Mr. Klaus Topfer

atan opportune timein the history of

the environmental movement inAfrica.
Itisacrucial moment because the first flush of
the preparations for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in
2002 is nearing its completion. It is a critical
moment because we must begin to view the
achievements in our quest for sustainable
development since the Earth Summitin 1992 and
the chal lenges such an analys s poses aswell as
the opportunitiesit offers. Clearly, there isaneed
for well deliberated action in support of social
and political, as well as economic changes -
changes that can transform a dreaded
anticipation of an ecological disaster into a
constructive reality.

?-'T his issue of the ROA news comes out

Thisis also an opporune time to ask some
searching questions. How have the ecological
concerns evolved in Africa during the last
decade? What | essons have been | earnt? D oes
Africa face certain special structural problems
that have not been properly addressed? Could
the process of formulating and implementing
environmental strategies be improved? What are
the environmental prospects for the next
generation in Africa? And more fundamentally,
does a long-term environmental vision that is
both achievabl e and credible exist?

The imperative need to move from “words to
“action” does not in any way reduce the
importance of “words’. Programmes of action -
for sustainable development - can only succeed
if they arise out of consensus. And consensusis
not easly achieved. But | am hopeful that
Governmentsaswel | asother stakeholderswill
take full advantage of Africa's preparatory
process for the Johannesburg Summit. We must
collectively provide significant support to ensure
the region’s perspectives are carefully crafted and
integrated into the subregional and regional

Message from the UNEP
Executive Director

assessment reports to be prepared by the series
of preparatory meetings planned for the last
quarter of 2001.

Particular attention must be focused on one key
output of the preparatory process, the African
Common Postion, a political statement which
will be the guiding principle for putting Africa
back on the sustainable development path.

The message remains that Africa must take a
decisive role in determining its future
development paradigm that will place
environmental consideration and sustainability
high on the agenda for socio-economic
development. In thisregard, UNEP has taken note
of the initiative of African heads of Sate led by
the Presidents of South Africa (T. Mbeki), Nigeria
(Gen. Obasanjo), Algeria (A.A. Bouteflika) and
Senegal (Maitre Abdoulaye Wade), towards
African Recovery in the 218t century. This
initiative, which was di scussed at the last Session
of the OAU in Lusaka, is an encouraging
development which must be supported, asthisis
aninitiative conceived, led and spearheaded by
Africans themselves.

This message was clearly articulated by the
United Nations Secretary General during the
recent meeting of the Admini strative Coordination
Committee (ACC) in Nairobi. Inorder to facilitate
the implementation of the plan, UNEP stands
ready to provide the requi site assi stance through
the Framework of the African Ministerial
Conference on Environment (AMCEN).

The 21% Century is of particular significance to
Africa. First, devel opment programs must reflect
the intersection between environment,
development and poverty reduction. Secondly,
opportunities must be exploited to efficiently
utilize the finite natural resources to the best
advantage of the African economies. Thirdly,
recognition must be given to apparently small but
significant steps at local level towards achieving
sustainable devel opment. Fnally, we must avoid
duplication of efforts and wastage of resources.
All partners, including Multi lateral Environmental
Conventi on Secretariats and other UN programs,
are encouraged to work closely with UNER We
should draw on the orientati ons prepared within
the framework of the AMCEN Programme of
Action and GC.21 decisions, especial ly Decison
21/15 on Support to Africa for effective and
efficient implementation of sustainable
development programsin Africa. L J
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| mplementation

of

Governing Coundil
decisions

r he 21% meeting of the Governing
T Council of UNEP made many
decisions that touched on Africa
Implementation of these decisionsis aUNEP
corporate responsibility. However, the
Regional Office for Africa (ROA) has a
particular niche in some of them, but an
overarching interestin al of them regardless
of the divison charged with the principal
responsibility of implementing them. The
following are the actions proposed to be
carried out in collaboration with other
divisonsand organizationsin implementing
the GC decisions

The major GC decision is one related to
Support to Africa, namely, GC.21/15.

Thekey activities by ROA in furtherance of
this decision will revolve around regional
conaultative process towardsthe preparation
of a report for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (WSSD) in South
Africa in 2002. Five sub-regional
consultative meetings will be held in
September 2001, leading to a Regional
Minigerial Conference in October 2001.
The key outputs will be a report on the
activities carried out in theimplementation
in Africa of Agenda 21 since Rio Summit
and an African Common Position.
Additionally, ROA will address the isaue of
capacity buildingamong African negotiators
on issues related to climate change,
biodiversity, desertification, collaboration
with ACOPS in the promotion of the
protection of the African marine
environment, (decision GC.21/13), and
work closely with the Division of
Environmental Conventions (DEC) in
strengthening the Nairobi and Abidjan
Conventions and Action Plans. Activities
related to Support to Africa will a o include
the implementation of the AMCEN priority
activities as agreed in Abuja.

Other decisions taken for direct
implementation by Headquarters will be
carried out in close liaison with ROA.
Specifically, the ROA retreat will develop
drategic approaches in collaboration during
the implementation of these decisonsin
Africa. Conaltations in this regard have
begun and will be finalized during the
retreat. ¢

21ST MEETING

From left toright - Klaus Topfer (UNEPExecutive Director), President Daniel T. arap Moi,
Mr. David Anderson (President of the 21st Governing Council)

H.E. Mr. Mohamed Valli M oosa (Minister of Environmental Affairs &

“Environmental sustainability is everybody’'s challenge. But the heaviest
responsibility falls on you who have accepted positions of leader ship, whether
in politics, business or civil society”.

