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INTRODUCTION 



 
World Environment Day is considered one of the most important events on the environmental 
calendar. It is celebrated every year on 5 June in more than 100 countries around the world.  The Day 
is one of the principal vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of 
the environment and enhances political attention and action. 
 
In 2004, interest in World Environment Day continued to grow as evidenced by the number of 
countries who lent their support to this important United Nations Day, and by the hundreds of 
thousands who accessed the World Environment Day web site.   
 
There was a marked increase in the number of communities taking part this year.  One of the reasons 
was the theme: Wanted! Seas and Oceans – Dead or Alive?  To date, 106 countries have contacted 
UNEP about their World Environment Day activities.  Media coverage was also impressive as 
evidenced by the many press clippings obtained. 
 
The main international World Environment Day 2004 celebrations were held in Barcelona, Spain with 
the support of the City of Barcelona, the Autonomous Government of Catalan, the Government of 
Spain and the Universal Forum of Cultures. Dozens of events over a one-week period were organized 
to commemorate the day.    
 
The World Environment Day information materials were available in four of the six official languages of 
the United Nations – Arabic, English, French and Spanish. And for the first time the web site was 
available in all six official languages. This fact contributed to the overwhelming popularity of the World 
Environment Day web site. During the months of May and June, the site received 3,470,643 hits and 
from January to June almost 5,000,000 hits were received. 
 
Two audio-visual products – a video news release posted on the web site and a Public Service 
Announcement helped to increase publicity. 
 
In addition, UNEP launched its report on cold water corals on the occasion of WED. 
 
UNEP also launched its 4th International Photographic Competition on the Environment, sponsored by 
Canon, in Tokyo, Japan and Barcelona, Spain.  Eighteen other parallel launches were organized in 
various cities around the world, including Senegal. 
 
Activities organized involved all sectors of society, including governments, non-governmental 
organizations, community and youth groups, business, industry, inter-governmental organizations, civil 
society, media and schools.   
 
Some of the projects and programmes undertaken to commemorate World Environment Day included 
clean-up efforts, tree planting, recycling efforts, exhibitions, art and essay competitions, environmental 
awareness campaigns, conferences, concerts and sports activities. 
 
UNEP produced an information kit, which was distributed widely around the globe. The kit included: a 
press release, a poster, a logo sheet, messages from the Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
the Executive Director of UNEP, and a special issue of UNEP’s quarterly magazine, Our Planet. 
 
This Report is based on information received by UNEP of 31 January 2005. 
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
-- 

MESSAGE ON WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
5 June 2004 

 
The marine environment is facing challenges that, if not addressed immediately and effectively, will 
have profound implications for sustainable development.  The theme of World Environment Day 2004 -
- Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive? -- emphasizes that society can no longer view the 
world’s seas as a convenient dumping ground for our waste, or as an unlimited source of plenty. 

 
The facts are clear.  The world’s seas and oceans are becoming increasingly tainted by untreated 
waste water, air-borne pollution, industrial effluent and silt from inadequately managed watersheds.  
Nitrogen overload from fertilizers is creating a growing number of oxygen-starved “dead zones” in 
coastal waters across the globe.  Marine litter is killing up to a million seabirds and 100,000 sea 
mammals and turtles each year.  With more than 40 per cent of the human population already living 
within 60 kilometres of a coast, and the proportion growing, these problems are likely only to increase.  
Moreover, despite the growing reach and intensity of commercial fishing operations, total global fish 
catch is declining.  Nearly three quarters of world fish stocks are being harvested faster than they can 
reproduce. 

 
There is an urgent need for concerted action, on land and sea, at the national, regional and 
international levels.  Mechanisms already exist, including the Global Plan of Action for the Protection 
of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea, and UN Food and Agricultural Organization action plans for fisheries.  Nevertheless, the 
continuing depletion of the world’s fish stocks and the increasing degradation of the marine 
environment indicate that these and other instruments, binding or non-binding, are not being 
sufficiently implemented and enforced. 

 
Less than two years ago, at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, governments committed 
to time-bound goals to end unsustainable fishing practices, restore depleted fish stocks, establish a 
regular global assessment of the marine environment, and create a representative network of marine 
protected areas.  This last goal, to be achieved by 2012, is particularly important.  Less than one-half a 
per cent of marine habitats are protected -- compared with 11.5 per cent of global land area.  Yet 
studies show that protecting critical marine habitats, such as warm- and cold-water coral reefs, sea 
grass beds and mangroves, can dramatically increase fish size and quantity, with obvious benefits to 
large-scale commercial as well as local fisheries. 
 
On this World Environment Day, I urge governments, businesses and individuals everywhere to show 
renewed respect for the seas and oceans from whence all life on earth originated.  Let us all do our 
utmost to ensure that the world’s most prolific natural resource is protected and sustainably managed 
for generations to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY MESSAGE 
by Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP 

 
Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive? 

5 June 2004 
 

Seen from space, our planet is blue, testament to the oceans that cover 70 per cent of its surface. We 
know this because of the billions of dollars that have been spent in recent decades exploring our solar 
system and beyond. The irony of this continuing passion for exploring humanity’s place in the universe 
is that there is a neglected and largely unknown frontier here on Earth about which we know too little.  
 
Earth’s seas and oceans remain largely a mystery. Sixty per cent of the planet is covered by ocean 
more than a mile deep, the vast majority of which is unexplored. Yet, our ignorance is not preventing 
our blind exploitation of what we are increasingly learning is a fragile and finite resource. More than 70 
per cent of the world’s marine fisheries are now fished up to or beyond their sustainable limit. Across 
the world, diners are finding new species of fish on menus as traditional fare becomes ever more 
scarce, while artesian fishing communities, who harvest half the world’s fish catch, are seeing their 
livelihoods increasingly threatened by illegal, unregulated or subsidized commercial fleets. At the 
same time, needlessly destructive fishing practices are killing hundreds of thousands of marine 
species each year and helping to destroy important undersea habitats. 
 
Another threat to marine life and to human health and livelihoods is pollution. Eighty per cent of all 
pollution in the seas comes from land-based activities. Three-quarters of the world’s mega cities are 
located by the sea, and 40 per cent of the world’s population now lives within 60 kilometres of a coast. 
Death and disease caused by polluted coastal waters costs the global economy $12.8 billion a year. 
The annual economic impact of hepatitis from tainted seafood alone is $7.2 billion. But it is not just 
coastal dwellers and industries that pollute the oceans. Rivers that run into the sea carry silt, untreated 
sewage, industrial waste and the assorted rubbish of consumers from far inland. Each year tons of 
discarded plastic products find their way into the oceans, killing hundreds of thousands of marine 
mammals and ocean-going birds, and untold numbers of fish. This waste is not only deadly, it is 
persistent. Animals killed by plastic waste decompose, but the plastic does not. Instead it remains in 
the ecosystem to kill again and again. 
 
Also adding to the ocean’s woes are surplus agricultural fertilizers which, when washed downstream, 
are creating a growing number of coastal dead zones where algal blooms regularly consume all the 
oxygen in the water. Then there is global warming, which is raising sea levels and temperatures. 
Climate change threatens to destroy the majority of the world’s coral reefs, wreak havoc on the fragile 
economies of small island developing states, and devastate the lives of billions of people who live 
within range of the increasingly fierce and frequent storms, hurricanes and typhoons that are battering 
coasts worldwide.  
 
All this adds up to a picture of an ecosystem in crisis. That is why UNEP chose Wanted! Seas and 
Oceans: Dead or Alive? as the theme for World Environment Day 2004. The message is simple. We 
have a choice: act now to save our marine resources, or watch as the rich diversity of life in our seas 
and oceans declines beyond the point of recovery. 
 
The good news is that not only is there increasing global awareness of the crisis facing our seas and 
oceans, there is growing commitment to do something about it. A series of time-bound targets were 



agreed by governments at the World Summit on Sustainable Development to improve fisheries 
management and develop an ecosystem approach to the sustainable development of the seas and 
oceans — including the establishment of a representative network of marine protected areas and a 
regular process for reporting on and assessing the state of the marine environment. 
 
These targets complement the internationally agreed development goals contained in the Millennium 
Declaration. Reducing hunger and poverty, and improving the health, education and opportunities of 
people — especially women and children — throughout the world will go a long way to reducing the 
burden on the seas and oceans.  
 
UNEP is a key player in many of the mechanisms whereby these goals will be achieved. As well as 
participating in preparations for the Global Marine Assessment, UNEP has, in the past year, helped 
alert the global community about the role and status of crucial marine habitats such as sea grass 
beds, mangroves and cold- and warm-water corals, and the importance of increasing marine protected 
areas coverage from the current figure of less than one half a per cent of seas and oceans. These 
habitats will also benefit from the growing strength of the UNEP Global Programme of Action for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA) and the UNEP-supported 
network of regional seas programme and action plans. 
 
However, none of the many plans for the restoration and sustainable use of the world’s seas and 
oceans will succeed without the active support of all sectors of society. Each year World Environment 
Day provides an opportunity for individuals, communities, businesses, industries and local and 
national governments to focus on the world’s environmental challenges. This year the spotlight is on 
seas and oceans. Dead or Alive? It’s our choice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Message from Mr. Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO, on the occasion of World 

Environment Day 2004 
“ Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?”  

5 June 2004 

The world’s oceans and their adjacent seas, along with the living and non-living resources they contain, 
are essential for the survival of life as we know it. The sustainability of the air we breathe, the water we 
drink, the food we eat and the climate in which we live is dependent upon the health of our oceans and 
seas. 

Coastal areas bordering oceans and seas are the home of 50% of the world’s population. Forty-four of 
the world’s nations are small island developing states (SIDS), which are especially dependent on 
oceans. Oceans, coasts and islands support a wide array of human activities of great value and 
significance. Fisheries, for example, are important economically and socially, providing livelihoods 
directly and indirectly for 400 million people. Marine aquaculture is a rapidly growing industry that 
accounts for 30 percent of global fish consumption. Moreover, the travel and tourism industry is the 
fastest growing sector of the global economy, especially with regard to coastal and marine areas. 

The diverse activities undertaken in oceans, coasts and islands are placing increasing pressure on the 
integrity of coastal and marine ecosystems, whose resources are threatened by over-exploitation. 
Today, 75 percent of global fisheries are either fully utilized or over-utilized; 70 percent of 126 marine 
mammal species are threatened; 50 percent of the world’s mangroves have been lost; and important 
sea grass habitats are rapidly being destroyed. The quest for food security for a growing human 
population is leading to intensified agricultural production reliant upon the increased application of 
fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides, thereby contributing to the degradation of coastal and marine 
ecosystems.  

The ocean environment is complex and inaccessible. It is difficult and expensive to study. Furthermore, 
national and international jurisdictions, regional and global agreements and conflicting priorities bring 
added complications. As a result, inter-governmental cooperation is imperative if global issue are to be 
addressed and resolved. This requires strong global and regional institutions that bring scientists, 
researchers and policy-makers together. It also requires the involvement and full participation of local 
communities and stakeholders that are in direct relation with the marine environment and its protection. 
Moreover, future ocean-related developments, such as the exploitation and management of newly 
accessible resources, will certainly require a coherent and integrated approach to international 
cooperation as well as a careful stewardship of fragile environments.  

The protection of oceans and seas is a theme of particular interest to UNESCO. As the sole UN 
organization specialized in ocean science and services, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission of UNESCO has been fully engaged during the last 44 years in improving our 
understanding of the oceans and its resources, and notably by federating countries and partners to 
build a Global Ocean Observing System. 

UNESCO has always sought to bring the power of science and technology to bear upon the needs of 
oceans, coasts and islands, and this continues to require that the results of science are made widely 
available to governments and the different segments of society. In addition, UNESCO has placed 
great emphasis on the need to preserve our common natural and cultural heritage. Indeed, the 
conjunction between science and culture, between natural heritage and cultural heritage, and between 



socio-economic development and environmental protection serves to place UNESCO at the heart of 
contemporary efforts to ensure the sustainable development of oceans, coasts and islands.  

At the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in August/September 2002, Governments 
agreed on an action plan, with specific targets and timetables for action, to address the many 
problems and threats facing the sustainable development of oceans, coasts and islands. These 
targets and timetables represent an important global consensus, reached at the highest political levels, 
on the need for urgent action. The assumption underpinning this agenda for action is that the world is 
still capable of making significant choices but time is running out. If we do too little too late, in effect we 
will be choosing to let our oceans and seas die.  

On World Environment Day, UNESCO reaffirms its commitment to sustainable development in general 
and to the sustainable development and protection of the ocean environment in particular. In the face 
of the stark alternatives before us, the making of timely and informed choices is crucial if our oceans, 
seas and islands are to remain alive. 

Koïchiro Matsuura 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

MESSAGE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR) 
ON THE OCCASION OF WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 

5 JUNE 2004 
 
Tomorrow - 5 June - is World Environment Day. This provides a good opportunity for us to reflect on 
environmental issues. 
 
Caring for the environment is not an option but a priority for both humanitarian and development 
agencies. UNHCR©s primary concern with the environment stems from the need to protect the welfare 
of refugees themselves, as well as that of host communities. Twelve years ago, during the Earth 
Summit in Rio de Janeiro, we planted a seed and have watched it grow through many difficult years. 
Today we have clear environmental policies and guidelines that have been welcomed and approved 
by UNHCR©s Executive Committee. Through hard work and with the generous support of a number of 
donors - together with the expertise of a much larger number of partners - we have transformed these 
policies into practice, bringing positive, visible benefits to refugees and local communities in dozens of 
countries. UNHCR endeavors to make a difference in environmental protection, including respect for 
the natural heritage of refugee-hosting countries. 
 
World Environment Day is designated to give a human face to environmental issues; to empower 
people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development; to promote an 
understanding that community attitudes towards the environment are changing; and to support 
partnership which will ensure all nations and peoples enjoy a safer and more prosperous future.  
 
This year©s theme of World Environment Day is: "Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?" The 
theme asks that we make choices about how to treat the Earth©s seas and oceans. Although this 
theme may not be directly relevant to UNHCR©s environmental activities, let us use this occasion to 
enhance awareness of the importance of the protection of the environment in refugee operations. By 
raising awareness of key issues, working hand in hand with communities and other agencies, UNHCR 
sees this as an opportunity to encourage and motivate participation in many of its own environmental 
activities. The cumulative effect of many people contributing their time and effort to this cause will help 
make World Environment Day a much larger and more meaningful global event. 
 
As UNHCR staff members, we should take part in promoting sound environmental management in 
refugee operations and in the workplace, thereby contributing to ensuring that natural resources are 
protected and sustainable managed for future generations.  
 
Ruud Lubbers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LIST OF COUNTRIES THAT UNDERTOOK 
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY ACTIVITIES IN 2004 

 
Africa Asia/Pacific Europe Latin America/ 

Caribbean 
North America West Asia 

Algeria 
Angola 
Benin 
Botswana* 
Burkina Faso* 
Cameroon 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Gabon* 
Ghana 
Kenya 
Liberia 
Lybia 
Madagascar* 
Malawi* 
Mauritius 
Mauritania 
Morocco 
Mozambique* 
Namibia* 
Nigeria 
Senegal* 
South Africa* 
Tanzania* 
Togo  
Tunisia* 
Uganda 

Afghanistan* 
Australia 
Bangladesh 
Bhutan 
Brunei 
Cambodia 
Fiji 
Hong Kong 
India 
Indonesia 
Republic of  
  Korea 
Japan 
Kazakhstan 
Malaysia 
Maldives 
Myanmar 
Nepal 
New   
  Caledonia* 
New Zealand 
Pakistan 
People’s Republic 
  of  China 
Philippines 
Samoa 
Sri Lanka 
Tahiti French   
  Polynesia 
Thailand 
Vietnam 
 

Albania* 
Austria* 
Belgium 
Channel 
  Islands* 
Denmark* 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Ireland 
Italy 
Kyrgyz 
  Republic* 
Liechtenstein* 
Monaco* 
The   Netherlands*
Norway 
Romania 
Russia 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Tajikistan* 
Turkey* 
Ukraine* 
United Kingdom  
Uzbekistan 
Yugoslavia* 
 

Argentina 
Bahamas* 
Brazil 
Cayman Islands 
Colombia* 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Ecuador 
Guatemala* 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Honduras* 
Mexico 
St. Lucia* 
Trinidad & Tobago 
Venezuela 

United States of 
  America 
Canada  

Bahrain 
Jordan* 
Palestine 
Qatar 
Saudi Arabia* 
United Arab 
   Emirates 
 

 
·  * Countries which undertook World Environment Day activities, but did not submit a report (105 as 
       at December 2004) 

 
·  N.B. Some countries may have undertaken World Environment Day activities, but did not indicate 

this to UNEP, therefore, they have not been listed. 



AFRICA 
 
ALGERIA 
 
Algiers 
The Algerian Ministry of Planning and Environment celebrated World Environment Day by organizing: 
a drawing competition for hospitalized children on the WED theme of seas and oceans whereby the 12 
winning pictures were featured in the Ministry’s 2005 calendar; cleaning and recycling campaigns 
throughout the country: awareness-building exercises on how to fight against marine pollution; and an 
exhibition highlighting Algeria’s coastline. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Madame Oudina Amel 
Tel: 021438264 
Fax: 021432811 
Courriel: bent_oudi@yahoo.fr 
 
ANGOLA 
 
World Environment Day 2004 was greatly celebrated in coastal cities and in the inland regions of 
Angola. 
 
The Ministry of Urban Planning and Environment and environmental NGOs organized a number of 
activities aimed at increasing public awareness on conservation and the sustainable use of the marine 
and coastal resources.  The following activities were convened under the World Environment Day 
slogan “ Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?”  with focus on sustainability of the marine 
biodiversity, inland based activities and coastal development. 
 
TV debate 
The Ecological Youth of Angola (JEA), in partnership with Public Television of Angola (www.TPA.ao) 
aired on 5 June a TV debate on the World Environment Day theme.  The debate participants included 
representatives of UN agencies, environmental NGOs, fishery cooperatives, business corporations 
and government institutions.  JEA and other participating institutions took advantage of the TV debate 
to promote environmental books and other public awareness products on the marine environment. 
 
It was recommended that the government of Angola integrate all relevant stakeholders in the land 
management process and tourism development along the coastline to ensure their environmental 
sustainability.       
  
Cubal municipality 
The national celebrations in Angola were held in Cubal municipality, Province of Benguela, Southwest 
Angola. 
 
