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Message from the UNEP
Executive Director

his issue o f the ROA news comes ou t
at an  oppo rtune time in the history o f
the environmental movement in Africa.T

It is a crucial moment because the first flush o f
the preparat ions fo r the World  Summit on
Sustainab le Developmen t in  Johannesburg in
2002 is nearing i ts completion.  It is a critical
momen t because we must begin  to  view the
ach ieve men ts in  ou r quest  fo r su stainab le
development since the Earth Summit in 1992  and
the chal lenges such an  analysis poses as well as
the opportun ities it offers. Clearly, there is a need
for well deliberated action in  support of social
and po lit ical, as w ell as  economic changes -
c ha nge s tha t  c an  tra n sfo rm a  d re a de d
an ticipation  o f an  e co logical  d isa ster in to  a
cons tructive reali ty.

Th is is also  an  oppo rtune time to  ask some
searching questions. How  have the ecological
concerns evo lved  in  Africa during the last
decade?  What lessons have been learnt?  D oes
Africa face certain  special structural p roblems
that have no t been properly add ressed?  Could
the process o f formulating and  imp lementing
environmental strategies be improved?  What are
the environmen tal  p ro spects  for the next
generation in  Africa?  And more fundamentally,
does  a long-term environmental  vision that is
both ach ievable and  credib le exis t?

The imperative need to move from “words to
“act ion” does no t  in  any w ay reduc e the
importance of “words”. Programmes of action -
for sustainab le development - can only succeed
if they arise out o f consensus.  And  consensus is
no t easily ach ieve d .  But I am hopefu l that
Governments as well as o ther stakeho lders will
take fu ll  advan tage o f Africa’s p reparato ry
process fo r the Johannesbu rg Summit.  We must
collectively provide significan t support to ensure
the region’s perspectives are carefully crafted and
in tegrated  in to  the sub regional a nd  regional

assessment repo rts to be prepared  by the series
o f p reparato ry meetings p lanned  fo r the last
quarter o f 2001 .

Particu lar atten tion  must  be focused on one key
outpu t o f the preparato ry p rocess, the Africa n
Common  Position,  a polit ical s tatement which
will be the gu iding p rincip le fo r put ting Africa
back on the su stainable development path .

The message remains that Africa must take  a
de c is ive  ro le in  dete rmin ing i ts fu tu re
de velopme n t para d igm that  w il l  p lac e
environmental consideration and  su stainabili ty
h igh  on  the a ge nda fo r soc io -ec onomic
development. In this regard, UNEP has taken note
of the in itiat ive of African  heads of State led by
the Presidents of Sou th  Africa (T. Mbeki), Nigeria
(Gen.  Obasan jo),  Algeria (A.A.  Bou teflika) and
Senega l  (Maitre Abdoulaye Wade), tow ards
Africa n  Recovery in  the 21st  cen tu ry.  This
init iative, wh ich was discussed  at the last Session
o f the OAU  in Lusaka,  is  an  encou raging
development wh ich  must be suppo rted, as th is is
an in itiat ive conceived , led  and  spearheaded by
Africans  themselves.

Th is message  was cle arly articu lated  by the
Un ited  N ations Secretary General du ring the
recent meeting of the Administrative Coordination
Committee (ACC) in  Nairobi.  In order to facilitate
the imp lemen tation  o f the p lan , UNEP stands
ready to p rovide the requisite assistance th rough
the  Fra mew ork  o f the Africa n  Min is teria l
Con ference on Environment (AMCEN).

The 21 st Centu ry is of particular sign ificance to
Africa. First, developmen t programs must reflect
the  in te rsec tion  be tw e en  e nvironme n t,
development and  poverty reduction .  Secondly,
oppo rtun ities must be exp lo ited  to  efficien tly
u tilize the fin ite natu ral resou rces to  the best
advan tage o f the African  economies .  Th irdly,
recognition must be given to apparently small but
significant  steps  at local level towards  achieving
sustainable development.  Finally,  we must avoid
dup licat ion  of effo rts and wastage o f resources.
All partners, includ ing Multi lateral Environmental
Convention Secretariats and  other UN programs,
are encou raged to w ork clo sely with UN EP.  We
should  draw on  the o rientations prepared within
the framew ork o f the AMCEN Programme o f
Action and GC.21  decisions, especial ly Decision
21 /15 on Support to  Africa fo r effective and
e ffic ien t  imp leme n ta tion  o f su sta inab le
development programs in  Africa.
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21ST MEETING

Implementation
of
Governing Council
decisions

he  21st mee ting of the  Governing
Co un cil o f U N E P mad e  man y
dec isions tha t touched on Africa.

Implementation of these dec isions is a UNEP
corpora te  responsibility.  However, the
Regiona l Office for Africa  (ROA) has a
particula r niche in some of them, but an
overarching inte rest in all of them regardless
of the division charged with the principal
responsibility of implementing them.  The
following a re the actions proposed to be
carried out in collabora tion with other
divisions and organizations in implementing
the GC decisions.

The  major GC dec ision is one  related to
Support to Africa, namely, GC.21/15.

The key activities by ROA in furtherance of
this decision will revolve  a round regional
consultative  process towards the  preparation
o f a  rep or t fo r th e  Wo r ld Su mmit o n
Sustainable Development (WSSD) in South
Afr ica  in  2 0 02 .  F ive  su b - regio na l
consu lta tive  meetings w ill b e  he ld  in
September 2001 , leading to a  Regiona l
Ministe ria l Conference in October 2001.
The  key outputs will be  a  report on the
activities carried out in the implementation
in Africa of Agenda  21 since Rio Summit
an d  an  Afr ican  Co mmo n Po sitio n.
Additionally, ROA will address the issue of
capacity building among African negotiators
o n  issu es re la ted  to  c limate  ch an ge ,
biodiversity, desertification, collabora tion
w ith  ACO PS in  th e  p ro mo tion  o f the
p rotec tio n  o f th e  Afr ican  mar ine
environment, (dec ision GC.21/13), and
w o rk c lo se ly w ith  th e  Divisio n  of
E n viro nmen ta l Co nven tio n s (D E C) in
strengthening the  Nairo bi and Abidjan
Conventions and Action Plans.  Activities
rela ted to Support to Africa  will also include
the implementation of the AMCEN priority
activities as agreed in Abuja.

O th er  d ec isio n s taken  fo r  direc t
implementa tion by Headquarte rs will be
carried out in  c lose  lia ison with RO A.
Specifically, the ROA retrea t will develop
stra tegic approaches in collabora tion during
the  implementation of these decisions in
Africa .  Consulta tions in this regard have
begun and will be  fina lized dur ing the
re treat.

“Environmental sustainability is everybody’s challenge . But the heaviest
responsibility falls on you who have accepted positions of leadership, whether

in politics, business or civil society”.