Mr. Kofi Annan, United NationsSecretary General to the 21st Session of the
Governing Council of UNEP.




The AMCEN Process

ABUJA

since the Eighth Session of Abuja

(May 2000 - March 2001)

ABUJA

he primary objective of AMCEN is
T to strengthen cooperation between
African Governmentsin economic,
technical and scientific activities for the
purpose of halting and reversing the
degradation of the African Environment.

The Eighth Session of AMCEN, held in
Abujain May 2000, in recognition of the
need for African Governmentsto bear the
primary responsibility for the means of
implementation of the AMCEN policy and
programme, decided to establish
conditions that would allow AMCEN to
succeed and develop a stronger identity.

The Abuja Sesson adopted decisions on
(1) policy and institutional changes (2)
medium-term programme and (3)
measures to bring about stability and
predictability in the financial base of the
Conference to enhance and vitalize
AMCEN.

The Meeting also structured AMCEN
along (1) a main Conference that meets
every two years, (2) an Inter-Agency
Technical Committee and (3) an Inter-
Sessional Ministerial Committee,
composed of a Bureau representing the
five sub-regions of Africa, that is North
(Tunisia), West (Ghana), Central (Congo),
East (Tanzania) and Southern Africa
(Malawi).

For the period 2000-2001, Nigeria chairs

AMCEN, with three vice-presidents
(South Africa, Morocco and Uganda) and
arapporteur (Cameroon). The 9" Session
of AMCEN will be held in Kampala,
Uganda in 2002. As a general rule, the
Inter-Sessgonal Committee (ISC) isto meet
once a year. The Inter-Agency Technical
Committee (IATC) meets atthe request of
the ISC or the AMCEN Secretariat.

On the issue of staffing for the AMCEN
Secretariat, the Senior Programme Officer
(Secretary-AMCEN) has been recruited
and has been on board since 1 April
2001. She (Ms. Rungano Karimanzira -
Zimbabwe) is being briefed on the status
of progress made since the Abuja
Meeting.

The Secretary - AMCEN is (1)undertaking
the preparation of funding proposals for
the implementation of the clusters of
AMCEN Medium-Term Programme for
2000-2004, and (2) proceeding with the
mobilization of resources, with AMCEN
member States, donors and the private
sector, for the replenishment of the
AMCEN Trust. The AMCEN Secretariat
will also be supporting the preparatory
process for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development (WSSD), to be
held in Johannesburg, South Africa in
2002, and will be looking for ways to
support the implementation of
Multilateral Environmental Agreementsin
the region.

1.

2.

The Bureau - President, three
Vice Presidents and aRapporteur
elected from the five African
subregions (North, South, Ead,
West and Central Africa). The
following are the elected
members of the Bureau for the
period 2000-2001: President -
Nigeria: Vice Presidents - South
Africa, Morocco, Uganda:

Rap porteur - Cameroon.

The Inter-sessional Committee
comprises the Bureau plus the

following:

Congo, United Republic of
Tanzania, Tunisia, Malawi and
Ghana (al so reflectinga
aregiona balance).

. An Inter Agency Technical

Commitee was established to
serve as a technical arm of the
Intersessonal Committeethatis
responsiblefor the devel opment
of key issuesfor congderation by
the AMCEN Session. The
members are drawn from experts
represented on the Inter-sess onal
Committee and representatives
from the five subregional
organizations, bodies (ECA,
OAU, AfDB) and five
representative NGOs from the

five subregions.



Report of the Meeting
between UNEP and the
Africa Diplomatic Corpsin
relation to the Regional
Officefor Africa

headquarters on 20" April, 2001

T under the chairmanship of
Mr. Shafgat K akakhel, the Deputy Executive
Director.

he meeting was held at UNEP

With regard to the Staffing of the Regiona
Office for Africa, Mr. Shafgat Kakakhel,
(Deputy Executive Director), informed the
Permanent Representatives on the progress
made todate in the recruitment of staff in
ROA, and in particular of Mr. Sekou Touré
of Cbte d’'lvoire who took office from
1 February 2001 as the new Director.
Mr. Touré assured the Permanent
Representatives of hisfull cooperation and
promised to build the necessary support for
the full and effective implementation of
environmental activitiesin Africaby working
very closely with them in Nairobi. Moreover,
he asaured the ADC that he would make
them fully aware of all developments that
will occur in his office to seek their advice
and guidance.

Mr. Kakakhel thanked the Permanent
Representatives for their support to UNEP
and to thenew team of the Regional Office
and assured them that the composition of
the RO A team will be more geographically
and gender balanced as more resources to
hire additional gaff isavailable. He further
assured the Permanent Representatives that
Mr. Touré and his gaff were at the disposal
of the Permanent Missions and that
Mr. Touré will attend the monthly UNEP/
Habitat meetings with the Permanent
Representatives to brief them regularly on
the progress made by ROA. Thereafter,
regular meetings would be convened to
facilitate the communication between the
Permanent Representatives and ROA.
Finally, ROA would publish a quarterly
bulletin ROANews) to further report on the
progress made in the implementation of
UNEP activities in Africa

On the Implementation of GC21
Decisions in Support to Africa, Mr.
Kakakhel informed the meeting that Mr.
Sekou Touré and his team are preparing
a work plan to implement all the GC 21
decisions focusing on the activities in
Africa. Inthisregard, ROA isplanning for
aretreat to review, with the support of all
UNEP's Divisions, the status of current
and future activities.

