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REPORT OF THE WORKSHOP
Introduction

1. The First workshop for African Environmental Journalists was held at the UN Headquarters in Nairobi, on 26-28 November 2002.

2. The objectives of the workshop were to discuss the main environmental challenges facing Africa, to facilitate information sharing and access to sources of information, to put in place a long-term information dissemination  system and monitoring of its effectiveness in influencing policy; to discuss the best methodology in Networking and set up a dynamic network of environmental journalists for Africa;

3. It was attended by 18 Journalists from Radio, Television and Newspaper in Mauritania, Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, the Seychelles, South Africa and Zimbabwe. The list of participants is contained in annex 1.

4. The opening session was chaired by Mr. Sekou Toure, Director, UNEP’s Regional Office for Africa.

Opening of the workshop

5. The opening ceremony included three welcome statements from Mr. Sekou Toure, Director UNEP’s Regional office for Africa, Mr. Alioune Badiane, Chief- Regional Office for Africa and Arab States at UNHABITAT and Mr. Eric Falt, Director, Division of Communication and Public Information.

6. In his statement, Mr. Toure highlighted the main challenges facing Africa namely Forest depletion, Water scarcity, Land degradation, Biodiversity loss, increased vulnerability and a considerable lack of awareness. He stressed the role of journalists who are positioned as disseminators whose action can foster a sense of personal responsibility and a greater motivation and greater motivation and commitment towards sustainable development.  He further stressed the necessity for UNEP to build a partnership with the media in delivering awareness building on the challenges facing the continent and disseminating UNEP’s relevant responses to the expectations of African communities.

7. Mr. Alioune Badiane commended the organization of this workshop at a time when Africa is faced with many specific challenges that negatively impact on its development. These include rapid urbanization growth, increased level of poverty, negative aspects of globalization and liberalization, low productivity and high level of social and economic exclusion in cities, low access to information and communication technology, natural disasters, food security, urban safety and security, human- made disasters, wars and strife, and HIV/AIDS Pandemic.

8. He said journalists should always establish the links between these challenges and the environment whenever they report on environmental issues as they relate to humans. He pointed some of the programmes that need urgent attention and full involvement from African journalists. These are Safer Cities, Water for African Cities and HIV-AIDS projects.

9. Mr. Eric Falt welcomed this initiative which, he said, bares all his support. He briefly presented UNEP’s Communication policy and stressed on the importance of journalists, in helping UNEP deliver its mission to the world. He said one of the objectives of this policy was enhanced partnership with the Media, who stand as the most appropriate intermediaries in promoting broad public awareness as an essential part of a global education effort to promote sustainable development.

Adoption of the agenda and programme of work

10. The participants adopted the following agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda prepared by UNEP’s regional Office for Africa: 

Day 1: Tuesday 26 November 2002

(i)



Registration

(ii)



Welcome statements

-      Sekou Toure

-      Alioune Badiane

-      Eric Falt

(iii)



Introduction: UNEP Corporate Profile- Alex Alusa

(iv)



Session I: Overview of UNEP core programmes 

(Facilitator: Bai-Mass Taal-DPDL)
Chair: Tervil Okoko, Rapporteur: Phyllis Kachere 




-     DPDL (Bai-Mass Taal) 

· DEPI- DEC (Strike Mkandla)

· DEWA (Munyaradzi Chenje)

· UNEP-GEF (Neil Pratt)

· DTIE
(Najib Bendahou) 

(v)
Session II: UNEP in Africa: Strategy and Programme
 
(Facilitator Mr. Strike Mkandla-DEPI) 

Chair: Mamadou Kasse, Rapporteur: A Blaise Batongue

- UNEP in Africa (Strategy and programme, AMCEN, NEPAD)

- Discussions

Day 2: Wednesday 27 November 2002

(vi)
Session III: Ozone Layer Protection 

(Facilitator: James Curlin, Jeremy Bazyé)

Chair: Devan Murugan, Rapporteur: Jean-Claude Lindsay Dedans) 

Ozone layer depletion and International response (UNEP, Ozone Secretariat)


- Ozone Layer Protection, Implementation of the Montreal Protocol in Africa

(vii)



Meeting with the ED- Facilitator: Eric Falt





Rapporteur: Jeanine Baptiste (Angèle Luh SY) 

Session III ( cont’d)

- Ozone Layer Protection, UNEP OzonAction Clearinghouse (awareness material)

- Overview of OzonAction Clearinghouse programme,

- Wrap-up session: Discussion possible involvement of African Journalist in the Regional Awareness programme
(viii)
Session IV: UNEP’s communication Strategy 

(Facilitator Eric Falt)


Chair: Jean Claude Lindsay Dedans, Rapporteur: Nancy Khisa (Angèle Luh SY)

- Presentation DCPI: all the sections under this division (Press Center)

- UNEP’s products: Audio visual, Children/Youth programme, sport and environment, special awards and events, publications, library, UNEP’s website.

Day 3: Thursday 28 November 2002

(ix)



Session V: Network of Environmental journalists 

(Facilitator: Abou Bamba) 

Chair: Sidi Moctar El Cheiguer, Rapporteur: Alain Blaise Batongue 

- Introduction on networking




- Discussions

- Finalisation of the Network (objectives, programme of activities, resources etc.)

