 Lusaka 10101

Zambia

Tel:  (+260 1) 223 901

Fax:  (+260 1) 222 189

Mr. Fishani Godwin Gondwe

Acting Chief Environment

Management Officer, Environment and

  Natural Resources Management Department

Ministry of Tourism, Environment and

  Natural Resources

Kwacha House

Cairo Road

P.O. Box 30575

 Lusaka

Zambia

Tel:  (+260 1) 223 930/222 189

Fax:  (+260 1) 223 930/222 189

Email:  figogmel@yahoo.co.uk

Mr. Rodrick Ngolo

Public Relations Officer

Human Resources and Administration

Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources

P.O. Box 30575

Lusaka 10101

Zambia

Tel:  (+260 1) 223 930

Fax:  (+260 1) 222 189

Email:  rmcngolo@yahoo.co.uk

Zimbabwe
Hon. Francis Dunstan Nhema

Minister

Ministry of Environment and Tourism

11th Floor Kaguvi Building

Cnr. Fourth Street and Central Avenue

Private Bag 7753

Causeway

Harare

Zimbabwe

Tel:  (+263 4) 701 681/701 691-92

Fax:  (+263 4) 702 054

Email:  fnhema@ecoweb.co.zw

Mr. Phillip C. Manyaza

Chief Natural Resources Officer

Ministry of Environment and Tourism

11th Floor Kaguvi Building

Private Bag 7753, Causeway

Harare

Zimbabwe

Tel:  (+263 4) 701 681/701 691-92

Fax:  (+263 4) 705 252

Email:  zpn143@mweb.co.zw

Mr. Simbarashe Buzuzi

Ministry of Environment and Tourism

P.O. Box 7753

Harare

Zimbabwe

Tel:  (+263 4) 707 7091

Email:  s.buzuzi@yahoo.com

United Nations bodies 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

Ms. Isatou Gaye

Environmental Affairs Officer

Sustainable Development Division

Economic Commission for Africa

P.O. Box 3005

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel:  (+251 115) 443 089

Fax:  (+251 115) 514 416

Email:  igaye@uneca.org

Global Mechanism of the United Nations
 Convention to Combat Desertification 
Dr. Michel Kouda

Programme Manager for West and Central

  Africa

Global Mechanism of the United Nations

  Convention to Combat Desertification

c/o International Fund for Agricultural Development 

Via del Serafico 107

00142 Rome

Italy

Tel:  (+39 06) 5459 2118

Fax:  (+39 06) 5459 2135

Email:  m.kouda@ifad.org

United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
Mr. Kibe Muigai

Human Settlement Adviser

Urban Environment Section SCP, Urban

  Development Branch

UN-Habitat
P.O. Box 30030

Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20)762 3209

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 3715

Email:  kibe.muigai@unhabitat.org

United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification 
Mr. Hama Arba Diallo

Executive Secretary

United Nations Convention to Combat

  Desertification 

Martin-Luther-King Strasses 8

Haus Carstanjen

P.O. Box 260129

53175 Bonn

Germany

Tel:  (+49 228) 815 2800

Fax:  (+49 228) 815 2899

Email:  secretariat@unccd.int

hdiallo@unccd.int

Ms. Bettina Horstmann

Coordinator, Africa Unit

United Nations Convention to Combat

  Desertification 

Martin-Luther-King Strasses 8

Haus Carstanjen

P.O. Box 260129

53175 Bonn

Germany

Tel:  (+49 228) 815 2816

Fax:  (+49 228) 815 2899

Email:  bhorstmann@unccd.int

United Nations Environment Programme
Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel

Deputy Executive and Officer-in-Charge

United Nations Environment Programme

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 4020-22

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 3928

Email:  shafqat.kakakhel@unep.org

Ms. Cristina Boelcke

Director

United Nations Environment Programme

Regional Cooperation Division

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 3517

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 270

Email:  cristina.boelcke@unep.org

Mr. Sekou Toure

Director

United Nations Environment Programme

Regional Office for Africa

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 4284

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 3928

Email:  sekou.toure@unep.org

Mr. Peter Acquah

Senior programme Officer and AMCEN

  Secretary

United Nations Environment Programme

Regional Office for Africa

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 4289

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 3928

Email:  peter.acquah@unep.org

Mr. Zhijia Wang

Deputy Director

United Nations Environment Programme

Regional Cooperation Division

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 3945

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 4270

Email:  zhijia.wang@unep.org

Mr. Olivier Deleuze

United Nations Environment Programme

Global Environmental Facility

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 4041-42

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 4686

Email:  olivier.deleuze@unep.org

Mr. Alain Lambert

National Coordinator Brazil and UNEP

  Legal Advisor on Conservation Finance

United Nations Environment Programme

Global Environmental Facility

SCN Qd, 02, B1 A

Ed. Corporate Financial Center/sala 1101

70712-901 Brasilia DF

Brazil

Tel:  (+55 61) 3038 9234

Fax:  (+55 61) 3038 9239

Email:  alain.lambert@unep.org

Ms. Angele Luh

Information Officer

United Nations Environment Programme

Regional Office for Africa

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 4292

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 3828

Email:  angele.luh@unep.org

Mr. Mohamed Sessay

Programme Officer

United Nations Environment Programme

Global Environmental Facility

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 4294

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 4294

Email:  mohamed.sessay@unep.org

Mr. Charles Sebukeera

Programme Officer and Officer in Charge

  Africa Region

United Nations Environment Programme

Division of Early Warning and Assessment (DEWA)

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 3785

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 4309

Email:  charles.sebukeera@unep.org

Mr. Robert Wabunoha

Legal Officer

United Nations Environment Programme

Division of Policy and Development and Law (DPDL)

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 5068

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 3859

Email:  robert.wabunoha@unep.org

Mr. Mohamed Abdel-Monem

Programme Officer

United Nations Environment Programme

Regional Office for Africa

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 4154

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 3828

Email:  mohamed.abdel-monem@unep.org

Ms. Valerie Rabesahala

Associate Programme Officer

United Nations Environment Programme

Division of Early Warning and Assessment (DEWA)

 -Africa

P.O. Box 30552

00100 Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 5058

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 4309

Email:  valeri.rabesahala@unep.org

Dr. Adeyemi Franck Attere

United Nations Environment Programme

P.O. Box 30552

Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 3887

Email:  franck.attere@unep.org

fadeyemi@kenyaweb.com

Mr. Ian Redmond

Chief Consultant, GRASP

United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP/UNESCO Great Ape Survival Project)

P.O. Box 308

Bristol BS99 3WH

United Kingdom

Tel:  (+44) 117 924 6489/77 69 74 39 75

Fax:  (+44) 117 924 6489

Email:  ele@globalnet.co.uk

United Nations Environment Programme 
- Addis Ababa Office
Mr. Strike Mkandla

Senior Liaison Officer and Representative

  to the African Union

United Nations Environment Programme -

  Addis Ababa Office

c/o UNECA

P.O. Box 3001

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel:  (+251 11) 544 5402/544 3431

Fax:  (+251` 11) 552 1633

Email:  unepoffice@uneca.org

smkandla@uneca.org

United Nations Population Fund  
(UNFPA) - Congo
Mr. Richard Dackam-Ngatchou

United Nations Population Fund - Congo

Brazzaville

Republic of Congo

Tel:  (+242) 521 6700

Email:  dackam@unfpa.org

United Nations International Strategy 
for Disaster Reduction
Mr. Martin John Owor

Senior Regional Coordinator - Africa Region

United Nations International Strategy for

  Disaster Reduction 

Block T, Room 328

United Nations Complex

Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 762 4568/254 722 206 997 (mob.)

Fax:  (+254 20) 762 4726

Email:  martin.owor@unep.org

United Nations specialized agencies
Global Environmental Facility 
Mr. Leonard Good

Chief Executive Officer and Chairman

Global Environmental Facility 

1818 H Street N.W.

Washington DC 20433

United States of America

Tel:  (+1 202) 473 3202

Fax:  (+1 202) 522 3240-45

Email:  Igood@thegef.org

M. Moctar Toure

Team Leader

Land and Water Resources

Global Environmental Facility 

1818 H Street N.W.

Washington DC 20433

United States of America

Tel:  (+1 202) 473 3202

Fax:  (+1 202) 522 3240-45

Mrs. Funke Oyewole

Team Leader

Corporate Affairs

Global Environmental Facility 

1818 H Street N.W.

Washington DC 20433

United States of America

Tel:  (+1 202) 473 4486

Fax:  (+1 202) 522 3240-45

Mr. Sarwat Hussain

Senior Communication Officer

Communications and Outreach

Global Environmental Facility 

1818 H Street N.W.

Washington DC 20433

United States of America

Tel:  (+1 202) 473 5690

Fax:  (+1 202) 522 3240-45

Email:  shussain@thegef.org

United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization
Ms. Robertine Raonimahary