The Ministry of Urban Planning and Environment chose this municipality because it is an inland 
industrial region, which is promoting environmental sustainability of its inland-based activities in order 
to reduce waste and other negative impacts on the seas. 
 
The event was opened on 5 June by the Deputy Minister of Urban Planning and Environment, Dr 
Graciano Domingos, and was attended by representatives of the Provincial Government of Benguela, 
local environmental NGOs, the business sector, youth and professional associations and the media.   
 
Clean up effort 
JEA, in partnership with other environmental NGOs and tourism operators in Luanda, organized a 
clean up the coast event aimed at reducing waste disposals into the sea and coastal areas of the 
capital.  The event took place on 5 and 6 June, and promoted public awareness of the need to reduce 
waste.  During the weekend event, participants collected waste found on the beach, e.g. metal, glass, 



old wood, heavy plastics and old batteries. Papers found were kept by JEA’s volunteer members to 
produce gifts and souvenirs from recycling processes for the 2004 Christmas season. 
 
BENIN  
 
The Agency of Young Reporters of Environment and Health in Benin (AYOREB) organized a youth-led 
march to disseminate information about the need to protect the environment on the occasion of World 
Environment Day. This event was followed by a live debate/conference on the State of the 
Environment in the country and the expectations of the youth. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Djossou Gbemiga Christophe 
CEO of AYOREB 
09 P.O. Box 278  
Cotonou, Benin 
Tel: 00229 69 84 55 
E-mail: gbemiga2@yahoo.co.uk, ayoreb2@yahoo.co.uk, ayoreb@columnist.com 
 
EGYPT  

 
World Environment Day was an opportunity for raising conservation 
awareness, and demonstrating that concerned citizens can take effective 
action to keep the seas alive! 
 
 

 
5 June was celebrated on the Red Sea coast of Egypt from Hurghada to Wadi El 
Gemal National Park with underwater, beach and mangrove clean-up exercises 
and events to honour all those who participated in protecting this valuable 
resource.  In the environs of Hurghada, the World Environment Day festivities 
began in the morning with an underwater clean up of a snorkeling reef at Small 
Magawish Island, followed by an afternoon clean-up around a shipwreck on 
Sheraton Reef.  Divers collected six large bags of bottles, pipes, fishing nets, 
ropes, plastics and metals. Other heavy items found but left behind on the 

seafloor included tires, iron railings, a porcelain toilet, and concrete blocks. 
 
Dr. Moustafa Fouda, Director of the Nature Conservation Sector of the Egyptian Environmental Affairs 
Agency (EEAA), inspired collective action. Together, the Red Sea Rangers, the USAID-funded Red 
Sea Sustainable Development Project and the Academy for Educational Development, joined forces 
with the Red Sea Governorate, the Red Sea Diving and Water Sports Association, and HEPCA to 
sponsor these activities. 
 
Near the town of Quseir, other clean-ups took place in three coastal mangrove areas, namely Wadi 
Abu Hamara, Sharm el Bahari and Sharm el Qibli. The Rangers collaborated with local tourist resorts, 
dive centers and local residents to collect more than 80 large bags of refuse.  At the end of the day, 
the Quseir Ranger Office awarded Certificates of Appreciation to the participants.  On Wadi El Gimal 
Island, divers, tourists, young people and adults from the coastal resorts and the Marsa Alam and 
Shams Alam Rangers participated in removing garbage from the island©s beaches, one of which is 
home to 80 Hawksbill Turtle nests. 
 
The highlight of World Environment Day was the celebration on Hurghada©s Public Beach No.5 in the 
evening, which was attended by some 200 people. Rangers greeted guests in an underwater float and 
clowns gave out candy. The well-known Egyptian poet, Abdel Rahman El Abouneidy, recited 
environmental poems and stressed the importance of conserving all natural resources. He also invited 
members of the audience to recite their poems on the occasion. Children from El Mina preparatory 



school in Hurghada performed a play on the Red Sea, as part of their contribution to Egypt’s 
Environmental Award Programme. This was followed by an audience participation Red Sea quiz and 
prizes were given to the winners. 
 
Guests wandered about and visited the Rangers booth, which displayed the campaign materials 
produced for the Red Sea. The public awareness team was at the booth to answer any queries. The 
booth also featured Bakkar, a character from the famous Egyptian cartoon series that promotes Red 
Sea conservation and several "Mini Rangers", represented by two-year old triplets attired in ranger 
livery. The ceremony ended with the distribution of Certificates of Appreciation to all those that 
participated in World Environment Day.  It was a positive, up-beat event that focused attention on 
"What is" and "What can" be done to preserve the treasures of the Red Sea. 
 
AOYE in Egypt concentrated on the Seas and Oceans theme as Egypt has coastline on the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. Presentations and talks on marine environment protection were 
also held to celebrate World Environment Day. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Cheryl Groff & John McEachern 
Hurghada, EGYPT 
E-mail:  jmceachern@eepp-psu.org 
 
ETHIOPIA 
 
World Environment Day was celebrated in several parts of Ethiopia on 5 June. The biggest events 
were in Addis Ababa and in Zeway, a zonal town in Oromia State – 160 kilometres south of the capital. 
The Federal Environmental Protection Authority of Ethiopia coined a locally relevant theme: 
Sustainable Development Of Rivers and Lakes, which was used alongside the international theme: 
Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?  
 
In the celebrations in Addis Ababa, UNEP was a partner in a working group coordinated by the Clean 
and Green Addis Society (CGAS), a multi-stakeholder group, in close collaboration with the Addis 
Ababa Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) and the Addis Ababa City Council. The activity in 
Addis Ababa was in two parts: a clean-up in the morning of Bantyiketu River which flows through the 
centre of the city, and an afternoon workshop at the Ghion Hotel organized to discuss a preliminary 
study of the same river for the development of a rehabilitation project. The UNEP Addis Ababa Office 
addressed both gatherings while the guest of honour at the clean up was the head of Addis Ababa 
Health Bureau, Dr. Eyob Kamil.  The United Nations Country Team was represented by the Assistant 
Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The EPA played a 
role in the cleaning activities by mobilizing community groups from various wards and by providing 
heavy equipment to move old dumps. 
 
The main focus of discussion at the workshop on the Bantiyketu River basin rehabilitation was the 
report and project proposal by Prof Belete Lakew, Sanitary Engineer from the Technology Faculty of 
Addis Ababa University. Dr. Tamiru Alemayehu from the UNEP/UNESCO project on Ground Water 
Assessment and Dr. Stephen Donkor from UN-Water and UNECA actively participated in the 
workshop and volunteered to be a member of the task force organized by CGAS to refine the project 
prior to solicitation of funds for its implementation. 
 
GHANA 
 

Earth Service, an environmental non-governmental organization (NGO) in 
Ghana launched UNEP©s Plant for the Planet campaign on the occasion of 
World Environment Day. Some 1,500 people participated in the event 
including children from various schools, representatives of UN agencies, 
including the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Food 



and Agricultural Organization (FAO), the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC), the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), government ministries, corporations and the media, as well as a 
number of NGOs. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Mr. Joshua Awuku-Apaw 
Earth Service 
Accra,Ghana 
E-mail: awukapaw@yahoo.co.uk 
 
KENYA  
 
Dadaab 
In North Eastern Kenya, World Environment Day 2004 was marked by week-long festivities in the 
Dadaab Refugee Camp. Throughout the week, the refugees, the host community and Aid Agencies 
participated in plastic waste collection, tree-planting efforts, parabolic solar cooking competitions and 
football matches.  Song, dance, essays and plays, illustrating the theme and accompanied by colourful 
banners, were produced by the refugees and hoisted at selected venues. The German Technical 
Cooperation Agency (GTZ) reinforced the message with appropriately emblazoned t-shirts and caps, 
and awarded prizes for environmental achievements during the year. 
 
Nairobi 
On the occasion of World Environment Day 2004, the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC) in 
Nairobi organized a symposium for the less privileged schools in the city. Seven schools comprising 
154 students and 20 teachers participated in this event, which was held at the United Nations 
Headquarters at Gigiri. Three speakers from UNEP engaged the participants in a discussion on the 
World Environment Day theme: Wanted! Sea and Oceans – Dead or Alive? The presentation 
generated long debates between the students and the facilitators. In addition, a quiz was given to the 
students and those who performed well received a T-shirt and books. All the students received 
information materials on the UN and UNEP for their school library. 
 
Kericho District 
On the occasion of World Environment Day, the National Environment Management Authority Cereals 
Board in Kericho District organized a wide range of activities as a build-up, during and after the day. 
Activities included: tree planting, wetlands conservation, clean-up, soil conservation, environmental 
competition among schools and communities, drama and a programme to promote the development of 
a culture of environmental care. Various institutions, private companies, churches, schools, 
community-based organizations and government departments participated. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Mr. O. Z. Ouma 
District Environment Officer-Kericho 
National Environment Management Authority 
Cereals Board 
P. O. Box 976 
Kericho, Kenya 
 
Kisumu,  
The Kenya Neem Foundation, under the leadership of Ms. Perin Fitter, (better known as Mama Neem) 
celebrated World Environment Day by promoting the use of Neem products and educating the public 
about its various uses. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Ms Perrin Fitter  
P.O. Box 1268 
Kisumu, Kenya 



Mombasa 
Kenya’s National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) earlier this year used the occasion of 
World Environment Day – to present two “Exemplary Achievement” awards for environmental 
conservation to the giant cement producer, Lafarge East Africa, for its ongoing expansion of 
pioneering work in rehabilitating used quarries mined by its Mombasa subsidiary, Bamburi Cement.  
This initiative was undertaken to recognize the group’s continuing commitment to excellence in both 
nature conservation and environmentally responsible industrial practice. 
 
The Bamburi subsidiary’s Green Schools Project, a new reforestation initiative for creating woodlots in 
impoverished arid and semi-arid areas of Kenya is now in its pilot phase at 12 rural schools in remote 
parts of the country’s Eastern Province. 
 
In the run-up to 2004’s World Environment Day, 3,000 trees were planted at Bamburi Cement’s 
Nairobi Grinding Plant. 
 
LIBERIA 
 
The Environment Theme Group of Liberia, under the direction and guidance of the Environmental 
Protection Agency and with support from the UNDP Country Office, observed World Environment Day 
in the Capital, Monrovia.  Activities which lasted three days, included: 
 
3 June  

·  Outreach programmes to schools, communities and internally displaced people©s camps for 
public awareness about the importance of oceans and seas. 

·  Radio talk show on Radio Veritas 
 
4 June  

·  Bicycle race: a contest for young people and former combatants 
·  Radio talk show on United Nations Radio in Liberia 

 
5 June 

·  World Environment Day Parade 
·  Programme at the Monrovia City Hall Theatre 

 
For more information, please contact: 
Mr. Ben Turtur Donnie 
Biodiversity Unit 
United Nations Development Programme 
Simpson Building, Mamba Point 
Monrovia, Liberia 
Tel: 231 226211 
E-Mail: ben.donnie@undp.org, benturturdonnie@yahoo.com 
 
LIBYA 
 
To commemorate World Environment Day, the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC) in Tripoli 
organized a one-week campaign on the environment for the general public under the title "Cleaning 
the Beach". This activity was organized by the International Organization for Peace, Care and Relief, 
the Canadian Embassy, Scouts and Guides and various NGOs. A drawing competition was also 
organized by the Canadian Embassy with the support of the private sector. 
 
On 5 June, the General Authority for Environment, the Gaddafi Foundation for Relief and a number of 
NGOs celebrated World Environment Day on the campus of the General Environment Authority in the 
capital.  A seminar was held on this occasion. 
 



UNIC distributed information materials prepared especially for World Environment Day. The Secretary-
General©s World Environment Day message in Arabic was sent to the major local newspapers. Books, 
pamphlets and information materials as well as posters on the environment and the UN in general, 
were also distributed. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Mr. Habiba Gamoudi,  
Information Assistant 
UNIC, Tripoli, Libya 
 
MAURITANIA 
 
Clean Beach in Mauritania held their World Environment Day activities in conjunction with the MiRDE 
and UNDP. “Passports to the sea” were presented to personalities who made a positive contribution to 
the protection of the local marine environment. A beach clean up was also organized. 
 
MAURITIUS 

The purpose of the World Environment Day project in Mauritius was to 
attract people’s attention and to get them to actively participate in cleaning 
a fallow land located on Pope Hennessy Rd in Curepipe in order to regain 
fertility for future crop. The project consisted of creating a botanical 
garden, a retaining wall, a path, educational tours and a parking lane of 
180 metres long to promote sustainable social and ecological 
development. The botanical garden acted as a springboard to a large 
network of eco-citizens, in an effort to promote eco tourism and eco-

philosophy and to foster sustainable behaviour in the community. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Jean Michel Laurent 
1 Daruty de Grand pre.  
Curepipe Rd  
Mauritius  
E-mail: j_michel_laurent@hotmail.com 
 
MOROCCO  
 
The Centre for Environmental Issues and Regional Development, Alakhawayn University organized a 
workshop entitled Renewable Energies and Energy Efficiency - Responsibility of all for the sustainable 
development of the Middle Atlas. 
 
High human pressure on the forests of the Middle Atlas and the absence of local and regional 
alternative energy strategies, as well as limited environmental awareness programmes were reviewed 
and discussed with the various stakeholders (forestry department, community representatives, NGOs, 
local government, private sector, media representatives, research centres, academic units, among 
others). Recommendations for appropriate energy alternatives and environmental education 
programmes for the community were made. A contest of renewable energy projects (painting, 
renewable energy prototypes in schools) were part of the World Environment Day. An exhibition of 
books and renewable energy equipment was shown. In addition, a tree planting programme and the 
monitoring of previous environmental activities took place in various schools in Ifrane City. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Pr Bachir Raissouni, Phd 
Executive Director 
AUI Centre of Environmental Issues and Regional Development (AUI CEIRD) 
Alakhawayn University, B.P 1884 Ifrane 53000 Morocco 



E-mail: B.Raissouni@Alakhawayn.ma 
URL: http://www.ceird.ma 
 
NIGERIA 
 
Ahoada 
Earth Skin Conservation Foundation (ESCF) Nigeria - an environmental NGO, once again, marked 
World Environment Day by advancing environmental activism at the local level, through advocacy, 
public education, and coalition building. Activities by ESCF included: 
 
Post Primary School Essay Competition 
Topic: Our Environment and the 21st century 
Date: 6 May - 5 June 2004 
 
Public Lecture 
Topic: Wanted: Sea And Oceans - Dead Or Alive? 
Date: 5 June 2004 
 
Official Launch of Earth Skin Newsletter: Safeguarding the Earth 
Date: 5 June 2004 
Venue: Information Centre Ahoada Town Ahoada East Local  
Government Area Rivers State Nigeria. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Philip Ndu Echeya 
President (ESCF) Nigeria 
Tel: (+234) 0803-3407740 
E-Mail: earthskinfoundation@yahoo.com 
 
Ibadan  
A group of students at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria raised awareness about World Environment 
Day 2004 by organizing a green concert on 5 June, a public lecture and clean-up exercises. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Bunmi Sodipo  
E-mail: bunmidipo@yahoo.com 
 
Ondo State  
The World Environment Day programme was divided into three components: 
 
Volunteers Training - The goal of this project was to raise environmental awareness at the 
community level by sharing knowledge and transferring some of the skills needed to improve 
sanitation, prevention and conservation of the environment. 
 
Community Outreach/Education - The enhancement of environmental protection and conservation 
in coastal communities in Ondo State required advocacy and sustained public education, which would 
achieve a change in poor domestic and public waste disposal practice and environmental pollution. 
This could be achieved by developing the capacity of the people in the community via ‘Civic- 
environmentalism” to deal with the issue of environmental pollution. 
 
Universe Protectors proposes to extend its community outreach activities to the following centres.  
(1) Akure (OJA OBA) 
(2) Okitipupa water front 
(3) Igbokoda water front 
(4.) Igbekebo water front 
 



Round Table On The Environment – This final aspect of the project was a public lecture series on 
areas of importance in sustainable sea and ocean development in Ondo State. Papers were presented 
by professionals, administrators and stakeholders in the environmental sector. At the end of the 
lectures a roundtable discussion followed. 
 
Portharcourt, Rivers State 
The Niger Delta Leaders Forum, in conjunction with the Niger Delta Development Commission (an 
agency of the Federal Government of Nigeria) organized a National Summit/workshop to discuss the 
future environmental impact of oil exploration on the Niger Delta. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Orlukwu. G. Johnson 
Chairman, Organising Committee 
Tel. 234-8033092188 
Portharcourt, Rivers State  
Nigeria 
E-mail: gtimeintl@yahoo.com 
 
Zaria  
The Campus Action for a Responsive Environment - ABU (CARE-ABU), a campus-based environment 
organization in Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria, sensitised the student body and the university 
community of the need to protect the environment by organizing World Environment Day activities, 
including: 

·  Seminars/Lectures on environmental issues; 
·  Poster exhibitions;  
·  Photo and essay competitions; and a 
·  Mini Tree Planting Campaign 

 
For more information, please contact: 
Agbo, B Jerome (Coordinator, CARE-ABU), 
P.O. Box 29 ABU Post Office, 
Faculty of Education,  
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, 810001, 
Kaduna State 
Nigeria. 
E-mail: care.abu.zaria@africamail.com 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Extract from remarks by Marthinus Van Schalkwyk, Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, 
speaking at Kalk Bay Harbour, on 3 June 2004  

The international theme for World Environment Day this year is “ Wanted! Seas and Oceans Dead or 
Alive?”  Today South Africa answers that question in no uncertain terms – our oceans and marine 
resources are a global treasure and we will act, in partnership with our coastal communities, to ensure 
that they thrive, expand and teem with life. 
 
The City of Cape Town hosted the Youth Environmental School (YES) programme under the theme 

Wanted! Seas and Oceans – Deal or Alive?  
 
