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ENVIRONMENT WATCH 

SITUATION ANALYSIS and NEEDS ASSESSMENT QUESTIONNAIRE

for


   Name of country 

Environment Watch is an enhanced system proposed by the Executive Direction of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for keeping the world environmental situation under review as mandated by United Nations General Assembly resolution 2997. Further information on the proposal is available in the accompanying document entitled “Towards a UNEP Environment Watch System”, which should be read by all stakeholders prior to completing this questionnaire.  

Objectives of the questionnaire
1. To obtain an overview of the current state of development of legal, institutional, programmatic and technical mechanisms in place within countries and regions that can play a role in the development of the Environment Watch system.

2. To identify gaps that must be filled in order to develop further the Environment Watch system.

3. To assess capacity-building and technology support needs for developing countries and countries with economies in transition for developing and implementing the Environment Watch system as it pertains to the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity‑building.

4. To provide feedback on each of the above to the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum at its ninth session, to be held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 7 to 9 February 2006.

Structure of questionnaire

In considering the task of keeping the global environment under review, five major areas must be examined:

1. Legal and strategic arrangements;
2. Administrative and institutional arrangements;
3. Programmatic arrangements;
4. Technical arrangements;
5. Development of the Environment Watch system.
Responses to specific questions in these areas will assist in the further development of Environment Watch. Background information is provided to assist with the compilation of responses. In addition, the questionnaire has a dual purpose in gathering information on capacity‑building needs of institutions in developing countries and countries with economies in transition. This information will support the implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building.

Colour coding system used in questionnaire


Completion of questionnaire

	Part 1
	Status of legal and strategic arrangements

	This part of the questionnaire is designed to obtain an overview of the legal framework and strategies in place that facilitate the operation of mechanisms to keep the environment under review in your country.



	Legal framework
	

	Has your Government enacted national legislation in support of state-of-the-environment (SOE) reporting?

                                                                                                                                         Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	If Yes, provide title of act(s) and year enacted:

	Title
	Year

	
	

	
	

	If No, cite other examples of national legislation that support different aspects of environmental reporting.  Again, provide title and year of act.

	Title
	Year

	
	

	
	

	Strategies and plans
	

	Irrespective of the type of legislation in place, is there an SOE reporting framework that outlines the overall strategic approach towards assessment, reporting, data collection, information management, indicators and information access?                                                                                       Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Is there a national sustainable development strategy in place?                                      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	If Yes, provide title and website link:

How does SOE reporting affect the strategy?



	Is there a national environmental action plan in place?                                                   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If Yes, provide title and website link:

How does SOE reporting affect the action plan?



	Cite any other relevant plans and strategies that support SOE reporting from an integrated (multi‑disciplinary) or thematic perspective.



	Is there an environmental outreach and communications strategy in place?               Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If Yes, how are data and information fed into this strategy?



	How well is environmental policy mainstreamed into other sectoral areas of government such as development planning, tourism, transport, trade and industry, etc?

Very well  FORMCHECKBOX 
          Reasonably well  FORMCHECKBOX 
           Not well   FORMCHECKBOX 
          Not at all  FORMCHECKBOX 



	To what extent are decisions endorsed by the UNEP Governing Council taken into account when developing law and policy to keep the environment under review?

Seriously considered  FORMCHECKBOX 
          Read and noted  FORMCHECKBOX 
           Not considered   FORMCHECKBOX 
          Not relevant   FORMCHECKBOX 




	Part 1
	Explanatory notes and useful links

	Environmental law gateway: http://www.ecolex.org 

	Science Initiative website: http://science.unep.org 

	UNEP Governing Council decisions (from 1974 to date): http://www.unep.org/pearl/Pearl_db_Lookup_Mandates.aspx

	UNEP Division of Policy Development & Law website: http://www.unep.org/dpdl/law

	Example of an SOE reporting framework: http://www.deh.gov.au/soe/publications/framework1.html


	Part 1
	Capacitybuilding and technology support needs

	Please provide UNEP with feedback on priority capacity-building and technology support needs that would strengthen the legal and strategic arrangements for keeping the environment under review.