REGIONAL OFHFCE FOR AFRRICA

United NationsHeadquartersin Nairobi

Mr. Kakakhel informed the meeting of the
project proposal that has since received
support from donor governments to asss
the African negotiatorsto cometogether and
highlight the critical issues under
cond deration duringany of the forthcoming
COPs. Mr. Kakakh el added that it remained
the prerogative of each government,
however, to articulate their national
postionsafter receiving such an opportunity
to consult with other players within the

region.

The Director of the Divison of Regiona Co-
operation, UNEP, Ms. Cristina Boelcke
indicated that UNEP is finding positive
support to convene these consultative
processes and the cooperation with
Conventions' Secretariats is encouraging.
Efforts are being made to this end and
particularly within the framework of the
preparatory processfor the World Summiton
Sugainable Devel opment to be held in 2002
in South Africa. Ms Boelcke and Mr. Touré
informed the meeti ng that efforts will continue
to be made to improve the participation of
Africa atall environment rel ated fora.

Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, the Executive
Coordinator of UNEP/GEF informed the

meeting of therole that UNEP/GEF isplaying
in Africa, particularly in supporting land
degradation/desertification activities within
the Land and Water Initiative. He informed
the meeting that closeto two-thirds of UNEP/
GEF funding is alocated to implementing
projects in Africa, and particularly those
related to land, water and biodiversty.

On the Preparations for the World Summit
on Sustainable Development to be held in
South Africa in 2002, it is reported that
arrangements are underway to devel op the
Africa report and the Africa common
position. Consultations were planned for
sub-regional meetings leading to a High
Level meeting of Minigers before the end
of the year. A proposa to hold the High
level segment was madefor O ctober 2001.
Several donors had made commitments for
funding.

A brief report on the AMCEN Meetingheld
in New York earlier in the year was given.
Themain issues of discussion therewere: )
gender and subregional balance in the
recruitment of ROA staff, b) financial status
of the AMCEN Trust Fund and c) Africa’s
response to the US postion on the Kyoto
Protocol under the UNFCCC.



Africa’s Preparatory Process

for the2002 World Summit

on Sustainable Deve opment
launched in Dakar

2002 WORLD SUMMIT

Mr. Sekou Touré, Director of UNEP Regional Office for Africa (ROA) greeting
Mr. Abdoulaye Wade, President of Senegal

en years after Rio, the General
T Asembly of the United Nations has

decided to hold an Earth Summitin
South Africain 2002. In the course of the
preparations for this Summit, Africa has
launched its own process.

The main challenge of the 2002 Earth Summit
is to organize an effective and efficient
preparatory event of high political profile and
visbility. High quality and timely preparation
will be essentia to the success of the 2002
event. Effective preparation should gart from
a clear st of ideas about the goals and
subgantive focus of the 2002 Earth Summit
as well as the preparatory process

It should also be noted that the United Nations
Conference on Environment and
Development was convened in order to
discuss the central problemsthat every nation
and community faces i.e., how to cater for
human needsand how to improve the quality
of life of the millionswho endure poverty and
face uncertainty. General Assembly
resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989,
which convened the United Nations
Conference on Environment and
Development in 1992, emphasized that the
Conference had to embrace both the
environmental interests of developed
countriesand the developmental interests of
developing countries, and build an effective
bridge between the two. These
condderationsshould, inter-alia, inform and
inspire the ten-year review process in Africa.

Itisagainst thisbackground that the following

key seps have been/are being undertaken for
Africa’s Preparatory Process for the 2002
Summit.

A high-level stakeholders meeting on
sustainable development was held at the
United Nations Conference Centre in Addis
Ababa, from 17 to 19 January 2000. The
meeting wasconvened to st up apreparatory
process for the 2002 Earth Summit and the
modalities and means to organize Africa’s
preparations for the Summit. The Addis
Ababa meeting was attended by
repreentatives of OAU, ECA, UNER, the
African Centre for Meteorological
Applications to Development, the African
Centre of Technology Studies, the Regional
Training Centre for Agrometeorology and
Operational Hydrology andtheir Application,
AMU, Permanent Inter-state Committee on
Drought Control in the Sahel, COMESA, Earth
Council, Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations IGAD, International
Council for Local Environmental Initiatives,
Lake Chad Basin Commission, Ludewa
Development Foundation, Network for
Environment and Sudainable Development
in Africa, and SADC.

In order to facilitate a broad consultative
process, an ad hoc high-level sakeholders
meeting establi shed the African Forum for the
2002 Earth Summit (which is open-ended,
with its thirty members drawn from
representatives of regional economic
integration organizations, civil ociety, non-
governmental organizationsand other major
groups for each of the five African sub-

regions). Also, a supporting Expanded Joint
Secretariat was established to guide,
spearhead and support the overall preparatory
processin the region.

The first meeting of the Expanded Joint
Secretariat of the African Forum was held at
the Headquartersof the African Development
Bank, Abidjan, Cote d’lvoire, 19-21 June
2000. The members of the Secretariat that
participated in itwere ADB, AMU, COMESA,
ECCAS, IGAD, OAU, ECOWAS, SADC,
UNECA and UNEP the sub-regional and
regional preparatory meetings modality and
schedule for the national assessment; resource
mobilization strategy. The meeting, on the
above-mentioned bass drew up awork plan,
which was to be implemented subject to the
availability of resources

Itisagaing thisbackground that the Expanded
Joint Secretariat resolved to convene its
Second Meeting, in Dakar, Senegal, from 12-
13 March 2001. The UNDP Capacity 21
gracioudy agreed to hog the meetingand to
additionally cover the costs of several
participants as well asthe key resource
person.

