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A Pioneering Initiative to Mainstream Environment and Sustainability in African Universities 

First ever Education for Sustainable Development Innovations Course kicks up in Nairobi 
Nairobi, 4 May 2006- Professors from African universities and key players who are transforming the landscape of higher education on the continent are discussing ways and values of integrating environment and sustainability into higher Education in the region, at the Initiative of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

The 1st Education for Sustainable Development Innovations Course which is a component of the MESA (Mainstreaming Environment and Sustainability in African Universities) Partnership programmes has been launched today at the Kenyan School of Monetary Studies. The objective of this course is to train lecturers to learn to integrate environment and sustainable development (ESD) issues into higher education and hopefully start a movement at the participating universities where ESD issues will be part of all programs over the next 8 years.

The Officer in Charge and Deputy Executive Director of UNEP, Shafqat Kakakhel said: “This signifies the importance that education plays in the realization of the hopes and aspirations of peace, environmental security and well-being for Africa as well as the world at large. Clearly, Africa cannot enjoy the benefits of sustainable development nor attain the Millennium Development Goals - without the contributions of a sound and effective system of education, which has always been critical to the production of knowledge, inculcation of values and the advancement of the skills essential for environmental, social and economic development.”  

“The true position of higher education in shaping the way in which future generations learn to cope with the complexities of sustainable development is embodied in its role in influencing society. This is through giving sustainable development a place in all its programs, playing an important role as local knowledge centres for sustainable development, and making sustainable development a leading principle in their own logistics and management processes. It is this noble course that higher education is in pursuit – which UNEP would like to share”, he added.

The ongoing programme of activities are the first steps towards implementing an ‘Educate the Educators’ programme, for University lecturers in Africa. The programme is meant to involve University Leaders in providing inspiration and leadership to start the movement in their institutions for the implementation of innovation programmes in the universities in order to create a new and wider dimension of Education for Sustainable development. 

In 2002, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the resolution declaring 2005-2015 as the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (UNDESD). Higher education in particular occupies an important position in shaping the way in which future generations learn to cope with the complexities of sustainable development. Higher Education Institutions have the responsibility of providing academic leadership and will need to become engaged with the objectives of the UN Decade. 

To this end, UNEP has developed an Environmental Education and Training Strategy for 2005-2014, which clearly articulates a practical path for EE&T in UNEP. The goal of this strategy is to achieve greater impact and strengthened delivery of its programmes within the context of education for sustainable development. The Strategy further paves the way for UNEP’s active engagement in the International Implementation Plan of the DESD, particularly on the environment component of Education for Sustainable Development.
The MESA Universities Partnership, constituted as a major contribution to the UNDESD, strengthens UNEP’s special focus on Africa and as such, supports the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) environmental action plan and the objectives of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN). 

One of the strategic actions in the NEPAD Environmental Action Plan is the ‘development of capacity in all aspects of environmental issues in Africa’. Universities will have a key role to play in strengthening capacity for sustainable development through ESD initiatives. The flow of knowledge from one generation to another has been the domain of universities. Universities in particular have significantly contributed to knowledge generation and transfer of knowledge through preparing future decision-makers and offering service to society.

At the end of this course, participants are expected to get a common understanding of the MESA University Partnership Programme, explore concrete opportunities for partnerships with key players associated with MESA, and take new challenges of knowledge production and dissemination, as well as innovative opportunities that are needed to facilitate the development of African environments, economies, societies, and policies. 

Note to editors

Following the development of its strategy for the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, UNEP has assiduously pursued an initiative to support the mainstreaming of environment and sustainability into higher education. The programme, commonly referred to as MESA – Mainstreaming Environment and Sustainability in African Universities is a partnership project with UNESCO, the African Association of Universities (AAU), the Global Virtual University (GVU), the United Nations University (UNU) and the Global Higher Education for Sustainable Development Partnerships project, together with sub-regional structures such as the Southern African Development Community Environmental Education Programme (SADC-REEP) and the Nile Basin Transboundary Environmental Project. 

The primary focus of the MESA programme is to contribute to the objective of enhancing the quality and relevance of higher education in Africa in the context of sustainable development and the Millennium Development Goals.  The MESA programme is now entering a significant phase that calls for the active participation of all the key stakeholders in higher education in Africa.  

The series of events which shall be held under the banner of Mainstreaming Environment and Sustainability in African Universities Programme (MESA) including two training course for lecturers from African universities and a meeting for university leaders and vice chancellors. The first training course is being held from 4-9 May 2006, while the second shall be held on the 10-14 May 2006. The United Nations University Rector, Mr. Hans van Ginkel, and the Deputy Executive Director and Office-in-Charge UNEP Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel are also scheduled to give a high-profile lecture in Jomo Kenyatta University on the afternoon of 8th May 2006 with the theme ‘Mainstreaming Environment and Sustainability in University Education and Administration’. 

For More Information Please Contact: Nick Nuttall, UNEP Spokesperson, Office of the Executive Director, on Tel: 254 20 623084, Mobile: 41 79 596 5737, e-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org or Elisabeth Waechter, UNEP Associate Media Officer, on Tel: 254 20 623088, Mobile: 254 720 173968, e-mail: elisabeth.waechter@unep.org, or   Angèle Luh Sy, Information Officers at the Regional Office for Africa, on Tel: 254 20 624292, E-mail: angele.luh@unep.org 
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