	Legal framework
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening legal mechanisms

	Strategies and plans
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the strategic approach

	What are your anticipated needs in the areas listed above?

	Financial



	Advisory services 



	Project formulation



	Project implementation



	Other




	Part 2
	Status of administrative and institutional arrangements

	This part of the questionnaire is designed to obtain an overview of the administrative and institutional arrangements in place to keep the environment under review.



	Environmental reporting
	

	Which environmental authority in your country is responsible for producing the national SOE report? 



	How often is this national report published?     

Every year   FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Every 2 years   FORMCHECKBOX 
,  Every 3-4 years  FORMCHECKBOX 
,  No regular reporting period  FORMCHECKBOX 



	Are SOE reports also produced at the -   provincial  FORMCHECKBOX 
, state  FORMCHECKBOX 
, district  FORMCHECKBOX 
 or city  FORMCHECKBOX 
 levels?

If Yes, which authorities are responsible for coordinating this sub-national reporting process? 



	Is there a coordinated approach to the collection of data to support the 

SOE reporting process and development of environmental indicators?                         Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If no, suggest ways to develop a more coordinated and systematic approach.



	Monitoring systems
	

	List the titles of main environmental monitoring systems in your country and the institutions responsible for operating and maintaining these systems:

	Monitoring system name:
	Coordinated by:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Networks
	

	Does your country have one or more environmental information networks operating at the national level?  

                                                                                                                                         Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	If Yes, what are the names of the networks and who is responsible for their coordination?



	
	

	Are NGOs members of the national network?                                                                 Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If Yes, how many NGOs?



	List any specialized issue-oriented or thematic environmental networks that are also in operation at the national level.

	Network name:
	Coordinated by:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Convention focal points
	

	To what extent is there cooperation among the focal points for the major environmental conventions (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, Convention on Biological Diversity, Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, etc) in keeping the national environmental situation under review?



	Are convention focal points involved in the national SOE reporting process?          Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 
 

If no, why not?    

                                                                                  

	Do convention focal points participate in the national environmental information network?

                                                                                                                                         Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 


	Is there a need for closer cooperation among convention focal points?                   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, suggest ways to catalyse better cooperation.

	NGOs (incl. academic and research institutions)
	

	To what extent are the main environmental NGOs in your country involved with the SOE reporting process?



	To what extent is there regular consultation between the national Government and NGOs on addressing environmental issues of major concern? 



	To what extent is the scientific community (academic and research institutions) engaged in the SOE reporting process?



	What comparative advantage do NGOs (including the scientific community) offer in keeping the national environment under review?



	Overall coordination
	

	Which national authority or forum considers the findings of the environmental assessment and reporting process?



	Is there any one overarching mechanism (commission, expert group, steering committee, etc) responsible for coordinating activities to keep the national environment under review? Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

                                                                                                                                        

	If yes, please specify the name of the mechanism.


	If no, suggest ways to improve coordination.


	Regional and subregional cooperation
	

	List the main regional and subregional environmental reporting initiatives (programmes, networks, etc) that your Government is actively supporting with participation of relevant institutions and experts.

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Part 2
	Explanatory notes and useful links

	Environmental law gateway: http://www.ecolex.org 

	PEARL website: http://www.unep.org/pearl

	Science Initiative website http://science.unep.org

	


	Part 2
	Capacity-building and technology support needs

	Please provide UNEP with feedback on priority capacity-building and technology support needs for strengthening the administrative and institutional arrangements in place to keep the environment under review.



	Environmental reporting
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening environmental reporting.

	Monitoring systems
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening monitoring systems.

	Networks
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening environmental networking.