YES 2004 was the fifth programme the City hosted from 31 May to 4 June with an 
Eco-School Teachers’ Workshop on 5 June, at the Chrysalis Academy in Tokai. 
YES was hosted at the Academy with 15 satellite venues: 
 
1. Blaauwberg EE Centre (Blaauwberg Conservation Area – Eerste Steen) 



2. Boulders Beach (Cape Peninsula National Park - Simon’s Town) 
3. Edith Stephens EE Centre (Edith Stephens Wetland Park - Philippi)  
4. Edutrain (Simon’s Town Museum & SA Naval Museum) 
5. Environmental Education Resource Unit (Cape Flats Nature Reserve, University of Western Cape 

- Bellville) 
6. Kristo Pienaar EE Centre (Tygerberg Nature Reserve – Welgemoed) 
7. Macassar Dunes (Macassar) 
8. Mike Woods EE Centre (Helderberg Nature Reserve – Somerset West) 
9. Rietvlei EE Centre (Rietvlei Nature Reserve (Table View) 
10. Rondevlei EE Centre (Rondevlei Nature Reserve – Grassy Park) 
11. Table Mountain (Lower Cableway Station) 
12. West Coast Field Studies Centre (Paarden Eiland Wetlands - Brooklyn) 
13. Wolfgat Nature Reserve (Tafelsig) 
14. Zandvlei EE Centre (Zandvlei Estuary Nature Reserve - Muizenberg) 
15. Zeekoevlei EE Centre (Zeekoevlei Nature Reserve – Grassy Park) 
 
A total of 48 organizations with 65 presenters made 77 different presentations and activities (e.g. 
Rivers for Life, Learn Not To Burn, Drug Awareness, Wetlands, Know Your Birds, Children Living on 
the Streets, Discover Science, HIV/AIDS and You). 
 
The programme was open to all primary and special schools in the City and was free of charge. To 
ensure that all schools had an equal opportunity to participate, especially marginalized schools, bus 
transport (two buses per school) were made available gratis. A total of 237 buses were used. 
 
On 5 June an Eco-Schools Teacher©s Workshop, with about 160 teachers, learners and service 
providers, was organized.  During the week there was a Teachers’ Resource Centre with 33 exhibitors 
to assist teachers and schools with learning support materials (most of these resource were free). 
 
The City employs 40 unemployed youths as ushers for the duration of the YES programme to assist 
with the logistics of the programme.   

 
The following 10 City of Cape Town departments made presentations at YES 2004: 

1. 107 Public Emergency Communication Centre  
2. Air Pollution Control 
3. Catchment Management 
4. Disaster Management 
5. Environmental Health 
6. Environmental Management (2 presentations) 
7. Fire and Life Safety 
8. Nature Conservation: 

·  Edith Stevens Wetland Park 
·  Tygerberg Nature Reserve 
·  Rondevlei Nature Reserve 
·  Zandvlei Estuary Nature Reserve  
·  Rietvlei Nature Reserve 
·  Blaauwberg Conservation Area 

9. Solid Waste Department 
10. Water & Sanitation Department:  Water Innovation Centre 

 
About 29,000 learners from 127 schools benefited from the Programme. 
 
TOGO 

On 5 June 2004, a network of 13 NGOs from Togo called « The National 
Consumers and Environmental Alliance of Togo » (ONG ANCE/Togo) 
organized two activities to celebrate World Environment Day.  



The first was an information meeting held in the morning of 5 June. Widely covered in the local press, 
the meeting, which was chaired by the director of ONG ANCE, Mr. Ebeh Adayade Kodjo, touched on a 
number of issues affecting the Togolese environment, namely: the dumping of untreated industrial 
waste into the oceans and seas of Togo by the region’s largest industrial companies including, IFG-
Togo, Benin Brewery, NIOTO and others; and the agricultural overuse of chemical fertilizers in the 
coastal regions and near rivers.   
 
The meeting called upon the government and the public to take appropriate action to protect the 
marine ecosystem.  
 
The second part of the activities organized was held in the afternoon. Over 4,000 people marched 
through the main streets of the capital Lomé. The hour-long march helped draw the country’s attention 
to the growing risks to seas and oceans and the need to adopt urgent measures to protect them.  
 
The day was a great success and observers are hopeful that it will lead to proactive decision taking for 
safeguarding our seas and oceans. 
 
UGANDA 
 
Wakiso Environment Conservation & Development Initiative in Uganda held their World Environment 
Day activities from 21 May to 5 June. Litter prevention, waste reduction, effective water use and 
sustainable living were discussed with schools and communities during a “Restoration Week”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



ASIA AND PACIFIC 
 
AUSTRALIA 

Announcement of the 2004 Lithgow Environmental Awards was held at the Lithgow Council Chambers 
to coincide with World Environment Day. 

Opening of the whale-watching season also coincided with World Environment Day. 

Clean Up the World (CUW) members around the globe celebrated World Environment Day 2004 by 
taking action to improve their local environment. CUW encouraged its members to hold activities to 
complement the seas and oceans theme on or around 5 June. 

Taree©s 14th Annual Envirofair, in New South Wales - Celebrating World Environment Day 2004, 
Taree Showground. Taree Envirofair Hosts a wide variety of enviro-focused stalls including organic 
gardening, solar energy, alternative education, recycled products, water, waste, energy and plenty 
more.�  

 
To coincide with World Environment Day, eight high-profile Australians made a national plea over 
clear felling.  More than 300 people attended a public meeting in Perth, Western Australia, and 600 
were at a meeting in Brisbane. About 700 attended a meeting in Adelaide and about 1600 were in 
Sydney. Rallies were also held in Melbourne and Sydney. In Hobart, World Environment Day was 
celebrated on the Parliament House lawns with dancers, bands, stalls and speeches. 
 
Aitken Hill 

 
Aitken Hill, Australia©s only purpose built conference and events venue is set 
on 170 acres of rolling countryside just 25 minutes from Melbourne©s city 
centre.  Years ago the area around Aitken Hill©s property was cleared for 
farming.  As part of their commitment to nurture the environment, they set up 
a five-year regeneration programme (now in its third year) to ensure that 
suitable Australian native flora is replanted on the site. 

 
Aitken Hill planted 500 trees and shrubs on 5 June to promote World Environment Day 2004. The 
WED logo and a short description about the day on the centre©s messaging screens, which were 
located within the building and accommodation rooms, helped create awareness amongst the 
hundreds of people that pass through the building every week. 
 
Aitken Hill is committed to making a conscious effort to sustain its environment, not only for Australia, 
but for the world at large. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Cynthia Adams  
Promotions Coordinator  
Aitken Hill, Australia©s Leading Conference and Event Venue 
E-mail: promotions@aitkenhill.com 
URL: http://www.aitkenhill.com.au 
 
Alice Springs  
Ever imagine Central Australia covered in a vast inland ocean with all sorts of sea creatures swimming 
around?  Evidence of these seashore relatives still exists here today. This World Environment Day 
found out what one can do to look after our precious oceans and waterways from the heart of 
Australia. 
 
The Alice Springs Desert Park organized a World Environment Day special event under the theme: 
Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive? This activity was the effort of the Northern Territory 



Parks and Wildlife Commission (NTPWC) Junior Ranger Programme. Young people between the ages 
of 9 and 14 were enrolled in the programme, which is free.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
Kylie Green 
Park Guide 
Alice Springs Desert Park 
P. O. Box 2130 
Alice Springs 
Northern Territory 0871 
Australia 
E-mail: ASDPGuides.PWCNT@PLMBAY.PWCNT.NT.GOV.AU 
 
Canterbury 
The Youth Environment Forum was attended by Mimi Zou and Rochelle Beh. A brainstorming session 
during the Forum resulted in an idea for a project called Canterbury Youth Environment Leaders 
(YEL!), which was launched in conjunction with World Environment Day 2004. Councilor Robson 
suggested that, as part of an environmental initiative, Youth Council consider being involved in one of 
Canterbury Council’s organized Community Tree Planting Days. 
 
Gold Coast  
Gecko - Gold Coast and the Hinterland Environment Council once again hosted the regional World 
Environment Day ©do’! – a community festival which celebrated our precious Planet Earth. The ©do!©  
showcased environmental products and solutions, and featured fantastic music and live performances, 
childrens© activities, market stalls, gourmet food, an art gallery and government and industry 
representation. 
 
The ©do!© a free, family celebration was held on the banks of the beautiful Currumbin Estuary on the 
Gold Coast. It is a wondrous and wonderful celebration of community, environment and culture, and is 
a focal point in our remembering that ©what we do changes the world!© 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Dominic Farnworth 
Event Convenor 
E-mail: bewilderness@austarnet.com.au 
 
Kingscote, Kangaroo Island 
As an Island community, residents of Kangaroo Island in South Australia had a close connection to the 
sea and a strong desire to see the marine environment of their island protected. 
 
In keeping with this year©s World Environment Day theme, Kingscote Area School undertook a study of 
the marine environment with the participation of the whole school. The results, outlined in a brochure, 
was launched on World Environment Day. 
 
In addition, very large artwork created by students (with the aid of a local artist) from beach litter 
collected from around the island was unveiled. The school joined with other island community groups 
with a similar focus on the integrity of the marine environment to make the day a great celebration of 
commitment to this cause.  The event was held from 9:30 through to 4 pm on the Queenscliffe Lawns. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Phyl Bartram or Scott Johnston  
TeleTel: 61 8 85532074 
Kingscote Area School, 5 Centenary Ave,  
Kingscote 
South Australia 5223 
E-mail: sjohnsto@kingscotas.sa.edu.au 



Melbourne  
On 6 June, a March & Rally event with performances by David Bridie, Kutcha Edwards, Paul Kelly and 
the Cat Empire took place in Melbourne. Speakers included award-wining author Richard Flanagan, 
gardening guru Peter Cundall and Peter Phelps for Stingers, plus face painting and lots of things for 
kids to do, State Library to Federation Square. On 5 June, a Dance Party with Stephen Allkins, Josh 
Abrahams, Tamas Jones took place. 
 
Nelson Bay 
On 5 - 6 June, the Nelson Bay Town Management in Australia celebrated its second annual Festival of 
The Whales to coincide with World Environment Day with this year©s theme Wanted! Seas and 
Oceans - Dead or Alive? The festival marked the commencement of the annual whale migration 
along Australia©s East Coast and was also a celebration of the local marine environment in Port 
Stephens - one of Australia©s premier dolphin and whale watch centres. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
David Cromarty 
E-mail: nbtm@nelsonbay.com 
 
Northern Territory 
The Office of Environment & Heritage coordinated World Environment Day activities on Saturday 12 
June at the Wesleyan Church area at the George Brown Darwin Botanical Gardens. 
 
Northern Territory celebrated the national theme of the Year of the Built Environment. World 
Environment Day activities this year focused on why and how the negative impacts of the built 
environment on the natural environment can be minimized. 
 
Queensland  
To mark World Environment Day, the Federal Labour Party launched the framework for its water 
policy.  

 
Hannaford’s Events, an Australia-based company that owns an exciting new theatre 
event product called Flames Of The Forest (FOTF) – Theatre of light and shadow, 
which was pioneered with Conservation Volunteers Australia (CVA) and launched 
last year. Through this special event guests experienced a theatre/dining and 
cultural event set in the rainforests of tropical north Queensland Australia. 
 
For World Environment Day, FOTF launched an Australian first - the 000 (One 
person, One tree, One world) concept - regeneration project where every 

participant discovers they have generated the planting of one tree on Australian soil as they are 
entertained in the stunning surroundings of the rainforest during the FOTF evening. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Nick Hannaford 
Hannaford©s Events Pty Ltd., 
Trading as Hannaford©s Events and Flames of the Forest 
Tel Sydney - 02 93562909 
Tel Queensland - 07 40982755  
E-mail: nick@hannafords.com.au 
URL:http://www.hannafords.com.au, http://www.flamesoftheforest.com.au 
 
St. Kilda, Victoria  
On the occasion of World Environment Day 2004, Coast care in conjunction with Quicksilver Board 
riders Club, hosted an environmental rehabilitation and education day at the world famous Bells Beach 
known for its surfing. Everyone was invited to join in the revegetation of indigenous plants around the 
Winkipop area and come on an environmental interpretative tour. 
 



Those who did not make it on Saturday to Bells were invited to a similar event at St Kilda. There a 
habitat re-establishment for St Kilda’s fairy penguin population, indigenous plantings at West Beach, 
interpretative walks, food and family entertainment took place. In addition, cameras and TVs were 
available for participants to see what is actually under the pier and to find out what the destructive 
Northern Pacific Sea star is doing to the bay. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Matthew Redd or Siân Jones 
Tel. 0403 792 773 
E-mail: smjo@deakin.edu.au 
URL : www.earthcarestkilda.org.au 
 
Sydney   
Greenpeace Asia Pacific organized The Bondi Pavilion Community & Cultural Centre and the Marine 

Discovery Centre Bondi Beach events at Bondi Beach in Sydney and at a number of 
University Campuses around Australia.  

The Wilderness Society organized a free concert with Jimmy Barnes, Diesel and 
Family, award-winning author Richard Flanagan, Vince Jones and Triple J’s Adam 
Spencer.  A classical ensemble of voice, trumpet and organ, the presentation of the 
Environment Award for Children’s Literature and more took place on 5 June at 
Sydney Town Hall. 

Celebrations were held on 4 June in the Snowy Mountains to mark Kosciuszko National Park’s 60th 

anniversary on World Environment Day. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Will Jones, Executive Director 
Marine Discovery Centre Bondi Beach Inc. 
Bondi Pavilion, Queen Elizabeth Drive 
Bondi Beach NSW 2026  
AUSTRALIA 
E-mail: marinediscovery@bigpond.com  
URL: www.marinediscovery.org.au 
 
Tasmania 
Macquarie Island in the sub-Antarctic zone received a clean up over two days as part of the World 
Environment Day celebrations. A group of 14 volunteers took to the island’s west coast to remove 
debris including fishing nets, ropes and plastic bags. 
 
On World Environment Day 2004, Greens Senator Bob Brown called on Australia©s 15 million voters to 
make saving Tasmania©s forests and wildlife a vote changing issue in the impending election. There 
were rallies, concerts and other events around the nation for the iconic forests. 
 
Townsville 
In Townsville, World Environment Day 2004 was celebrated over a one-week period, from 4 to 11 
June 2004 with the following activities: 
 

·  Future Leaders Congress with Reef Guardian Schools - Council Chambers, Time: 9am - 3pm, 
Reef Guardian Schools, Conducted by Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
Supported by Townsville City Council; 

·  Strand Night Markets, Time: 5pm to 9pm, Come along and enjoy the great atmosphere of the 
Strand Night Markets and see Council©s Environmental Display. Find out more about local 
environmental projects, environmental initiatives and details about Environment Week Events; 

·  Exploring the Intertidal Zone at Rowes Bay (Kissing Point End), Time: 3:15pm for a 3:30pm 
start. Meet at The Esplanade, Rowes Bay. The tour will be led by Dr Gilliane Brodie, PhD - of 
the School of Marine Biology & Aquaculture, James Cook University. 



Sturdy shoes, hat, and water are required. Gloves are recommended. The tour is expected to 
last between 1.5 - 2 hours; 

·  EcoFiesta 2004, Queens Gardens, Time: 12 midday - 5pm. Come along and celebrate 
Townsville©s Environment. Heaps of activities and over 40 displays. Presentation of the 
Environmental Excellence & Sustainability Awards - for Sustainability in Business Award, 
Community Group Award, Primary School Award and High School Award (The individual 
Award is presented at a separate Evening Function); 

·  WALOR (What a Load of Rubbish) programme. WALOR in action with a local school and the 
presentation of Clean Up Australia Day Certificates to several of the 13 schools that took part 
in the programme this year. 

 
Western Australia 
This year on World Environment Day, the United Nations Association in Western Australia (UNAA-
WA) launched a Photographic Exhibition of Marine and Coastal Environments, in conjunction with 
Millennium Kids, the Conservation and Land Management Department, the Australian Nature 
Conservancy, the Marine and Coastal Community Network and the South Fremantle Primary School.  
The exhibition lasted two weeks in the State Library, and featured videos, photographs, and other 
visual information on the condition of Australia©s ocean coastline, which covers 12,000 kilometres. In 
particular, it showed the condition of the marine conservation areas, and restoration and rehabilitation 
projects. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Caroline Pembroke 
Event Convenor 
Event co-ordinated by Environment Sub-committee of the UNAA-WA.  
E-mail: lwl@iinet.net.au 
 
BANGLADESH 
 
Dhaka 
On the occasion of World Environment Day, a painting competition for school children in Dhaka was 
held. Some 3,000-4,000 school children participated. The theme of the competition was "Amar Sobuz 
Bangla" - meaning My Green Country.  Government officials and the media were invited to stress the 
importance of the occasion and also to pass on the message of a Healthy Environment to the people 
of Bangladesh.  The paintings will be exhibited in an exhibition hall, which will be open to the public. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Masud Ali 
E-mail: masudali@rediffmail.com 
 
To celebrate World Environment Day 2004, the Prime Minister inaugurated an environment fair at 
Oamani Memorial Auditorium and distributed prizes to the winners of the children and youth painting 
and essay writing competitions.  
 
Bangladesh launched UNEP’s Plant for the Planet Campaign on World Environment Day, 5 June 
2004. STEP (Striving Towards Environmental Protection) - a local NGO organized the event, which 
was endorsed by the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MOEF), and was funded by various 
partners. The Honourable Minister of the MOEF also participated.  
 
Four rural and four urban schools were chosen to participate. Rural schools have more space, 
therefore, there is a huge opportunity to expand this programme by starting nurseries and involving the 
community in planting trees. On the other hand, urban schools are starved for space. The urban 
children hardly got a chance to plant trees. This programme gave them an opportunity to plant trees, 
learn more about local species and fruits, nurture the plants over a long period of time and also raised 
awareness about environmental issues inside the schools and outside. 
 



In addition to planting trees, there was a thematic programme, poster and painting competitions in 
each school on World Environment Day. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Afifa Raihana 
House 98, Road 25, Block 
Banani, Dhaka - 1213 
Bangladesh  
E-mail: step@agni.com 
 
Rajshahi 
The University of Rajshahi in Bangladesh, once again, commemorated World Environment Day. The 
Dean of the Biological Science Faculty formed an organizing committee comprising both students and 
teachers. They discussed local, national and global environment issues, particularly the Bay of Bengal 
– the country’s sea of crucial importance.  
 
Agricultural chemicals and pesticide residues carried to the sea by a network of some 300 rivers were 
accumulating; the ground water contamination with arsenic and associated impacts, effects of global 
warming on the sea and the coastal areas, over-exploitation of marine and inland aquatic resources 
were discussed.  An open discussion encouraging the students to get involved was organized, as well 
as a poster and photo exhibition. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Prof. M.I.Zuberi 
University of Rajshahi 
Bangladesh 
E-mail: zuberimi@hotmail.com 
 
BHUTAN 
 
On 7 June on the occasion of World Environment Day Her Royal Highness addressed a gathering of 
senior government officials, school children, representatives of the UN system and non-governmental 
organizations at the industrial estate inThimpu. 
 
