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Launching of the report:

" Devastating Drought in Kenya:

Environmental Impacts and Responses "

Nairobi, 26 October 2001: Why was the recent drought in Kenya so severe that people could not cope anymore? The report" Devastating Drought In Kenya: Environmental impacts and Responses" which will be launched on Tuesday, 30 October 2001 at the UN Headquarters, Gigiri, brings answers to this critical question. 

The drought, which affected Kenya from 1999 to 2000 has been unanimously called the worst in living memory. This devastating drought affected all sectors and caused untold human misery, animal and vegetation devastation and almost crippled the industrial and agricultural sectors. It also caused negative impact on the environment and natural resources.  

After the drought has been declared a national disaster, the government of Kenya requested UNEP's assistance. A joint team composed of officials and experts from the government of Kenya and UNEP undertook the rapid assessment of the impact of drought on the environment, in response to the request from the government.

The objectives of the report were:

· To assess the impact of the drought on environment;

· To identify factors contributing to the seriousness of the drought

· And to come up with recommendations that would mitigate the effects of droughts.

The results are presented in the report. 

1- Water sector: The drought followed the el Niňo extreme weather events of 1997-1998 during which heavy rainfall caused enormous floods. A lot of water retention structures were damaged. The combined effect of limited water storage capacity and inadequate catchment worsened the impact of drought.

2- Forest , fisheries, wildlife wetlands and non living resources: The loss of livelihoods led to over-reliance on natural resources as the access to these products is usually free. Charcoal burning, illegal logging including of protected trees, livestock grazing, all contributed to deforestation. In addition the increase in exploitation of pit and river sand and mining had exposed the land to soil erosion.

3- Land use, livestock and agriculture: There is a synergy between drought, environment and agriculture. The drought was so severe because of the breakdown of traditional coping methods. The increased population living on reduced land areas due to the developments of land formerly used as dry season grazing , an unsustainable land tenure system which reduces access to essential resources; the fact that it extended to areas not usually affected by drought, inadequate preparedness due to lack of access to weather forecasts etc.

4- Policy and legal framework: Despite the recurrence of drought s and their devastating effects in the country, Kenya does not have a comprehensive drought policy. Co-ordination of the many institutions that address drought is inadequate. As a result, with the exception of a few projects in arid and semi arid land areas, drought is managed as a crisis and focus on food with no consideration of environmental implications.   

The UNEP-Government of Kenya team came up with recommendations and 

proposed a Plan of Action containing activities, expected results, actors and linkages to existing programmes, within the government framework of the National Environment Action Plan ( NEAP), the forest master plan and the national water master plan. 

The objectives are:

· To facilitate optimal use of the national water resource in improving the quality of the human environment and 

· To Generate income and meeting national goals and international obligations by conserving biodiversity, reversing the effect of desertification, mitigating the effects of disasters, and maintaining the ecological balance of the earth. 

It also contribute to the implementation of the poverty reduction plan.

This report will be of immense benefit to the government of Kenya and other users when proposing projects. It is hoped the results of the study will be used to minimise the impact of future droughts.

For more information please contact: Angele Luh, Information Officer – Regional Office for Africa Tel: 624292, E-mail: Angele.Luh@unep.org or Mrs Fenke Elskamp at Tel: 623447, E-mail: Fenke.Elskamp@unep.org
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