The 2002 WSSD was launched and the
meeting chaired by His Excellency the
Presdent of the Republic of Senegal, Maitre
Abdoulaye Wade, who wasa member of the
Senega e Del egation to the 1992 Rio Earth
Summit.

An update of the Preparatory Process was
given by Mr. Ousmane Laye of the UNECA.
Ms Ndey Isatou Njie of UNDP Capacity 21
informed the meeting that UNDP was
assiging 25 African countriesin carrying out
their national preparatory processes.
Resources had yet to be raised for the
remaining 28. Planning for the nationa
assessments as well as the guidelines to be
followed were agreed upon.

Each of the sub-regional organizations(AMU,
ECOWAS/CILSS, ECCAS, COMESA/IGAD
and SADC) will lead the process in their
respecti ve sub-regions and will work closely
with OAU, UNECA, UNEP, UNDPand ADB
in carrying outthe assessments. Draft Terms
of Reference were prepared. Each sub-
regional organization would hire aconsultant
to coordinate the preparatory proceses and
the preparation and finaization of the sub-
regional reports in particul ar; in consultation
with the Expanded Joint Secretariat. A lead
consultant, to be located in UNEP/ROA,
would behired to coordinate the exercise.

Other issues discussed during this meeting
were Resource Mobilization,
Documentation, the Structure of the African
Common Postion and Communication.



A UN/DESA Africa Round Tabl e of
Eminent Personswas held in Cairo
from 25 -27 June, 2001

Meeting of the Southern African
Region

Date: 3-5 September 2001
Venue : Gaborone
Lead Institution : SADC

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD S

Global 500 Award

Meeting of the North African
Region

Date : 5-7 September 2001
Venue : Tunis
Lead Institution : AMU

Meeting of the Eastern African
Region

Date : 10-12 September 2001
Venue : Djibouti
Lead Institution : IGAD

Meeting of the Central African
Region

Date : 17-19 September 2001
Venue : Libreville

Lead Institution : ECCAS

Meeting of the West African
Region

Date : 24-26 September 2001
Venue : Abuja

Lead Institution : ECOWAS

High Level Preparatory Meeting

Date : 15-18 October 2001

Venue : To be advised

Convenor : The Expanded Joint
Secretanat

NEP has a number of Awards that
U are issued each year to individuals

and organizationsthat demonstrate
a high level of environmenta stewardship
towards sustainable development. One of
these Awards, the Global 500 Roll of Honour
waslaunched in 1987. ThisAward isgranted
to individuals (Adults and Youths) and
organi zations for outstanding achievement
in the protection of the environment. The
Global Award hasgrown over theyears and
attracted significantinternational public and
political appea. Since its inception 634
individuals and organizations have been
honoured under theadult category.

Out of the twelve finaligs for the 2001
Global 500 Awards under the Adult
Category, ROA is pleased to announce that
Dr. Frederick Gikandi of Kenya has been
selected. Dr. Gikandi has demonstrated
beyond doubt through his activities in aland
reclamation project that he is a worthy
candidate for the Award. For the past 13
years has, on a volunteer basis, and at a
personal cost of US$200,000, he has
undertaken activities to reclaim alargeand
neglected quarry in Kenyas coasta city,
Mombasa. This has saved the surrounding
urban neighbourhoods from the effects of
air pollution from decomposing refuse that
the municipality intended to dump there.
The Indian Ocean’s coastal and marine
ecosysems would have been polluted. With
no training in the field of the environment
and sometimes against great odds, Dr.
Gikandi has rehabilitated the quarry by
planting trees and raising environmental

Dr. Frederick Gikandi

aw areness through a campaign. Ten
different tribesmen have replicated their
home there and it is now an eco-cultural
tourist village named Ngomongo. It is
servingas amodel for other urban and non-
urban communities, which are affected by
degraded lands.

His work will hopefully be replicated in
many partsof theworld to improve the lives
of many people.

Under the Global 500 Youth category,
established followingtheRio Earth Summit,
two organi zationshave been nominated out
of thesixfinaigsand theseare:

1) Evergreen Club of Ghana

Founded in 1987, as a voluntary
children’s club whoseaimisto beautify
school compounds, ECOG is now a
national NGO working with youth
groups and children for environmental
protection. ECOG has been and
continuesto beinvolved in a myriad of
activities related to the environment.
ECOG was involved inthe preparation
of Ghana’senvironmental plan of action
(1991 and 1994), and organized thefirg
National youth and Children’sForum on
Environment for the Earth Summit
(1992). They have been involved in
forest issues and projects and
participated in the Africa Regional
Meeting of the World Commission on
Forests and Sustainable Developmentin
Cameroon and the Youth Forum at the

Touristsvisit Ngomongo Vil lage



2)

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD S

International Conference on Climate
Change in TheHague. Theorganization
also publishes Evergreen News, a
newsletter on environment and
sustainable development. ECOG won
the National Forestry Week competition
in 1996.

Khohlooa Matholoana and Likobo
Herdboys of L esotho

These are a group of herders in village
communitiesin Thupa-Kubu District of
Lesotho. Their involvement in natural
resource management has come about
as a result of their concern over the
limited supply of forage in grazing
areas in their villages, which has
resulted in poor livestock yields. They
have carried out soil and water
conservation measures, they keep bees
for honey, they have prepared 7,000
holes to plant trees for fuelwood and
shade, and, to-date, have managed to
plant 1,300 seedlings. They builtadam
to water their livestock and for irrigation.
They motivated herders from 21 villages
to do the same and this has brought
about atogetherness that was lackingin
the past; reducing trespassing on pasure-
land, quarrels over communal grazing
areas, and the burning of village grazing
spaces.