BRUNEI  
 

To coincide with World Environment Day, the Youth Camp organized 
activities at Muara Beach.  The young people were provided with 
knowledge about the value and importance of preserving and protecting 
the oceans and seas that are threatened by pollution. 
 
The Panaga Natural History Society organized a beach cleanup walk 
during which participants collected rubbish including sea snakes, turtles. 
casuarina trees and crabs – illustrating the surprising variety of things, 
which can be seen on beaches. 

  
For more information, please contact: 
Hans Dols  
Chairman Panaga Natural History Society  
Brunei Darussalam (west Borneo)  
E-mail: Hans.Dols@Shell.com 
 
CAMBODIA 
 
The Ministry of Environment held a series of meetings and discussions and undertook tree planting 
activities to celebrate World Environment Day 2004. 



 
For more information, please contact: 
Nop Nimol 
E-mail: moelab@bigpond.com.kh 
 
CHINA 
 
Beijing  
The launching ceremony of the National Green Community Campaign sponsored by SEPA and the 
All-China Women’s Federation (ACWF) was held to coincide with World Environment Day on 5 June in 
a public square of a residential area in Beijing. 
 
A Launching Ceremony of “I love China and I love Seas and Oceans – Campaign for Environmental 
Protection by China’s Youngsters” jointly sponsored by Song Chingling Foundation and SEPA was 
held on 5 June in the Great Hall of the people. 
 
On 5 June, Chinese media gave a lot of coverage to World Environment Day activities, not only in 
China, but around the world.  China Environment News devoted an entire page to WED activities 
including information materials released by UNEP. 
 
In addition, on 3 June SEPA released the State of Environment Report in China for 2003.  
 
Hong Kong 
As part of the World Environment Day celebrations, the Hong Kong Business Environment Council 
organized a seminar on sustainable production and consumption (SCP) at the Island Shangri-la hotel. 
The seminar attracted some 100 participants, mostly from the Hong Kong business sector. 
 
Niclas Svennigsen of UNEP’s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific delivered the keynote speech, 
highlighting the trends on SCP in Asia and the accompanying challenges. The conference highlighted 
different local, regional and global aspects of SCP and also addressed how local authorities, business 
and other local stakeholders can act to move towards SCP. 
 
To celebrate World Environment Day on 5 June and collaborating with green groups and NGOs, ECC 
organized a series of events with the main theme "Reduce Waste, Make Polluters Pay" to echo 
government initiatives and to echo UNEP©s theme. These included organizing environmental 
programmes and Green Trail Walks throughout the month of June.   
 
Over 20 government departments supported World Environment Day 2004. Activities included the 
opening ceremony, educational programmes, environmental game booths and exhibitions.  Students 
from Green Schools gave a performance at the opening ceremony and presented the "Waste 
Reduction and Polluter Pays Principle". 
 
The Environmental Protection Department (EPD), the Civil Engineering Department and Green groups 
were invited to organize a total of seven workshops. Each green group accommodated 30 people per 
session and lasted for about 15 to 20 minutes.  
 
The Workshop echoed the local theme on "Waste Reduction" and/or UNEP©s theme Wanted! Seas 
and Oceans - Dead or Alive?"  
 
Eighteen booths for environmental and educational activities were set up at the venue. EPD, Green 
groups, community groups and NGOs under the Hong Kong Council of Social Services and Social 
Services Department, and sponsors organized the programmes. 
 
EPD set up about 45 exhibit panels covering issues such as "Reducing Construction Waste", "Polluter 
Pays Principle" and other waste reduction issues. Participants were invited to take part in the 



"Treasure Hunt on Waste Reduction - Rack Your Brains" – A Question & Answer Challenge.  
 
All primary, secondary and tertiary schools, as well as vocational institutions were invited to participate 
in the World Environment Day activity "Relaying the Environmental Message on World Environment 
Day 2004". They relayed the slogan "Reduce Waste, Make Polluters Pay" to at least six friends and 
relatives on 5 June to echo the World Environment Day theme.  
 
The Hong Kong Eastern District Environmental Advancement Association co-organized environmental 
programmes under the title "Waste Collecting & Recycling Environmental Protection Campaign 
Carnival" on 13 June 2004 at Chater Garden, Central. Activities included environmental shows, game 
booths on environmental protection, an exhibition of environmental products, and an opening 
programme for the day©s events. Schools and associations from different district levels were invited to 
set up game booths. These activities were open to the public free of charge. 
 
The Conservancy Association co-organized on 19 June 2004 at Chater Garden, Central an 
environmental programme under the title "Think Wise! Rubbish can be Goods - Waste Reduction is 
more than Environmental Protection". Activities included publicity on encouraging participants to bring 
their own shopping bags; workshops on how to turn rubbish into products; workshop on paper 
recycling; game booths to educate participants about waste; exhibition boards on waste problems and 
management in Hong Kong; and interactive talks on the waste theme. These activities were also open 
to the public free of charge.  
 
Riding on the success of the previous year©s Green Trail Walks with the adopted theme "Walking for a 
Green and Healthy Hong Kong", in 2004 as part of its continuous commitment to protect the 
environment and get in touch with nature, the ECC once again called on the whole territory to join the 
Green Trail Walk activities.  
 
The closing World Environment Day 2004 programme was held on 27 June after the kick-start of 
Green Trail Walks.  To cap the WED programme, a series of environmental activities were held in the 
afternoon at the Chater Road Pedestrian Precinct, Central.  
 
Liaoning 
Approximately 1,000 environmental protection volunteers in Dalian held a rally at the Zhongshan 
Square to observe World Environmental Day. Students from a dozen colleges and universities gave 
performances and delivered speeches on environmental protection at the square, which were adorned 
with billboards and posters. Under the slogan of Public involvement in environmental protection, 
leading officials of numerous city departments in Dalian attended the day©s activities in the capacity of 
volunteers instead of government officials.  
 
Nanjing 
Residents of Nanjing, the provincial capital and an ancient city in East China©s Jiangsu Province, 
converged on Beijing Square to publicize the concept of "leading a green life and building an eco-
environmental homeland.  Though Nanjing is not seaside city, it is traversed by the mighty Yangtze, 
China©s longest river. He Jing, a representative of the Xuanwu District, read out at the rally a proposal 
on behalf of his fellow residents in the district, calling on all city residents to treasure every drop of 
water and strive to alleviate water pollution. 
 
Shanghai 
East China’s Shanghai Municipality held a cartoon design competition, to boost environmental 
protection publicity.  The results were announced on 5 June. 
 
Taiwan 
On 5 June, to mark World Environment Day, environmentalists held a press conference at the 
Legislative Yuan to accuse the government of creating ”10 nightmares” for the people of Taiwan. 
 
 



FIJI 
 
The Department of Environment and the National Environment Week Committee jointly organized 
National Environment Week from 5-12 June. 
 
INDIA 
 
East Coast Research and Development undertook a beach clean up at Thoothukudi in which 300 
volunteers participated. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Pushpa Victoria 
E-mail: yazhini@sancharnet.in 
 
Set-Win Society: Clean Up Campaign to remove garbage from five target villages took place in the first 
week of June. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Selvam Pudumai Vedamuthu 
E-mail: set-1@eth.net 
 
Bharat English School Shivajinagar and the Ecological Society held an exhibition of books on nature, 
wildlife and the environment from 4-6 June 2004. 
 
A Snake show was organized by Nerul Gymkhana as part of their week-long World Environment Day 
celebrations. 
 
Prithvi Innovations of India held an environmental awareness day called ULLAAAS (enthusiasm) in 
conjunction with the Lucknow Municipal Corporation. The programme aimed to educate and motivate 
the community to adopt scientific, hygienic and ecofriendly waste management practices. 
 
Ahmedabad 
A bird watching programme was organized at Indroda Park in Gandhinagar on the occasion of World 
Environment Day. 
 
The Gujarat Pollution Control Board launched an Air Pollution Control Action Plan for the City. The 
launch was followed by a day-long symposium.  
 
The Indian Society of Remote Sensing, Ahmedabad Chapter, and the Social Forestry Division of the 
Gujarat State Forest Department jointly organized on 5 June at Van Chetna Kendra, Vastrapur a 
programme on the occasion of World Environment Day. The programme included an on-the-spot 
drawing competition and lectures aimed at creating awareness among children and the public about 
pollution and the environment. 
 
Badge for World Environment Day 2004 
�  Rally by about 580 youngsters and school-children at 8 am for a distance of 1.4 km. 
�  Distribution of 15,000 leaflets in Bengali and Hindi language on fuel and environment saving 

efforts among drivers and motor vehicle owners — how they can contribute to reduce pollution 
and save environment; 

�  Declaring the closing of the exhibition; 
�  Distribution of prizes for the competitions arranged on 30 and 31 May 2004 on a) Hazards of 

smoking and how to increase awareness among smokers: b) Extempore Competition on “World of 
my dream”; c) Best presentation on the “pollution free house – how we can do it”. 
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West Bengal. India. 
Tel: +91-33 2688 5600 
Fax: +91- 33 - 2688 5600 
E-mail: debajyoti@vsnl.net 
 
Basti, Uttar Pradesh 
A seminar on “Earth: the Blue Planet” was organized by the Global Science Academy, Basti, Uttar 
Pradesh to mark World Environment Day 2004. The celebrations of the Academy were inspired by 
UNEP’s World Environment Day theme- ‘Wanted! Seas and Oceans – Dead or Alive?’   The 
Academy’s Secretary Dr. Anil Pratap Singh read the messages of the United Nations Secretary-
General and of UNEP’s Executive Director.  
 
Addressing the seminar as chief-guest, Dr. A.S. Bisen, a retired army-man, appreciated the 
appropriateness of the topic of the seminar.  He emphasised the need to sustainably manage the 
marine environment for generations to come. 
 
The convener of the seminar and Global Science Academy’s Secretary, Dr. Anil Pratap Singh, said 
that mechanisms like the Global Plan of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from 
Land-based Activities, the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, and the UN Food and Agricultural 
Organization action plans for fisheries which already existed must be sufficiently implemented and 
enforced. 
 
Ms. Reeta Singh, a research scholar from Chaudhary Charan Singh Meerut University said that India’s 
marine resources were rich in biological diversity and more than 90 per cent of the Earth’s living 
biomass was found in the oceans. She advocated for the massive awareness of the crisis facing seas 
and oceans. 
 
Bhubaneswar  
The Orissa Environmental Society observed World Environment Day with great enthusiasm. On the 
occasion, a seminar was organized in which about 150 scientists, educators, administrators, planners 
and nature-lovers participated. The event revolved around the aptly chosen theme Wanted! Seas and 
Oceans – Dead or Alive? and the speakers discussed in detail the diverse aspects of the theme. The 
programme was as follows: 
 
Inaugural Session: Speakers focused on: 
- Pollution of seas and oceans 
- Impacts of climate change on seas and oceans 
- Impacts of over-exploitation of ocean resources 
 
Technical Session: Speakers presented research findings on: 
- Status of marsh crocodiles of the state of Orissa 
- Status of sharks in the marine waters of Orissa 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Dr. JK Panigrahi, Secretary, 
Orissa Environmental Society, 
Bhubaneswar - 751 015, India. 
E-mail: jk_panigrahi@sancharnet.in 
 
Chandigarh 
The Civil Surgeon, Dr S.N. Tiwari, and other speakers emphasized the need to take effective steps to 
prevent the rise of air and water pollution at a function organized to mark the World Environment Day 
at Atam Park. 

 
THE UT Administrator Justice O P Verma (retd) emphasized the need for mass participation in 
ecological protection and directed the Education Department to start eco-clubs in all the schools in 



Chandigarh. At a function organized at the CII to celebrate World Environment Day and to honour 
different eco-clubs, the Administrator said mass participation was imperative to save the environment 
and children are the best ‘Ecological Ambassadors’.  
 
To celebrate World Environment Day, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) organized a workshop at Khuda 
Ali Sher village to create awareness on environment among the public. People from as many as 100 
villages including children participated. Many renowned experts from various fields and NGOs lectured 
on various environmental problems. A documentary film produced by Jessu J Singh for WWF-INDIA, 
highlighting various environmental concerns, was screened and various remedial strategies were 
discussed. 
 
To mark the World Environment Day, Theatre Arts in association with the State Bank of India 
organized a street play entitled Prakrati ke Dushman in Sector 17 Plaza.  Artists from Theatre Arts 
staged a spectacular performance depicting the multifarious environmental problems of deforestation, 
air, water and noise pollution. The satire on politicians was the most captivating aspect. The Director 
of the play, Rajiv Mehta said, ‘‘Plays are the best way of instilling awareness amongst the illiterate 
masses.  
 
Chennai 
Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited organized a function by giving away prizes to the winners of 
various contests organized on the occasion of World Environment Day.  An environmental awareness 
exhibition was also organized on the occasion.  Airtel, a leading mobile service provider in the country, 
embarked on yet another ‘green’ drive on World Environment Day as it joined hands with Exnara – an 
NGO. 
 
Calcutta 
The West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) organized a function on World Environment Day 
at Paribesh Bhavan. Bhattacharjee expressed concern over the increase in auto emission in the city 
and called for stringent measures to control this environmental threat. 
 
Imphal 
The Environment and Ecology Wing, Government of Manipur observed World Environment Day at the 
State Guest house with a tree planting event, which was attended by various dignitaries. 
 
The All Manipur Rickshaw Drivers’ and Pullers’ Welfare Association held a rickshaw rally in Imphal city 
on 5 June. 
 
The Centre for Human Resources and Environmental Promotion observed World Environment Day 
under the theme Wanted! Seas and Oceans – Dead or Alive?  
 
Sciences Teachers’ Forum Manipur and Irilbung High School jointly observed World Environment Day 
at the school premises. 
 
Social Welfare Volunteer Association, Family Planning Association of India Manipur Branch and 
WEDA, Janata Dal (S) Manipur, Eco Club Imphal Morning High School and Human Resource 
Development and Research Institute also observed the World Environment Day at their respective 
premises. 
 
Kolkata  
This year, the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Foundation commemorated World Environment Day by 
organising an awareness camp for people from all walks of life and by putting together an exhibition of 
posters and essays produced by students. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Manjit Dada, CEO 
Swami Vivekananda Cultural Foundation 



E-mail: manjitdada@hotmail.com 
URL: www.svcf.faithweb.com 
 
Mumbai 
On 5 June, celebrities dirtied their hands with Save Andheri Versova Environment (SAVE) volunteers 
and the residents of Lokhandwala and Versova to give a new lease of life to Versova’s mangroves. 
 
Mysore 
The Quality Inn Southern Star celebrated World Environment Day by prominently exhibiting in the 
lobby posters depicting various factors affecting the environment. Guests were presented with 
bookmarks highlighting the importance of the day. A special programme to plant about 45 palm 
saplings by the General Manager and employees was organized.  The event was attended by the well-
known Indian actor Mithun Chakrabothi, who was in the city to shoot his upcoming Bengali film Coolie.  
He took time off from his busy schedule to visit the Quality Inn Southern Star and to plant a pine tree 
seedling on the poolside lawn. 
 
New Delhi 
On World Environment Day, the Centre for Media Studies organized the Screening of the 
Documentary by “Green peace”  – Miles to Go” . The film is about a bus journey across India to 
the places where forgotten communities are still fighting for their right to clean air, water and above all 
their right to LIVE. The film documents the struggle of people across India, in a thousand Bhopals from 
Vellore in the South to Calcutta in the East. 
 
The Minister of Environment and Forests, Shri A. Raja called for the active participation and 
cooperation of the people for the protection and improvement of environment. Addressing a 
distinguished gathering on the occasion of the World Environment Day and on the 26th anniversary of 
the National Museum of Natural History (NMNH), Shri Raja said that the programmes for the 
restoration and sustainable use of the world©s seas and oceans would not succeed without the active 
support of all sectors of society. 
 
On this occasion, Shri Meena gave awards to many children who had shown their talents in writing 
essays, designing posters and writing poems during the NMNH Summer Programme. The Young 
Environmentalist Award went to Amit Pandita. Awards were also given for best paintings on 
environmental issues. 
 
Pune 
To commemorate the World Environment Day, the Promoters and Builders’ Association of Pure 
(PBAP) launched its Environment Cell on 5 June. The focus were in five main areas: water 
management, garbage disposal, wastewater management, tree plantation and solar/energy saving. 
 
The Express Youth Forum and their seven enthusiastic members performed a skit about water 
conservation entitled Jalasakshar hou ya at the Sambhaji Park and at Kamla Nehru Park. 
 
The Ecological Society held an exhibition of books on nature, wildlife and the environment on 5 and 6 
June. 
 
The Science Centre organized a screening of the video Ek nishpap jeevacha ant based on the 
biodiversity of the Sahyadris, and Sachin Punekar conducted a slide show.  Both events were held at 
the Tilak Smarak Mandir. 
 
The Indian Water Works Association and Indian Environmental Association Pune Chapter organized a 
lecture on Wanted - Seas and Oceans – Dead or Alive? 
 
The Pune Sharmik Patrakar Sangh, Chief Conservator of Forests, Pune Division Prakash Thosare 
conducted a lecture on the ‘Wildlife resources of Maharashtra’ at Patrakar Bhavan. 
 



Anam Prem and Vivasvat Kale’s initiative hosted a Preeti Bhojan for ants at the Snehagandha lawns. 
 
Pugmarks held a Post Summer Camp Get-Together at Tilak Smarak Mandir to mark the day. 
 
Jagtap nursery conducted a free workshop cum seminar on “Household remedies using medicinal 
plants” at their garden center near Golibar Maidan. 
 
Tekdi Pune marked the day with their monsoon tree plantation and the launch of their new community 
website “eco portal” . 
 
Srinagar, Kashmir  
In an effort to develop capacity building among school children, in 2004 the Valley Commonwealth 
Public School launched World Environment Day by inviting some 20 schools to participate in the 
week-long events, which included among others, a painting competition, clean-up drives and eco-
demonstrations. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Ms Rifat Manzoor 
Coordinator, Out Reach Research Programme 
Valley Commonwealth Public School 
Rampora Chattabal 
Srinagar, Kashmir 190010 
India  
E-mail: sabeena_77@yahoo.com 
 
Thoothukudi 
East Coast Research and Development wrote 10,000 campaign letters, held street meetings, 
distributed pamphlets and campaigned from Kanyakumari to Rameswarem for the protection of 
the Gulf of Mannar from industrial pollution, coral mining, shrimp farming, and coastal sand mining. 
 