(x) 


 Session VI: WSSD: way forward and discussions 

(Facilitator: Mohamed Sessay)

 (xi)      


- Closing remarks- Sekou Toure

Introduction

11.  Mr. Alex Alusa, Deputy Director at the Regional Office for Africa, introduced the programme of work with a presentation on UNEP Profile and Programmes. He stated UNEP’s mission, which is to provide leadership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and people to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations. He said the purpose of the presentation was to give an overview of UNEP’s structure, organization and mandate as other Division were to give details on their activities as they relate to Africa. He stressed on the relevance of the work of African journalists in disseminating UNEP’s responses to the expectations of African communities and the various stakeholders in sustainable development of the continent.  

Session I

12.  The session was chaired by Mr. Tervil Okoko from Panapress in Nairobi, with Ms. Phyllis Kachere from The Sunday Mail, Harare, as a rapporteur, and Mr. Bai-Mass Taal from UNEP as a facilitator.

13. The representative from the Division of Environmental Policy Development and Law (DPDL), Mr. Bai-Mass Taal, in his presentation said after getting information from the Early Warning and Assessment Department, DPDL takes over and translates what needs to be done into policies. He said the objectives of the Division were to promote, support and develop environmental policies at a worldwide level and to provide policy advises to governments, based on the best technical and scientific tools and information available. 

14. The division provides national, regional and global advice. Initially the policies were at sectoral level but they are now moving to be holistic and comprehensive. Globally, the division works with the agencies like FAO, UNDP etc. to ensure that policies are co- ordinated. The Division also works with regional groups like the Southern African Development Community (SADC), the Economic Community for West African States (ECOWAS), the Inter Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD), and these groups have become the entry point for dialogue. The division is also involved in the development of new policies development and help countries strengthen existing laws. They also co-ordinates the activities of the Civil Society and non-governmental organizations. The division is involved in the mobilisation of resources and capacity building.

15. Mr. Bai-Mass Taal highlighted some of the key concerns of the division before and after the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD). He said the implementation of Agenda 21 has enabled the Division to ask some searching questions such as: 

- How do we implement the numerous Plans and Programmes of action for recovery and development knowing the ever-expanding social and economic crises confronting most parts of the world, and particularly those in the South?

- How do we implement the development programmes and policies in the circumstances of debt burdens, unfair international trading systems, displacement of societies and communities, of conflict over food, water and land or over other environmental resources, of equity, of famine, of lack of access to basic human needs?

16. He said the crux of the matter is that UNEP needs to secure durable solutions to the constraints, which have hitherto limited progress. The key concerns include:

· Using chemicals in ways that do not harm human health and the 

      environment;

· Reducing biodiversity loss by 2010

· Restoring fisheries to their sustainable fields by 2015

· Establishing a representative network of marine protected areas by 2012;

· Improving developing countries access to environmentally-sound alternatives to ozone depleting chemicals by 2010;

· Undertaking initiatives by 2004 to implement the Global Programme of Action for the protection of the Marine Environment from Land Based sources.

He concluded that a global alliance between North and South must be forged and UNEP should enter into strategic partnerships with the Civil Society, and the private sector as they must all be part of the solution.  

17. The Representative from the Division of Environmental Policy and Implementation (DEPI), Mr. Strike Mkandla, Head at the Capacity Building Branch at DEPI outlined the functional programmes in the division. These are Capacity Building, Environmental Law when it comes to implementation, Global Programme Action on the protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, and Disaster Management/ Emergencies which includes the awareness and preparedness for emergency at local level, disaster-related information for early warning and vulnerability assessment, and the UNEP strategic Framework on Emergency Prevention, Preparedness, Assessment, mitigation and responses.

18. He said Capacity Building included technical co-operation and environmental education and training, The Environmental Law branch deals with compliance and enforcement, and obtains regular feedback from a monitoring and evaluating process which should improve future policy development and implementation, he explained. He talked about PADELIA, Partners for Development of Environment Laws in Africa, which has moved from initial seven countries to fourteen countries including French speaking countries in Africa. DEPI also carries out pilot project aimed at empowering social groups such as the Project on Masai women empowerment in rainwater harvesting. 

19. Regarding the management of Disasters, he said DEPI mobilizes and coordinates international responses to environment emergencies such as floods, droughts, earthquakes, cyclones/ hurricane/ tornadoes/ typhoons and landslides. He outlined that natural disasters are increasing in both frequency and intensity and yet capacity to combat disasters in developing countries and countries with economies in transition is weak. 

20. Dr. Pat presented the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA) as a non-binding global action programme adopted in 1995 in Washington by 108 states, which aims at preventing the degradation of the marine environment from pollution coming from the land, and at addressing the physical alteration and destruction of coastal habitats. He said 80% of all marine pollution comes from the land and that GPA was the only international programme that addresses the interface between land, freshwater and coasts and oceans.

He added that the core of the GPA is the preparation of national and regional plans of action, the need to mobilize all relevant stakeholders, the need to mobilize financial resources and the need to mobilize technical expertise and share experiences.

21. The Division for Early Warning Assessment (DEWA) was represented by Mr. Munyaradzi Chenje, Programme Officer, who highlighted the key Objectives of the division which are to provide community with environmental information that will help governments to better manage their environment, to assess environmental conditions and threats to alert policy makers and facilitate the development of impact reduction strategies, to devise strategies and contribute to early warning to better cope with environmental threats and to identify emerging issues. He talked about the three pillars of sustainable development: environment, society and economy and added that the needs of people and needs of environment have always to be balanced.

22. He presented their products, particularly the Global Environment Outlook series; Our Earth, Our Future; GEO report for the Youth; The African environment Outlook. He also gave relevant URLs to journalists where they can find relevant information regarding all these products.