Head

United Nations Educational Scientific and

  Cultural Organization 

Brazzaville

Republic of Congo

Tel:  (+242) 670 5552

Email:  r.raonimahary@unesco.org

Mr. Samy Mankoto

Programme Specialist, Responsible for the

  Man and Biosphere Programme in

  Africa

Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences

United Nations Educational Scientific and

  Cultural Organization 
Paris

France

Tel:  (+33 1) 456 68 4037

Fax:  (+33 1) 456 68 5804

Email:  s.mankoto@unesco.org

Dr. Noeline Rakotoarisoa

Programme Specialist

United Nations Educational Scientific and

  Cultural Organization

12 Avenue Leopold Sedar Senghor

BP 3311

Dakar

Senegal

Tel:  (+221) 849 2323

Email:  n.raondry@unesco.org

United Nations Industrial Development Organization
Prof. Chidi Ibe

Regional Director - GCLME

United Nations Industrial Development

  Organization

1 Akosombo St.

Airport Residential

P.M.B.C.T. 324

Accra

Ghana

Tel:  (+233 21) 781 225/244 863 388 (Mob.)

Fax:  (+233 21) 781 226

Email:  c.ibe@unido.org

World Meteorological Organization 

Mr. Alioune Ndiaye

Regional Director for Africa

World Meteorological Organization

Geneva

Switzerland

Email:  andiaye@wmo.int
Convention secretariats
UNEP/Secretariat of the Basel 
Convention
Ms. Donata Rugarabamu

Senior Legal Officer

UNEP/Secretariat of the Basel Convention

15 chemin des Anemones

1219 Geneva

Switzerland

Tel:  (+41 22) 917 8218

Fax:  (+41 22) 797 3454

Email:  donata.rugarabamu@unep.ch

UNEP/Secretariat of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild 
Animals 
Mr. Robert Hepworth

Executive Secretary

UNEP/Secretariat of the Convention on the

  Conservation of Migratory Species of

  Wild Animals

Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10

53113 Bonn

Germany

Tel:  (+49 228) 815 2410/2402

Fax:  (+49 228) 815 2449

Email:  rhepworth@cms.int

Intergovernmental organizations
African Development Bank 

Dr. Hany Shalaby

Principal Environmentalist

African Development Bank 

Tunis

Tunisia

Tel:  (+216) 2179 6330

Email:  h.shalaby@afdb.org

African Ministers' Council on Water
Mr. Henry K. Ntale

Chairperson  of AMCOW Technical Advisory

  Committee

African Ministers' Council on Water

Kampala

Uganda

Tel:  (+256 71) 257 0832

Fax:  (+256 71) 346 384

Email:  hntale@amcocw.org

Mr. Reginald M. Tekateka

Specialist Advisor International Relations

Water Affairs and Forestry

Department of Water Affairs and Forestry

African Ministers' Council on Water

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 12) 336 8741

Fax:  (+27 12) 336 7988

Email:  tekatekar@dwaf.gov.za

Agence internationale pour le 
développement de l'information environnementale
M. Jean Pierre Bolembissa

Directeur administratif et financier

Agence internationale pour le

  développement de l'information

  environnementale 

Libreville

Gabon

Tel:  (+241) 07 376 560

Email:  jpbkolagi@yahoo.fr

Mr. Bambe Dansala

Coordonnateur Regional

Agence Internationale pour le

  Developpement de l'Information

  Environnementale 
BP 796

Libreville

Gabon

Tel:  (+241) 0668 1865

Email:  bdansala@yahoo.fr

infos@adiearc.org

Arab Maghreb Union 
M. Abdessalem Kallala

Conseiller chargé de la securité
  alimentaire et de l'environnement

Arab Maghreb Union 

14 Rue Azlagh

Rabat

Morocco

Tel:  (+212 37) 671 285

Fax:  (+212 37) 671 253

Email:  sg.uma@maghrebarabe.org

uma@mtds.com

kallala2000@yahoo.fr

Basel Convention Regional Coordinating Centre for Africa for Training and Technology
Prof. Oladele Osibanjo

Executive Director

Basel Convention Regional Coordinating

  Centre for Africa for Training and

  Technology

University of Ibadan

Ibadan

Nigeria

Tel:  (+234) 803 301 3378

Fax:  (+234) 810 3168

Email:  osibanjo@baselnigeria.org

Central African Forests Commission
Prof. Jonas Nagahuedi Mbongu Sodi

Executive Secretary

Central African Forests Commission

  P.O. Box 20818

Yaounde

Cameroon

Tel:  (+237) 221 3511/932 9421 (Cel:)