INDONESIA  
 
Balikpapan 
To commemorate World Environment Day this year, the Save the Balikpapan Bay Foundation, a local 
coastal NGO in Balikpapan, East Kalimantan, conducted a public awareness campaign entitled Save 
The Bay Now!. The campaign included activities such as beach hiking, beach clean-up and the 
planting of mangrove trees, as well as children competitions (e.g. sand castle, colouring, poetry 
reading, essay writing and singing), a fair and bazaar, and interactive dialogues.  
 
The dialogues were undertaken in partnership with a local FM radio station and a newspaper to 
discuss various local issues related to the World Environment Day theme, such as coastal-sound city 
planning, beach reclamation, oil spill and pollution, and mangrove conversion for Mari culture, to name 
a few. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Mr. M. Putrawidjaja (Ciput) 
Yayasan Selamatkan Teluk Balikpapan 
Jl. RE. Martadinata No. 2, RT 26,  
Mekar Sari, Balikpapan 76122 
Indonesia 
E-mail: savethebaynow@balikpapanbay.or.id 
 
 
 
 



JAPAN 
 
Osaka 
From 5-12 June, the UNEP International Environmental Technology Centre (IETC) prepared a photo 
exhibition entitled "Sea, Oceans and Watershed Links"  to commemorate World Environment Day. 
  
Nippon TV hosted the exhibition in its special programme entitled "ECO-Weekend" on 4-6June. The 
venue was Nippon TV ©s event hall at Shiodome in Tokyo. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Junko Ochi, Senior Liaison Officer 
UNEP/DTIE/International Technology Centre (IETC) 
E-mail: junko.ochi@unep.or.jp 
URL: http://www.unep.or.jp 
 
KOREA 
 
Seoul 
On 5 June 2004, the official ceremony to celebrate World Environment Day was held in the auditorium 
of the Convention & Exhibition Centre (COEX)  
 
More than 1,100 participants came from various sectors of society, including the local and central 
governments, non-governmental organizations, industries and armed forces. The Vice Prime Minister 
Lee Hyun Jae and the Environment Minister Kwak Kyul-Ho who were also present at the ceremony 
delivered statements and committed themselves to caring for the Earth. 
 
To celebrate World Environment Day, the UNEP National Committee of the Republic of Korea held a 
street performance on 4 June. The performance focused on the theme Wanted! Seas and Oceans – 
Dead or Alive?.   It called on the government, civil society and the public to recognize the seriousness 
of the world’s polluted marine environment and took concentrated action to promote the massive and 
active participation in protecting seas and oceans.      
 
The performance described a mermaid threatened by discharge of untreated, raw sewage destroying 
the marine environment. It also gave an important environment message regarding the need to protect 
the seas as well as to preserve biological diversity. The day was supported by UNEP Korea Angel, 
comprising university student volunteers. 
 
Uijongbu 

This year, the United States Army, United States Forces Korea (USFK), Better 
Opportunities for Single and Unaccompanied Service Members (BOSS) Programme, 
Camp Red Cloud Area 1, planted trees in celebration of World Environment Day. 
 
 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Wayne Whetzel 
SPC, USA 
Executive Assistant 
CRC BOSS President 
E-mail:wayne.whetzel@us.army.mil 
 
MALAYSIA 
 
Kuala Lumpur 
On 4June, Yayasan Anak Warisan Alam (YAWA) and Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia jointly 
celebrated World Environment Day with children from the Hospital Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 



(HUKM). A mural painting and the launching of an interactive website <www.myonlyplanet.org> took 
place at Dewan Kuliah 2 of the Hospital in Bandar Tun Razak, Kuala Lumpur.   The event was opened 
by the representative of UNDP in Malaysia.  Among the volunteers were professional artists and 
members of Friends of HUKM, doctors, families of nurses and YAWA members who joined in the 
mural painting on canvas with the theme Save the Seas Around Us.  
 
The Peat Swamp Forest Project, Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM), New Straits Times (NST) 
and the National Education Centre (MNS-FRIM-Shell) jointly organized a variety of interesting games 
for school children in FRIM, Kepong, to celebrate the day.  Other activities included a forest run, 
colouring contest and treasure hunt.  
 
The six top winners of the Poster Competition, launched in March by the Peat Swamp Forest Project, 
MNS and NST for MNS school club members throughout the country joined the celebration and the 
results of the competition were announced in May.  At World Environment Day celebrations the 
winners received their prizes at an official ceremony and their work of art was proudly displayed.  
 
Malaya 

On 29 May 2004, the Environmental Education Programme Rimba Ilmu of 
University Malaya, Malaysia launched at the Rimba Ilmu Botanic Garden 
Building the second Children©s Art Show to coincide with World Environment 
Day.  The Show was jointly organized by the University of Malaya, the 
Malaysian Nature Society and the Impact Art Programme in support of World 
Environment Day. 

 
An exhibition of 50 paintings on nature by a group of children took place.  A silent auction of the 
paintings was held, and 60 per cent of the funds raised were donated to Rimba Ilmu Botanic Garden. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
I.S. Shanmugaraj 
Senior Education Officer 
E-mail: zahid@um.edu.my 
URL: http://www.um.edu.my 
 
Penang 

 
In conjunction with World Environment Day, the World Fish Centre 
headquarters in Penang, Malaysia organized an awareness programme for 
its staff.  World Environment Day posters were placed in strategic locations 
within the office complex, and various articles about this year©s theme 
Wanted: Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive? were circulated. 
 

A special staff gathering was organized on 4 June to mark the day and staff members were treated to 
a short video on the state of the oceans. This led to discussions on ways staff could contribute to the 
protection of the environment. 
 
Other activities included a one-day cleanup of the neighbouring mangrove swamp and an International 
Coastal Cleanup led by the World Fish Centre with the participation of the local community and 
various organizations in the vicinity. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Marco Noordeloos 
World Fish Centre 
Jalan Batu Maung, Batu Maung 
11960 Bayan Lepas 
Penang 
Malaysia 



 
E-mail:m.noordeloos@cgiar.org 
URL: www.worldfishcenter.org 
 
Sarawak 
On 6 May 2004, Bintulu, PPES Works (Sarawak) Sdn Bhd organized a special event involving the 
planting of 250 small trees and shrubs along a 3.3 kilometre stretch of the Tanjong Kidurong-Suai-
Bakam coastal road which is being constructed by the company. The trees were planted along the 
stretch of road at Jalan Market Garden from the Kidurong roundabout to the junction at Giat Mara 
College, in conjunction with two international environment events - World Arbor Day on 22 April and 
World Environment Day on 5 June.  
 
The activity was held in collaboration with Jabatan Kerja Raya (JKR) Bintulu, Bintulu Development 
Authority (BDA) and supported by the Natural Resources & Environment Board (NREB) of Sarawak.  
More than 100 volunteers from PPES Works, JKR Binlulu, BDA, NREB and local Government 
departments and institutions participated in the tree-planting effort. 
 
MALDIVES 
 
In the Maldives the following activities were undertaken: 
 

�  Publication of special supplement on World Environment Day in daily newspapers; 
�  Inauguration of tree planting programme at Hulhumale’ by the Ministry of Atolls Development 

in collaboration with the Atoll Offices; 
�  Awareness programmes on the WED theme on radio and TV programmes;  
�  Broadcasting a song on the World Environment Day;  
�  Broadcasting special programmes on radio, targeted to crew members of seagoing vessels; 
�  Presentation of ‘Green Leaf’ award for significant contributions to protection of the country’s 

environment;  
�  Tree planting exercise; 
�  No vehicle day;  
�  Declaration of Eedhigali Kilhi and Koattey area at Addu Atoll Hithadhoo as a protected area; 
�  Message from the President to world leaders and heads of international environmental 

organisations, in which the fragility of the Maldivian environment and global environmental 
challenges are highlighted;  

�  Special programmes carried out in the Atolls to mark the day;  
�  Cleaning of schoolyard of Ungoofaaru School at Raa Atoll Ungoofaaru, by Student 

Association for Verdant Environment (SAVE) club of the school;  
�  Cleaning up schoolyard by Maalhohu Madharusa in Baa Atoll Maalhos;  
�  Cleaning up classrooms and yard area of Dharumavantha School in Male’;  
�  Protecting banyan trees at Shaviyani Atoll Lhaimagu by Student Environmental Education 

Development (SEED) Club of Lhaimagu School;  
�  Collecting and gathering plastic wastes throughout Baa Atoll Maalhos by students of 

Maalholhu Madharusa;  
�  Opening exhibition of useful things made out of reused materials at Raa Atoll Ungoofaaru, 

organized by SAVE;  
�  Displaying entries for poster competition, at Raa Atoll Ungoofaaru, organized by SAVE;  
�  Publishing leaflet on World Environment Day, and showing a documentary film to the general 

public on seas and oceans, at Raa Atoll Ungoofaaru, organized by SAVE;  
�  Awareness seminar for club members and supporters of Jamiyyath Al Saif at Raa Atoll 

Ungoofaaru, organized by Jamiyyath Al Saif, on everyday practises detrimental to the 
environment, and how to prevent them; 

�  Volleyball match at Alif Atoll Bodufulhadhoo, organized by Club for Environmental Awareness 
and Protection (CEAP) of Bodufuladhoo Madharusa; 

�  Cleaning up Baa Atoll Thulaadhoo Beach by Thulaadhoo School students;  



�  Planting trees on the schoolyard of Ungoofaaru School at Raa Atoll Ungoofaaru, organized by 
SAVE;  

�  Tree planting at Shaviyani Atoll Lhaimagu organized by SEED;  
�  Tree planting at vegetation line of Seenu Atoll Hithadhoo by Seenu Teenagers Recreation 

Society (STARS);  
�  Cleaning up Raa Ungoofaaru harbour area by Jamiyyath Al Saif;  
�  Plastic litter collecting competition at Alif Atoll Bodufulhadhoo organized by CEAP;  
�  Cleaning up Laamu Atoll Fonadhoo beach by Environment Club of Laamu Atoll Education 

Centre and Fonadhoo Island Office; 
�  Cleaning up beach area of Shaviyani Atoll Lhaimagu by SEED; 
�  A meeting organized by Guraidhoo Endowment Movement (GEM), Guraidhoo Office and 

Thaa Atoll Madharusaa at Thaa Atoll Guraidhoo; 
�  Environment quiz for students of Baa Atoll Maalhohu Madharusa organized by the school;  
�  Cleaning up reef around Faafu Atoll Magoodhoo by students and staff of Magoodhoo School;  
�  Announcing winners of poster drawing competition and competition on making useful things 

out of reused materials at Raa Atoll Ungoofaaru organized by SAVE;  
�  Meeting to give information on environment to students – organized by Fiyoaree School at 

Gaafu Dhaalu Atoll Fiyoaree;  
�  Planting breadfruit trees in an area allocated by Hithadhoo Office at Seenu Atoll Hithadhoo – 

organized by Hithadhoo Office and Environment Club of Muhibbuddin School;  
�  Cleaning up Alif Atoll Bodufulhadhoo by CEAP;  
�  Planting trees around Thaa Atoll Guraidhoo organized by GEM, Guraidhoo Office and Thaa 

Atoll Madharusaa;  
�  Metal litter collecting competition at Alif Atoll Bodufulhadhoo organized by CEAP;  
�  Cleaning roof of 10 houses at Thaa Atoll Guraidhoo organized by GEM, Guraidhoo Office and 

Thaa Atoll Madharusaa; 
�  Announcing winners of poster competition organized by SEED at Shaviyani Atoll Lhaimagu, 

and exhibiting the entries of the competition;  
�  Launching leaflets on World Environment Day published by SEED at Shaviyani Atoll 

Lhaimagu;  
�  Conducting awareness programme on the detrimental effects of plastic wastes on the 

environment to the people of Baa Atoll Maalhos by students of Maalhohu Madharusa;  
�  Cleaning up Raa Atoll Ungoofaaru organized by SAVE.  
�  Cleaning up the harbour area and beach around Thaa Atoll Guraidhoo by GEM, Guraidhoo 

Office and Thaa Atoll Madharusaa;  
�  Essay writing competition on World Environment Day theme, organized by Fiyoaree School at 

Gaafu Dhaalu Atoll Fiyoaree;  
�  Tree planting evening marked by students of Maalhohu Madharusa at Baa Atoll Maalhos;  
�  March on the main streets of Laamu Atoll Fonadhoo by members of Environment Club of 

Laamu Atoll Education Centre, with placards displaying environmental messages;  
�  Planting trees at Kaafu Atoll Hulhumale’, organized by Dharumavantha School;  
�  Planting trees on the schoolyard of Gaafu Dhaalu Atoll Fiyoaree School; 
�  March on the streets of Baa Atoll Thulhaadhoo by students of Thulhaadhoo School on the 

World Environment Day theme. 
�  Meeting to give information on World Environment Day by a resource person to students of 

Dharumavantha School; 
�  Special assembly to mark World Environment Day, and giving information on environmental 

issues to students at Raa Atoll Ungoofaaru School, organized by SAVE;  
�  Quiz competition organized by Fiyoaree School at Gaafu Dhaalu Atoll Fiyoaree;  
�  Planting shade trees on the harbour of Raa Ungoofaaru by members of Jamiyyath Al Saif;  
�  Planting fruit bearing trees by students of Saif Pre School, organized by Jamiyyath Al Saif;  
�  Poster competition organized by SEED at Shaviyani Atoll Lhaimagu;  
�  Poster competition organized for students of Bodufulhadhoo School by CEAP at Alif 

Bodufulhadhoo;  
�  Poster competition organized by Environment Club of Laamu Atoll Education Centre;  
�  Publishing of leaflet on seas and oceans by STARS;  



�  Poster competition organized by Dharumavantha School to students of the school;  
�  Poster competition organized by GEM, Guraidhoo Office and Thaa Atoll Madharusaa. 

 
MYANMAR 
 
A ceremony to commemorate World Environment Day 2004 was held by the National Commission for 
Environmental Affairs under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at MICT Park on 5 June. An exhibition of 
information about seas and oceans was held at MICT Park in conjunction with the event.   Some 12 
government departments, non-governmental organizations and private companies had displays. The 
exhibition provided information about coral reefs, shark protection and sustainable shrimp farming 
practices. Prizes for paintings based on this year’s theme by children aged under 16 was awarded at 
the ceremony, as well as awards for a non-age-restricted poster competition.  
 
NEPAL 
 
On the occasion of World Environment Day, the Nepal Australia Community Resource Management 
and Livelihoods had a Tree Planting Day where local schools and communities were mobilized to plant 
trees and grass on roadsides and erosion sites in the Kabhre and Sindhu districts of Nepal. 
 
Lalitpur  
Jawlakhel: IUCN Nepal observed World Environment Day 2004 with environmental awareness raising 
programmes for the general public.  More than 3,000 people took part in the Environmental Parade, 
which underlined the message "Wanted Seas and Oceans – Dead or Alive?"  School children 
paraded through major thoroughfares of Lalitpur district.  
 
The World Environment Day celebration was jointly organized by IUCN - The World Conservation 
Union Nepal Country Office, Lalitpur Sub-Metropolitan City, Central Zoo and WWF Nepal Programme. 
IUCN Nepal continues its tradition of celebrating World Environment Day with colourful activities such 
as environmental parade, essays and art competitions in schools, tree planting, as well as clean-up 
campaigns. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Ruth Osborne 
E-mail: ruth@nacrmlp.wlink.com.np 
 
NEW CALEDONIA 
 
Nouméa 

The Body overseeing the natural resources in the Southern Province of New Caledonia  
took part in the World Environment Day celebrations by organizing a photo competition 
from 19 April to 24 May. To win any one of the many prizes offered, the photos submitted 
had to showcase the richness of the maritime heritage of the territory, so as to raise 
awareness and encourage the protection and management of the marine environment or 
to condemn bad practices. Everyone was invited to participate in selecting the winning 
pictures by voting for their favorites via E-mail. 
 

The winners were announced during an award ceremony held on 5 June in conjunction with 
roundtable discussions on the topic of marine ecosystem protection. An exhibition of the works was 
later held at the Hotel de la Province Sud and an online version made available shortly after. 

 
For more information, contact: 
La Direction des ressources naturelles de la Province Sud 
Service de l©environnement 
19 Avue Foch BP 3718 - 98 846 Nouméa Cédex 
Tél: 687 24 32 60 



Fax: 687 24 32 56 
Courriel: env@province-sud.nc�
 
NEW ZEALAND 
 
International waters called for deep-sea protection from the Greenpeace flagship, Rainbow Warrior II 
on World Environment Day by urging the population not to put life in the deep sea out of mind, 
because it was out of sight.  The Rainbow Warrior left Auckland for waters around New Zealand to 
investigate and document bottom trawl fishing practices. It was part of an international campaign to 
protect deep-sea life from the impacts of bottom trawling. 
 
PAKISTAN 
 
Karachi 
On 4 June, on the occasion of World Environment Day, the Society for Environment of Pakistan 
(SEP), a newly established non-profit organization, organized in collaboration with the Environment 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the Government of Sindh, a seminar at the Arts Council in Karachi 
based on the World Environment Day theme Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive? 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Shabbir Ibne Adil 
Chairman 
Society for Environment of Pakistan (SEP) 
Karachi 
Pakistan 
E-mail: shabbir@environmenttv.org 
 
Peshawar 
The Human Resource Social Welfare Society International celebrated World Environment Day with an 
Environmental Award Ceremony in Peshawar. The Ceremony was the culmination of a three-month 
campaign, which commenced with the Earth Day celebrations on 22 April. It is estimated that one 
million people participated during the three-month period. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Muhammed Idrees Khan 
E-mail: info_hrsws@yahoo.com 
 
The Women Awareness & Development Organisation of Pakistan, in conjunction with the Human 
Resource Social Welfare Society International, organized activities on the occasion of World 
Environment Day. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Zakia Noreen Khattak Zakia 
Tel:: 092 303 6902322 
E-mail: info_wado@yahoo.com 
 
In Sabawon, a World Environment Day Walk took place whereby a Clean Up event utilized waste bins 
placed in the streets of Hyderabad and Peshawar to beautify the area. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Mohammad Tasiq 
Tel:: 092 303 6902322 
E-mail:mohammed.tasiq@sabawon.org 
 
 



PHILIPPINES 
 
Mindanao 
The landlocked province of Bukidnon, in the heartland of mainland Mindanao, celebrated Environment 
Month and World Environment Day on 5 June with a clean-up activity on the shores of the 23-hectare 
Lake Apo in the interior Valencia City. 
 
