[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 
MEMORANDUM


Through:
Ms. Cristina Boelcke




  Date  1 August 2002
Director, Division of Regional Cooperation

From:

Sékou Touré





        Ref:  WSSD /ST/st



Director, Regional Office for Africa
Subject:
UNEP WSSD Delegation Approval Deadline

I refer to your e-mail of today on the above subject matter.

I would like to confirm that I am scheduled to participate in the WSSD and have planned to leave Nairobi on 24 August 2002, to be back on 5 September 2002.

In Johannesburg, I will be liaising with the African Ministers and will also be in charge of the organisation of a side event under the auspices of the AMCEN in collaboration with UNEP, the NEPAD and the Secretariat of the African Union. It will comprise of the following:

1. Panel discussion on the environment initiative of NEPAD;

2. Donors Forum and Presentation of the EIN Programme Proposal at WSSD

The 8th session of AMCEN and the OAU Summit recommended to pursue the revision process of the Revised African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (Algiers Convention) to integrate comments from the remaining country that have not yet submitted theirs. In the event that this has been accomplished, we are working with the Secretariat of the African Union to launch the signing ceremony o this Convention. 

The Regional Office for Africa is in communication with the Ministers of Environment of the key countries that whose contributions are sought for this side event.

1 – Panel discussion on the Environment Initiative of the NEPAD

ROA is currently discussing with the NEPAD Secretariat on modalities for this event. It is understood that the NEPAD Secretariat will accept a stand alone event on the Environment Initiative of the NEPAD in addition to the general event they are planning.

Senegal (H.E. Maitre Abdoulaye Wade or his representative) will chair the Panel. Panelists will include the Executive Director of UNEP, Uganda as chair of AMCEN (H.E. President Museveni or his representative). One or all of the countries on the Bureau of AMCEN (Libya, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire and Mauritius) will also participate in the panel discussion, potentially at the level of the Heads of State or their representatives

Five constituencies would be brought in for this discussion:

· Some parliamentarians (Kenya, South Africa, Uganda, Senegal, Cote d’Ivoire, Nigeria, Algeria, Zambia, Egypt, Mali, etc.);

· Ministers, members of the steering Committee;

· Partners (World Bank, ADB, Norway, Belgium, GEF, UNEP, donor countries, etc.)

· Representatives of subregional economic communities;

· NEPAD secretariat 

The discussion will start with a presentation on the framework for an action plan of the environment initiative of the NEPAD by Senegal. The panel will then exchange views on the following:

· Strengthening environmental pillar of sustainable development;

· Way forward for the full development of the environment initiative;

· Priority programmes;

· Mobilization of resources in support of the environment initiative;

· Means for implementation.

This panel discussion will last 1h30.

2 – Donors Forum and Presentation of the EIN Programme Proposal at WSSD
This event will be organized by DEWA/ROA (with support from GRID Arendal)

The 9th session of AMCEN endorsed the proposal for the establishment of a comprehensive environmental information network in Africa.

The donor’s forum will be convened at this side event specifically to review and make commitments of expressions of interest in supporting the EIN initiative. The proposed EIN is intended to function as a multi-stakeholder framework for harnessing data, information and knowledge for managing environmental assets in support of sustainable development in Africa.  It is also intended to serve as the data and information foundation for the production of AEO and related assessments in Africa. The Government of Norway has provided seed funding for the formulation of the EIN programme proposal and has also indicted strong interest in providing additional funding to the tune of US$5million to be announced at WSSD.

This panel discussion will take 45 minutes

There will be a key note addresses by UNEP Executive Director, Norwegian Minister of Environment, a representative of the Irish Government, President of AMCEN and Environment Ministers of Senegal and South Africa on behalf of NEPAD and:.

· Launch of the EIN Programme Proposal (10 minute power point presentation)

· Expressions of interest and commitments by donors to support the EIN Programme

· Press briefing (Q&A)

During this discussion, DEWA will take charge and do the preparatory work and organsiation of a this donor forum. DEWA will submit a programme proposal to establish the Africa Environmental Information Network (EIN) as the foundation for integrated environmental assessment and reporting in Africa (including production of Africa Environmental Outlook Report, GEO, national State of the Environment Reports, etc.).

We are requesting the participation of Bob Kakuyo from DEWA who is responsible for the production of the programme proposal, official contacts with the key Ministers, donor Agencies, etc.). It is also because of his knowledge of the content, focus, output and future orientation of the programme proposal. 

3 - Signing ceremony of the revised 1968 African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (Algiers Convention)

In 1999, the OAU had approached UNEP and IUCN to revise the 1968 African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (Algiers Convention) with the view of showcasing it and launching the signature process at the Summit. The revised draft was submitted to AMCEN and the last OAU Summit in Durban. It was agreed that the OAU (African Union) Secretariat would further consult with the countries whose technical experts were still revising the draft prior to the signing ceremony. This process has started and is expected to be concluded by mid August to allow the revised document to be ready for WSSD. Preliminary discussions have been held on the process with the AMCEN President and the new President of the Commission of the African Union. The signing ceremony will be launched under the chairmanship of Algeria (H.E. President Buteflika or his representative). H.E. President Buteflika or his representative will make an introductory remark. Brief statements will be made by the African Union (The President of the AU Commission or his representative), UNEP (the Executive Director) and Uganda as chair of AMCEN (H.E. President Museveni or his representative) prior to having the first country signing the document.

This segment will be limited to 1 hour.  

The Executive Director of UNEP remark will focus on the importance and status of the regional conventions, including the Algiers Convention in the context of the development of MEAs. 

Annotated Agenda

3 September 2002

Panel 1: Environment Initiative of the NEPAD

Item 1
· Welcoming remarks and introduction of NEPAD and the development of its Environment initiative
Senegal (H.E. Maitre Abdoulaye Wade or his representative)

NEPAD Secretariat

Item 2
· Strengthening environmental pillar of sustainable development


Klaus Topfer, Under Secretary General of the United Nations and Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme;

Item 3
· Way forward for the full development of the environment initiative, Priority programmes, mobilization of support, and implementation support


(Steering Committee)

Item 3
· Discussion
Moderators: Director UNEP/GEF Coordination, Director ROA

Panel 2: Africa Environment Information Network and AEO report process

Item 1


· Key note address and statements


UNEP Executive Director, Norwegian Minister of Environment, a representative of the Irish Government, President of AMCEN and Environment Ministers of Senegal and South Africa on behalf of NEPAD 

Item 2
· Launch of the EIN Programme Proposal (10 minute power point presentation)
Bob Kakuyo, UNEP/DEWA

Item 3
· Expressions of interest and commitments by donors to support the EIN Programme


Item 4
· Discussion
Moderator: Director ROA

Item 5
· Synthesis


Item 6
· Press briefing




Panel 3: Algiers Convention

Item 1


· Welcoming remarks 


African Union (H.E. Essy Amara, President of the Commission of the African Union)

Item 2
· The importance of regional conventions in sustainable development 


Dr. Klaus Topfer, Under Secretary General of the United Nations and Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme;

Item 3
· Compliance to and enforcement of regional agreements, including the Algiers convention,;


Algeria (H.E. Abdoulaziz Buteflika, President of the Democratic Republic of Algeria or his representative)

Item 4
· Launch of the signing of the convention 


Uganda (H.E. Yoweri Museveni, President of the Republic of Uganda, Presidency of AMCEN or his representative)


· Discussion
Moderator: H.E. Essy Amara


· Synthesis









PAGE  
2