Fax:  (+237) 221 3512

Email:  comifac2005@yahoo.fr

se.comifac@iccnet.cm

Centre for Environnment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe 
Mr. Ahmed Abdelrehim

Regional Programme Manager

Centre for Environnment and Development

  for the Arab Region and Europe 

2 Hegaz St. CEDARE Bldg.

P.O. Box 1057 Heliopolis Bahary

Cairo

Egypt

Tel:  (+20 2) 451 3921-24

Fax:  (+20 2) 451 3918

Email:  ahrehim@cedare.int

Ms. Mayar Sabet

Regional Programme Assistant

Centre for Environnment and Development

  for the Arab Region and Europe 

2 Hegaz St. CEDARE Bldg.

P.O. Box 1057 Heliopolis Bahary

Cairo

Egypt

Tel:  (+20 2) 451 3921-24

Fax:  (+20 2) 451 3918

Email:  msabet@cedare.int

Commission of the African Union
Ms. Rosebud Kurwijila

Commissioner for Rural Economy and

  Agriculture

Commission of the African Union

P.O. Box 3243

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel:  (+251 11) 551 7700

Fax:  (+251 11) 525 835/551 7844

Dr. Babadagaba Ahmadu

Director

Department of Rural Economy and

  Agriculture

Commission of the African Union

P.O. Box 3243

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel:  (+251 11) 551 7700/525 835

Fax:  (+251 11) 551 7844

Mr. Foday Bojang

Head, Division for Environment and

  Natural Resources/Rural Economy and

  Agriculture

Commission of the African Union

P.O. Box 3243

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel:  (+251 11) 551 7700

Fax:  (+251 11) 525 835

Email:  fodaybojang@africa-union.org

Mr. Frank Raymond Mchari

Special Assistant

Commission of the African Union

P.O. Box 3243

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel:  (+251 11) 551 7700

Fax:  (+251 11) 525 835

Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa
M. Jean Nkuete

Centrale Direction de l'agriculture, du
  securité alimentaire et de

  l'environnement

Economic and Monetary Community of

  Central Africa
Bangui

Central African Republic

Tel:  (+236) 612 135

Fax:  (+236) 612 135

Mr. Isaias Angue Obama

Directeur

Direction de l'agriculture, de la

  securité alimentaire et de

  l'environnement

Economic and Monetary Community of

  Central Africa 

BP 969

Bangui

Central African Republic

Tel:  (+236) 611 885/500 867 (cel:)

Fax:  (+236) 612 135

Email:  isaiasangue@yahoo.fr

M. Lamine Moumadou

Economic and Monetary Community of

  Central Africa

BP 969

Bangui

Central African Republic

Fax:  (+236) 612 135

M. Placide Alfred Iloki

Economic and Monetary Community of

  Central Africa 

BP 969

Bangui

Central African Republic

Fax:  (+236) 612 135

Email:  aplacide@hotmail.com

Economic Community of Central African States 

Dr. Joël Beassem

Coordonnateur PRSA et environnement

Economic Community of Central African

  States 
CP 2112

Libreville

Gabon

Fax:  (+241) 444 732

Email:  ceeac.orgsr@inet.ga

M. Charles Elie Mbonguy-Doumambila

Coordonnateur pour l'Environnement et les

  Ressources Naturelles

Economic Community of Central African

  States 
CP 2112

Libreville

Gabon

Fax:  (+241) 444 732

Email:  ceeac.orgsr@inet.ga

Indian Ocean Commission
Dr. John L. Roberts

Adviser on Sustainable Development

Indian Ocean Commission 

Secretariat General

Sir Guy Forget Avenue, Q4

P.O. Box 7 Quatre Barnes

Mauritius

Tel:  (+230) 425 1652/9564

Fax:  (+230) 425 2709

Email:  jlrobertsy@coi.intnet.mu

Interim secretariat of NEPAD environment component
Mr. David Samuel Njiki Njiki

Executive Secretary

Interim secretariat of NEPAD environment

component

BP 813

Dakar

Senegal

Tel:  (+221) 842 7311/576 9507

Fax:  (+221) 842 7311

Email:  njikinjiki@yahoo.com

National Environment Management Authority (NEMA)

Mr. Telly Eugene Muramira

Director - Policy, Planning and

  Information

UNEP/DEWA Collaborating Centre Coordinator

National Environment Management Authority

  (NEMA)