	Convention focal points
	

	Outline the primary capacity building-needs for strengthening cooperation among the focal points for the major environmental conventions.


	NGOs (including academic andresearch institutions)
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening collaboration with NGOs (including academic and research institutions).


	Overall coordination
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the coordination of activities to keep the national environment under review.


	Regional and subregional cooperation
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening your Government’s involvement in regional and subregional environmental reporting initiatives.


	What are your anticipated needs in the areas listed above?

	Financial



	Advisory services 



	Project formulation



	Project implementation



	Other




	Part 3
	Status of programmatic arrangements

	This section of the questionnaire is designed to obtain an overview of programmatic arrangements and related activities to keep the environment under review.



	Integrated environmental assessment
	

	Is the term “integrated environmental assessment” well understood by those institutions engaged in SOE reporting?                                                                                                                Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	List the three most important environmental assessment reports issued in your country last year.

	1

	2

	3

	Thematic assessments
	

	List the three main thematic assessments published in your country last year.

	1

	2

	3

	Environmental data and indicators
	

	Describe the work plan for collecting, harmonizing, analysing and summarizing national environmental data.

	How many environmental indicators are used to describe trends in the state of your country’s environment?


	Provide the title and website of the report dealing with environmental indicators.



	How often are environmental indicators compiled and published?

	Datasets
	

	List the main environmental datasets used for keeping the national environment under review.


	Dataset name
	Maintained by (institution)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Describe the process for making environmental data and information available to those keeping the state of the national environment under review.

	


	Part 3
	Explanatory notes and useful links

	UNEP.Net environmental information gateway: http://www.unep.net 

	UNEP GEO data portal: http://geodata.grid.unep.ch/ 

	

	


	Part 3
	Capacity-building and technology support needs

	Please provide UNEP with feedback on priority capacity-building and technology support needs for strengthening the programmatic arrangements in place to keep the environment under review.



	Integrated environmental assessment
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening integrated environmental assessment.

	Thematic assessments
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening thematic assessments.

	Environmental data and indicators
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the collection of data for the compilation of indicators.


	Datasets
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the compilation of key datasets.

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for access to data and information. 



	What are your anticipated needs in the areas listed above?

	Financial



	Advisory services 



	Project formulation



	Project implementation



	Other




	Part 4
	Status of technical arrangements

	This section of the questionnaire is designed to obtain an overview of the technical issues and arrangements that support the programmatic activities aimed at keeping the environment under review.



	Environmental terminology
	

	How well defined is environmental terminology in support of data collection and information dissemination in general?



	Describe briefly any language barriers that inhibit the communication of environmental information to various audiences?



	Which ISO standards are used for terminology development?



	Data standards (metadata)
	

	Which ISO standards are used for general (excluding geo-spatial) metadata management?



	Describe the main challenges in metadata management.


	Data standards (geo-spatial)
	

	Which ISO standards are used for the management of geo-spatial data?



	Describe the main challenges in geo-spatial data management.


	Data collection
	

	Is there an overall national plan in place to collect national data?                                  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, identify the institution that is responsible and describe how the plan functions.


	Does your Government contribute to the environmental statistics survey conducted by the United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD)?                                                                               Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, describe any difficulties encountered in responding to this survey?

If no, please explain why not?



	Cite any other environmental statistics surveys to which your Government contributes.


	Information centres
	

	How much emphasis does your Government place on facilitating access to environmental information via public information centres?



	Does the national environmental authority operate an information centre?                    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Do local authorities operate environmental information centres?                                   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 
 



	Website/portal
	

	Does the national environmental authority publish substantive data and information on the Internet?    

                                                                                                                                         Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, provide URLs



	Does your country have a national environmental portal website that provides electronic access to data and information needed by institutions and individuals to keep the national environmental situation under review?                                                                                                   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, please provide URL. 

If yes, do other environmental institutions contribute data to the portal?                        Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If Yes, provide names of institutional contributors.