23. The representative from the Co-ordination of UNEP- Global Environmental Facility (GEF), Mr. Neil Pratt, the Data Management Officer, presented GEF as a financial mechanism providing new and additional financial resources through grant and concessional funds to developing countries for projects and activities to meet the agreed incremental costs of measures to achieve global environment benefits in the focal areas of Biological diversity and Biosafety , Climate Change, International Waters, protection of the Ozone Layer, Land degradation and Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). He listed the implementing agencies of the GEF: UNEP, UNDP and World Bank. He also listed the executing agencies: ADB, AFDB, IDB, EBRD, FAO, UNIDO and IFAD.

24. He explained UNEP role in GEF, which evolves around catalyzing development of scientific and technical analysis and advancement of environmental management in GEF’s activities, guidance on relating GEF activities to environmental assessments, policy frameworks and plans, and to environmental agreements, Secretariat support to Scientific and technical Advisory Panel (STAP). He added that activities additional to but consistent with regular work programme, focus on areas of comparative advantage such as environmental Information and Assessments, Tools and methodologies, Action Plans and Strategies, Trans-boundary issues, shared ecosystems and Capacity Building.

25. He also talked about UNEP/GEF support to Africa and particularly the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). He said GEF has developed a Medium-sized project (MSP) on development and implementation of this Environment Initiative, which is a coherent action plan and strategies prepared through a consultative and participatory process under the leadership of AMCEN, to address the region’s environmental challenges, while combating poverty and promoting socio-economic development. 

26. Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Director, UNEP/GEF Coordination, shared some ideas with journalists regarding GEF activities in Africa especially GEF eligible projects. He mentioned the example of the newly approved GEF project worth 50 million dollars within the five-year-old Desert Margins Programme, aimed at conserving the rich and unique plant life that has managed to survive in the dry and arid lands of the continent. He said the new project, which will involve Botswana, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mali, Namibia, Niger, Senegal, South Africa and Zimbabwe, is the largest ever undertaken by the GEF in the area of land degradation and meets the very pressing needs and objectives of the Convention to Combat Desertification. He also mentioned the training of journalists in environmental Issues, as being one important project he has worked on but which has not been approved yet. He told the participants that He was still working on it to make sure that it gets fundings.

27. The session ended by an opened discussions and participants raised questions about the integration of civil societies in UNEP’ s work, especially as they felt that civil society was being left out and yet they are the bridge with governments. They also inquired about GEF representation in most African countries, and how to access GEF funds. The facilitator from DPDL responded to the first question by confirming that working with civil society was part of UNEP strategies as there is a whole unit dedicated to the work with civil society. The facilitator from GEF explained that for a project to access GEF funds, it has to be a priority with national governments, which will partly fund it. 

Session II

28. This session was chaired by Mr. Mamadou Kasse from “Le Soleil”, Dakar (Senegal). Mr. Alain B. Batongue from Mutation, Yaounde (Cameroon) was reporting and it was facilitated by Mr. Strike Mkandla from UNEP.

29. The session started with the presentation from Mr. Najib Bendahou, Industry officer at UNEP-Regional office for Africa, on the Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE). Mr. Bendahou said DTIE was the only UNEP division, which is based in Paris, out of the headquarters, with branches in Geneva and Tokyo. The division contributes to improving the understanding and knowledge of environmental issues related to industrial and urban development, use of natural resources and chemicals, trade and the economy, consumption patterns. It also encourages decision makers to adopt policies and strategies and practices that make efficient use of mutual resources, sound management of chemicals, incorporate environmental costs and reduce pollution and risks for humans and the environment. He said the division also facilitates widespread information exchange, technology transfer and capacity building. 

30. He talked about UNEP's international Declaration on Cleaner Production that has already gathered more than 2000 signatories, a Declaration which aims at encouraging governments, companies, NGOs and business associations to join their efforts. He said 24 National Cleaner Production Centers have already been created, with almost 10 in Africa, including Kenya, Ethiopia and Morrocco.

31. Mr. Bendahou further presented the Economy and Commerce branch, with its financial initiative objectives that are: - to raise awareness among governments and decision makers to promote green and sustainable development and - to enhance capacity building, policy tools, partnerships and consensus. He also listed some major DTIE activities and projects in Africa.  

32. The presentation was followed by open discussions. Participants wanted to know how the division manages to work out the need to meet commercial activities by farmers, and environmental preservation. Responding to the second question, Mr. Bendahou explained that farmers could produce more, with chemical products, by using alternative products, although these products are more expensive. He insisted that farmers should know how and when to use pesticides, so that they can concise trade, economics and environmental ethics. 

33. Mr. Alioune Badiane, Chief, Regional Office for Africa and the Arab States (ROAAS) at UN HABITAT presented the Technical Cooperation activities of his department in Africa. He insisted on the main and specific challenges, the achievements, the lessons learned, and the main objectives for the future. Participants learned from his presentation that some of the main challenges facing the continent are natural disasters and ongoing conflicts, different modes and means of government and governance, and huge disparities in terms of resources and capabilities.  He said what HABITAT-ROAAS had learnt from this experience is that the process of decentralization is at different advancement stages in the region.  Central governments still play the leading role in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda. The two main objectives, he said, are adequate shelter for all, and sustainable urban development, including water for African Cities.

34. Mr. Sekou Toure, Director-Regional Office for Africa, UNEP talked about UNEP in Africa in terms of Strategy and Programme. He told participants that UNEP is the Secretariat to the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN), and as such, plays a major role in the process of negotiation and implementation of conventions. He said AMCEN is a powerful tool, which has facilitated the work of UNEP, and given UNEP a better visibility in the region. In this line, he insisted on the role of journalists in disseminating information and basic knowledge on environmental issues and he requested them to be very proactive and challenge the ministers in order to compare their results, to evaluate the implementation of their programmes.  

