UNEP NORTH AMERICAN CIVIL SOCIETY CONSULTATION

THURSDAY, 1 NOVEMBER 2007

Approximately 50 participants gathered on 1 November 2007 for the first day of the North American Civil Society Consultation in Washington, DC. The consultation was organized by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in preparation for the ninth UNEP Global Civil Society Forum (GCSF) and the UNEP Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF). The agenda for the first day of the two-day meeting included opening statements before presentations from two keynote speakers on “Globalization and the Environment: Mobilizing Finance to meet the Climate Challenge.” 
Opening Statements

Lara Hansen, WWF-International, welcomed participants to WWF’s Washington, DC, office and emphasized that the climate change issue is “bigger than you think and it is happening now.” She encouraged participants to incorporate the issue into all of their activities, and looked forward to the meeting’s opportunity to tell UNEP what civil society thinks UNEP should be doing on climate change.

Elisabeth Guilbaud-Cox, Officer in Charge, UNEP Regional Office for North America, emphasized the importance of the major group community to UNEP, and she looked forward to hearing participants’ ideas, which she promised to forward to UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. 
Hilary French, UNEP Major Groups and Stakeholder’s Branch, welcomed participants on behalf of Olivier Deleuze, Chief, Major Groups and Stakeholders at UNEP, and highlighted that this consultation is part of a global process, with consultations taking place in all regions to provide bottom-up input into the UNEP policy process. She noted that UNEP is increasingly focusing on the nine major groups identified during the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
Co-Facilitators Tom Hammond, IUCN-Canada, and Melanie Nakagawa, Natural Resources Defense Council  (NRDC), offered introductory remarks on their experience as UNEP Civil Society Global Steering Committee members, following their selection at the 2006 North American Civil Society Consultation. Melanie Nakagawa summarized her experience at the Civil Society Forum in February 2007. She highlighted UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner’s interest in involving civil society in UNEP’s activities, and noted that he met with civil society participants for civil society’s first open dialogue with a UNEP Executive Director. Civil society also held a dialogue with the authors of the UNEP documents on the four thematic issues discussed at the Governing Council and held two seats in each ministerial roundtable. 
Tom Hammond then reviewed the meeting agenda and its objectives, and noted that a record of the meeting would be developed.
Ashbindu Singh, UNEP Division of Early Warning and Assessment (DEWA), offered a briefing on UNEP’s GEO-4 Report, which was released on 25 October 2007, and its partnership with Google Earth. He emphasized that GEO-4 is based on a synthesis of studies. A short video introduction indicated that GEO-4 finds some progress, including through the Montreal Protocol’s efforts to reduce ozone levels, but indicates there is an alarming decline in natural resources. The report’s objective is call for action and to identify where there are answers, and it highlights the importance of a motivated and informed public to demand good governance decisions. 

On UNEP’s partnership with Google Earth, Singh reviewed the process that lead Google Earth to feature UNEP’s Atlas of Our Changing Environment. Singh recalled that UNEP developed an atlas called “One Planet: Many People,” which used photos to try to connect readers with the issues, based on the theory that “a picture is worth a thousand words.” The Atlas became a UNEP best seller, so UNEP looked around for how to expand it, and approached Google to assess its interest in developing a partnership, with award-winning results. He concluded by highlighting questions that led to the development of this project: we have generated a lot of data, analysis and information, but how do we personalize it to make people take action? 

Globalization and the Environment: Mobilizing Finance to meet the Climate Challenge

The first keynote speaker, Lisa Petrovic, UNEP Finance Initiative (UNEP FI), introduced UNEP FI, a public-private partnership between UNEP and over 160 financial institutions worldwide. She highlighted three recent reports that have addressed the costs to stabilize emissions and where the funding will come from: the Stern Review, 2006; the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) Fourth Assessment Report (2007); and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change’s (UNFCCC) 2007 report on investment flows. She said UNEP FI is encouraging attention to adaption as well as mitigation, and noted that the finance sector is currently responding to the challenge by engaging in carbon markets and carbon funds, primarily through EU emissions trading schemes. UNEP FI will launch a report in December outlining what is required to increase the level of investment and mobilize finance on a greater scale. Petrovic emphasized the need for regulatory certainty and policies that will create incentives to change behaviour, including subsidies, taxes and emissions trading. She emphasized the importance of creating certainty about the policy framework post-2012 so that long-term investors will know what to expect. She also emphasized the need to support investments in renewable energy and energy efficiency, to set ambitious goals for renewable energy generation, and to ensure a systematic approach to adaptation, among other policies.
Lily Donge, Calvert Asset Management Company, offered the second keynote speech. She said that shareholders, brokers and financial markets are now talking about issues and there is room for them to hear what civil society has to say. She said investors will invest when policy signals tell them to, and she also emphasized the need to establish policy certainty for the post-2012 period. She highlighted that divestment cuts off opportunities to help companies mainstream these issues. 
Comments during the discussion period included one speaker’s concern about how civil society could be included in the decision making process. The speakers highlighted that financial decisions are taken based on profitability, so civil society would need to demonstrate the sustainable options will be profitable in the long term. One speaker reminded participants that research and development has a lot to do with profitability, and is often driven by public sector decisions, with market signals therefore being given by where public sector financing is going. Another speaker highlighted the role of the media in driving perceptions of risk and profitability. One speaker asked what the definition of civil society was for this discussion. Donge highlighted that Calvert looks at shareholders. 
Participants then engaged in a roundtable discussion, which was preceded by opening comments from five speakers: Mike Eckhart of the American Council on Renewable Energy (ACORE), Violet Ford of the Inuit Circumpolar Council, Rebecca Pearl of the Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO), Andrew Deutz of the Nature Conservancy, and David Foster of the Blue-Green Alliance.
