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Institutional representatives at the workshop (FAO, UEMOA, ECOWAS, CILSS, IUCN including the IUCN
Netherlands Committee, the International Institute for Research in Agro-Forestry – ICRAF, the Centre for
International Forestry Research – CIFOR, the World Wide Fund for Nature – WWF, Fauna & Flora International –
FFI, and the United Nations Environmental Programme – UNEP) all advocated for on-going institutional integration
processes to be accompanied by harmonised forest management taking account of all ecological zones from the
Sahel to the humid areas. Such a framework, expected to engage all countries of the West Africa sub-region will
make use of amongst others, local culture and research results to guide development of forest policies as well as
integrate a regional dimension to forestry training. Experiences shared from existing forest frameworks such as the
Amazon Cooperation Treaty, the Conference on Dense and Humid Forest Ecosystems of Central Africa –
CEFDHAC, and the Central Africa Forestry Commission (COMIFAC), revealed how agencies responsible for forest
and wildlife, forest research centres, universities, protected area agencies, NGOs and others benefit through
networks provided by such regional frameworks to share experience and achieve synergy.  
 

Finally, the principle of a West Africa multi-actor forest dialogue was adopted with the possibility of leading to a
Heads of State forest summit after appropriate stages. The way forward includes amongst others, the development
and submission of advocacy documents promoting this process for a larger debate at the UEMOA-ECOWAS policy
forum for environmental improvement in West Africa scheduled for October 2006 in Ouagadougou.  
For more information, contact:  martin.nganje@iucn.org  
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