Reclaiming the quarry

These two organizations have
championed the cause of environmental
protection at national level and thus
deserve the recognition of UNEP.

It is the vision of ROA that Africa
continuesto promote the work of UNEP
by supporting and recognizing effortsby
individuals and organizations towards
sustai nable devel opment.

ROA wishes to take this opportunity to

congratulate all the winners of the

Global 500 Award worldwide and

especially the three recipients for 2001 The lush vegetation now growingon the site
from Africa.

LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Thechoice of “ Support to Africa’ as an area of concentration by UNEPisbuilt on an appreciation of the natural potential of
the continent, the challenges and opportunities which its development process presents and the foundation of partnerships

UNEP has focused on the overall environmental policy context and empowered the African gover nments, the businesssector
and grassroots communities to participate in global multilatera negotiationsto ensure that the African perspective is taken

into account. Regional and sub-regional dialogue on current and emerging environmenta issues has been encouraged. This

has lead to a substantive increase of UNEP projects in Africa and an ongoing reorganization of the Regiona Office for Africa.

A new senior liaison post has been established in Addis Ababa to liaisewith the Organization of African Unity and the
Economic Commisson for Africa.

From UNEP Annual Report 2000



World Environment Day

Qutfit made from
scratch cards of
mobil e phones
by

Garan de Mobidr

CONNECTWITH THE WORLD WEB OF LIFE

Kenya's model to
the M -Net Face
of Africawearing
adress made of
plastic bags by
Kiko Romeo

Bustier made

frominner tubes Water hyacinth
of tyresby harvesters
Penny Winter in action

The MCfor the
Rastic Fantastic
wears a coat
made fromold

deni mby

Penny Winter

orld Environment Day (WED) was

established by the United Nations

Genera Assemblyin 1972 to mark
the opening of the Stockholm Conference
on the Human Environment. Conddered by
many to bethe most important event on the
environmental calendar, WED is cel ebrated
every year on 5 June in more than 100
countries around the world. It is one of the
principal vehiclesthrough which the United
Nationsstimul ates worldwide awareness of
the environment and enhances political
attention and action.

WED is a people’s event with colorful
activities such as street rallies, bicycle
parades, green concerts, essays and poster

competitions in schools tree planting, as
well asrecycling and clean-up campaigns.
WED is alo a multi-media event which
ingiresthousands of journalists to write and
report enthusiastically and critically on the
environment. It is a visual event with
televison documentaries, photo exhibits
displays and event websites, as well asan
intellectual event for those who organize
and participate in seminars, roundtable
meetings and symposia

Each year, UNEP, selectsacity asthe main
venuefor theinternational celebrations This
year, for thefirsttime, thisgecia eventtook
placein two cities namely Torino, Italy and
Havana, Cuba. In addition there were

significant links to Hue, Vietnam and
Nairobi, Kenya. Thisyear'stheme, “Connect
with the World Wide Web of Life”, reflected
the need to make the connection, in
whatever way we can, between ourselves
and all life on Earth. Thefour citiesall linked
their local activities, using both modern
technology and traditional means.

ROA isalsoworking with the World Space
Foundation and hopes to ease
communication amongg countries in the
region especially for events such as WED.
A smple receiver, plusaPC adapter, enables
users to download websites via radio in
remote areas where telephone connections
may be unavailable or problematic. Asan



CONNECTWITH THE WORLD WEB OF LIFE

affordable alternative to conventional dial-
up Internet access, thisoffersgreat potential
for more effectively disseminating
information in the African region.

As part of the global celebrationsto mark
WED, UNEP's Regional Office for Africa
(ROA) launched a vigorous community-
based, multi-media campaign to raise public
awareness within the African Region. Mog
countriesin theregion planned and carried
out their own national activities and
celebrations A particular focushowever was
on Nairobi, as it was not only one of the
four cities worldwide in which special
celebrations took place but a so hosted the
national event. The media response was

Skirt made from
banana bark by
Penny Winter

Trousers made
fromsackcloth

Tearms of by Kiko Romeo

volunteers
compete to
harvest water
hyacinth atthe
Nairobi Dam
during World
Environment Day
Week

Garment made
from straws and
plastic bags by
Aisha Kasonga

Cocktail dress
made from
surgical gloves

by Alix Crouze

highly encouraging with the event being
prominently featured on both thelocal and
international media

During the week long series of activities to
mark WED, some of Kenyas top fashion
models sportingoutfitsmade from recycled
material stook to the catwal k on the evening
of 4 June 2001 at the Holiday Inn Hotel,
Nairobi. Themain aim of the event entitled
“PlasticFantastic”’, was to raise awareness,
in a fun and provocative way, on the
income-generating potential for recycling
and reusingwaste.

Activities in the city were carried out
throughout the week from 2 - 9 June with

20 clean up stes involving thousands of
Nairobi resdents The main ste of theevent
was the Sailing Club next to Nairobi Dam
where teams of participants competed to
remove water hyacinth from the dam. The
aim of this entertaining event was to show
the poss bility of manual removal of the plant
as part of an integrated approach to
controlling the water hyacinth infestation. It
also demondrated that it can be used for
income generating activities Products with
amarket potential, were on diglay at the Ste.

Duringthisweek, Nairobians showed their
commitment to the environment and
connection with the World Wide Web of
Life.