35. Mr. Sekou Toure also explained the linkages between UNEP, African Union (AU) and NEPAD.  He said environmental issues are well integrated in the new pan African institution and will be part of the committee on Industry, Sciences and Technology, Energy, Natural resources and Environment. He stressed that even the NEPAD, in its development, has associated UNEP, which is facilitating the Environment Initiative of the NEPAD, which provides appropriate framework for establishment of strong partnership for protection of the environment between Africa and its partners based on the following focal areas: Combating desertification, Wetland conservation, Invasive alien species, Global warming, Cross border conservation areas, Coastal management and Resource mobilization.

36. Mr. Sekou Toure also spoke about the need for African negotiations to strengthen their capacities, because the voice of Africa in international negotiations still remains weak.  UNEP, he added, will support implementation of the Capacity building Programme developed by the Steering Committee of the NEPAD. The session ended by an open discussion with Mr. Toure

Session III

37. This session on Ozone Layer Protection was chaired by Devan Murugan from SABC, Johannesburg (South Africa) with Mr. Jean Claude Lindsay Dedans as a rapporteur. The session was facilitated by James Curlin, Information Officer at Energy and OzonAction Unit in Paris and Mr. Jeremy Bazye, Regional Co-ordinator Ozone Network in Africa.

38. The two facilitators had to respond to the main questions raised at the beginning of the session: 

Why was the Ozone featuring so prominently? Why was it an issue for Africa? Why has it gain so much interest across the world for the last fifteen years? 

39. “Ozone Depletion is a story worth reporting”, said Mr. James Curlin as a response to these  

questions. His presentation provided clarifications in many ways. He showcased the Montreal Protocol as it relates principally to ways to eliminate, if not eradicate the use of CFC, to protect the atmosphere.  Quoting the UN Secretary general Mr. Kofi Annan, he said “ Perhaps the single most successful international agreement to date has been the Montreal Protocol, in which States accepted the need to phase out the use of Ozone-depleting substances”. He explained the indicators showing that the Montreal protocol is working saying that levels of CFC-11 in the atmosphere are decreasing, quantity of alternatives are on the increase, the global CFC Consumption is declining. In addition, the number of countries that have ratified the Montreal Protocol is now 184, representing 99% of the global population. At the same time, there is an increase in financial assistance under multilateral fund.     

40. Mr. Curlin also elaborated on how the Media “created” Ozone, starting in 1974 with a paper 

published in Nature followed by a press conference and later on with “discovery” by a British scientist of seasonal “hole” over Antarctica, which marked a turning point in the history of the ozone layer. He then outlined the role of UNEP’s implementing Agency at global, regional and national levels. This role evolves around information exchange, networks, policy compliance workshops, country programmes and training, institutional strengthening and refrigerant management plans. He said developing countries are now at critical stage in their implementation of Montreal Protocol.

41. During discussions, it came out as a fundamental fact that all the efforts to combat the use of CFC will fail without the precious help of the media. " The press is essential to communicate the messages at all levels”, said James Curlin. But there are still a lot of constraints. Mr. Curlin revealed the findings of a study carried out in Nigeria which say that the level of media interest on ozone is “very low”, resulting in a low quality and depth of coverage and a lack of investigative reporting on this issue, because of lack of access to up to date and reliable information, lack of opportunities for practical training to better understand the issues. Other constraints include Editors who would never consider an investigative report on ozone layer as a front page story, inadequacy of government/media interface and exclusion of environmental journalists from international negotiation meetings, government-sponsored tours and inspections of industries using ODS.      

41. He outlined the reasons why journalists should care about ozone: Ozone is one of the few

environmental “succeeding stories”, most of African countries meeting their commitments, almost all African countries are parties and have obligation to take certain actions, implications for national economies, health and agriculture, Tie-in with other issues such as environment, trade, worker safety, health, technology transfer. He also insisted on the reason why UNEP wants to work with journalists: support compliance with the Montreal protocol, importance of securing general public’s support of government ozone policies, promotion of “good behaviour”, uncover and expose problems and barriers, promotion of good work done by less visible stakeholders and communication strategy.

42. Mr. Curlin suggested ozone story ideas: why/how the phase out works in each country, health and 

environmental effects of ozone depletion, effect on country’s technology and skill bases, impact on small and medium scaled enterprises, illegal trade/smuggling of ODS, agricultural implications (Methyl Bromide), dumping of outdated technology/equipment, North-South and South-South cooperation, effectiveness of MP vs. other conventions and key messages on ozone depletion. 

He identified potential sources of stories in the countries as well as potential sources of stories at UNEP.

43. In his presentation on the international responses to the ozone layer depletion, Mr. Jeremy Bazye, the Ozone Regional Network Coordinator, gave a brief scientific background on the Ozone from its discovery in 1839 by a scientist Mr. C.F. Schoonbein while observing electrical discharges, to the risk of ultraviolet which could result on skin cancer, eyes cataracts, less productivity of plants giving rise to famine and loss of immunity to diseases. He cited two examples of the adverse effect of ozone depletion: A flock of sheep became blind in Latin America and some fish contracted cataracts.

Mr. Jeremy Bazye then spoke on CFC itself and arrived at the conclusion that Africa is the most exposed due to its hot climate which forces maximum utilisation of refrigerators and air-conditioning.

44. He presented the international response to the ozone layer depletion, starting from the Vienna Convention for the protection of the ozone layer in 1985, that calls for voluntary measures to reduce emissions of ozone-depleting substances (ODS) up to Montreal Protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer and the London, Copenhagen, Montreal and Beijing Amendments respectively in 1990, 92, 97, 99, where parties approved amendments to the Montreal protocol to stipulate/accelerate the phase out schedules and add more depleting substances to the list.

