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Ref:   EW/InfNet







Date: 5 April 2006

Dear Colleague,

Subject: Piloting the Environment Watch system - Invitation to the first global expert group meeting on environmental information networking

It is a pleasure to invite you to the first Environment Watch expert group meeting on environmental information networking which will be held at the headquarters of the European Environment Agency (EEA), Copenhagen on 22-23 May 2006. 

Environment Watch is a proposed coherent and multi-scaled system to keep the global environmental situation under review.  It responds to the key consensus points that have emerged from almost three years of multistakeholder consultations on how to strengthen the scientific base of UNEP (see http://science.unep.org). The latest formal updated version of the Environment Watch proposal
 was considered by the UNEP Governing Council at its ninth special session in February 2006. Governments at the Council expressed support for a further refinement of the proposal, in particular by exploring its implications at national level and suggested this be done through pilot activities and twinning arrangements between focal points in different regional networks. The proposal is now being further refined and developed through consultations and pilot activities as recommended by governments.

One key component of Environment Watch is the information network, which will build on existing networks and consist of a distributed set of focal points reflecting geographic and thematic coverage within the overall system.  The network would therefore facilitate exchange of expertise, information and data in support of assessments; promote collection of long-term data series for indicators; facilitate aggregation of data and information; promote compatibility and interoperability between research, monitoring, early warnings and assessments; and frame cooperation for technology support and capacity‑building needs. 
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UNEP is now undertaking further consultations with Governments and partners on the proposed architecture of the Environment Watch system with a view to allowing for the development and implementation of phase 1 of the system in the programme of work for 2008–2009 and the possible adoption of the architecture by the twenty-fourth session of the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum.


The Environment Watch expert group meeting on networking will bring representatives from international organizations, national environmental authorities and non-governmental organizations active in environmental information to share best practice and experience in implementing effective networks.   The main objective is to consult with existing networks, regional bodies and international institutions which may serve as regional, functional and thematic focal partners in piloting the Environment Watch and to prepare a first draft of the guidelines for piloting the information network, building on experience from existing networks.

Expected outcomes from the meeting are as follows:

   1.   Inputs to a further refinement of the Environment Watch proposal and identification of partners for piloting the Environment Watch including through possible North-South twinning arrangements for network implementation.

2. Draft guidelines for piloting the Environment Watch information network.


The draft agenda for the meeting is attached herewith. A refined version of the Environment Watch proposal as well as draft annotated guidelines for piloting the Environment Watch information network will be prepared and circulated to you. Further information will also be posted on the meeting website at http://science.unep.org

Please confirm your attendance to Eudesia Njeru (Eudesia.Njeru@unep.org) copied to Elizabeth.Masibo@unep.org by 15 April 2006. UNEP has some limited funds available to support participation in the meeting. Please notify us at you earliest convenience if you need such support. We look forward to seeing you in Copenhagen!

Yours sincerely,

Marion Cheatle

Officer-in-Charge

Division of Early Warning and Assessment

� 	UNEP/GCSS.IX/3/Aad.2.  (� HYPERLINK "http://www.unep.org/GC/GCSS-IX/workingdocs.asp" ��http://www.unep.org/GC/GCSS-IX/workingdocs.asp�)
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