P.O. Box 22255

Kampala

Uganda

Tel:  (+256 41) 251 064-65/772 400 625

Fax:  (+256 41) 257 521

Email:  tmuramira@nemaug.org

NEPAD Secretariat
Dr. Ramileku Rakiatu Cole

Sustainable Land Specialist

NEPAD Secretariat

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 11) 313 3153

Fax:  (+27 11) 313 3778

Email:  remilekuc@nepad.org

Ms. Estherine Lisinge-Fotabong

Advisor - Environment

NEPAD Secretariat

South Africa

Tel:  (+27 11) 313 3762

Fax:  (+27 11) 313 3778

Email:  estherinef@nepad.org

Organisation internationale pour la protection civile 

M. Abdoulaye Ndiaye

Directeur de la protection civile du

  Senegal et President en exercise de l'Assemblee Générale de l’Organisation internationale pour la protection civile 

Dakar

Senegal

Tel:  (+221) 821 0448 (Dakar)/
(+41 22) 879 6969 (Geneva)

Email:  dpcsen@hotmail.com

Sahara and Sahel Observatory
Dr. Youba Sokona

Executive Secretary

Sahara and Sahel Observatory

Boulevard du Leader Yaser Arafat

BP 31

Tunis 1080

Tunisia

Tel:  (+216) 71 206 633

Fax:  (+216) 71 206 636

Email:  boc@oss.org.tn

youba.sokona@oss.org.tu

Mr. Taoufiq Bennouna

Conseiller Scientifique et Technique

Coordinateur du Programme Environnement

Sahara and Sahel Observatory 

Boulevard du Leader Yaser Arafat

BP 31

Tunis 1080

Tunisia

Tel:  (+216) 71 206 633

Fax:  (+216) 71 206 636

Email:  taoufiq.bennouna@oss.org.tn

Southern African Development Community 
Ms. Dorothy Nyamhanza

Food Agriculture and Natural Resources

Southern African Development Community

Private Bag 0095

Gaborone

Botswana

Tel:  (+267) 395 1863

Email:  dnyamhanza@sadc.int

World Conservation Union (IUCN) - Regional Office for Central Africa 

Bihini Won wa Musiti

Regional Programme Coordinator

The World Conservation Union (IUCN) -

  Regional Office for Central Africa

P.O. Box 5506

Yaounde

Cameroon

Tel:  (+237) 221 6497

Fax:  (+237) 221 6496

World Conservation Union (IUCN) - Tanzania Country Office
Mr. Abdulrahman S. Issa

Country Director

The World Conservation Union (IUCN) -

  Tanzania Country Office

63/1 Galu Street

Ada Estate, Kinondoni

P.O. Box 13513

Dar es Salaam

Tanzania

Tel:  (+255 22) 266 9084-85/
(cell: (+255) 744 570 234

Fax:  (+255 22) 266 9089

Non-governmental organizations
Amboseli Trust for Elephants
Dr. Harvey Croze

Amboseli Elephant Research Project

Amboseli Trust for Elephants

00509 Langata, Nairobi

Kenya

Tel:  (+254 20) 891 191

Fax:  (+254 20) 891 191

Email:  hcroze@aerp.org

Appui international pour le développement durable 
Mrs. Hilly Anne Fumey van Baggum

President

Appui international pour le développement

  durable 

BP 8058

Brazzaville

Republic of Congo

Tel:  (+242) 551 0247

Fax:  (+242) 813 429

Email:  ai2d1@yahoo.fr

Mr. Claude Thureau

Appui international pour le développement

  durable

Odcurne

Luxembourg

Tel:  (+    ) 570 9782

Email:  claude-thureau@yahoo.fr

Réseau pour l'environnement et le développement durable en Afrique 

Prof. Pascal Valentine Houenou

Coordinator

Réseau pour l'Environnement et le
  développement durable en Afrique

24 BP 94

24 Abidjan

Côte d'Ivoire

Tel:  (+225) 2020 5419/4088

Fax:  (+225) 2020 5922

Email:  nesda@afdb.org

Ecological Youth of Angola
Mr. Constantino Mendes

Ecological Youth of Angola

P.O. Box 542

Luanda

Angola

Tel:  (+244 2) 355 715/923 32 6476 Mob.

Fax:  (+244 2)  223 38919

Email:  jea@netangola.com

WWF International
Dr. Samuel Kanyamibwa

Deputy Director, Africa and Madagascar

  Programme

WWF International

Avenue du Mont Blanc

1196 Gland

Switzerland

Tel:  (+41 22) 364  9111/4122 364 9267(D)

Fax:  (+41 22) 364 4238

Email:  skanyamibwa@wwfint.org

_____________________
( 	A specialized technical committee of the African Union is a ministerial body that provides policy advice and guidance to the African Union, through the Executive Council, on issues falling within its particular portfolio.
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