Mr. Kofi Annan, United Nations Secre tary General to the 21st Session of the
Governing Council of UN EP.

From left  to right  - Klaus Töp fer (UNEP Executive Director), President  Daniel T. arap Moi,
Mr. David Anderson (Pres ident  of the 21st  Governing Council)

H.E. Mr. Mohamed  Valli Moosa (Minis ter of Environmental Affairs & Tourism, South Africa)
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ABUJA

he primary objective of AMCEN is
to strengthen coopera tion between
African Governments in economic ,

The AMCEN Process
since the Eighth Session of Abuja
(May 2000 - March 2001)

AMC E N , w ith  th ree  vice -p resid en ts
(South Africa , Moro cco and Uganda) and
a  rapporteur (Cameroon). The  9 t h Session
o f AMC E N  w ill b e  h e ld in  K amp ala ,
Uganda  in 2002. As a  genera l rule , the
Inte r-Sessiona l Committee  (ISC) is to meet
once  a  year. The  Inte r-Agency Technica l
Committee (IATC) meets a t the  request of
the  ISC or the  AMCE N Secre taria t.

O n the  issue  of sta ffing for the  AMC E N
Secre ta ria t, the  Senior Programme O fficer
(Secre ta ry-AMCE N ) has been recru ited
and has b een o n b oard sin ce  1 Apr il
2001 . She  (Ms. Rungano K arimanzira  -
Zimbabwe) is be ing brie fed on the  sta tus
o f p ro gres s m ad e  s in c e  th e  Ab u ja
Meeting.

The  Secre ta ry - AMCE N is (1) undertaking
the  prepara tion of funding proposa ls for
the  imp lementa tion  o f the  c lu ste rs o f
AMC E N Medium-Term Pro gramme for
2000 -200 4, and  (2) proceeding with the
mobiliza tion of resources, with AMC E N
member S ta tes, donors and the  pr iva te
sec to r, fo r  th e  rep len ish men t o f th e
AMCE N Trust.   The  AMCE N Secre ta ria t
will a lso be  supporting the  prepara tory
p ro cess  fo r  th e  Wo r ld  Su mmi t o n
Susta inable Development (WS SD), to be
he ld in  J ohan nesbu rg, Sou th Afr ica  in
2002 , and will be  looking for  ways to
su p p o r t th e  imp l eme n ta t io n  o f
Multila tera l Environmenta l Agreements in
the  region.

technica l and scientific  ac tivities for the
p u rp ose  o f h a ltin g an d  reversing th e
degrada tion of the African Environment.

The  E ighth Session of AMCE N, he ld in
Abuja  in May 2000 , in recognition of the
need for African Governments to bear the
primary responsibility for the  means of
implementa tion of the  AMCE N policy and
p ro gramm e, d ec i d ed  to  est ab li sh
conditions tha t would a llow AMC E N to
succeed and deve lop a  stronger identity.

The  Abuja  Session adopted dec isions on
(1) policy and institutiona l changes (2)
med i u m-te rm  p ro gram me an d  (3 )
measures to  b ring abou t stability an d
predic tability in the  financ ial base of the
Co n feren ce  to  en h an ce  an d  vit a lize
AMCE N.

Th e  Meetin g a lso  stru c tu red  AMC E N
along (1) a  main Co nference  tha t meets
every tw o  years, (2 ) an  In te r-Agency
Technica l Co mmittee  and (3) an Inte r-
Ses sio n a l Min i ste r ia l  Co mm itt ee ,
composed of a  Bureau representing the
five  sub-regions of Africa , tha t is,  North
(Tunisia ), West (Ghana), Centra l (Congo),
E ast (Tan zan ia ) an d  So u th ern  Afr ica
(Malawi).

For the  period 2 000-2001 , Nigeria  cha irs

T

AMCEN was restructured in Abuja
as follows:

1. The  Bureau - President, three

Vice Presidents and a Rapporteur

e lec ted from the  five  African

subregions (North, South, East,

West and Centra l Africa). The

fo llo w in g a re  th e  e lec ted

members of the Bureau for the

period 2000-2001: President -

Nigeria: Vice Presidents - South

Afr ica , Mo rocco , U gan d a:

Rap porteur - Cameroon.

2. The Inter-sessional Committee

comprises the Bureau plus the

followin g:

Co ngo , U nited  Rep u blic  o f

Tanzania , Tunisia , Malawi and

Ghana  (also reflecting a

     a regional balance).

3 . An Inter Agency Technical

Commitee  was established to

serve as a technica l arm of the

Inter-sessional Committee that is

responsible for the development

of key issues for consideration by

th e  AMC E N  Sessio n . Th e

members are drawn from experts

represented on the Inter-sessional

Committee  and representa tives

fro m th e  five  su b regio n a l

o rgan iza tio n s, b od ies (E CA,

O AU , AfDB) an d  five

representa tive NGO s from the

five subregions.

ABUJA
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REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA

T

Report of the Meeting
between UNEP and the
Africa Diplomatic Corps in
relation to the Regional
Office for Africa

he  meetin g was h e ld a t UN E P
headquarters on 20 t h April, 2001
u n der  th e  cha irman sh ip  of

Mr. Shafqat K akakhel, the  Deputy E xecutive
Director.

With regard to the  S taffing of the  Regional
Office for Africa,  Mr. Shafqat Kakakhel,
(Deputy Executive Direc tor), informed the
Permanent Representatives on the progress
made  todate in the recruitment of staff in
ROA, and in particular of Mr. Sekou Touré
of Cô te  d’Ivoire  who  too k office  from
1 February 2 001  as the  n ew Direc tor.
Mr. To uré  assu red th e  Perman ent
Rep resentatives of his full coopera tion and
promised to build the necessary support for
the  full and e ffective  implementa tion of
environmenta l activities in Africa by working
very close ly with them in Nairobi. Moreover,
he  assured the  ADC that he  would make
them fully aware of a ll deve lopments that
will occur in his office to seek their advice
and guidance .

Mr. K akakh el th anked  th e  Perman ent
Rep resentatives for their support to UNEP
and to the new team o f the Regional Office
and assured them that the composition of
the RO A team will be more geographically
and gender ba lanced as more resources to
hire additional staff is ava ilable. He further
assured the Permanent Representatives that
Mr. Touré and his staff were at the disposal
o f th e  Perman en t Missio ns an d  tha t
Mr. Touré  will attend the monthly UNEP/
Habita t meetings w ith the  Perman ent
Rep resentatives to brief them regularly on
the  progress made  by ROA. Thereafte r,
regular meetings would be  convened to
facilitate the communica tion between the
Perman en t Represen ta tives an d  RO A.
F ina lly, ROA would pub lish a  quarterly
bulletin (ROANews) to further report on the
progress made  in the  implementa tion of
UNEP activities in Africa.

