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                         African Preparatory Conference for the World 

                               Summit on sustainable Development 

                                    (Nairobi, 15-18 October 2001)

                                                     ________________________

                 WSSD Preparatory Process: The African Conference

                   addresses critical issues and sets realistic targets 

The World Summit on Sustainable Development should be used as benchmark for governments to establish key performance indicators to commit themselves to implement safe minimum living standards necessary for ensuring quality of life and environmental quality, especially for the poor. African governments, in particular, must develop and implement Codes of conduct for utilization of their natural resources and commit themselves to systems of participatory democracy and eradication of corruption. This is the African Civil Society position to the African ministerial preparatory Conference for the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development. The outcomes of the Civil Society / NGO forum were communicated to the media during a press conference at the UN Headquarters in Nairobi. 

This briefing came after another press conference with the executive Director of UNEP, Dr. Klaus Töpfer, the Chair of the Conference of OAU, Mr. S. Keli Walubita,  the Director of Food Security and Sustainable development of UNECA, Mr. Josue Dione, the South African Minister of Environment, Mr. Mohamed Valli Moosa and the Chief of the Environment and Sustainable Development at the African Development Bank, Mr. Oumar  AW. Among the hot issues were the worrying question of brain drain. According to the draft  Regional Industrial Review for Africa, written by Prof. C A Buckley of the University of Natal- Durban, South Africa, it was noted that some 23 000 qualified academic professionals emigrate from Africa each year, in search of better work conditions. As a result of this, African countries have lost as much as one-third of their highly skilled personnel in recent decade, that is an estimated of 60 000 middle- and high level managers between 1985 and 1990.

Dr. Töpfer referred to that situation affecting " the human capital of Africa, a young continent "as being "a huge problem to social and economic development". He also identified water as being another crucial issue with social, economic and environmental interactions. 

During this press conference, it was also stressed that the Johannesburg Summit will make a difference because the context has changed; some initiatives, like the UN Secretary General's Millennium Declaration and the New African Initiatives which stand as frameworks for a new deal for Africa.

The industry workshop , in deliberating on the actions that should be taken to reverse the current trend of increasing marginalization of Africa identified the achievement of peace, security and partnership amongst the stakeholders as two of the major priorities. Participants emphasized that the promotion of industrial development on a sustainable basis would make a significant contribution to the reduction of poverty and improved natural resource management.

The African Preparatory Conference finally adopted a common position which stands as the African Ministerial statement to the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development. The statement identifies priority areas for action. Among those are:

· Poverty: The Ministers observe that while Africa is an indispensable resource base that has been serving all humanity for many centuries, poverty stands in stark contrast to the prosperity of the developed world. This abnormal situation has to be reversed by changing the relationship that underpins it. It requires, the adoption of a comprehensive approach that addresses key priority areas, including the removal of obstacles preventing the access of exports from developing countries to the markets of developed countries, debt reduction/cancellation, a view of the conditionalities of the Bretton Woods Institutions, promoting industrial growth especially through the small and medium- sized enterprises. 

· Resources: The fact that Continent's resources are not processed on the spot has been identified as a major lost opportunity for Africa. Consequently, it is urgently necessary to develop and foster industry to make it possible to add value to the resources of the continent before they are exported.

· Agriculture and food security: African continent is endowed with sufficient natural resources for food self sufficiency. However, taking into account current levels of food production and the projected population growth in Africa, it appear that those levels are insufficient. It is imperative, therefore, to reverse the current trends of land degradation and agricultural technologies and the transfer to African countries of applied agricultural research and technology at affordable prices. The ministers resolved to increase national financing for agricultural sector and call upon the international financial institutions and the Global Environment Facility (GEF) for the full implementation of the UNCCD and other relevant conventions.

· Human development: The ministers acknowledged that Africa is currently straining under the burden of communicable diseases that are disabling the economy. The growing of HIV/AIDS pandemic has became a serious threat to sustainable development. Many  have roots in the environmental conditions under which people live and should ,therefore, be incorporated in an overall poverty reduction/eradication sustainable development and economic growth strategies. 

· Trade and market access: The ministers emphasized the need for multilateral trading system to ensure that issues of development are addressed adequately and decisively.

· Science and technology: The Ministers urged the international community to assist African countries in their efforts to gain access to new technologies, particularly information and communication technologies and to cerate conditions for the development of indigenous technologies that are important for enhancing economic development.

The Ministers also addressed natural resource management, stressing on desertification and land degradation, coastal and marine environments, biodiversity, forests, mineral resources, climate change and atmosphere, disaster prevention, waste, environmentally sound management of chemical products, fresh water and sanitation, energy.

The forthcoming Summit is intended to go an important step further. The meeting called on the Summit to agree on what the Ministers called the "Johannesburg Vision": a practical expression of the political commitments made by the international community in  the Rio principles and Agenda 21, and the Millennium Declaration. These commitments envisage a global consensus on the eradication of poverty and global inequality. They stressed that the World Summit on Sustainable Development provides a unique platform for the realization of this vision and must adopt a results-orientated Johannesburg Programme of Action with clear time frames and specific targets. For the effective achievement of this programme, concrete global partnerships between governments, in the one hand, and between governments, business and civil society on the other hand  are required, they added. They expressed their belief that, trough these outcomes, the summit will provide practical meanings for the achievement of the hopes of the African countries.    


" The successful holding and positive outcome of this African preparatory Conference for the 2002 WSSD is in itself a major achievement which indicates the continent's readiness to play a constructive and leading role during the summit" Mr. Sekou Toure, the UNEP Regional Director for Africa said, adding that the critical importance was the number of participants and the level  of attendance by Ministers from both Planning, Economic development and Environment sectors. In addition, participants from the industry forum and the Civil society/NGO forum were able to integrate their contribution to the Ministerial segment. Opportunity was given to these participants to liaise with the Ministers and high level representatives from African governments.
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