ROA Staff Profiles

SEK OU TOURE
DIRECTOR

A national of Cote d’lvoire, Mr. Sekou Touré
holds a Ph.D. in Civil Engineering,
specializing in Environmental Engineering
from the University of New Hampshire,
Durham, NH in the USA. He hrings about
twenty years of professonal, academic,
admini grative political experienceto UNEP.

He hasheld several important postionsin the
Government of Cote d’lvoire. Among others
he was High Commisgoner for Hydraulics,
Specia Advisor to the State Minigter in charge
of Development Planning and Special Advisor
to the Prime Minister. He has provided
extensive technical assistance to the
Government of Cote d’Ivoire on awiderange
of environmental issues, projects, training,
and on matters related to international
negotiations. Mr. Touré brings aso several
yearsof research and teaching experience in
the USA (Univergty of Cincinnati, Cincinnati,
Ohio, University of New Hampshire,
Durham, NH) and in Cote d’lvoire (Ecole
Nationale Supérieure des Travaux Publics,
now Ingtitut Polytechnique Félix Houphouet
Boigny, Yamousoukro, Universté d’Abobo
Adjame).

He has conducted several major
environmental related projects
(environmental action plan of Cote d’Ivoire,
climate change, waste management,
hydraulics engineering, water resources),
made more than twenty scientific and
technical publications and is an editor of a
cientificjourna and a book.

Mr. Touré'sinternational experience includes
contribution to the work of the IPCC, UNER,
Habitat, the World Bank, the African
Development Bank, regional expertise
development and conaultations for several
well egablished inditutions He isa Member
or Chairman of numerous organizations
involved in environmental management, has
chaired several important African and gl obal
technical environmental gatherings Mr. Touré
is well known for his advocay role in the
community of NGOsin Africa. Among others
he is the Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the Board of Directors of the
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Network for Environment and Sugainable
Devel opment in Africa (NESDA).

ALEXANDER LICHINA
ALUSA
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Mr. Alusa, a national of Kenya, holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics
from Oregon State University, USA and an
MSc. degree in Atmospheric Science
(Cloud and Precipitation Physcs) from the
State University of New York in Albany,
N.Y., USA.

He comes to the Regional Office for Africa
from UNEP's Divison of Environmental
Conventions where he was Chief of the
Atmosphere Unit responsible for
Atmosphere related Conventions - the
Montreal Protocol, Climate and
Desertification Conventions Hiswork has
centred on Climate Impacts Assessment
and Response Strategies to reduce
vulnerability.

Before joining UNEP in 1989, Mr. Alusa
had held senior positions in the
Government of Kenya, first as Director of
Meteorological Services, then as Deputy
Permanent Secretary in the Ministries of
Transport and Communications, and
Environment and Natural Resources He
was for many yearsKenya Government’s
principal delegate to various organsof the
World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) and wasa member of the Executive
Council of WMO, Vice Presdent of the
WMO Commission for Atmospheric
Sciences, and a member of the WM O
Working Group on Cloud Physics and
Weather Modification. He has been
Kenya's delegate to UNEP Governing
Council in the pagd.

Mr. Alusa haspublished extensvelyinthe
field of meteorology and environment and
received the WMO Research Award for
Young Scientistsin 1978 for hispaper titled
“The Role of Drop Breakup in the
Development of Raindrop-Size
Distributions”.

Hisinternational experience hasincluded
representing UNEP in negotiations of the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
for the Climate Convention, and later in
the various meetings of the Subsidiary
Bodies and Conferences of the Parties of
the ratified Climate Convention, WMO
Congress and Executive Councils, and
Commission for Sustainable Devel opment.
He has been UNEP's Task Manager for
Chapter 9 of Agenda 21 on Atmosphere.

His recent pursuits have included issues
related to linkages between environmental
iswes at the scientific level and how this
could inform the various Multilateral
Environmental Agreements in exploiting
identified synergies in their
implementation at various levels.

RUNGANO P,
KARIMANZ IRA
AMCEN SECRETARY

Rungano Karimanzira is a Zimbabwean
National who holds BSc and MSc
degrees in Applied Mathematics (UK), a
post graduate Diploma in Meteorology
(Australia) and currently reading for an
MBA (University of Zimbabwe, 1999-
2001). Ms. Karimanzira served under
the Government of Zimbabwe’'s
Meteorological Department from 1980 to
date and rose through the ranks to the
position of Director in November 2000.

Ms. Karimanzira has served in many
international negotiations pertaining to
the protection of the environment. She
was Zimbabwe’s principal negotiator for
the Agenda 21 Climate Chapter during
the Rio preparatory process towards the
Earth Summit. In addition, she served as
Vice Chairman of the IPCC from 1988 to
1992 also serving as the co-chair of the
sub-group on Forestry, Agriculture and
Other Human Activities. She organized
and hosted the IPCC Eighth Session in
Harare. She was elected to the Bureau
of the INC from its tenth session and
served as the rapporteur of the COP1 of
the UNFCCC. She was the special
advisor to the President of the UNFCCC
during COP2 and the inter-sessional
period (1996-1997).

Ms. Karimanzira has contributed to the
broader understanding of climate and its
impacts particularly in Africa. In that regard
she has contributed a lot through her
publications in many national, regional
and international bulletins.

From 1998-1999, she was appointed to
serve on the United Nations IDNDR
Scientific and Technical Committee that
prepar ed thefuturedirection of thisprocess
beyond the decade (1989-1999) towards
sustainable management of natural
disagers for all nations.

Ms. Karimanzira's contribution and
advocacy in the area of environmental
protection has therefore been registered
at international, regional and national
levels.