	Satellite data 
	

	Before reading this questionnaire, were you aware that UNEP has access to the full set of Landsat data for the year 2000 and is authorized to distribute this data free of charge to developing countries and countries with economies in transition?                                                                   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Do you know which institution in your country has received this data from UNEP?       Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, provide name of institution



	How is the data being used to keep the national environmental situation under review?



	Describe the main challenges in managing this satellite data.

	UNEP.Net
	

	Have you ever used UNEP.Net to locate environmental data and information?             Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Which institutions in your country are contributing content to UNEP.Net?



	Is UNEP.Net well known among users of environmental data and information in your country?

                                                                                                                                         Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	


	Part 4
	Explanatory notes and useful links

	Environmental terminology:  
http://glossary.eea.eu.int/EEAGlossary/  
http://www.epa.gov/OCEPAterms/

	Environmental law gateway: http://www.ecolex.org 

	Examples of national portals: http://www.epa.gov/enviro/wme/  

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/maps/ 

	UNEP.Net environmental information gateway: http://www.unep.net

	


	Part 4
	Capacity-building and technology support needs

	Please provide UNEP with feedback on priority capacity-building and technology support needs for strengthening the technical arrangements in place to keep the environment under review.



	Environmental terminology
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the development of environmental terminology.


	Data standards (metadata)
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the application of metadata standards.

	Data standards (geo-spatial)
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the application of metadata standards for geo-spatial data.


	Data collection
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the collection of environmental data.

	Information centres
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the establishment and use of environmental information centres.


	Website/portal
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the development of websites and portals as electronic delivery mechanisms.


	Satellite data
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the management and interpretation of satellite data.


	UNEP.Net
	

	Outline the primary capacity-building needs for strengthening the widespread use of UNEP.Net in your country.


	What are your anticipated needs in the areas listed above?

	Financial



	Advisory services 



	Project formulation



	Project implementation



	Other




	Part 5
	Development of the Environment Watch system

	This section of the questionnaire is designed to obtain an overview of the process-related issues and consultative arrangements that need to be considered to further develop the Environment Watch system.



	Concept
	

	After reading the attached document on the Environment Watch proposal and having responded to the questions in the previous four sections, do you understand the concept of the Environment Watch system?                                                                                                                           Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Global need
	

	Do you think that there is a need for some type of holistic system for keeping the world’s environmental situation under review?                                                                            Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If No, why not?

	National need
	

	Do you think that there is a need for some type of holistic system for keeping the national environmental situation under review in your country?                                                   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If No, why not?

If Yes, who should take the lead?



	Existing national mechanisms
	

	How well developed are existing mechanisms that could be forged together to form the basic building blocks of a national Environment Watch system?

	Priority actions
	

	What do you see as the priority actions for keeping the environmental situation in your country under better review?

	Consultation
	

	If a global Environment Watch framework were to be established, what sort of consultative process would be needed at the global, regional and national level?


	Global
	

	Regional
	

	National
	

	

	


	Part 5
	Explanatory notes and useful links

	International Environmental Governance (IEG) website: www.unep.org/dpdl/IEG

	UNEP Science Initiative: http://science.unep.org 

	


	Names of institutions that contributed to the completion of this questionnaire

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Date of national consultation

	

	Description of consultation process 

	


	Thank you for completing this questionnaire

For further information on the development of Environment Watch please link to

http://science.unep.org/environmentwatch










































Note: The questionnaire cannot be completed solely by one institution or individual. It requires consultation with other environmental institutions that may have a role to play in the development of Environment Watch and it requires inputs from various experts ranging from senior Government officials and policy-makers to database managers and statisticians.





Please email the completed questionnaire to � HYPERLINK "mailto:science@unep.org" ��science@unep.org�

















Current Status of Aspect of Environment Watch being considered�
�
Provide response here


�
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�
Background information provided here as reference


�
�
Capacity-building and technology support needs�
�
Provide response here
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