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African Experts set in place response options to climate change 

Experts  in discussions at UNEP Headquarters from 11-15 to Plan Cost-Effective Adaptation Responses to Climate Change 

Nairobi, 15 February 2002 – Experts from East, West and North Africa, Islands of the Indian Ocean and Latin America and the Caribbean, met in Nairobi this week to address adaptation responses to climate change, to respond to the special needs for Africa and to draw up strategies, programmes and action plans needed to mitigate the impact thereto.

The aim of the Assessment of Impacts and Adaptation to Climate Change in Multiple Regions and Sectors (AIACC) meeting is to launch projects, which will develop science capacity and assessment techniques, and appropriate information for the  most vulnerable regions where assistance is needed. Two projects out of the eight that have been identified and will be implemented relate to biodiversity in Southern Africa, and food security in West Africa. 

 Another objective of this global programme, of which Africa is a part, is to fund a various studies which will assess the impact of climate change on socio-economic sectors and ecosystems at both regional and national levels.  The results of these studies will greatly assist developing countries to adapt their policies and responses using appropriate data, training and methodologies.  They will also serve as a reference tool for the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  

AIACC provides a unique opportunity for Africa to capitalize on the vast expertise of  African researchers to carry out research and environmental impact assessments as they relate to climate change. This will of course enhance regional scientific capacity and make available data and expertise to governments, the private sector and other  entities that are developing National Action Plans for Adaptation (NAPAs) and sub-national , sectoral and multisectoral policies for funding by UNFCCC. 

Note to journalists: 

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) is a financial mechanism providing new and additional financial resource through grant and concessional funds to GEF eligible countries for projects and activities to protect the world’s environment. GEF resources are available for projects and activities that address Climate Change, Biological Diversity, International Waters and Depletion of the Ozone layer.

Responsibility to implementing GEF funded projects and activities is shared by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and the World Bank. UNDP is responsible for capacity building including technical assistance activities; the World Bank is responsible for investment projects and for mobilising resource from the private sector. UNEP, in its capacity as the principal environment body of the UN system is charged with catalysing the development of scientific and technical analysis, advancing environmental management in GEF financed activities and managing the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP), whose Expert Group is meeting from 18-20 February 2002, at UNEP Head quarters at Gigiri. 


The central question for this meeting will be how to address adaptation, especially efforts to build adaptive capacity within the context of sustainable development.

A press conference will be organised on 18 February, after the opening ceremony of the STAP Workshop.   

For More Information, Please Contact: Angele Luh, UNEP Regional Information Officer for Africa on Tel: 254 2 624292, Email: Angele.Luh@unep.org or Mr. Ravi Sharma, Division of Policy Development and Law, on Tel: 624215, Email: Ravi.sharma@unep.org or Mr. Mark Griffith, Global Environment Facility's Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel, on Tel: 62 3424, Email: Mark.Griffith@unep.org 
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