45. Mr. Bazye explained why and how the Multilateral Fund was created. He said it could help African countries to comply with the Montreal Protocol, in condition that they submit good projects aiming at combating utilisation of CFC.  He informed participants that recalled that this fund established with UNDP, UNEP, UNIDO and World Bank has between 1991 and mid 2002 disbursed over $ 1,000 to more than 100 developing countries to phase out more than half of their CFC consumption. He said this assistance will continue until the phase out is completed.

46. As a result of this commitment, he said production and consumption of CRCs and Halon has drastically decreased by about 90% between 1986 and 2001; Atmospheric concentration of Chlorine peaked in 1994 but is now declining; millions of cases of eye cataracts and skin cancer have been averted and the recovery of the ozone layer is expected by 2050, that is if the Protocol is fully implemented by all parties.  

47. He concluded by highlighting the challenges that still remain: Many parties are yet to ratify the Amendments to the Protocol, illegal flow of CFCs in the industrialised countries, other countries with economies in transition yet to implement their obligations, potential spread of methyl bromide to more countries. Other issues of concern include the fact that some developing countries have began their phase out with a freeze from 1 July 1999. He said developing countries are also concerned about increasing flow of CFC products such as refrigerators, as this will increase their demand for maintenance of these products.  

48. The session ended by discussions on an overview of regional awareness activities including ideas for projects in 2002/2003.

Open discussions with the Executive Director of UNEP

49. Participants had an open discussion with Mr. Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme. In introducing the discussions, Mr. Klaus Toepfer laid emphasis on the importance of education, and the need to educate the people. To illustrate the situation that Africa is in, he mentioned Climate Change and the amount of pollutants Africa emits. He said however few, the continent is suffering the most from its impacts. He said he was happy that NEPAD, AMCEN and AMCOW were being developed in Africa. Although media had helped a lot in publicising the work done by UNEP, there is still a need for UNEP to be more visible in Africa and in Kenya, he said.  

50. During the open discussions, the following issues were raised: Lessons that UNEP learnt from WSSD in Johannesburg, the role of UNEP in combating desertification facing many countries in Africa, the global tendency to shift to sustainable development and how environment fits into the broader concept, level of implementation of Agenda 21, the convening of WSSD in Africa and the relevance of this global Summit in addressing the problems facing the continent, the benefit Africa could gain from this summit an outlook of the situation in Africa in the five years to come. Another question was why is UNEP’s site on the Internet only in English, the feeling being that the French Speaking countries were neglected.

51. In responding to these issues Mr. Toepfer Johannesburg came at a very difficult time in a context of globalization, increased poverty and impact of HIV/AIDS. There was a heavy concentration of African issues at the Johannesburg Summit. There were no drawbacks. He said the issues ought to be tackled and he was happy that WSSD came up with a man work like programme of action. Johannesburg has resulted in a plan of implementation. He said monitoring would be followed closely. The target is to decrease poverty, and increase the use of pure water/safe water etc. He pledged that global trade should be in favour of LDCs, saying that Africa needs more investments.  Tourism is important in Africa he stated and African countries should therefore add more value to their products.  UNEP deals with a lot of very relevant topics to Africa. Concerning the role of UNEP in combating desertification, he informed participants that GEF is now open for Dersertification Convention. This means that countries need now to develop good projects that can be financed by UNEP. Regarding the shift to sustainable development, he said it is a necessity. We have to combine environment and development- link up environment and the economy he explained, adding that there should be political stability. His vision of Africa in the next five years is said is the one with Africa offering a lot to the world. Africa has resources, which should be made good use of, so that the continent can prosper. The international community should join forces to fight major problems that Africa is facing. This continent, in turn, should fight corruption. Responding to the question of UNEP’s website being in English only, he said he is happy to have a new responsible unit to deal with the website mechanism. UNEP has plans to update its website, with plans to come up with the website in other languages.

Session  IV
52. Mr. Eric Falt, spokesperson/ Director Division of Communication and Public Information (DCPI) facilitated this session on UNEP’S Communication Strategy, with Ms. Nancy Khisa, from The East African Standard Newspaper as rapporteur.

53. During the presentation held at the Press Centre, Mr. Eric Flat welcomed the journalists and thereafter introduced members of his division.  He explained to the delegates how they value the media in their work for the Agency. The media division (DCPI) is an active unit and makes efforts to ensure that the press releases are sent to reporters via the e-mail on time. Mr. Flat said that though they have not been doing that in French, plans are underway to ensure that French-speaking journalists enjoy the facility too.  The journalists were explained to that if there is any information they would want to have on UNEP, they could always access it on the website.  Staff in DCPI unit, he said, compile environmental news from around the world and this helps them know what journalists are saying about UNEP.  Likewise, he said, that this kind of report helps reporters to know what other journalists around the globe are writing about.

54. In this digest he also explained that this serves to identify the trend in environmental news.  Reporters were also urged to register with Ms. Patricia Jacobs, Media Unit, so that she can facilitate their receiving of news together with others.  Mr. Flat introduced Mr. Theodore Oben, Head of Children and youth/Sport and the Environment Unit. 

55.  Mr. Theodore Oben explained that he works with youth and children to promote environmental issues through sports and other activities.  He shared their vision. He explained that activities for the youth that are between the age group of 16-25/30 are organized through:

- Global Youth forum where leaders meet globally and share/exchange ideas and develop strategies to improve the environment.

