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• Quick background on the Global Atmospheric Pollution Forum

• Introduce the three main objectives of the Forum

• The urgent challenge of reducing air pollutants and 
greenhouse gases in an integrated way

What I will discuss…
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• United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
• UNEP-sponsored networks and programmes in East Asia and South Asia
• UN Economic Commission for Europe/Convention on (UNECE)

Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP)
• Air Pollution Information Network for Africa (APINA)
• Inter-American Network for Atmospheric and Biospheric

Studies (IANABIS)
• Clean Air Initiative – Asian Cities
• Clean Air Initiative – Latin America
• Sahara and Sahel Observatory (OSS)
• International Union of Air Pollution Prevention Associations (IUAPPA)
• Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI)

Global Atmospheric Pollution Forum:  Partnership of int ernational 
organizations and regional air pollution networks



Challenges and opportunities

• Dealing with air pollution across the scales

• Moving from assessment to action

• Creating awareness of true costs of poor air quality and 
benefits in key stakeholders

• Integration of climate change and air pollution policies 
producing co-benefits
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Need for Global Co-operation on Air 
Pollution Issues

- Great deal of activity underway around the world at all 
scales 

- Science showing pollution problems to be regional, 
hemispheric and global in nature as well as local

- Need to support regional initiatives and harmonize their 
activities and transfer best practice



Global Forum Objectives

1. Establishing or strengthening regional air pollution networks; 

2. Harmonizing technical systems and information between 
regions (e.g. monitoring and emissions); and 

3. Building consensus among regional groups and stakeholders 
(towards possible hemispheric or global frameworks for air 
pollution). 

Mitigating air pollution and 
integrating regional programmes 
by:
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Forum’s progress in promoting 
intergovernmental networks

Asia:

UNEP, CAI-Asia, Malé Declaration, EANET and ASEAN 
starting to initiate inter-regional intergovernmental talks 

Latin America:

Secretariat, IANABIS, CAI-LA and UNEP recently achieved 
a ministerial agreement to set up a science to policy network 
at intergovernmental level across Latin America

Africa:

APINA, UNEP, CAI-Africa, USEPA , SEI promoting sub-
regional workshops in central, northern, southern, western 
and eastern Africa



Harmonizing technical approaches: Emissions Invento ry 
Manual for Developing Nations

The Forum Manual is designed to be:

� Relevant - experts from Brazil, China, India 
and Malawi, as well as EMEP/CORINAIR and 
IPCC had a key role in developing the Forum 
Manual 

� Easy to use – includes a simple, Excel 
spreadsheet-based workbook in which most 
calculations are carried out automatically

� Compatible - with EMEP/CORINAIR, IPCC 
and USEPA approaches

� A training tool – e.g. includes a section on 
‘Principles of good practice in preparing 
inventories’

The Global Atmospheric Pollution 
Forum Air Pollution Emissions 

Inventory Manual

Version 1.3
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• There are important and often complex linkages between air 
pollution and climate change – in terms of sources and effects.

• There are substantial potential benefits and synergies from 
integrated strategies that address both issues together, achieving 
‘co-benefits’. 

Building Consensus: e.g. Air Pollution/Climate Chang e Co-benefits
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Air Pollution/Climate Change Co-benefits

Despite the linkages and need to coordinate :

The air pollution and climate change communities ha ve tended to 
operate in separate policy and science arenas

• Air pollution policies:  generally at the local, 
national and sometimes regional levels

• Climate policies:  global focus, with some national  
implementation
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Global Forum Stockholm Conference

September 2008 – 110 scientists and policy experts f rom 35 countries, including 
Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, North America and Australia
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Global Forum Stockholm Conference

Program is focused in four areas :

1. Science linkages between air pollution and climat e change; 

2. The effectiveness of integrated assessment techni ques to link 
air pollution and climate policy; 

3. Challenges in developing and applying integrated approaches 
at various policy and geographic levels; and

4. Developing strategies, frameworks, and processes for better 
integrating air pollution and climate change progra mmes.



Ramanathan 2007

��������	�




Pollution ForumGlobal Atmospheric

www.gapforum.org

•Air pollution and 
greenhouse gases mostly 
emitted from the same 
sources

Air Pollution/Climate Change Co-benefits
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Global Forum Stockholm Conference
Major Conclusions :

In both developing and industrialized countries, ab atement of 
air pollution and mitigation of climate change have  generally 
been treated separately. There are, however, large benefits in 
considering the control options together; such appr oaches can  
lead to increased health and/or climate benefits an d decreased 
costs.
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Global Forum Stockholm Conference

Major Conclusions :

Air pollution abatement policies that decrease sulp hate and 
some other aerosols to help protect human health an d the 
environment, will contribute to acceleration of war ming 
because of the ‘cooling’ effect of these aerosols on  climate. 

This could be offset to an extent by reducing the s hort-lived 
warming agents – methane, ozone and black carbon – an d 
emphasizes the urgent need to decrease concentratio ns of 
these substances.
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Global Forum Stockholm Conference

Major Conclusions :

The national level may be the most important for de veloping co-
benefit strategies, since the content and focus of such 
strategies are likely to differ from region to regi on and country 
to country. 

Countries without well established air pollution co ntrol systems
have the opportunity to develop ground-breaking int egrated 
systems more simply and cost-effectively than count ries where 
well established air pollution regulatory systems a re already in
place.
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Global Forum Stockholm Conference

Major Conclusions :

Existing regional air pollution networks, climate n etworks, inter-
governmental agencies and agreements can play an im portant 
role in linking the climate and air pollution commu nities at 
different scales and in sharing expertise.

To develop co-benefits strategies, enhanced collabo ration and 
communication between key climate change and air po llution 
stakeholders is considered essential at internation al, national 
and local scales; these include government departme nts and 
industry.
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We have learnt to swim the river

…but we need to learn to swim the ocean

…this cannot be done over night!

Dieter Schewla
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Thank you for your kind attention!

Chinese proverb:

A clever purpose learns from their 
mistakes but…

…a wise person learns from other peoples
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