On the  Impleme ntat io n o f  GC2 1
D ecisio ns in  Suppo rt  to  Africa, Mr.
K akakhel informed the  meeting tha t Mr.
Sekou Touré  and  his team are  preparing
a  work plan to implement a ll the  GC 21
dec isions focu sing on  the  ac tivities in
Africa . In this regard, ROA is planning for
a  re trea t to review, with the  suppo rt of a ll
UNE P’s Divisions, the  sta tus of current
and future  ac tivities.

Mr. Kakakhel informed the meeting of the
projec t proposa l that has since  rece ived
support from donor governments to assist
the African negotiators to come together and
h igh ligh t th e  c r itica l is su es u n d er
considera tion during any of the  forthcoming
COPs. Mr. Kakakh el added that it remained
th e  p reroga tive  o f each  go vern men t,
h o wever, to  a r ticu la te  th e ir  n a tio n a l
positions afte r rece iving such an opportunity
to consult with other players within the
region.

The Direc tor of the Division of Regional Co-
opera tion, U NE P, Ms. Cristina  Boe lcke
indica ted tha t UNE P is finding positive
supp ort to  con vene  these  con sulta tive
p rocesses and  the  co op era tio n w ith
Conventions’ Secreta ria ts is encouraging.
E fforts a re  be ing made  to this end and
particula rly within the  framework of the
preparatory process for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development to be held in 2002
in South Africa.  Ms. Boelcke and Mr. Touré
informed the meeting that efforts will continue
to be made  to improve  the participa tion of
Africa  a t a ll environment related fora .

Mr. Ahmed  Djo gh laf, the  E xecu tive
Coord ina tor of UNE P/GE F  informed the

meeting of the role  that UNEP/GEF  is playing
in Africa , particula rly in supporting land
degradation/desertifica tion ac tivities within
the L and and Water Initiative. He  informed
the meeting that close to two-thirds of UNEP/
GEF funding is allocated to implementing
projec ts in Africa , and particula rly those
rela ted to land, water and biodiversity.

On the  Preparations for the World Summit
on Sustainable Development to be held in
South Africa in 2002, it is reported that
arrangements are  underway to deve lop the
Africa  rep or t and  th e  Afr ica  commo n
position.  Consultations were planned for
sub-regiona l meetings leading to a  High
Level meeting of Ministers before the end
of the year.  A proposal to hold the High
leve l segment was made for O ctober 2001.
Severa l donors had made commitments for
funding.

A brief report on the AMCEN Meeting held
in New York earlier in the year was given.
The main issues of discussion there were: a)
gender and sub regiona l ba lance  in the
recruitment of ROA staff, b) financial status
of the  AMCEN Trust Fund and c) Africa’s
response to the US position on the Kyoto
Protocol under the UNFCCC.

United  Nations Headquarters in Nairobi
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2002 WORLD SUMMIT

Africa’s Preparatory Process
for the2002 World Summit
on Sustainable Development
launched in Dakar

T
en years a fte r R io, the  Genera l
Assembly of the United Nations has
dec ided to hold an Earth Summit in

South Africa in 2002.  In the course of the
prepara tions for this Summit, Africa  has
launched its own process.

The main challenge of the 2002 Earth Summit
is to organize  an effective  and e ffic ient
preparatory event of high political profile and
visibility.  High quality and timely preparation
will be essential to the success of the 2002
event.  Effective preparation should start from
a c lear se t of ideas about the  goa ls and
substantive focus of the 2002 Earth Summit
as well as the preparatory process.

It should also be noted that the United Nations
Co nference  on  E n viro nmen t an d
Development was convened in order to
discuss the centra l problems that every nation
and community faces, i.e .,  how to cate r for
human needs and how to improve the quality
of life  of the millions who endure poverty and
face  u n certa in ty.  G en era l Assembly
resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989,
w h ich co nven ed th e  U nited  Natio ns
Co nference  on  E n viro nmen t an d
Development in 1992, emphasized that the
Co nference  h ad to  emb race  b oth  the
en viron menta l inte rests o f d eve lop ed
countries and the deve lopmental inte rests of
deve loping countries, and build an e ffective
b r idge  be tw een th e  two .  These
considerations should, inter-alia, inform and
inspire  the ten-year review process in Africa.

It is against this background that the following

key steps have been/are being undertaken for
Africa’s Prepara tory Process for the 2002
Summit.

A h igh- leve l stakehold ers meetin g on
susta inable  development was he ld a t the
United Nations Conference Centre in Addis
Ababa, from 17 to 19 January 2000.  The
meeting was convened to set up a preparatory
process for the  2002 Earth Summit and the
modalities and means to organize  Africa’s
prepara tions for the Summit.  The  Addis
Ab aba  meeting was a tten ded  b y
representatives of O AU, E CA, UNE P, the
Afr ican Centre  for  Meteorolo gica l
Applications to Development, the  African
Centre of Technology S tudies, the Regional
Tra ining Centre for Agrometeorology and
Operational Hydrology and their Applica tion,
AMU, Permanent Inter-state Committee on
Drought Control in the Sahel, COMESA, Earth
Council,  Food and Agriculture  Organiza tion
of the  United Nations, IGAD, Inte rnational
Council for Local Environmenta l Initiatives,
L ake  Chad Basin Commission, L udewa
Development Found ation, Network for
Environment and Susta inable Development
in Africa, and SADC.

In order to fac ilitate a  broad consultative
process, an ad hoc high-leve l stakeholders
meeting established the African Forum for the
2002 Earth Summit (which is open-ended,
w ith  its th irty memb ers d raw n fro m
rep resen ta tives o f region a l eco no mic
integration organiza tions, civil socie ty, non-
governmenta l organizations and other major
groups for each of the  five  African sub-

regions). Also, a supporting Expanded Joint
Secre ta r ia t w as establish ed to  gu ide ,
spearhead and support the overall preparatory
process in the region.

The  first mee ting of the  Expanded J oint
Secreta riat of the African Forum was held at
the Headquarters of the African Development
Bank, Abidjan, Cote  d’Ivoire, 19-21 June
2000.   The members of the Secretaria t that
partic ipated in it were ADB, AMU, COMESA,
E CCAS, IGAD, O AU, E CO WAS, SADC,
UNE CA and UNE P the  sub-regiona l and
regional preparatory meetings; modality and
schedule for the national assessment; resource
mobiliza tion strategy.  The meeting, on the
above-mentioned basis, drew up a work plan,
which was to be  implemented subject to the
ava ilability of resources.

It is against this background that the Expanded
J oint Secre ta ria t resolved to convene  its
Second Meeting, in Dakar, Senegal, from 12-
13 March 2001.  The UNDP Capacity 21
grac iously agreed to host the meeting and to
additiona lly cover th e  costs of severa l
partic ipants as well as the  key resource
person.