- Tunza - Youth retreat, as governments meet to discuss policies, youths are invited to discuss environmental issues and strategies.

- UNEP advisory council which is well represented in international, intergovernmental organizations to discuss environmental issues.

- Youth network, this group deals with publications for the youth which advocates for the best practices for the improvement of the environment.

56. Regarding Sports and the Environment, He explained that the international sports committee like the International Olympic Committee (IOC) are incorporated in environmental issues.  Citing an example where - the Sydney Olympics was listed the greener Olympics. Other partners in this programme are Sports Federations, FIFA, Sports for Development and Peace and the Global Sports Forum set for November 2003, which he said will recognize best practices. Other activities are Nature and Sports Training Camps, which attracts children and youth from slum areas.  Mr. Abou Bamba asked a question on activities in regard to sports that involve Africans and those that give a provision for culture and arts.  Mr. Theo explained that his department is interested in working with confederations and federations more closely to promote environmental awareness using their events.  Sports personalities are invited to promote their work/vision of integrating the environmental issue.

57. Mr. Steve Jackson, head of audio-visual Unit explained what the section does, adding that though they are faced with financial constraints, they have been able to do what they can, with the available budget.  He displayed part of their work, the films they have shot.  The first one was a 5 minutes of practical nature on fresh water using pumps within communities, in the "Hands On" series. The second one, a video release on the African Environment Outlook, was about an abandoned African woman, burning charcoal for survival. This problem is a serious threat to the African environment and this can be changed with the right attitude.  Mr. Jackson also explained that the key to eradication of environmental degradation is addressing poverty.  He also showed two video spots on Great Apes, which are to run for four months on CNN when the necessary funds are available.  He explained that they are working on a soap opera with 24 Kenyan based agencies on the Aids themes "Heart and Soul" which is in conjunction with the World Aids Day to be observed on Dec 1, 2002.

58. Mr, Serge Bounda, head of UNEP Library and Documentation, gave an overview of what his section does in availing to readers material from each country for reference.  Information on environmental issues, newspapers, journals that are available in English language.  There are also tools to trace information (background). He also presented the potentiality of this section as a valuable source of information.

59. Ms. Elisabeth Guilbaud-Cox, head of Special events & Outreach for UNEP, said this unit organizes events for UNEP.  Some of the events are - World Environment Day.  There is an upcoming World Water Day on 22 March 2003, which, she emphasized is important considering the fact that nearly 1.4 billion people in Africa do not have access to clean water.  To give focus more on this critical issue, she revealed that the slogan for 2003 World Environment Day will be "2 billion people are dying for it".  She said Media are very important partners on this issue to disseminate information.

She also presented UNEP Award programme. She mentioned the Global 500, she explained that nomination forms are ready after giving a brief on the annual award where people globally are given a chance to nominate a person of their choice who has made a considerable contribution to the world's environment.  She also talked about the UNEP Sasakawa award, and then she touched on the issue of the Goodwill Ambassador, saying that it was put on hold for lack of finances, but will be revived next year.

60. Ms. Catherine Beltrandi, the Web Editor explained to the journalists what her role was and how they can easily access news on the UNEP website. She explained that the section is undergoing a major change, the idea being to anchor web communication, and revive UNEP website so as to make it more professional and more important and valuable in terms of design and content. The team is being revamped and she encouraged journalists to visit the site as it is updated on a regular base and they are now working to even make it more theme-focused. 

61. Lastly Ms Naomi Poulton and Manyahleshal Kebede from the Publication Unit and the Distribution section presented the production process and some of UNEP publication and products including greeting cards, which were later, distributes to participants. The unit handles all publications and makes sure that there are books available on line for readers to access and purchase them.  There are those publications that are free for public information.  They also set special rates for developing countries for their publications, which they distribute. 

The session ended by a tour to the library.

Session V

62. This session dedicated to discussions on the Network of Environmental Journalists was chaired by Mr. Sidi Moctar El Cheiguer from L’Essor, Mauritania, with Alain B. Batongue (Cameroon) as the rapporteur. The session was facilitated by Mr. Abou Bamba from NESDA (Côte d’Ivoire).

63. Mr. Sidi Moctar opened the session by outlining its importance with regard to one of the main objectives of the workshop, that is setting up a Network of African Environmental Journalists. Introducing the discussion before leaving, Mr. Sekou Toure advised participants on a methodology, suggesting that they first agree on an option, that is whether to set up a new network or build on an existing one, then elaborate the objectives and operational and cost effective work programme

64. Mr. Abou Bamba underscored the fact that UNEP was providing a good opportunity to create something new, aimed at playing an important role in disseminating its work and environmental issues in the region. He also suggested to work towards a federation of networks, which would permit capitalization of positive aspects of a group build up in South Africa, in the run to WSSD.

65. An agreement was finally reached on the need to create a new network. The denomination, objectives, activities and an initial structure for the Network were discussed. "African Network of Environmental Journalists (ANEJ)”/ “Réseau Africain des Journalistes de l’Environnement (RAJE)” came up as a result of the brain storming session and a set of objectives and activities. (See Annex I). Mr. Abou Bamba asked participants to engage themselves in the success of those objectives and activities.