NEGROS Oriental, through the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, joined the nation 
and the rest of the world in marking Environment Month and World Environment Day with this year©s 
theme: "Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive?" .   
 
Other activities to encourage awareness on sustaining natural resources included a cleanup of the 
Banica river on 9 June and a tree-planting at Balinsasayao Twin Lakes Natural Park in Sibulan, 
Negros Oriental on 29 June; Dragon Boat Rowing Competition; the signing of a Pledge of 
Commitment for the protection of seas and oceans; a coastal clean up; a "Bike for Clean Environment" 
parade; a mangrove planting and a photo exhibition. 
 
Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Ms. Elisea G. Gozun said the Philippine celebration 
was held in Manila Bay to emphasize the importance of the seas and oceans in the country’s 
sustainable development.  
 
SAMOA 
 
“O Le Siosiomaga Society Inc. (OLSSI) in Samoa received great support from local officials and 
sponsors for their activities. The Ministry of Marine and Fisheries gave a presentation on the theme of 
seas and oceans, and people were taken out to the ocean to enjoy the coral reefs and to view the fish. 
Beach races, canoe and kayak activities also took place. 
 
Village Communities 
The World Environment Day 2004 Event held on 3-6 June was planned, coordinated and implemented 
by OLSSI in Tanu Beach, Manase village, Savaii. This is the second time that OLSSI has taken 
charge of this national event in Samoa since its inception last year with full financial assistance from 
the local business sector. 
 
More than 500 members of village communities in the big island of Savaii, government ministries, 
members of NGOs, private and business communities, schools, church groups and the public took 
part in the many activities coordinated by OLSSI to mark this important event in Samoa. 
 
With the theme for this year “WANTED! Seas and Ocean – Dead or Alive?” the 2004 committee 
coordinated a number of activities which allowed participants to appreciate in person the in-situ value 
of the rich, clean, pollution-free, natural resources of Savaii and the clean seas and oceans of Samoa 
compared to the degraded and polluted environment of the urban areas of Apia. 
 
The primary objectives of OLSSI in hosting this annual event were to: 
1. Raise the awareness and increase the participation of all sectors in the development of Samoa; 
2. Produce effective marketing and promotional tools for healthy seas and oceans and enhance 

environment advocacy in Samoa; 
3. Evaluate and improve public awareness and participation in the environmental campaigns; and to 
4. Secure the involvement of the business sector in committing resources to environment and  
      marine conservation causes in the country. 
 
SINGAPORE 
 
To commemorate the World Environment Day 2004, an exhibition was set up at the main entrance of 
the Central Library of the National University of Singapore. 
 



In addition, the National Park conducted free guided walks for the public on the day. Participants were 
led along the Sensory Trail for an interesting encounter with Ubin©s natural heritage. 
 
SRI LANKA  
 
On World Environment Day the Negombo Hotels Association held a clean up on Sri Lanka’s west 
coast. Approximately 300 volunteers from the tourism industry took part in the exercise along with a 
local school, the tourist police, taxi drivers as well as mosque and church group members. 
 
Anuradhapura 
The Sri Lanka Nature Forum (SLNF) selected the City of Anuradhapura as the location for this year’s 
World Environment Day celebrations because conservation of environment is inherently tied to the 
conservation of heritage. The city, perhaps more than any other, symbolizes a way of life that took the 
notion of sustainable livelihoods as its founding principle. 
 
This year’s celebrations involved a comprehensive programme organized by SLNF with the theme of 
“Protecting Biodiversity and Culture”. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Shireen Samarasuriya 
GEF/SGP National Coordinator Sri Lanka 
E-mail: shireen.samarasuriya@undp.org 
 
Southern Province 
Sri Lanka is recognized as one of the Biodiversity hotspots in the world. Rainforest Rescue 
International (RRI) is dedicated to promoting the conservation of tropical rainforests in a manner that 
will lead to long-lasting social, economic and environmental benefits to the people in and around the 
rainforests of southern Sri Lanka. 
 
This year, RRI launched an awareness programme for 10 selected schools in Galle and Matara 
districts, to commemorate this special day. The initiative was part of a national programme 
coordinated by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Recourses and the participation of the relevant 
Municipal Councils of the two districts, which are the main coastal towns in the country. 
 
The main event organized by RRI took place at the Town Hall Galle on 5 June followed by a tree 
planting exercise, the showing of a rare 30-minute film on " Biodiversity of the Sea" and a poster 
competition. 
 
A beach-cleaning programme was organized in collaboration with the Municipal 
Council of Matara, the University of Ruhuna and several environmental organizations.  
The film "Biodiversity of the Sea" was screened at the main bus station in Matara 
and attracted more than 1,000 participants.  
 
The aim of the World Environment Day events was to enhance environmental 
knowledge of urban communities; empower people to become active agents to 
challenging attitudes towards the various environmental issues in the country. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Robin Lock, Executive Director 
Rainforest Rescue International (RRI) 
Future Initiative Centre for Sustainable Development (FICSD) 
P. O. Box 119, Galle 
Sri Lanka 
E-mail: robinrri@sltnet.lk, robinlock@bigfoot.com 
URL: www.rain4est.org 
 



TAHITI - FRENCH POLYNESIA 
  
The Ministry of the Environment of French Polynesia organized a variety of events to 
celebrate World Environment Day. Among these: radio public service 
announcements, a film showing and a poster competition. Environmental 
associations and children and youth from the Federation for non-denominational 
charities participated in the unveiling of billboards aimed at building awareness 
around the environmental protection of the Panenoo valley of Tahiti. 
 
The programme “Ambassadors for the Environment,” launched on the ocean-liner 
Paul Gauguin, ran from June to August, and used the knowledge of trainers from 
Jean-Yves Cousteau’s Ocean Futures Society to educate children on the need to 

protect the rich resources of the ocean. The “Saga Vanille” campaign founded by Henri Cornette de 
Saint-Cyr and which is geared towards less advantaged children was also associated with the 
programme. 
 
In addition, open-days were organized at various diving clubs around the islands, so as to raise 
awareness amongst vacationers to the need to protect the marine and lagoon ecosystems. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Vincent Wan 
Direction de l©environnement au sein du bureau de la communication 
Service administratif du Ministère de l©environnement de la Polynésie française 
Courriels: vincent.wan@environnement.gov.pf ou direction.env@environnement.gov.pf 
 
THAILAND 
 
Bangkok 
For World Environment Day 2004, the UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific held an Asia-
Pacific regional arts competition on the World Environment Day theme seas and oceans, as well as an 
event in Bangkok, focusing on the work of the Thai Youth Environment Network and the establishment 
of a sub-regional youth environment network.  
 
In celebration of World Environment Day, the government set a five-year deadline for the rehabilitation 
of degraded environmental conditions. The Natural Resources and Environment Ministry will be the 
principal agency in charge of the rehabilitation programme aimed at restoring the environment to its 
pristine nature.  Representatives of 82 environmental organizations met to develop the strategy. 
 
The Thai Media Association organized a seminar to mark World Environment Day on 1 June 2004.  
UNEP/ROAP Regional Information Officer was invited as a one of the speakers. 
 
On 5 June, UNEP/ROAP launched its fourth International Photographic Competition on the 
Environment with the help of Canon Inc at Gallery F-Stop @ The Tamarind Café.  Some 150 people 
attended, mainly photographers.  
 
The Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) with UNEP/ROAP and the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment held a one-day-event at the AIT campus in Pathum Thani Province.  The event featured 
a campus environmental walk, a tree planting ceremony, an exhibition under the theme Seas and 
Oceans, Dead or Alive? showcasing 61 paintings by students attending the AIT community school, 
29 paintings and essay writing winners from the Asia-Pacific Art and Writing Competition and an 
environmental panel debate on the same theme by representatives from AIT, UNEP/ROAP and other 
organizations. 
 
Greenpeace Southeast Asia hosted a public event to raise awareness of environmental crimes and 
their impact. “Protecting Life on Earth” the first ever photo exhibition on this subject, featured the 45 



greatest images highlighting regional and international environmental problems such as illegal logging, 
toxins and genetically modified organisms.  The exhibition was held on 4 to 6 June at Pakkad Palace. 
 
DEQP, TEI, 20 Environmental Organizations and 49 Networks co-organized a Seminar on “The 
Environment 04” at the Public Relations Department Conference Room, on 5-6 June 2004. Also Thai 
Yen launched Thai Yen Magazine for distribution to children and youth in Thailand. Participants 
included government, the private sector, youth and the general public. 
 
Phuket 
Clean up Phuket’ beaches was organized by DEQP and the Governor of Phuket Province.  
 
Pattaya 

The Pattaya Beach cleanup on World Environment Day made hard work 
fun. Members of the government and the private sector - with the aid of 
Pattaya school children went to Pattaya Beach for a day to clean the 
beachfront and enjoy some fun and games on 3 June. Nattapong 
Juabmee, Pattaya Deputy Secretary presided over the opening 
ceremonies. The day was split into two main competitions; the first 
among the 10 Pattaya schools to design a World Environment Day 
poster and the second, the best items made out of recycled materials as 
well as the clean-up activities. Each aimed at educating the youth and 

general public on the necessity of caring for the environment. The day was a success with everyone 
doing their part to keep Pattaya clean and make a contribution to the world’s environmental future. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Regional Information Officer 
UNEP Bangkok 
URL: www.roap.unep.org 
 
Khao Yai 
To mark World Environment, the National Park Department implemented a new rule as part of its 
campaign to clean up the Park’s air.  The department also launched a tourist-promotion campaign 
called “ Tie Khao Yai Rai Monlapit” (“Visiting Khao Yai Without Pollution”).  
 
VIETNAM 
 
Quang Nam 
A meeting was held in central Quang Nam province on 3 June to mark World Environment Day by 
raising the public awareness under the theme “Sea Environmental Protection”.   
 
Ha Noi 
The United Nations Volunteers (UNV) launched a youth volunteer contest in response to the World 
Environment Day (5 June) and promoting volunteerism for the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). The UNVs sponsored US$1,000 to reward the most innovative activity. 
 
The Farmers’ Association in northern Bac Giang province organized a meeting to mark the World 
Environment Day and conducted various activities to protect the environment.  A series of meetings 
were organized in Kon Tum, Bac Lieu, Phu Yen, Yen Bai provinces and other cities and provinces 
nationwide. 
 
Quang Ninh 
The Management Board of Ha Long Bay and Fauna and Flora International (FFI) launched a 
campaign to clean up the beaches and streets of Ha Long City on the occasion of World Environment 
Day (5 June).  



EUROPE 
 
BELGIUM 
 
Brussels 
In 2004, Green Week, organized by the European Commission (EC) and the Director-General (DG) of 
the Environment, took place from 1 to 4 June 2004. 
 
The EC and the DG announced the launch of the new "Clean Marine Award", which was presented for 
the first time on 1June as part of Green Week. This award was particularly timely as it was very much 
in keeping with this year’s World Environment Day theme: seas and oceans.  
 
The Commission plans to celebrate these ceremonies on a biannual basis, through high profile events. 
These awards were announced in the European Commission©s Communication on a European Union 
strategy to reduce atmospheric emissions from seagoing ships. Their objective was to give positive 
publicity for environmentally responsible shipping, specifically low-emission initiatives and to 
disseminate best practice.   
 
For more information, please contact: 
Paula REY-GARCÍA 
UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) 
Liaison Office with the EU 
14 rue Montoyer, B-1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel: 02 213 30 53 (Direct) 
Fax: 02 213 30 51 
E-mail: p.rey@unep.be 
 
UNEP©s Brussels office created a "special edition"  of the UNEP Brussels newsletter on the occasion of 
World Environment Day. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Sylvie Motard 
Liaison Officer 
UNEP Liaison Office in Brussels 
14 Rue Montoyer 
B-1000 Brussels 
Tel: + 32 2 213 30 50/52 
Fax: + 32 2 213 30 51 
E-mail: s.motard@unep.be 
 
 

 
To commemorate World Environment Day, the World Customs Organization 

(WCO) created a special web page.  
 

 
 

For more information, please see the link below. 
URL: http://www.wcoomd.org/ie/en/en.html 
 
Antwerp 
The Belgian aquarium Aquatopia in Antwerp organized a press conference by in order to publicise 
their World Environment Day-related activities and their collaboration with UNEP Brussels on the 
production of a WED poster.  People from Aquatopia and several journalists attended the press 
conference, including:  ATV; Gazet van Antwerpen-Maaike Floor; Het Laatste Niews; Hippocampus-



Ivo Madder; Regionale pers-Leo De Ley; Kunst & Cultuurkrant-Gery Van Exem; Persinfo-Ruddy 
Berghmans; Kontakt-Diana Wyn; La Semaine d’Anvers; Pers-Guy Verwimp 
 
Aquatopia was the sponsor of the Dutch version of this poster on seas and oceans and the main 
threats they are subject to. Aquatopia printed colour-versions of the poster, which was distributed with 
the UNEP Annual Report and the English version of the poster and World Environment Day kits.  
 
For further information, please contact: 
Paula Rey-García 
UNEP Brussels 
14 rue Montoyer  
B-1000 Brussels 
T +32 (0)2 213 30 53 
E  p.rey@unep.be 
 
Dison 
To commemorate World Environment Day 2004, City Hall of the village of Dison hosted a cocktail 
party on 4 June where Jacques Lefrançois, representative of Citoyen du monde, officially presented 
the Mayor of Dison, M. Yvan Ylieff, with the United Nations’ World Environment Day message of world 
peace and care for the environment. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
M. Jacques Lefrançois 
9 Leo Baekelandstraat 
2030 Antwerpen  
Belgium 
or:  
Commune de Dison 
Rue Albert Ier, 66 
4820 Dison, Belgique 
Tel: 087-39.33.40 
Fax: 087-34.15.87 
 
FINLAND 

To celebrate World Environment Day, Lassila & Tikanoja produced a 32-page 
recycling guide for Finnish consumers, which offers useful information about 
recycling waste in the home. The guide can be downloaded from the web at 
www.lassila-tikanoja.fi. Together with WWF, Lassila & Tikanoja created a web 
quiz about environmental issues and particularly about recycling. On the 
occasion of World Environment Day, Lassila & Tikanoja also produced a song 
called Blues and Greens. 

 
Lassila & Tikanoja specializes in environmental management and property and plant maintenance 
throughout Finland.  The company is the market leader in environmental product trade in Finland and 
has over 6,200 employees. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Marika Kokkonen  
Communication Manager, Lassila & Tikanoja 
E-mail: marika.kokkonen@lassila-tikanoja.fi 
URL: www.lassila-tikanoja.fi 
 
 
 
 
 



FRANCE 
 

The City Council of Paris put a World Environment Day announcement on 177 
electronic panels throughout the City from 26 May to 5 June.  In addition, 100 
World Environment Day posters were displayed in city halls and public libraries. 
 
On 5 June, the newspaper Liberation published an article on cold water corals 
entitled ‘The cold coral studied in depth’. 
 
Liberation put an advertising banner on their web pages from 4-6 June. 
 
Samira de Gobert in UNEP’s Division of Technology, Industry and Economics’s 
Ozone Action programme talked about World Environment Day on a radio 

programme in Arabic broadcast on 3 June by Radio Monte Carlo for the Middle East (RMC-MO). 
 
France Info talked about World Environment Day in the environment section of the news 
programme on the 4 June (several issues).  World Environment Day was mentioned in several 
other French media, including: TV5, l’Express, 20 Minutes, Le Matin, AFP, voila.fr. 

 

 
 
The UNEP Paris office worked with the French Ministry of Sustainable Development to promote World 
Environment Day during their first ever "Week of Sustainable Development" which was held from 2-8 
June.  This included linking web sites and also UNEP support for an "Eco-Citizen Guide" which 
included a foreword by UNEP’s Executive Director.  The Government distributed the Guide to a million 
people throughout France.  This was launched at a press conference in Paris where World 
Environment Day kits were made available. 
 
GERMANY  
 
As a contribution for World Environment Day, the United World Philharmonic Youth Orchestra 
launched on its web site a 7-minute video-clip. The orchestra played the 2nd mouvement "Jeux de 
Vagues" of Claude Debussy©s "La mer" synchronized with images focusing on "Seas and Oceans". 

 
For more information, please contact: 
Rüdiger Schramm,  
Executive Producer 
The United World Philharmonic Youth Orchestra 
E-mail: producer@artist-network.org 
URL: http://www.unyouthorchestra.org/start.htm 
 

GREECE 
 
Clean Up Greece organized its Fifth Eco Festival “Environment Meets Culture”. The month long 
festival culminated on World Environment Day 5 June with a closing ceremony featuring recycling 
creations, a children’s play on the environment. 
  
Athens 

On 5 June, the Athens Environmental Foundation (AEF), in partnership with 
the Athens 2004 Organizing Committee (ATHOC) and UNEP, undertook with 
Jean-Michel Cousteau a special event in Piraeus, Greece on the occasion of 
World Environment Day. Activities included: A beach clean up at several 



beaches around Athens, including Piraeus - the Port of Athens, as well as an underwater clean up with 
hundreds of divers in several spots in Greece, including Piraeus. Five vessels participated and three 
removed large debris from the seabed, including cars and refrigerators. In addition, municipal trucks 
hauled the debris for recycling and/or disposal. The other two vessels did a demonstration on oil spill 
containment. 
 
Prior to this event, a ship with two divers went on site to survey what is underground, map it and 
handed it to Mr. Cousteau and his team who was leading this expedition. 
 
Participating in the event was ATHOC, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and Government 
officials, as well as thousands of citizens and local and international media. The event was filmes by 
the BBC.  
 

AEF Executive Director Tony Diamantidis (left) with Olympic Environmental 
Ambassador and AEF Board member Jean-Michel Cousteau, who visited 
Athens for the third time before the 2004 Olympic Games in June 2004, to 
support environmental awareness in Greece and globally.  
 