The  2002 WS SD was launched and the
meeting cha ired by His E xce llency the
President of the Republic of Senegal, Maitre
Abdoulaye Wade , who was a  member of the
Senegalese  Delega tion to the 1992 R io Earth
Summit.

An update of the  Preparatory Process was
given by Mr. Ousmane Laye of the UNECA.
Ms. Ndey Isa tou Njie of UNDP Capacity 21
informed  the  meeting tha t U ND P w as
assisting 25 African countries in carrying out
th e ir  na tio na l p repara tory processes.
Resources had ye t to be  ra ised for the
remaining 28.  Planning for the  national
assessments as well as the guidelines to be
followed were agreed upon.

Each of the sub-regional organizations (AMU,
E CO WAS/CIL S S, ECCAS, CO ME SA/IGAD
and SADC) will lead the  process in their
respec tive sub-regions, and will work closely
with OAU, UNECA, UNEP, UNDP and ADB
in carrying out the assessments.  Draft Terms
of Reference were  prepared.  E ach sub-
regional organization would hire a consultant
to coordinate the prepara tory processes, and
the preparation and finaliza tion of the  sub-
regional reports in particular; in consultation
with the  Expanded Joint Secre tariat.   A lead
consultant,  to be  loca ted in UNEP/ROA,
would be hired to coordinate the exercise.

Other issues discussed during this meeting
w ere  : Resou rce  Mo biliza tio n,
Documentation, the Struc ture of the African
Common Position and Communica tion.

Mr. Sekou Touré, Director o f UNEP Regional  Office for Africa (ROA) greet ing
Mr. Abdoulaye Wade, President  of Senegal
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Global 500 Award

NE P has a number of Awards that
are issued each year to individuals
and organiza tions that demonstra teU

a high level of environmental stewardship
towards sustainable development.  One of
these  Awards, the Global 500 Roll of Honour
was launched in 1987. This Award is granted
to individua ls (Ad ults and You ths) and
organiza tions for outstanding achievement
in the protection of the environment. The
Global  Award has grown over the years and
attrac ted significant inte rnational public  and
politica l appeal. Since its inception 634
individua ls and organiza tions have  been
honoured under the adult category.

O ut of the twelve  fina lists for the  2001
G lo b a l 5 0 0 Aw ard s u n der  th e  Adult
Category,  ROA is pleased to announce  that
Dr. Frederick Gikandi of Kenya has been
se lec ted. Dr. Gikandi has demonstra ted
beyond doubt through his activities in a land
rec lamation pro jec t tha t he  is a  worthy
can didate for the Award.  For the past 13
years has, on a volunteer basis, and a t a
perso na l cost o f U S$20 0,0 00 , h e  has
undertaken activities to reclaim a large and
neglec ted quarry in Kenya’s coastal city,
Mombasa.  This has saved the surrounding
urban neighbourhoods from the effects of
air pollution from decomposing refuse that
the  munic ipa lity intended to dump there.
The  Indian O cean’s coasta l and marine
ecosystems would have been polluted.  With
no training in the field of the environment
and sometimes aga inst grea t odd s, Dr.
Gikandi has rehabilita ted the  quarry by
planting trees and ra ising environmental

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDSSteps and Timeframe for Regional
Preparatory Meetings

A UN/ DESA Africa Round Table of
Eminent Persons was he ld in Cairo
from 25 -27 J une, 2001
____________________________________

Meeting of the Southern African
Region

Date :  3-5 September 2001
Venue  : Gaborone
Lead Institution : SADC
____________________________________

Meeting of the North African
Region

Date  :  5-7 September 2001
Venue   : Tunis
Lead Institution  :  AMU
____________________________________

Meeting of the Eastern African
Region

Date  :  10-12 September 2001
Venue   :  Djibouti
Lead Institution  :  IGAD
____________________________________

Meeting of the Central African
Region

Date  :  17-19 September 2001
Venue  :  Libreville
Lead Institution  :  ECCAS
____________________________________

Meeting of the West African
Region

Date  :  24-26 September 2001
Venue   :  Abuja
Lead Institution  :  ECOWAS
____________________________________

High L evel Preparatory Meeting

Date  :  15-18 October 2001
Venue   :  To be advised
Convenor  : The Expanded J oint

Secreta riat
____________________________________

aw areness th rou gh  a  camp aign .  Ten
different tribesmen have  replicated the ir
home there and it is now an eco-cultural
tourist village named Ngomongo.   It is
serving as a model for other urban and non-
urban communities, which are a ffected by
degraded lands.

His work will hopefully be  replicated in
many parts of the world to improve  the  lives
of many people.

Und er the  Glob a l 500  Youth ca tegory,
established following the Rio Earth Summit,
two organiza tions have been nomina ted out
of the six finalists and these a re:

1) Evergreen Club of Ghana

Fo u n ded  in  19 8 7, as a  vo lu nta ry
children’s club whose aim is to beautify
school compounds, E CO G is now a
na tion a l NGO  working w ith you th
groups and children for environmental
p rotec tio n .  E CO G  has b een an d
continues to be involved in a myriad of
ac tivities rela ted to the  environment.
ECOG was involved  in the prepara tion
of Ghana’s environmenta l plan of ac tion
(1991 and 1994), and organized the first
National youth and Children’s Forum on
E n viron ment fo r th e  E ar th Su mmit
(1992).  They have  been involved in
fo rest issu es an d  p rojec ts an d
partic ipa ted in the  Africa  Regiona l
Meeting of the World Commission on
Forests and Susta inable Development in
Cameroon and the Youth Forum at the

Dr. Frederick Gikandi Tour ists visit  N gomongo Vil lage
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS

Inte rna tiona l Conference on Climate
Change  in The Hague.  The organization
a lso  p u blish es E vergreen  N ew s, a
n ew sle tte r  on  enviro nmen t an d
sustainable development.  ECOG won
the National Forestry Week competition
in 1996.

2) K hohlo oa Matho lo ana and L iko bo
Herdboys of L esotho

These are  a group of herders in village
communities in Thupa-Kubu District of
Lesotho.  Their involvement in natural
resource management has come about
as a result of their concern over the
limited supply of forage in grazing
areas in their villages, which has
resulted in poor livestock yie lds.  They
h ave  car r ied o ut so il an d  w ater
conservation measures, they keep bees
for honey, they have  prepared 7,000
holes to plant trees for fue lwood and
shade, and, to-date, have managed to
plant 1,300 seedlings.  They built a dam
to water their livestock and for irriga tion.
They motiva ted herders from 21 villages
to do the  same and this has brought
about a togetherness that was lacking in
the past; reducing trespassing on pasture-
land, quarrels over communal graz ing
areas, and the burning of village graz ing
spaces.

