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Children to map their road towards safety in biotechnology 

Nairobi, 21 May 2002: Two hundred girls and boys from schools in and around Nairobi will gather at the UN Complex at Gigiri next Wednesday 22nd May 2002. They will brainstorm and try to find a common view on how, as the future leaders of tomorrow, they would want to progress towards developing biotechnology in a sustainable manner. 

The Children Biosafety Day is part of the global celebrations to mark the International Biodiversity Day, which is held on 22nd May every year. 

Recognising the importance of the role young people play in the protection and development of the environment, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has always been very active in ensuring a meaningful participation of the youth and children at all levels of decision making processes. The Executive Director of UNEP, Mr. Klaus Töpfer said: “Raising public awareness on issues related to the protection of the environment is key to achieving sustainable development, and today’s youth are tomorrow’s future”. 

The Children Biosafety Day at UNEP is aimed at creating awareness about biosafety issues among the youth in the decision making process as it pertains in the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. Further, it will prepare them to be the citizens of a sustainable world of tomorrow.

The Children Biosafety Day is organized as an activity under the UNEP/GEF Global project launched last January 2002, to help developing countries assess the potential risks and rewards from the genetically engineered crops, in view of the entry into force of the Cartagena Protocol adopted in January 2002 in Montreal. Part of the activities of this project includes raising public awareness and improving information flow to the public on the issues related to the implementation of this Protocol, which has been welcomed as the first international legal instrument of the 21st.

Note to journalists: The world is currently awaiting the ratification of the Protocol. 50 ratifications are required for its entry into force. To date, 19 countries have ratified the Protocol out of about 107 governments who have signed it. 

The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety aims at ensuring “an adequate level of protection in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms (LMOs), resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effect on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking into account risks to human health, and specifically focussing on transboundary movements”. 

For more information, please contact: Angele Luh, Information Officer, Regional Office for Africa; Tel: 254 2 624292, Fax: 254 2 623928, E-mail: Angele.Luh@unep.org; or Mr. Charles Gbedemah, Regional Coordinator for Africa, Biosafety UNEP/GEF Coordination Office at Tel: 254 2 624066, Fax: 254 2 624041, E-mail/ Charles.Gbedemah@unep.org
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