 
For more information, please contact: 
Dr. Elvira Bazaca 
EU Director 
Athens Environmental Foundation 
E-mail: elbazaca@otenet.gr  
URL: http://www.athensenvironmental.org/ 
 
Patras  
On World Environment Day 2004, journalist and 1990 Global 500 Laureate, Ms Roula Angelakis-
Malakis, and her environmental group, started a 6-month journalistic campaign for the world’s seas 
and oceans. The message was that people must know about the crisis the marine environment of our 
planet is facing and the urgent need for all sectors of society - all over the world - to act now to save it. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Ms Roula Angelakis-Malakis  
Journalist, UNEP Global 500 Laureate 1990 
50 Heroon Polytechniou Ave. 
264 41 Patras 
Greece 
Tel. 1 : +30 2610 426 988 
Tel. 2 : +30 2610 431 057 
E-mail: nikism@tee.gr 
 
IRELAND 
 
The Irish Wildlife Trust T-Bay Surf and Wildlife Visitors Centre hosted Ireland’s contribution to World 
Oceans Day 2004, which coincides with World Environment Day.  The event called ‘World Oceans 
Festival” began with the official launch of T-Bay Surf and Wildlife Visitors Centre on 11 June.  Events 
covering both the environmental and sustainable use of seas and coasts took place on 12 and 13 
June.  The festival, open to all, combined both fun and learning with a wide range of activities available 
free of charge. 
 
ITALY 
 
Ferrara  
The Museo Storia Naturale in Ferrara, Emilia-Romagna organized on World Environment Day 2004, a 
two-day event on the Adriatic Sea Coast to explain to the public the functioning and management 



problem of the seas by using examples from the sea closest to the region, namely the Northern 
Adriatic Sea. 
 
In addition two conferences were held on the afternoon of 12 June on "Monitoring and healthness 
of the Northern Adriatic Sea"  (Dr. Carla Rita Ferrari, Battello Oceanografico "Daphne" - ARPA 
Emilia-Romagna, Italy); "Scubadivers for the Environment: Results of the first two years of the 
project in the Mediterranean Sea"  (Prof. Marco Gottardo, Marine Science Group, University of 
Bologna, Italy). 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Dr. Carla Corazza 
Resp. Stazione di Ecologia, Webmaster 
Museo Civico di Storia Naturale 
via De Pisis, 24 
I-44100 Ferrara 
Italy 
E-mail: c.corazza@comune.fe.it, stazecol@comune.fe.it  
URL: http://www.comune.fe.it/storianaturale (for more information in Italian) 
 
Torino 

On World Environment Day 2004, the Province of Torino, in support of the global 
commitment for energy sustainability promoted the use of renewable sources and 
energy efficiency under the theme “From Turin to Kyoto: The Way to Energy 
Sustainability”. 
 
The chosen theme represents the efforts made by the Province which is proud of its 
Energy Programme.  A strategic document, containing policies and actions in 
response to local objectives consistent with the international agreements was 
produced with the aim of supplying citizens with useful information on the rational 
use of energy. 

 
The following is a summary of some of the activities organized throughout the Province of Torino. The 
complete list of initiatives can be read (in Italian) on the dedicated website: 
www.provincia.torino.it/ambiente/eventi/gma_04/index. 
  

·  “One step near the future – Present and future of Hydrogen and other high efficiency 
technologies”.  The objective of the workshop was to present one year of activities of HySyLab 
(Hydrogen Laboratory) and meeting with the GM/Opel Fuel Cell Marathon. The programme 
continued with an event organized by the Politecnico of Torino (a University Forum titled 
“Hydrogen and Fuel Cell: the Future of Automobility) and with a meeting of European 
Universities involved in the GM/Opel Fuel Cell Marathon, to discuss and share research 
issues to present to the EU; 

·   “International Poster School” seventh edition of the traineeship for art and graphic students 
aimed at developing the logo for World Environment Day 2004; 

·  “Best Practices on Energy”. A virtual exhibition presenting initiatives on energy-saving and the 
rational use of renewable sources supported by the Province of Torino;  

·  "New Energy in action" - Exhibition and visits to plants and solutions realized inside 
Environment Park, characterised by energy efficiency and the use of renewable sources; 

·  “New areas for a sustainable city: good and safe streets”. At the end of an educational training 
in the schools during the entire year about the safety and the liveability of the city, teachers 
met the students’ parents to present them with the results of this work and the proposals to 
improve the quality of life in the town; 

·  “One Thing” - A show presented for the conclusion of an educational project promoted by the 
Province of Torino and the Piedmont Region and structured as a theatre laboratory; 



·  “A matter of waste” – A show as the final environmental education project entitled “Waste in 
the Town”, promoted by the Province of Torino and Piedmont Region; 

·  “The Po River for Everyone” - The third edition of this initiative, with the involvement of the 
towns of Carignano, Carmagnola, Chivasso, Lombriasco, Settimo Torinese, Torino e 
Villafranca Piemonte; 

·  “Areas for a sustainable city. Shall we make a garden?”  To conclude the educational course 
on the topic of requalification of gardens, courtyards and green spaces in the city, the schools 
met with parents and local administrators to introduce their proposals; 

·  Seminar entitled “Decentralised Cooperation and Local Development: the Project “From 
Refuse to Resource"; 

·  Ecological Sunday on "Renewable energies and energy saving".  The central area of the city 
was closed to traffic. Piazza San Carlo highlighted exhibits of the agencies that have adopted 
a policy for the promotion of renewable energies and energy (e.g. SMAT, AMIAT, AEM, AES, 
ATC, Agency for the Energy of Turin) and of the producers of wind systems, solar, 
photovoltaic, biomass. Exhibitions on climate changes, within the WWF plan "Bank of the 
climate"; 

·  Realization of flower-beds In Piazza Castello, the gardeners of the Municipality of Torino 
carried out activities with the children for the realization of flower-beds;Other initiatives in the 
City; 

·  "Water for Humanity, Water for Life". Final event of the programme launched from the 
UNESCO Centre of Turin;  

·  "The good energy of the social communication"- Exhibition of the materials in the archives on 
energy (ArNIA - National Archive of Images of the Environment,  ATIF and Circoscrizione X - 
Municipality of Torino); 

·  "Energy Live...ly" - Associations of the "Tavolo Sociale" held Exhibitions on the topic of energy 
with the involvement of about 30 artists – organized by Circoscrizione IV - Municipality of 
Torino; 

·  "Energy Services" - Based on the guidelines of the "Special procurement contract for energy 
services", an informative pamphlet was produced and distributed to the citizens of Borgo 
Vecchio Campidoglio; 

·  "We renew the Energy" - informative exhibition about energy saving and rational use of 
energy. Study Centre Sereno Regis – Eco-institute of the Piemonte "P. Cavaliere", in 
collaboration with Banca Popolare Etica;  

·  "Festival of the Village and the Environment". Artistic and sport initiatives for everyone, 
biological market BioCampidoglio with producers AIAB and ASC;  

·  "Energy label" - Make the right choice to save energy: buy only labelled products! Informative  
campaign on sensibilization for energy-saving through the purchase of labelled products. 
(Studio L.C.E. "Life Cycle Engineering", in collaboration with SPACE-Sustainable Production 
and Consumption Centre);  

·  "Energy and the challenge of sustainability” Realization and spreading of materials extracted 
from several international sources on future energy scenarios world-wide. (Envision, in 
collaboration with SPACE);  

·  "A House According to Nature" - Preparation of a "room type", in scale 1:1, equipped with 
renewable energetic systems. (Cooperative Agriforest);   

·  "Good practices of ecologically sustainable communities - Youth centres and energy saving". 
Presentation of  project for research and classification of structures or communities 
characterized by a responsible use of energetic sources in their production and management, 
in Italy and in Europe. (Centro El Barrio, Cooperativa CISV);  

·  "Beyond the Sun" - Environmental Troupe and Eco-Furgonet. The student troupe realized a 
documentary on real examples of those working on renewable energies.  They filmed the 
places and interviewed the implementers,  the reportage was shown during the event.  
(Cooperative AnimazioneValdocco) 

·  " Museo A come Ambiente" - Special opening of the new museum that hosts an entire section 
dedicated to the energy. For the day interactive experiences will be presented to public.  



(Associazione A come Ambiente, in collaboration with HysyLab of Environment Park and 
Sermig, Arsenale della Pace);  

·  "The thermal station of co-generation of Moncalieri and the Villa Lumiére: by bicycle to 
discovery the energy saving by bicycle" (Association Bici & Dintorni, in collaboration with 
A.E.M. of Moncalieri) 

 
Below is the list of the towns committed for the World Environment Day 2004. To read about their 
initiatives, please visit the website www.provincia.torino.it/ambiente/eventi/gma_04/index. 

 
Alice Superiore Bardonecchia Bussoleno 
Cambiano Carignano Carmagnola 
Chieri Chivasso Ciriè 
Coazze Collegno Giaveno 
Grugliasco Ivrea Lombriasco  
Lusigliè Massello Moncalieri 
Nichelino Orbassano Pianezza 
Pino Torinese Piscina Quincinetto 
Rivoli San Germano Chisone San Pietro Val Lemina 
Sciolze Settimo Torinese  Traversella 
Venaria Reale Vidracco Villafranca Piemonte 
Vistrorio 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Enrico Camurati 
Envision S.r.L. 
Via Livorno, 60 
10144 Torino 
Italy 
tel. +39-011-225760 
E-mail: enrico@envision.it 
URL: www.provincia.torino.it/ambiente/eventi/gma_04/index (for more information in Italian) 
 
NORWAY 
 

The children’s environmental organisation Inky’s Eco-detectives, a partner 
of UNEP, directly or indirectly participated in the following World 
Environment Day activities 2004: 

·  In the two riverbank towns of Hamar and Gjøvik, separated by 
Norway’s largest lake Mjøsa 5 June had joint opening activities, 
connecting the two towns in their quest to clean up their lake. The 
event was the launch of an international Week, financed by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs;  

·  On 3 June a supplement on World Environment Day, published in 
one of the newspapers highlighted the Millennium Development 
Goals; 

·  In the capital, Oslo, a Green Week began during which a number of activities for people of all 
ages will took place; 

·  In the city of Bergen, Inky’s Ecodetectives named Bergen a Green Childrens’ City, and a 
variety show for schoolchildren took place in the main town square on 4 June; 

·  In Trondheim, named a Green Children’s City on World Environment Day 2003, also 
organized a number of activities throughout its Week leading up to 5 June; 

·  In the arctic town of Tromsø 5 June was celebrated under the midnight sun with a carnival and 
a storytelling festival. 

 



For more information, please contact: 
Mr. Andrew Kroglund, Director 
Inky©s Environmental Detectives 
Nedre Gate 8 
0551 Oslo 
Norway 
Tel: 00-47-22044630/00-47-95139725 
E-mail: andrew@blekkulf.no 
URL: www.blekkulf.no 
 
ROMANIA 
 
Timisoara 
Like the previous year, the French Cultural Centre in Timisoara organized a school drawing 
competition on the issue of water. The 20 most outstanding posters were incorporated into an 
exhibition that toured various schools in 2004.  
 
Until May 2004, a similar exhibition visited schools in nine counties in the southwest of the country, 
thus ensuring a true and hopefully lasting sensitization on the issue of water. The final stop of the 
exhibition of winning posters was at a school in Orsova, on the banks of the Danube. The school, 
which distinguished itself by entering four winning pictures into the competition and whose proximity to 
the great European river makes it particularly susceptible to water-related issues, was given the 
collection of pictures. 
 
While in 2003 the competition was essentially regional, it turned national in 2004 thanks to the 
additional participation of the three French Cultural Centres in Romania as well as that of the French 
Institute of Bucharest.  
 

For further information, please contact: 
M. Jean-Luc STAGNOL 
Attaché de coopération pour le français 
Directeur adjoint du CCF de Timisoara 
Courriel : stagnol@ccftimisoara.ro�
 
SPAIN 
 
Barcelona 
 

The principal celebrations of World Environment Day 2004 were held in Barcelona, 
Spain under the High Patronage of the Spanish Royal Family and in close collaboration with the 
Universal Forum of Cultures-Barcelona 2004.  Forum visitors became the focal point of the 
celebrations.  It was a meeting place where people of diverse backgrounds came together, and where 
numerous institutions, associations and NGO’s displayed their projects and good ideas, with the 
understanding that we are all responsible for acting today to make the dream of a better world a 
reality.  
 



Forum Barcelona 2004 and the three governing bodies (Spanish Government, Catalan Autonomous 
Government and Barcelona City Council) joined efforts to encourage and promote the participation of 
environmental organizations in all the activities of WED.  The celebrations involved, among others, 
government, schools, civil society, NGOs and private companies in a wide range of activities aimed at 
raising awareness of the need to protect our seas and oceans.   
 
One of the main activities of WED was the Opening Ceremony on 5 June with the Patronage of a 
member of the Spanish Royal family as well as the participation of UNEP representatives and the 
three institutional organizers.   The Ceremony attended by more than 1000 guests included a number 
of high-level dignitaries, art performances and the presentation of environmental awards. 

Several exhibitions focused on environment, including the Sustainable Lifestyle Exhibition, which 
aimed to highlight that making sustainable lifestyle choices can provide consumers with personal gain 
and promote the development of a more sustainable economy. 

Other relevant events held were the award ceremony and exhibition of the UNEP Annual Children’s 
Painting Competition and the launching of the UNEP International Photographic Competition together 
with the exhibition of images from previous years. 
 
The Speaker’s Corner, inspired by the famous corner in London’s Hyde Park, acted as a public 
platform for debates, demonstrations, recruitment campaigns, solidarity actions, interviews, 
roundtables and small plays focusing on environmental issues.  
 
Other activities included: 
Dialogues on topics such as:mental issues and thought to include UNEP representatives: 

·  Water: Life and Security; 
·  Energy and Sustainable Development; 
·  Tourism, cultural diversity and sustainable development; 
·  The role of corporations in the XXI century 

Events associated to the Dialogues: 
·  Linguistic diversity, sustainability and peace; 
·  Listening to the Sea; 
·  III World Youth Festival  

 
Sustainable consumption workshop  
 
Festival of the Sea – held in Barcelona©s Old Port from 11 – 14 June, this event focused on the sea 
and its culture.  Each day the festival highlighted a specifi environmental issue. 
 
UNEP International Photographic Competition - global launch of the UNEP contest on the 
environment - entitled Focus on Your World at a press conference on 4 June, the results of which will 
be announced during Expo 2005 in Japan. Exhibition of images from previous competitions were 
exhibited in Barcelona. 
 
UNEP Children’s Painting Competition – Exhibition of  children’s paintings and announcement of  
the winners of the contest. 
 
International Environmental Film Festival – this year’s festival took place within the framework of 
the Forum in the coastal town of San Feliu de Guíxols. 
 
Official opening of the beach season. This year’s event took place in the Forum site. 
 
Closing ceremony of Programme “ How does Barcelona work?”  – Barcelona 2004 organized the 
closing ceremony of this programme, sponsored by the City Council, whose aim was to raise 
awareness among primary and secondary schools about environmental issues that affect the city.  
 



Closing ceremony of “ Agenda 21 Escolar”  – ceremony with over 100 schools involved in the 
programme whose aim was to implement Agenda 21 in schools. 
 
YouthXChange Guide – publication of UNEP guide for responsible consumption in Catalan. 
 
Seminar on Environmental Law – a seminar at the University of Barcelona with professors with 
expertise in environmental law and sustainable development. 
 
ENPLAN II International Seminar  
 
Prize giving ceremony to municipalities recognized for selective collection of garbage 
 
Prize giving ceremony to corporations awarded for environmental achievements 
 
STREET EVENTS 
 
The Tree of Memory – a street performance, which highlighted the tree as a source of life and fertility. 
A live and active manifesto in defence of the environment, natural resources and sustainable 
development. 
 
The Giant of 7 Seas (Waking up of the Arutairc) – reflection on the deterioration and contamination of 
the sea through a 12-meter being (a hybrid between marine beast and a horse). 
 
Day parade (Higroma) – refection on the natural surroundings and the impact of development on the 
environment. By inverting the proportion between insects and humans the goal is to symbolize the 
aggressive effects of the human macrocosm on the microcosm. 
 
Marine Turtles. Barcelona 2004 and “Fundació CRAM” (Centre for the Recuperation of Marine 
Species) – a special event with marine turtles. 
 
Thang Long Water Puppet Theatre –  traditional Vietnamese performance with water puppets. 
 
Sky of Aspirations – a participative installation laid out over 5,000 square meters as one of the 
principal components of the Plaza. Created by Indian artist Rajeev Sethi, it was conceived to represent 
the hopes and aspirations of people from around the world.  Sections of this great net travelled by land 
and sea, crossing international borders to collect talismans from different cultures, communities and 
individuals. On WED people and environmental organizations attached talismans related to 
environment. 
 
Peace Camp – more than 1,200 children from 16 different countries were welcomed to the Forest of 
Peace placed in the Forum area from 27 May to 22 September.  Organized by Save the Children, the 
Camp promoted the participation of children in workshops, games, etc… On 5 June, children walked in 
street parade to the Sky of Aspirations to attach their talismans. 
 
Public Service Announcement (PSA) 
A PSA of 1’ 30” on WED 2004 was distributed to over 150 broadcasters around the world. 
 
Television screens were put at strategic points in the Forum area to show the PSA. 
 
Banners were strategically placed throughout the city. 
 
Basque Region 
For the third consecutive year, IHOBE - the public society of environmental management of the 
Basque Government Environmental Department - organized Basque Green Week (Aste Berdea) from 
31 May to 6 June to coincide with World Environment Day. For the first time, more than 51 
municipalities participated in Basque Green week with more than 200 green activities including 



exhibitions, films, conferences, visits to factories, theatres, competitions (photos, flowers, painting..), 
ecological agriculture exhibits, and more. The programme was as follows: 
 
31 May  
Conference on The Management of Business: Sustainability in Practice - in collaboration with the 
Basque Business Association for Sustainability (IZAITE). Workshops:  
a. Environmental sustainability of consumption  
b. Environmental good practices in the University  
c.  Environmental sustainability in buildings  
d. Natura 2000 network in Basque Country  
e.  New challenges in soil management with the next Basque Soil Pollution Law  
f. Environment and communication 
 
1 June  
Basque Government meeting in UNESCO Biosphere of Urdaibai about sustainable development. At 
this meeting all the Basque ministers and the President analyzed the 2004 Basque Environmental 
Sustainability Report, which assesses the overall progress of the objectives and goals of the Basque 
Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2002-2020. 
 