Th ese  tw o organ iza tio n s h ave
championed the cause  of environmental
protec tion a t nationa l leve l and thus
deserve  the recognition of UNEP.

It is the  visio n o f RO A th a t Africa
continues to promote  the  work of UNE P
by supporting and recogniz ing e fforts by
individuals and organiza tions towards
sustainable development.

ROA wishes to take this opportunity to
congra tu la te  a ll the  winners of the
Glob a l 5 00 Award w or ldw ide  an d
espec ially the three recipients for 2001
from Africa.

Reclaiming the quarry

The lush vegetat ion now growing on the si te

LAYING THE  F OUNDATION F OR SUSTAINABLE  A FRICAN DEV EL OPMENT IN TH E 2 1ST CENTURY

The choice  of “Support to Africa” as an area of concentration by  UNE P is built on an apprec iation of the  natural potential of
the continent, the challenges and opportunities which its development process presents and the foundation of partnerships.

UNEP has focused on the  overall env ironmental policy context and empowered the African governments, the business sector
and grassroots communities to participate in global multilateral negotiations to ensure that the African perspective is taken
into account. Regional and sub-regional dialogue on current and emerging env ironmental issues has been encouraged. This

has lead to a substantive increase of UNEP projects in Africa and an ongoing reorganization of the Regional Office for Africa.
A new senior liaison post has been established in Addis Ababa to liaise with the  O rganization of African Unity and the

Eco nomic Commission for Africa.

From UN EP Annual Report 2000
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CONNECT WITH THE WORLD WEB OF LIFE

World Environment Day

orld Environment Day (WED) was
established by the United Nations
General Assembly in 1972 to markW

the opening of the S tockholm Conference
on the Human E nvironment. Considered by
many to be the most important event on the
environmenta l calendar, WE D is celebra ted
every year on 5 J une  in more  than 100
countries around the world. It is one of the
principal vehicles through which the  United
Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of
the  environment and enhances political
attention and action.

WE D is a  peop le’s event with colorful
ac tivities such as stree t ra llies, bicyc le
parad es, green concerts, essays and poster

competitions in schools, tree  planting, as
well as recycling and clean-up campaigns.
WE D is a lso a  multi-media  event which
inspires thousands of journalists to write  and
report enthusiastically and critically on the
environ ment. It is a  visua l even t with
te levision documentaries, photo exhibits,
displays and event websites, as  well as an
intellectual event for those  who organize
and partic ipa te in seminars, roundtable
meetings and symposia.

Each year, UNEP, selects a c ity as the  main
venue for the inte rnational celebrations. This
year, for the first time , this special event took
place in two cities, namely Torino, Ita ly  and
Havana , Cub a . In add ition there  were

significant links to H ue , Vie tnam an d
Nairobi, Kenya . This year ’s theme,  “Connect
with the World Wide Web of Life”, reflec ted
th e  n eed to  make  th e  co n nec tio n , in
whatever way we can, between ourselves
and all life  on Earth. The four cities a ll linked
the ir loca l activities, using both modern
technology and traditional means.

ROA is also working with the World Space
Fo u n datio n  an d h o p es to  ease
communica tion amongst countries in the
region especially for events such as WED.
A simple  rece iver, plus a PC adapter, enables
users to download websites via  radio in
remote areas where  telephone  connections
may be  unavailable or problematic. As an

Outfit  made from
scratch cards of
mobile phones

by
Garan de Mob idr

The MC for the
Plast ic Fantastic
wears a coat
made from old
denim by
Penny Winter

Bustier made
from inner tubes
of tyres by
Penny Winter

Kenya’s model  to
the M -Net Face

of A frica wearing
a dress made of
plast ic bags  by

Kiko Romeo

Water hyacinth
harvesters
in act ion
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CONNECT WITH THE WORLD WEB OF LIFE

affordable alternative to conventional dial-
up Inte rnet access, this offe rs grea t potential
fo r  mo re  e ffec tive ly  d issemin a tin g
information in the African region.

As part of the global celebra tions to mark
WE D, UNEP’s Regiona l Office for Africa
(ROA) launched a  vigorous community-
based, multi-media  campaign to raise public
awareness within the African Region. Most
countries in the region planned and carried
o u t th e ir o w n n a tio na l ac tivities an d
celebrations. A particular focus however was
on Nairobi, as it was not only one of the
four c ities worldwid e  in which spec ia l
celebrations took place but also hosted the
national event.  The media  response was

highly encouraging with the  event be ing
prominently featured on both the loca l and
international media.

During the week long series of activities to
mark WE D, some of K enya’s top fashion
models, sporting outfits made  from recyc led
materials took to the  ca twalk on the  evening
of 4 J une 2001 at the Holiday Inn Hotel,
Nairobi. The main a im of the event entitled
“PlasticFan tastic”, was to raise awareness,
in a  fun  and  provo ca tive  way, on  the
income-genera ting potential for recycling
and reusing waste.

Activities in the  c ity were  carried out
throughout the week from 2 - 9 J une with

20 c lean up sites involving thousands of
Nairobi residents. The main site of the event
was the Sa iling Club next to Nairobi Dam
where  teams of partic ipants competed to
remove  water hyac inth from the  dam. The
aim of this enterta ining event was to show
the possibility of manual removal of the plant
as p art of an  in tegra ted  app ro ach to
controlling the  water hyacinth infestation. It
also demonstrated tha t it can be used for
income generating activities. Products, with
a marke t potentia l, were on display at the site.

During this week, Nairobians showed their
co mmitmen t to  th e  en viro nmen t an d
connection with the  World Wide  Web of
Life.

Skirt made from
banana bark by
Penny Winter

Trousers made
from sackcloth

by Kiko  Romeo

Garment made
from straws and
plast ic bags  by
Aisha Kasonga

Cocktail d ress
made from

surgical gloves
by Alix Crouze

Teams of
volunteers
compete to
harvest water
hyacin th at the
Nairob i Dam
during World
Environment Day
Week
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BIOGRAPHIES

ROA Staff Profiles

SEK OU TOURÉ
DIRECTOR

A national of Côte d’lvoire, Mr. Sekou Touré
hold s a  Ph.D . in Civil E ngin eer ing,
specializing in Environmental Engineering
from the  University of New Hampshire ,
Durham, NH in the USA. He brings about
twenty years of professiona l, academic ,
administrative political experience to UNEP.