HAMED HAIDARA
PROGRAMME
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

Anationa of Mauritania, Mr. Hamed Haidara
hasrecently joined the Regional Office on 1
February 2001, coming from UNEP'sDivison
of Regional Cooperation where he was in
charge of the Divison’scoordination activities
in the Africa and Wes Ada Regions. Mr.
Haldara's assignment to ROA isin line with
the Executive Director’s efforts to further
grengthen the office. Hewill be dealingwith
programme and project devel opment, foll ow-
up/reporting as well as contributing the
resource mobilization efforts for ROA’s
activities

While working with UNEP from 1992 to
present, Mr. Haidara held several postions
dealing with technical cooperation, resource
mobilization, and programme coordination.
He hasalso previoudy worked with the United
Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)
where he wasin charge of the Internationa
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
projects in Rwanda, Burundi, Comoros and
Lesotho. Prior to working with UNEPR, Mr.
Haidara worked for several years at the field
and senior levels on environmental
management - particularly forestry and
desertification control - with the Minidry of
Environment and Rural Development of
Mauritania. He isthe pag Chairman of the
Mauritania National Committee on the United
Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (UNCED) that prepared his
country'sreport for the 1992 Rio Summit.

Mr. Haidara holdsa Mader of Science degree
in agricultural and resource economicswith
additional training in forestry and
devel opment sudies.

JEREMY BOUBIE BAZYE
REGIONAL NETWORK
COORDINATOR,
ODSONET/AF (Ozone
OfficersNetwork for
Africa)

Mr. Jérémy Boubié Bazyé a national of
Burkina-Faso holds a BSc degree in
Environmental Engineering from Universty of
Savoie (Chambéry, France) and aMSc degree
in Environmental Engineering from Universty
of Jusseu (Paris7, France). He also acquired
a pog-graduate certificate in Environmental
Management from the International Academy
for the Environment (Geneva, Switzerland).

Mr. Bazyé joined UNEP OzonAction
Programme in 1996 and was poged to the
Regional Office for Africa as a regional
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coordinator for the ODS OfficersNetwork for
the Africa region in 1996 (O DSONET/AF).

Before joining UNEP Mr. Bazyé held the
postion of Director of Pdlution and Nuisance
Control in the Minigry of Environment of
Burkina-Faso. He also held the function of
ODS Officer for hiscountry. He played an
active role in the development of a national
policy for pollution control and sanitation,
and was the national coordinator for
preparation of the Country Programme of
Burkina-Faso for the implementation of the
Montreal Protocol. Among other functions,
he was the scretary of the committee that
prepared the Environmental Code of Burkina-
Faso (aw).

Mr. Bazyé was a key member of delegation
of Burkina-Faso in the negotiationsprior and
during the Earth Summit (UNCED) held in Rio
in 1992 and actively participated in the
preparation of the African Position on
sugainable development. He participated in
various meetings of partiesto the Montreal
Protocol and represented the African
countriesin the Implementation Committee
ofthe Protocol in 1994 and 1995.

Hisactivities asRegional Network Coordinator
in UNEP include facilitating exchange of
experience among Ozone Officersin theAfrica
region through the organization of regular
meetings of the network and other regiona
and subregional workshopson the phase-out
of Ozone Depleting Subgances (ODS) and
aso through the internet E-forum for Ozone
Officers). Hefacilitateshil ateral conaultations
between ODS Officers and Implementing
Agencies of the Montreal Protocol (UNEP/
DTIE, UNDP, UNIDO and the World Bank).
On a daily basis, he assists in the
implementation of UNEP OzonAction
Programme in Africa and advises African
countries on the implementation of their
country programmes for ODS phase-out
under the Montreal Protocol.

VALERIE ANN FRASER
LEAKEY COORDINATOR
NAIROBI RIVER BASIN
PROJECT

A native Scot, Valerie Ann Fraser Leakey has
been acitizen of Kenyafor the lag thirty years
In the early yearsshe wasinvolved in teaching
and research in oral tradition at the Universty
of Nairobi, st up atravel busnesswith the
le purpose of vigting other parts of Africa
and taught at a local school.

Later her work took her to Olduvai Gorge near
Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania, to assistwith a
project funded by the National Geographic
Soci ety. After that she lived with her hushand

in a remote part of Kenya, near Lake Natron,
where she hel ped to egablish a horticultural
farm based on an ancient Sonjo irrigation
gystem. Itwas herethat they brought up their
first daughter, born in 1974. Their other
daughterswere born in 1978 and 1983.

Over a period of time she was involved in
voluntary work with the schools and
communitiesin Langata, Nairobi. Thiswas
to g¢and her in good gead for the work to
follow. A graduate of Edinburgh University
with an MA in Psychology and Philosophy
and a teaching qualification from Moray
House College of Education, Edinburgh,
Valerie Leakey combined her interest in the
community and environment with her
education training. Thisenabled her to work
in the following areas over a period of almost
ten years:- on the Public Forum on the
Environment (OED, UNEP); on training
workshops (Research and Training Division
UNCHS); on developing a programme for
the dissemination of environmental and
health materials (Environmental Education
and Training Unit, EETU, UNEP); on initiating
and coordinating the Outreach Project with
Television Trug for the Environment (TVE),
World Wildlife Fund (WWF), New York
University; and the Information and Public
Affairs Divison ( IPA, UNEP) followed by an
interim period working in the same division
on World Environment Day (WED).