66. It was decided, regarding networking each participant to the workshop would be a national focal point. At sub-regional level, the following journalists were requested to act as focal points with the view to coordinating and expanding ANEJ:  

-
Small Islands: 
 Jean Claude Lindsay Dedans  (Jeanine Baptiste) (Jan. 03)

-
North Africa:      Sidi Moctar El Cheiguer (Feb. 03)

-
Central:               Alain Blaise Batongue (Feb.03)

-
West Africa:       Ouedraogo Lacina and Gouedan Mobio (Feb. 03)

-
Southern Africa: Devan Murugan, Phyllis Kachere (Jacinta Gomez Nhamitambo) 

                                  (Feb. 03)

                   -
East Africa:        Rachel Odenyo, Nancy Khisa (Feb.03)

Session VI

66. The last session of the workshop was dedicated open discussions on issues of relevance to Africa and the way forward. This session was facilitated by Mohamed Sessay, Programme Officer at UNP/GEF, in charge of Land Management in Africa., working  Discussions focussed on challenges facing the continent and how journalists can best work out and deliver their messages and be part of the regional strategy to promote sustainable development in the face of globalization and increased poverty. Mr. Sessay underscored the many potentialities within the New Partnership for Africa’s Development NEPAD. 
67. The workshop ended with a few closing remarks from Mr. Sekou Toure.

Recommendations and way forward

1. UNEP should facilitate the development of this new born Network;

2. UNEP should assist the Network in fundraising for their activities;

3. UNEP should put in place a long-term information dissemination  system and monitoring of its effectiveness in influencing policy;

4. UNEP should facilitate the gathering of the members of the Network in a cost effective way, either in the margins of important meetings or in anyway that it deems necessary and feasible in a perspective of capacity building;

5. The African Network of Environmental Journalists should become a key partner of UNEP by 
contributing directly to the fulfilment of its mission, objectives and goals so as to enable UNEP to serve the African community more effectively.

Annex I

Terms of Reference for Africa Network of Environmental Journalists (ANEJ/ RAJE)
Objectives 

1. Mainstream Environmental Journalism in Africa;

2. Enhance the capacity of African  Journalists to deal with new and emerging environmental challenges;

3. Disseminate relevant information on environmental issues in the region;

4. Promote web journalism on enviornment and sustainable development in Africa;

5. Influence decision making process with regard to environmental policies in Africa;

6.    Provide extra leverage for the dissemination of information on UNEP’s activities in the region.

Activities
1. Capacity Building: (UNEP and NESDA)

-  Organize or attend training workshops on Environment issues relevant to the region

-  Attend training workshops on environmental journalistic skills,

-  Put up an African Environmental Journalists award.

2. Networking:

-  Recruit journalists interested in the Network at the national and sub-regional level;

-  Develop contacts with other similar international Networks of journalists;

-  Share experiences with other networks on environmental issues.

-  Build partnerships and strategic alliances with relevant organizations, in support of the  

   goals of UNEP's public awareness programme in the region.

3. Environmental information sharing and dissemination

-  Elaborate environmental programmes and stories in the media;

-  Monitor regional policy agenda d activities of relevant organisations;
-  Create a website for the Network; 

-  Develop and launch an on line environmental Newsbulletin

-  Assist UNEP in information gathering and maintenance of the regional profile 

-  Circulate UNEP’ news releases, information and products in the region;

-  Exchange Information on emerging issues. 

4. Institutional Development

-  Formulate status and by laws.

-  Secure accreditations to the key UNEP and other relevant UN Agencies.

-  Create sub-regional chapters (East, West, North, South, Central and Small Islands).

Resources

Activities that have financial implications.

-  Capacity building workshops

US$ 120,000

-  Website



US$ 1,000.00

-  Radio and RV Programmes

US$ 60,000.00 ( 10,00.00 per sub-region). 

-  Networking.

Annex II 

(List of participants)

1. Sidi El Moctar Cheiguer 

Director of Publication l'ESSOR

B. P. 5310 Nouakchott, Mauritanie

Tel: 222 529 19 83

Fax: 222 525 04 07

Cel. 222 630 21 68

E-mail: sidel@caramail.com
2. Alain Blaise Batongue

Chief Editor Mutations

183, rue 1.055, Place Repiquet 

BP 12348, Yaoundé – Cameroon

Tél: 237-2-30 34 43 (Home)

Tel : 237-2-22 51 04 (Office)

Cel.: 237-961 67 77/ 237-761 67 77

Fax: 237 222 07 06/ 237 222 51 04

E-mail: abatongue@yahoo.fr
3. Devan Murugan 

Television Presenter/Reporter

SABC Africa News

P.O.Box 1677 Lenasia 1820- South Africa

Tel. 27 11 71 46881

Cel. 27 82 495 2972

Fax. 27 11 71 46331

E-mail : devannews@webmail.co.za
4. Abou Bamba 

Coordinator Network for Sustainable Development in Africa- (NESDA)

24 BP 95 Abidjan 24

Guichet Annexe BAD. Côte d’Ivoire

Tel:
225 20 20 54 19 / 225 03 05 14 14

Fax:
225 20 20 59 22

E-mail: bambaa@hotmail.com

A.BAMBA@AFDB.ORG
5. Phyllis Kachere

Senior reporter, The Sunday Mail, Herald House 

Second Street/George Silundika Ave 

Box 396 Harare- Zimbabwe 

Tel: 263 4 702442 9(Business) / 263 4 741590 (Home)/ 

Cel: 263 11 862 144 

Fax: 263 4 791311

E-mail: phyllis.kachere@zimpapers.co.zw
chibhebhi2001@yahoo.com
6. Mamadou Kasse 
Chief Editor, Quotidien Le Soleil 