He has held several important positions in the
Government of Côte d’lvoire. Among others
he was High Commissioner for Hydraulics,
Special Advisor to the State Minister in charge
of Development Planning and Special Advisor
to the  Prime Ministe r.  He has provided
extensive  techn ica l assistan ce  to th e
Government of Côte  d’Ivoire on a wide range
of environmental issues, projec ts, tra ining,
and on matters re la ted to inte rna tiona l
negotia tions. Mr. Touré brings also severa l
years of research and teaching experience  in
the USA (University of Cincinnati,  Cincinnati,
O hio, U niversity of New H ampshire ,
Durham, NH) and in Côte d’Ivoire (Ecole
Nationale Supérieure  des Travaux Publics,
now Institut Polytechnique Félix Houphouet
Boigny, Yamoussoukro, Université d’Abobo
Adjamé).

He  has con du cted severa l major
environmen ta l re la ted projec ts
(environmenta l ac tion plan of Côte d’Ivoire,
c limate  change , waste  man agement,
hydraulics engineering, water resources),
made  more  than  twenty sc ientific  and
technica l publications and is an editor of a
scientific journal and a book.

Mr. Touré’s inte rnational experience includes
contribution to the work of the IPCC, UNEP,
Habita t,  the  Wor ld Bank, the  Afr ican
Development Ban k, region a l expertise
deve lopment and consulta tions for severa l
well established institutions. He  is a  Member
or Chairman of numerous organiza tions
involved in environmental management, has
chaired severa l important African and global
technica l environmental gatherings. Mr. Touré
is well known for his advocay role in the
community of NG0s in Africa. Among others,
he  is th e  Ch airman of the  E xecutive
Committee  of the Board of Directors of the

His recent pursuits have included issues
re lated to linkages between environmental
issues at the  sc ientific  level and how this
coul d in form th e  var ious Mu ltila te ra l
E nvironmenta l Agreements in exploiting
id en tifi ed  syn ergies in  th e ir
implementa tion at various leve ls.

R UNGANO P.
K AR IMANZIRA
AMCE N S ECR ETARY

Rungano K arimanzira  is a  Zimbabwean
N ati o n a l  w h o  h o ld s B Sc  an d  MS c
degrees in Applied Mathematics (UK ), a
post gradua te  Diploma in Meteoro logy
(Austra lia ) and curren tly reading for  an
MBA (U niversity of Zimbab we, 1 99 9-
200 1).  Ms. K arimanzira  se rved un der
th e  G o vern m en t o f Zi mb ab w e’s
Meteorological Department from 1980 to
da te  and rose  throu gh the  ranks to the
position of Direc tor  in November 2000.

Ms. K ar iman zira  h as se rved  in  man y
inte rna tiona l negotia tions p erta ining to
the  protec tion of the  environment. She
was Zimbabwe’s prin c ipa l negotia tor for
the  Agenda  21 Climate  Chapter durin g
the  R io prepara tory pro cess towards the
E arth Summit. In addition, she  se rved as
Vice  Chairman of the  IPCC fro m 198 8 to
1992  a lso se rving as the  co-cha ir o f the
sub-group o n Forestry, Agriculture  and
O ther Human Activities. She  organized
and ho sted the  IPCC E ighth Session in
Harare . She  was e lected to the  Bureau
of th e  INC fro m its tenth  session and
served as the  rappo rteur of the  CO P1 of
th e  U N FCCC.  Sh e  was th e  sp ec ia l
advisor to the  President of the  UNFCCC
d u rin g CO P2 an d  th e  in te r- sessio n a l
period  (1996 -19 97).

Ms. K arimanzira  has contributed to the
broader understanding of c limate and its
impacts particularly in Africa. In that regard
she  has co ntr ibuted  a  lot thro ugh her
publica tions in many na tiona l, regiona l
and inte rna tiona l bulletins.

F rom 1998-199 9, she  was appointed to
serve  o n  th e  U n ited  N atio ns ID N D R
Scientific  and Technica l Committee  that
prepared the future direction of this process
beyond the  decade (1989-1999) towards
su sta in ab le  man agemen t o f n a tu ra l
disasters for a ll na tions.

Ms. K ar iman zi ra ’s co n tr ib u tio n  an d
advocacy in the  area  of environmenta l
protec tion has therefore  been registe red
a t inte rna tion a l, regiona l and  na tion a l
leve ls.

Network for Environment and Sustainable
Development in Africa  (NESDA).

ALEXANDER LICHINA
ALUSA
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Mr. Alusa , a na tiona l of K enya , holds a
Bache lor of Sc ience  degree  in Mathematics
from O regon S tate  University, USA and an
MSc. d egree  in  Atmosp her ic  Sc ien ce
(Cloud and Prec ipitation Physics) from the
S tate  University of New York in Albany,
N.Y., USA.

He comes to the  Regiona l Office  for Africa
from UNE P’s Division of E nvironmental
Conventions where he  was Chief of the
Atmo sp h ere  U n it resp o n sib le  fo r
Atmosph ere  re la ted Con ventions - the
Mo n trea l Pro to co l, Climate  an d
Desertifica tion Conventions.  His work has
centred on Climate  Impac ts Assessment
an d  Resp o n se  S tra tegi es to  red u ce
vulnerability.

Before  joining UNEP in 1989, Mr. Alusa
h ad  h e ld  sen io r  p o sit io n s in  th e
Government of Kenya , first as Direc tor of
Meteorologica l Se rvices, then as Deputy
Permanent Secre ta ry in the  Ministries of
Tran sp or t an d  Co mmun ica tio n s, an d
E nvironment and Natura l Resources.  He
was for many years K enya Government’s
princ ipa l de lega te  to various organs of the
Wo r ld  Meteo ro lo gica l O rgan iz a tio n
(WMO) and was a  member of the  Executive
Council of WMO , Vice  President of the
W MO  Commissi o n  fo r  Atmo sp h er ic
Sc iences, and a  member o f the  WMO
Working Grou p on  Clo ud Physics and
Weath er  Mo d ifica tio n .  He  h as b een
K enya’s de lega te  to UNE P Go verning
Council in the past.

Mr. Alusa  has published extensively in the
field of meteorology and environment and
rece ived the  WMO  Research Award for
Young Sc ientists in 1978 for his paper titled
“Th e  Ro le  o f D ro p  Breaku p  in  th e
D evelo p men t o f Ra in d rop -S ize
Distributions”.

His interna tiona l experience  has inc luded
representing UNEP in negotiations of the
Intergovernmenta l Negotia ting Committee
for the  Climate  Convention, and later in
the  various meetings of the  Subsidia ry
Bodies and Conferences of the  Parties of
the  ra tified Climate  Convention, WMO
Con gress and E xecutive  Cou ncils,  and
Commission for Susta inable Development.
He  has been UNE P’s Task Manager for
Chapter 9 of Agenda  21 on Atmosphere.
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REGIONAL OFFICE FOR  AFRICA

HAMED HAIDARA
PROGRAMME
DEVELOPMENT OFF ICER

A national of Mauritania , Mr. Hamed Haidara
has recently joined the  Regional O ffice  on 1
February 2001, coming from UNEP’s Division
of Regiona l Cooperation where he was in
charge of the Division’s coordination activities
in the  Africa  and West Asia Regions. Mr.
Haidara’s assignment to ROA is in line  with
the  Executive Direc tor’s e fforts to further
strengthen the office .  He will be dealing with
programme and project development, follow-
up/reporting as well as contributing the
resource  mobiliza tion e fforts for RO A’s
activities.