In the mid-nineties a growinginterest in micro-
enterprise | ed to the egablishment of income-
generating projectsadvocating the eco-friendly
use of foret and wetland products training
many local artisans to esablish their own
busnessesusng natural African raw materials

Vealerie Leakey's current repongbilities as a
Programme Officer with theRegiona Office
for Africa, UNEP focus on developing a
grategy and action plan whereby UNEP can
provide technical assistance to the
Government of Kenyato support sugainable
management of the Nairobi River Basin. Areas
being tackled are pollution, waste
management, urban greening, community
participation, public awareness and
legidation. She has been working on Phase
One of the Nairobi River Basn Project and
public awareness events such as World
Environment Day and Clean up the World,
for the pag two years As coordinator of the
project for 200I-2, she is working on Phase
Two, involving asection of the Mtoine /Ngong
River and the Nairobi Dam. Thiswill include
public awareness activities, education
programmes disemination of information,
wase management projects demongration
of methodologies to address water pollution
and creating income -generating
opportunities in the informal urban
sttlementsalong that part of theriver basgn.
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The
Nairobi River Bagn
Project

n February 2001, Phase Il of the

Nairobi River Basin Project was

launched by UNEP's Regional Office
for Africa under the Project Title of ‘The Nairobi
Dam Initiative'.

Phase I, which ended in 2000, included a
stuation assessment demonstrating alarming
levels of pollution throughout Nairobi's
rivers. This puts enormous stress on the
aquatic ecosystems and has direct
implications for the health and wellbeing of
theresidentsof Nairobi aswell as for all the
communitiesdownstream of the Nairobi and
Athi river basinsto which this water syssem
flows.

The Government of Kenya, realizing the
magnitude of the problem facing it due
to uncontrolled settlements which
continue to exist and expand along the
rivers, the unabated dumping of
unwanted substances (liquid and solids)
into the rivers and the weakness in law
enforcement agenciesto curb the above,
has embarked on various outreach
campaigning strategies to create
awarenesson environmental degradation
of theriverbasin. At policy level,Kenya
has enacted sectoral legidation including
the adoption of the 1999 Environmental
Management and Coordination Act.

UNEPR in turn, promoted the Nairobi
Initiative, started in April 1999 with the
aim of addressing problems such as
pollution, waste management, urban
greening, community participation,
public awareness and legislation. This
initiative evolved into the Nairobi River
Basin Project, focusing on the above
elements asthey relate to the mainrivers
comprising the Nairobi River Basin
(Nairobi, Ngong/Motoine and Mathare
Rivers).

Phase | of the project involved not only a
situation assessment of pollutionbutalso the
development of community outreach and

THE NAIROBI DAM INITIATIVE

A section of the Nairobi River I

education programmes to enable capacity
building amongst stakeholders. Sustainable
management of theriver basn wasaddressed
through education programmes, developing
an Environmental Management Information
System (EM1S) and promoting awareness of
available legal mechanisms.

Secifically, the outputsof Phase | included:

= A database with socio-economic and
environmental information on the Nairobi
River Basin

= Environmental Management Information

System (EMIS) for computerized mapping

Analysisand assessment of pollution levels

at 24 sampling pointsthroughout the river

basn

A review of pollution control legidation

identifying policy gapsin relation to

sustainable management of the Nairobi

rivers

A report on previous experiences from

community activities in the river basin

= Outreach and education aids for
community capacity building

= Reports on stakeholders workshop,

reporting workshop, and education and

training workshop

Promotional package including brochures,

posters, newdetters, etc. as well as an

enhanced CD

“Profile of a River” photographic exhibition

Wide media coverage of the project,

especially publicity eventssuch asparades,

clean-ups, sporting events, competitions,

concerts, exhibitions

Work has now begun on Phase Il of the
project — The Nairobi Dam Initiative. This
focuses on a section of the river basin
upstream of Nairobi Dam on the Motoine/
Ngong River, the Dam itself, and
downdream to the confluence with the Athi

River. The aim of this phaseis not only to
address the problem of pollution in Nairobi's
rivers but to put in place community
education and information programmes to
enable capacity building amongst
dakeholders

Six project components are proposed with the
main aims of showing the value of proper
sanitation and waste management practices,
demondtrating the utility of wetlands systemsin
improving the quality of impacted water
systems, and promoting community
involvement in safeguarding and monitoring the
river basin as avital resource.

The objectives of Phase Il are, firdly, to
improve the health and wellbeing of the
residents of the Nairobi River Basin,and in
particular in the Motoine/NgongRiver area,
by increasingthe availability and quality of
the water supply entering and emanating
from the Nairobi Dam to the communities
downstream. Furthermore, the value of
proper sanitation and waste management
practices will be demonstrated in a
community pilot project upstream of the
Nairobi Dam, while other demonstration
projects aim to show the potential of
artificially constructed wetlands for reusing
water and improvingthe quality of polluted
water systems. Promoting community
involvement and providing training in
safeguarding and monitoring the Nairobi
rivers as a vita resourceremains key to the
success of thisphase.

Fundingfor Phase Il has been secured from
donor agencies including the GEF Small
Grants Programme (UNDP), the Belgian
Government, the French Government and
other agencies. On the 11 and 12 of April
2001, representatives of the Belgian
Government visited proposed project sites
with ValerieLeakey, the Project Coordinator.

The third and final phase of the Nairobi River
Basin Project is scheduled to begin in 2003.
Replicating successful strategies identified
through the demonstration and pilot projects of
Phase Il on alarger scale, this phase will cover
the entire river basin area and, itishoped, inspire
smilar projectsthroughoutAfrica and theworld.

Furtherinformation and detailsmay be obtained
from the project website, www.unep.org/ROA/
Nairobi_River, or from the Regional Office for
Africa, UNEP.

UNER, Regional Office for Africa
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