BP 92 Dakar, Senegal

Tel :  221 859 59 59/ 221 859 60 50

Cel :  221 641-67-18

E-mail : madoukasse@yahoo.fr
7. Ouédraogo Lacina 

Reporter, Journal Echos du Spong

07 BP 5405 Ouagadougou 07- Burkina Faso
Tel & FAX: (226) 36 30 33 / 226 35 05 06

Tel (home) (226) 35 05 06

E-mail: sahelis@fasonet.bf

Lacinao@yahoo.fr
8. Mobio David Gouedan 

Journaliste, Radio Télévision Ivoirienne,

08 B.P. 883 Abidjan 08, Côte d’Ivoire

Tel. 225 22 44 90 39

Fax: 225 22 44 73 89

Cel. 225 07 82 96 86

E-mail: david.mobio@caramail.com
9. Jean- Claude Lindsay Dedans 

Information Editor, 

PTE Aux Sables Morc. Rey

198 Royal Road, Beau Bassin, Port Louis Mauritius

Tel: 230 465 3551 / 230 467 5078 

Cel: 230 254 0172

Fax: 230 454 3420

E-mail: 5tele@intnet.mu, jcd42@hotmail.com
10. Jeanine Baptiste 

Seychelles Broadcasting Corproration

Mont-Buxton

321, Mahe- Seychelles

Tel. : 248 32 20 48 (Home)

Tel : 248 28 96 53 (Office)

Fax. 248 22 56 41 / 248 28 96 60 

E-mail: baptistejeanine@yahoo.com
11. Joël Fabrice N'Kashama Kambala
Journalist/ TV Producer National Radio Television 

B.P. 12348 Kinshasa- Gombe

Democratic Republic of Congo

Cel : 243 998 58 21 

Fax: 243 884 3507/ 243 124 3507

E-mail: joelfabrice@yahoo.fr
12. Jacintha Gomes Nhamitambo ( Radio Mozambique, Maputo)
Journalist - Radio Mozambique

Caixa Postal 2000 (P.O.Box)

Rua da Radio 2 Maputo, Mozambique

Tel : 258-429908/ 258- 429826

Cel : 258-082872640

E-mail: jacintanhamitambo@yahoo.com.br
Kenya

13.  Tervil Okoko 

Pana Press 

P.O.Box 2745-0200, Nairobi-Kenya

Tel: 254- 2- 21 12 86/ 254- 2- 21 12 94

Cel: 254- (0)733 720 612/  254-2- 722 631 337

14. Tom Osanjo 

Correspondent
Pana Press (Pan African News Agency)
P.O. Box 2745-0200, Nairobi- Kenya

Tel : 254 2 211286 (Office) 

Cel: 254 (0)722-631599 

15. Jeff Otieno 
Journalist

Nation Newspaper 

P.O.Box: 49010  Nairobi 0100- Kenya

Tel : 254-2-3208434
E-mail: Jotieno@nation.co.ke
16. Nancy Khisa
The East African Standard – Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: 254 -2- 332650/8/9

Cel: 254 (0)722815378

E-mail: nankhi@yahoo.com
17. Rachael Ondego 

KBC-Kenya

P.O.Box 9237-00300, Ronald Ngala, Nairobi

Tel : 254-2- 22 37 57 Ext. 4509

E-mail:raqueloke@yahoo.com
18. Samuel Maina 

News reporter 

(Capital FM- Kenya)

P.O Box 74933, Nairobi       

Tel: 254 2 216476 

Cel: 254 722 720898





HABITAT:

Mr. Aliouna badiane 

Chief, Regional Office for Africa and the Arab States (ROAAS)

Tel: 254 2 62 30 75 

UNEP:

Sekou Toure

Director Regional Office for Africa

Tel: 254-2-624284

Fax: 254-2-623928

E-mail: Sekou.Toure@unep.org
Alex Alusa 

Deputy Director Regional Office for Africa

Tel: 254 -2- 623455

Fax: 254 2 623928

E-mail: Alex.Alusa@unep.org
James Curlin

Information Manager, UNEP-DTIE OzonAction Programme

39-43, Quai André Citroën

Paris 75739 Cedex 15-France

Tel: 33-1-44371455

Fax: 33-1-443 71474

E-mail: jcurlin@unep.fr
Web: www.uneptie.org/ozonaction 

Jeremy Bazye

Ozone Regional Coordinator

Tel: 254 2 62 42 81

E-mail: Jeremy.Bazye@unep.org
Mr. Anjan Datta

UNEP APA Coordination Office,

Kortenaerkadel 2518 The Hague

Netherlands

Tel: 070-3114468

Mr. Bai-Mass Taal

Senior programme Officer

UNEP-DPDL

Tel: 254 2 6232 38

Mr. Munyaradzi Chenje

Programme Officer

UNEP-DEWA

Tel: 254 2 62 45 46

E-mail: Munyaradzi.Chenje@unep.org
Mr. Strike Mkandla

Capacity Building Branch- UNEP-DEPI

Tel: 254 2 62 31 06

E-mail: Strike.Mkandla@unep.org
Mr. Levis Kavagi

Training Officer

UNEP-DEPI

Tel: 254-2-62 31 45

E-mail: Levis.Kavagi@unep.org
Mrs. Rungano Karimanzira

Climate officer

Regional office for Africa

Tel: 254 2 62 46 16

Fax: 254 2 623928

E-mail: Rungano.Karimanzira@unep.org
Mr. Hamed Haidara

Programme Officer

Regional office for Africa

Tel: 254 2 62 4154

E-mail: Hamed.Haidara@unep.org
Najib Bendahou

Industry Officer 

Regional office for Africa

Tel: 254 2 62 40 44

E-mail: Najib.Bendahou@unep.org
Angele Luh SY

Information Officer

Regional Office for Africa

Tel: 254 2 62 42 92

E-mail: Angele.Luh@unep.org
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