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                   African Preparatory Conference for the World 

                            Summit on sustainable Development 

                                 (Nairobi, 15-18 October 2001)

                                   ________________________

             Fifty African Delegations in Nairobi to tackle the      

  environmental and socio- economic challenges of the continent

Nairobi How do we cater for human needs and improve the quality of life of millions who endure poverty and face uncertainty in Africa? Ten years after Rio, this crucial question will again be poignantly posed this week in Nairobi as the continent's ministers responsible for Environment and economic planning meet to chart the future of Africa. 

Although some significant progress has been achieved, to many, the last ten years can best be described as " an unsustainable decade". The state of the African environment has continued to decline largely due to the destruction of natural resources and ecosystems. The region however, depends on natural resources for economic growth and sustainable development and persistent poverty in the continent has also contributed to accelerated degradation of natural resources. 

The reduction, in agricultural productivity has hampered efforts to achieve sustainable development. Africa is said to be the only continent in which poverty is expected to rise during the 21st century. A continent where, because of the unsustainable debt burden, most of the States still lack the financial capital needed to address basic expectations and fundamental needs. Consequently, the African economies have declined and, in some cases are near collapse in a context where globalization poses new challenges and impacts negatively on the region. 

The implementation of Agenda 21 has been critically hampered by the lack of resources. 
Additionally, the HIV/AIDS pandemic is a major threat to the economic and political viability of many States of the region. In actual fact, experts agree that in no other region has the transition to sustainable development been so difficult since the 1992 UNCED as in Africa. 

How do we reverse the present trend?

African Ministers meeting in Nairobi believe that human needs are central to the environmental and socio- economic development problems of Africa.The Ministers will be stressing African priorities which will include the need to address poverty as a critical issue. They will emphasise the importance of poverty alleviation to Africa and the larger community of nations because "poverty degrades not only those who suffer it but also those who tolerate it".

During their crucial conference, they are expected to promulgate a common position on issues such as the increasingly serious public health crisis in Africa which may also have serious consequences for development , unsustainable exploitation and degradation of forests, soils, biodiversity, freshwater and other natural resources which undermines the region's economic development prospects and the changes needed in economic policies and practices to ensure that the poor in the poor countries get their share of the wealth required to sustain growth other the long run. In addition, the Ministers will address the need for enhanced North-South resource flows and also the need for an enabling economic environment for sustained economic growth in Africa.
The World Summit on Sustainable Development will be held from 2 -11 September 2002 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The overall goal of the Summit is to reinvigorate, at the highest political level, the global commitment to sustainable development and to a North-South partnership at a higher level of international solidarity to accelerated implementation of Agenda 21 and the the promotion of sustainable development. 

Africa has a vital stake in the success of that Summit which is taking place in the region. The continent expects the Summit to address the major sustainable development challenges as well as the major challenges for achieving co-operation and integration. The Summit will be organised in the wake of the establishment of  the African Union , which is expected to expedite the economic integration process in the region.

All these points may  be developed during the press conference scheduled to take place on Wednesday, 17 October 2001, at 10 a.m. at the Press Room. Among the resource persons are the Executive Director of UNEP, the Executive Secretary of ECA, representative of UNDP,OAU, ADB, ECCAS, ECOWAS, SADC, AMU, IGAD/COMESA.  
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