While working with UNEP from 1992 to
present, Mr. Haidara held severa l positions
dealing with technical cooperation, resource
mobilization, and programme coordination.
He has also previously worked with the United
Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)
where he was in charge of the International
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
projects in Rwanda, Burundi, Comoros and
Lesotho.  Prior to working with UNEP, Mr.
Haidara worked for several years at the fie ld
and senio r leve ls on environ menta l
management - particula rly forestry and
desertifica tion control - with the Ministry of
E nvironment and Rura l Development of
Mauritania.  He is the past Chairman of the
Mauritania National Committee on the United
Nations Conference  on Environment and
Development (UNCED) tha t prepared his
country’s report for the 1992 Rio Summit.

Mr. Haidara holds a  Maste r of Science degree
in agricultural and resource economics with
additio na l tra inin g in fo restry and
development studies.

JÉRÉMY  BOUBIÉ BAZYÉ
REGIONAL NETWORK
COORDINATOR,
ODSONET/ AF (Ozone
Officers Network for
Africa)

Mr. J é rémy Boubié  Bazyé  a  na tiona l of
Burkina-Faso hold s a  B Sc  degree  in
Environmental Engineering from University of
Savoie (Chambéry, France) and a MSc degree
in Environmental Engineering from University
of Jussieu (Paris7, France).  He also acquired
a post-graduate  certifica te in Environmental
Management from the International Academy
for the E nvironment (Geneva , Switzerland).

Mr. Bazyé  jo ined  UN E P O zo nAction
Programme in 1996 and was posted to the
Regiona l O ffice  for Africa as a regiona l

coordinator for the ODS Officers Network for
the Africa  region in 1996 (O DSONET/AF).

Before  joining UNE P Mr. Bazyé  held the
position of Director of Pollution and Nuisance
Control in the Ministry of Environment of
Burkina-Faso.  He a lso held the function of
ODS Officer for his country.  He played an
active  role in the deve lopment of a national
policy for pollution control and sanita tion,
and was the  na tio na l coo rdina tor  fo r
prepara tion of the Country Programme of
Burkina-Faso for the implementa tion of the
Montreal Protocol.  Among other functions,
he was the  secretary of the committee that
prepared the Environmenta l Code of Burkina-
Faso (law).

Mr. Bazyé  was a key member of delegation
of Burkina-Faso in the negotia tions prior and
during the Earth Summit (UNCED) held in Rio
in 1992 and ac tively participa ted in the
prepara tion o f the  African Position  on
sustainable development.  He participated in
various meetings of parties to the  Montreal
Protoco l and represented th e  Afr ican
countries in the  Implementation Committee
of the Protocol in 1994 and 1995.

His activities as Regional Network Coordinator
in UNEP include fac ilita ting exchange  of
experience among Ozone Officers in the Africa
region through the organiza tion of regular
meetings of the network and other regional
and subregional workshops on the phase-out
of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS) and
also through the  internet (E-forum for Ozone
Officers).  He facilita tes bilateral consultations
between O DS Officers and Implementing
Agencies of the Montreal Protocol (UNEP/
DTIE, UNDP, UNIDO and the World Bank).
O n a  da ily b asis, he  assists in  the
implementa tio n o f UN E P O zo nAction
Programme in Africa  and advises African
countries on the  implementation of their
country programmes for O DS phase-out
under the Montreal Protocol.

VALERIE  ANN FR ASER
LEAKE Y COOR DINATOR
NAIROBI R IVER BASIN
PROJECT

A native Scot, Valerie Ann Fraser Leakey has
been a citizen of Kenya for the last thirty years.
In the early years she was involved in teaching
and research in oral tradition at the University
of Nairobi, set up a travel business with the
sole  purpose of visiting other parts of Africa
and taught at a loca l school.

Late r her work took her to Olduvai Gorge near
Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania, to assist with a
project funded by the National Geographic
Society. After tha t she lived with her husband

in a remote  part of Kenya, near Lake Natron,
where she  helped to establish a  horticultural
farm based on an ancient Sonjo irrigation
system. It was here tha t they brought up the ir
first daughter, born in 1974. The ir other
daughters were  born in 1978 and 1983.

Over a period of time she was involved in
volun ta ry work with the  schoo ls and
communities in Langata, Nairobi. This was
to stand her in good stead for the work to
follow. A graduate of Edinburgh University
with an MA in Psychology and Philosophy
and a  teaching qua lification from Moray
House  College  of E duca tion, Edinburgh,
Valerie  Leakey combined her interest in the
community an d environ ment with  her
education training.  This enabled her to work
in the following a reas over a period of almost
ten years:- on the  Public  Forum on the
E nvironment (O E D, UNE P); on tra ining
workshops (Research and Training Division
UNCHS); on deve loping a  programme for
the  dissemina tion of environmenta l and
health materials (Environmental Education
and Training Unit,  EETU, UNEP); on initiating
and coordinating the Outreach Project with
Television Trust for the E nvironment (TVE),
World Wildlife  Fund (WWF), New York
University;  and the  Information and Public
Affa irs Division ( IPA, UNEP) followed by an
inte rim period working in the  same division
on World E nvironment Day (WED).

In the mid-nineties, a growing interest in micro-
enterprise led to the establishment of income-
generating projects advocating the eco-friendly
use of forest and wetland products training
many loca l artisans to establish their own
businesses using natural African raw materials.

Valerie  Leakey’s current responsibilities as a
Programme Officer with the Regional Office
for Africa, UNE P focus on deve loping a
stra tegy and ac tion plan whereby UNEP can
provide  tech nica l assistan ce  to th e
Government of Kenya to support susta inable
management of the Nairobi River Basin. Areas
be ing tackled a re  pollu tion,  waste
management, urban greening, community
par tic ipa tion , pu blic  awareness and
legislation.  She has been working on Phase
One of the Nairobi River Basin Project and
public  awareness events, such as World
Environment Day and Clean up the World,
for the past two years. As coordina tor of the
project for 200I-2, she is working on Phase
Two, involving a section of the Mtoine /Ngong
River and the Nairobi Dam. This will include
pub lic  awareness ac tivities, educa tion
programmes, dissemina tion of information,
waste  management projec ts, demonstration
of methodologies to address water pollution
and c rea ting income -genera ting
opp or tun ities in  th e  info rmal urban
settlements a long that part of the river basin.
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THE NAIROBI DAM INITIATIVE

The
Nairobi River Basin
Project

n  Feb rua ry  2001 ,  Pha se II o f the
N a irob i  Rive r Ba sin  Pro je c t  w as
launched  by UNEP’s Regional Offic eI

fo r Africa under the Pro ject Title o f ‘The Nairob i
D am In it iat ive’.

Phase I,  wh ich  ended  in  2000 , included  a
si tuat ion  assessme n t  demonstrat ing alarming
le vels  o f po l lu t ion  th roughou t  N a irob i’s
rive rs .  Th is  pu ts  eno rmous  s tre ss  on  the
a qua tic  e c osys t e m s  a nd  ha s  d ir e c t
imp licat ions fo r the heal th  and  w ellbeing o f
the residen ts o f N airob i  as w ell  as  fo r al l  th e
commun it ies dow nstream o f the N airob i and
Ath i river bas in s to w h ich  this w ater system
flow s.

The  Government of K enya , realiz ing the
magnitude  of the  problem facing it due
to  u n co n tro ll ed  s e t tle men t s w h i ch
continue  to exist and expand a long the
r ive rs, t h e  u n ab a ted  d u mp in g o f
unwanted substances (liquid and solids)
into the  rivers and the  weakness in law
enforcement agenc ies to curb the  above ,
h as emb a rked  o n  var io u s o u trea ch
cam p aig n in g s tra t egi es  to  c re a te
awareness on environmenta l degrada tion
of the  river b asin.  At po licy leve l, K enya
has enac ted sectora l legisla tion inc luding
the  adoption of the  199 9 E nvironmenta l
Management and Coord ina tion Act.

U N E P, in  turn, p romo ted th e  N airo bi
Initia tive , sta rted in April 199 9 with the
a im o f ad d ressin g p ro blems su ch  as
p o llutio n , w aste  man agemen t, u rb an
green in g,  co mmu n ity p ar tic ip a ti o n ,
pub lic  awareness and legisla tion. Th is
initia tive  evolved into the  Nairobi R iver
Basin  Pro jec t,  fo cusin g o n th e  ab ove
e lements as they re la te  to the  main rivers
co mp r isin g th e  N airo b i R iver  Basin
(Nairobi, N gong/Mo toine  and  Mathare
Rivers).

Phase I o f the p ro ject  invo lved  no t  on ly a
si tuat ion  assessme n t  o f po llu tion bu t also  the
de ve lopmen t o f c ommun ity  ou tre a ch  and

educat ion  p rogramme s to  enab le capac i ty
bu ild ing amongs t  stake ho lders.  Sustainab le
manageme n t o f the river basin  w as add ressed
th rough  educat ion  p rogrammes,  de velop ing
an  Environmen tal  Manage men t In fo rmation
Sys tem (EMIS) and  p romo ting aw are ness  o f
ava i lab le legal  mechan isms .

Specific ally, the ou tputs o f Phase I included :
• A  da tabase  w ith  socio -e conomic  and

environmental in fo rmation  on  the Nairob i
River Bas in

• Environmen tal  Manageme n t In fo rmation
System (EMIS) fo r computerized  mapp ing

• A nalysis and  assessmen t o f po llu tion  levels
at 24  sampling po in ts th roughou t the river
basin

• A  review  o f pollu tion  con tro l legislation
ide n tify ing  po licy  gaps in  re la t ion  to
susta inab le manage men t o f the N airob i
rivers

• A  report on  p revious experience s from
community ac tivi ties  in  the riv er basin

• Outre ac h  and  e duc a tion  a id s  fo r
community capacity bu ild ing

• R e ports  on  s tak e ho lde rs  w ork shop ,
reporting w orkshop , and education  and
train ing workshop

• Promotional package includ ing b rochures,
posters,  new slet ters,  etc.  as w ell  as an
enhanced CD

• “Pro file o f a River” photographic exh ib ition
• Wide  me d ia c ove rage  o f  the  p ro jec t ,

especially  pub licity even ts such  as parades,
clean -ups, sporting e ven ts,  competit ions,
concerts, exh ib itions

Work has now begun on Phase  II of the
project – The Nairobi Dam Initiative.  This
focuses on a  sec tion of the  river basin
upstream of Nairobi Dam on the Motoine/
N go n g River, th e  Dam itse lf,  an d
downstream to the  confluence with the Athi

River. The a im of this phase is not only to
address the problem of pollution in Nairobi’s
rivers bu t to put in p lace  co mmunity
education and information programmes to
en ab le  cap ac ity b u ild in g amo n gst
stakeholders.

Six p ro ject componen ts are p roposed  with  the
main  aims o f show ing the value o f p roper
san ita tion  and  waste managemen t p ractices ,
demonstrating the u tili ty o f wetlands systems in
improv ing  the  qua li ty o f impa cted  w a ter
sy s tems ,  a nd  p romo ting  c omm un ity
invo lvemen t in safeguard ing and mon ito ring the
river basin  as a vi tal resou rce.

The  objec tives of Phase II are , firstly, to
improve  the  health and wellbeing of the
residents of the Nairobi River Basin, and in
particular in the  Motoine /Ngong River area,
by increasing the ava ilability and quality of
the  water supply ente ring and emanating
from the Nairobi Dam to the communities
downstream.  Furthermore , the  va lue  of
proper sanita tion and waste  management
p rac tices w ill b e  d emon stra ted  in  a
community pilot projec t upstream of the
Nairobi Dam, while  other demonstra tion
pro jec ts a im to show  the  po tentia l of
artificially constructed wetlands for reusing
water and improving the quality of polluted
water systems.  Promo ting commun ity
involvement and  pro viding tra ining in
safeguarding and monitoring the  Nairobi
rivers as a  vital resource remains key to the
success of this phase.

Funding for Phase II has been secured from
donor agencies inc luding the  GEF  Small
Grants Programme (UNDP), the  Belgian
Government, the French Government and
other agenc ies. On the 11 and 12 of April
2 0 01 , rep resen ta tives o f th e  Be l gian
Government visited proposed project sites
with Valerie Leakey, the  Project Coordinator.

The th ird and final phase o f the Nairobi River
Basin  Pro ject is schedu led  to  begin  in  2003 .
Rep licat ing success fu l s trategies  iden tified
th rough  the demonstration  and p ilo t p ro jects o f
Phase II on  a la rger scale,  th is phase wil l cover
the entire river basin area and, it is hoped , insp ire
similar p rojects th roughout Africa and the world .

Fu rther in formation  and details may be obtained
from the p roject website, www.unep.o rg/ROA/
Nairob i_River, o r from the Regional Office  fo r
Africa, U NEP.
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