Workshops:  
G - Strategic Environmental Impact of Plans and Programmes  
H - The Role of NGOs in Sustainable Development 
 
2 June  
Conference: Basque industry and Directive IPPC 
 
3 June  
Conference: Local Agenda 21 in Basque Municipalities 
 
4 June  
Conference: Agenda 21 for Schools – Education for Sustainability  
Conference: Ecodesign and Environmental Product Innovation 
 
5 June  
Betizu Green Party. The first green party for a club of 50,000 children, and they are working with 
environmental criteria for these kind of parties (use of public transport, use of recyclable materials, etc) 
 
In addition, IHOBE organized three environmental competitions (organized every two years):  
1.  Photographic competition in two (2) categories - one for children of up to 12 years and  

another for young people between the ages of 12 and 17)  
2.  Environmental education practices in two categories of schools, (children and youth)  
3.  Environmental good practices in the local development in two categories – town halls and 
 NGOs) 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Alexander Boto 
Zuzendariorde Teknikoa / Subdirector Técnico 
Gobierno Vasco - Departamento de Ordenación del Territorio y Medio Ambiente 
Ibañez de Bilbao, 28-8ã 48009 Bilbao, Bizkaia 
Spain 
E-mail: alexander.boto@ihobe.net 
URL: http://www.ihobe.net 
 
 
 
 



SWEDEN 
 
Stockholm 
World Environment Day is celebrated by Globetree every year. In 2004, the children and youth of 
Stockholm gathered at Globetree to make plans for the World Championship in Cooperation, a mega 
event which will take place around World Environment Day in 2006.  The City of Stockholm will host 
the event. Eighteen City Districts of Stockholm are expected to join and already children and youth are 
excited to receive participants from around the world. 
 
SWIZERLAND 
 
Geneva  
On 4 June 2004, a Roundtable was held in the International Environment House (IEH). The subject 
was linked to the World Environment Day theme seas and oceans and Mr. Phillip Roch, Director of the 
Swiss Agency for Environment, Forests and Landscape participated. 
 
The inauguration of the Annex to the IEH, which was recently expanded to host international 
environmental NGOs, took place immediately after the Roundtable and attracted local attention. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Michael Williams, Information Officer 
Information Unit for Conventions (UNEP/IUC) 
International Environment House 
15 ch. des Anémones, CH-1219 Châtelaine 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41-22-917-8242 / 8244 / 8186 (fixed) 
       +41-79-409-1528 (cell) 
Fax: +41-22-797-3464  
E-mail: michael.williams@unep.ch  
www.unep.ch/conventions/ 
  
 
Gland 

The three environmental organizations based in Gland, Switzerland - IUCN, 
Ramsar and WWF - joined forces to host a well-attended open house on World 
Environment Day, helping to put Gland on the map in Switzerland as a true world 
centre for conservation and sustainable development.  
 
Between 800 and 1000 people passed through the doors of IUCN Headquarters, 
where adults and children were entertained and educated by an extensive marine 
exhibition and a multitude of imaginative children©s games in line with the day©s 

UNEP-declared theme of Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive? A film was shown on IUCN©s 
Marine Programme and a water-themed improvisation was staged. 
 
There were expert-guided tours every hour on the hour through IUCN©s natural garden. The day ended 
with over 130 prizes being given out in a Tombola draw that included thousands of prizes donated by 
local commerce and IUCN suppliers. Local and regional press, radio and TV gave excellent coverage 
to the event.  
 
"Our World Environment Day open house has grown every year in both scope and vision and the 
public has responded accordingly," says Achim Steiner, IUCN Director General. "It is our chance to 
give something back to the community and region that so generously hosts our headquarters."  
 
For more information, please contact: 
Mark Wagner, Global Communications Officer 



Chargé de communications 
IUCN - The World Conservation Union 
Rue Mauverney 28 
1196 Gland 
Switzerland 
E-mail: mark.wagner@iucn.org 
URL: http://iucn.org  
World Environment Day special web site: http://www.iucn.org/wed2004/welcome.htm 

 
Lausanne  
The Summit Foundation celebrated World Environment Day 2004 with a press 
conference at the Jardin botanique the Lausanne on 3 June. 
 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Tel: 00.41.21.626.05.55.  
E-mail: info@summit-foundation.org 
URL: http://www.summit-foundation.org/new/f/index.php 
 
Eco- schools 
Eco-schools, an international programme for environmental education for sustainability, promoted 
World Environment Day on its web site. 
 
For more information: 
URL: http://www.eco-schools.org 
 
Zurich  
On the occasion of World Environment Day 5 June 2004, Zurich - the largest City and economic 
centre of Switzerland - went public for its environment. Cleaner air, less noise, «lighter» traffic and 
transport, saving energy, protection of city animals, tree and plant life, better hygiene in food handling 
in restaurants were some of the issues addressed. 
 
At several city squares and other central locations, information stalls, inter-active events and 
measuring equipment brought these issues closer to the approximately one million inhabitants of the 
Greater Zurich Area. Excursions to bat-colonies and other highlights of Zurich©s astonishingly rich city 
wildlife were a highlight for families. 
 
These first World Environment Day events in Zurich were the result of a truly inter-departmental and 
inter-disciplinary project. Five of the City©s government departments and about a dozen environment-
specialist teams were involved. The entire project was directed and coordinated by Umwelt-und 
Gesundheitsschutz (Environment and Health Protection) Zürich UGZ. 
 
The aims of the Project were: to demonstrate in attractive ways, how important elements of the City©s 
notoriously high quality of living were upheld and developed, and to show the inhabitants the active 
part they can and should take! 
 
The weekend of World Environment Day 2004 was environmentally-speaking a very active one in 
Switzerland©s main City, both on the streets and in the media! 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Ms. Vera Baré 
Project manager at Umwelt- und Gesundheitsschutz Zürich 
Tel: ++41 1 216 43 70 
E-mail: vera.bare@gud.stzh.ch 
URL: www.umwelttage.ch (for further information in german). 
 



UNITED KINGDOM  
 
British Nuclear Fuels (BNF) provides nuclear products and services in 16 countries and employs 
around 23,000 people worldwide.  Being safe and environmentally responsible was at the heart of its 
business and this year©s theme for World Environment Day was closely linked to its commitment to 
protect the sea by using best practices to progressively reduce radioactive discharges to the North-
east Atlantic. This is one of the eight key environmental sustainability principles used by BNF to guide 
the organization towards corporate sustainability. 
BNF chose to use World Environment Day to focus its attention on environmental responsibility more 
generally. With this in mind they organized environmental displays and talks at its UK sites involving 
both internal and external speakers and exhibitors. These efforts helped promote BNF©s environmental 
enhancement plans and cover a range of topics from resource usage to biodiversity. 
 
A key component of all of these activities was to encourage employees to make a personal 
commitment to improve the environment at work and at home, and is linked to the Environment 
Agency©s national ©Make a Pledge© campaign.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
Mr. Andrew Craze 
Corporate EH&S Manager 
Tel: +44 (0) 1925 835088 
E-mail: andrew.craze@bnfl.com 
URL: www.bnf.com 
 
Aldermaston  
The Atomic Weapons Establishment (AWE) holds an Environment Week Exhibition in June each year 
coinciding with World Environment Day. The exhibition is an excellent opportunity to raise staff 
awareness of environmental issues and what they themselves can do to help preserve and protect the 
environment both at work and at home.  
 
AWE is a large company, with more than 3,600 staff, and sites covering hundreds of acres involving a 
wide range of operations. Like any other large industrial complex, AWE is aware that its operations 
can potentially harm the environment and therefore it takes every action to ensure that this does not 
happen. 
 
Organisations such as local Wildlife Trusts and Local Authorities were invited to exhibit alongside 
AWE’s own people. AWE held a competition with environmentally friendly prizes. Freebies made from 
recycled products such as rulers made from vending cups and mouse mats from recycled tyres were a 
popular attraction. The organization also held Flower, Birds and Heritage Walks as its sites are not just 
industrial but have a diverse range of natural habitats including ponds and woods. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Pauline.Dennett 
AWE plc, Aldermaston 
Reading - Berks - RG7 4PR 
England  
E-mail: Pauline.Dennett@awe.co.uk 
 
Cambridge  

In 2004, the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC) held school and sixth 
form painting competitions using the World Environment Day theme. Prizes included 3 
bicycles, which were awarded to the winners by the Mayor of Cambridge 
and the Director of WCMC - followed by an exhibition at the Cambridge Guildhall - 
then mobile exhibitions at different venues. 
 



For more information, please contact: 
Head of Marketing & Communications 
United Nations Environment Programme 
World Conservation Monitoring Centre 
219 Huntingdon Road 
Cambridge CB3 0DL 
United Kingdom 
E-mail: will.rogowski@unep-wcmc.org 
URL: www.unep-wcmc.org 
 

Crewe, Cheshire  
Climb, the National Information and Advice Centre for Metabolic Diseases in the UK, celebrated World 
Environment Day by holding a poster competition for all the young people involved with its Young 
Persons Service.  Climb works to empower young people and to encourage their involvement in a 
magazine called ‘Cool News’ and a pen pal scheme.  Its mission is to ensure the best possible quality 
of life for children, young people and families affected by metabolic disease and alleviate their 
suffering with the ultimate aim of prevention and cure. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Philippa Meehan 
Children and Young Adults Adviser 
England, United Kingdom  
E-mail: philippa@climb.org.uk 
 
Derby  
The Diocese of Derby organized a major Appeal for Tools as part of a campaign to encourage 
recycling and reuse and to provide practical help to people in Africa and Derbyshire. The Appeal was  
launched on World Environment Day (5 June 2004) at The Silk Mill, Derby©s Museum of Industry and 
History, a UN World Heritage Site. The Appeal was part of the Diocese©s programme to translate the 
principles of sustainable development into thoughtful action. The Diocese worked with the Derby City 
Council, the Derbyshire County Council and Rolls Royce on this endeavour. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Louise Doble 
c/o Council for Social Responsibility 
Diocese of Derby 
Church House, Full Street 
Derby DE1 3DR 
United Kingdom 
E-mail: doble@fish.co.uk 
URL: http://www.derby.anglican.org 
 
London  

The Environment Agency created a web site to encourage individuals and 
businesses to get involved in World Environment Day 2004 by taking part in 
and setting up activities that both help to improve our quality of life and raise 
money to tackle environmental causes. 
 

The web site provided all one needs to know on how to get involved in environment day 2004 and do 
your bit, from organising a big event... to simply turning the tap off! 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Katie Ridge 
E-mail: katie.ridge@environment-agency.gov.uk  
URL: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk 
 



Future Forests invited people to make a pledge to reduce their carbon dioxide 
emissions and so help protect the climate by: purchasing a World Environment 
Day pack comprising a tree dedicated to the purchases plus a pack of organic wild 
flower seeds; and linking to a page detailing what it is that Future Forests© linked 
businesses have done. 
 

To enable business to celebrate World Environment Day, Future Forests created a package which 
includes: 100 trees dedicated in a beautiful forest in Scotland; and 100 tonnes CO2 saved through by 
helping villagers in Sri Lanka and India to swap fossil fuels for solar energy. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Bethan Riach 
20 Flaxman Terrace 
London, UK 
E-mail:enquiries@futureforests.com 
URL: www.futureforests.com 
 
Beginning on 7 June, the Roche Nursery School in London held a recycling week at the school. This 
effort involved both children and parents to encourage the protection of the environment and what we 
can all do to help! 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Jacquie MacColl, Deputy Manager 
The Roche Nursery School 
11, Frogmore 
London SW18 1HW 
United Kingdom 
E-mail:Abijam15@aol.com 
 
London 

London Sustainability Weeks 2004 was held from 5 -19 June to coincide 
with World Environment Day. The aim of this event was to encourage 
community groups, businesses, local authorities and government to work 
together to create a cleaner, greener and healthier London. 

 
Friday 4 June - 10-2.30 pm - Museum of London 
London Sustainability Weeks 2004 Launch followed by Sustainable London? The Role of 
Communities. A Community-based London Response to ‘Taking it On – Developing A UK Sustainable 
Development Strategy Together’.  
 
Saturday 5 June - Waterloo Millennium Green 
London Green Map Launch - Presenting the London of the Future.  
For more information, please contact: 
Tim Webb 
5 Blackstock Rd 
Finsbury Park 
London N4 2JF 
E-mail: info@london21.org 
URL: londonsustainabilityweeks.org 
 
Environment Poem: 
Wanted: Seas and Oceans; Dead or Alive.... 
Sun sparkles on the ocean 
Leaking down to the sand below 
Perfect sunset on the water 
Shining with a golden glow 



It may seem the sea is perfect 
Rippling, gentle, mysterious waves 
Yet many innocent lives are taken 
Creatures sink to watery graves. 
 

Black shadow lurking in the ocean 
Dead fish litter the sandy shore 
While the death toll rises higher 
Beneath the sea it’s even more. 
 

They’ve tried to cut down on pollution 
Yet oil tanks still survive 
What kind of message is  
“Wanted: Seas And Oceans; Dead or Alive”? 
 
By Siân Kyle 
Aged 11 years 4 months 
Dawley Church of England School 
 
Milton Keynes 
The Lions Club of Bletchley, Milton Keynes, England has been involved in the planning and 
coordination of the Bletchley Carnival for several years. This year©s carnival coincided with World 
Environment Day. 
 
The Club commemorated the Day by distributing prizes to young people who demonstrated knowledge 
about the Earth©s seas and oceans, as well as posters and other promotional materials that educated 
participants about the environment in general. In addition, designated club members took 
responsibility for encouraging interested persons to volunteer with a local environment group and 
provided contact information. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Vendrice Garvin 
2 Lucas Place 
Woughton on the Green 
Milton Keynes MK6 3BZ 
England 
United Kingdom  
E-mail: Vendrice@aol.com 
 
Surrey  

Stocksigns, a Surrey-based sign company, which manufactures bespoke 
and standard signage participated in World Environment Day by organising 
a number of activities for staff on 11 June. The aim was to increase 
environmental efforts within the company and also to raise money for the 
local charity – Wildlife Aid – which is involved in the rescue and 
rehabilitation of sick and injured British wildlife.  Activities included: 
 
 

·  Encourage staff car sharing scheme;  
·  Promotion of a new recycling scheme (to incorporate domestic recycling, plastic and 

aerosols);  
·  Construction of bird tables at the back of the factory;  
·  Books and clothes swap;  
·  Cake stall;  
·  Staff donations to ‘dress down’ 

 



For more information, please contact: 
Ms. Katie Rees 
Stocksigns 
43 Ormside Way  
Redhill, Surrey, RH1 2LG 
United Kingdom 
E-mail: Krees@stocksigns.co.uk  
URL: http://www.stocksigns.co.uk 
 
Tewkesbury  
The Cheltenham Centre for Change in Tewkesbury, United Kingdom organized an art competition for 
children between the ages of 8 and 16 to produce images and /or sculptures from scrap materials 
based on the World Environment Day seas and oceans theme. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Andy Hayes, Centre Organizer 
Tewkesbury 
United Kingdom  
Tel: 01242 570111 
Cheltenham Centre for Change Ltd. 
E-mail: ccc@honeyend.com 
 
Every year Epson Telford Limited has an "Environment Month", which now falls in June to coincide 
with World Environment Day. During the month, Epson used various competitions and promotions to 
reinforce the Company©s commitment to the environment and to raise the profile of local, regional and 
global environmental issues. 
 
Environment Month allows Epson to "up the ante" with its employees and the local community. In 
2004, plans included a poetry competition with local schools using the World Environment Day slogan 
Wanted! - Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive? The prize-winning school received an Epson Printer 
and the winning pupils (1st, 2nd and 3rd) also received prizes. In-house, an Environmental Quiz was 
held (also with a prize) - using the World Environment Day theme. 
 
Epson Telford Limited already holds ISO 14001, was a Zero Emission site and has an on-going and 
substantial Environmental Policy. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Fiona Hunter 
Environmental Co-Coordinator 
Tel: +44 (0) 1952 284399 
E-mail: fiona.hunter@epson-telford-ltd.co.uk 
URL: www.epson.com 
 
UZBEKISTAN 
 
To commemorate World Environment Day, the International Fund of Ecology and Health (ECOSAN) in 
Tashkent organized on 1-10 June a festival which addressed issues such hygiene and ecology. 
 
ECOSAN©s initiative was supported by the Government of Uzbekistan and was in line with its 
programme of large-scale activities, held throughout the Republic. All sectors of society  participated in 
the events, including ECOSAN activists, representatives of governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, educational establishments and the general public. 
 
Activities included thematic exhibitions, a flower exhibit, painting competitions, presentations on 
ecology and health, as well as meetings and film showings on the environment at recreation camps 



and city and rural parks. A series of TV and radio programmes on environmental protection and 
sustainable development were also organized.  
 
On 5 June, the popular morning radio programme Assalom, Uzbekistani! devoted its entire programme 
to the environment, while the Yoshlar radio station, which broadcasts to the entire territory of 
Uzbekistan and neighbouring countries, organized an ecological radio-marathon. 
 
The educational institutions in the Republic held meetings for students and faculty on the theme Youth 
and the Environment with the participation of leading scientists and ecologists from the Tashkent 
ECOSAN Club. 
 
With the support of the Oliy Majlis committee on environment and nature protection and the 
Committee on Science, Education, Culture and Sport, a conference on legislation, culture and 
environment was held. The roundtable discussion on the environment and sustainable development in 
the activities of political parties was organized jointly with the public and the political parties of the 
Republic.  A seminar on the environment theme in the work of poets and writers were also organized 
in conjunction with the Union of Writers of Uzbekistan. 
 
One of the more memorable cultural activities of the 10-day event was the ecological festival 
organized by the International ECOSAN fund, the Khokimiyat of Tashkent city, the Ministry of Culture 
and the Uztele-radio company on the summer stage of the Turkiston palace on 4 June.  
 
The programme included visits to the exhibition devoted to World Environment Day, the award 
presentation ceremony of the winners of the Day’s ecology and health in the following categories the 
best city, the best enterprise (organization) and the most well-organized mahalla as well as a concert 
showcasing some of Uzbekistan’s best artists. More than 5,000 people took part in the festival, 
including residents of the capital, representatives of labour collectives, educational institutions, the 
diplomatic corps, international organizations and journalists. 
 
On 5 June, the ecological ‘subbotnik’ (voluntary free work), under the aegis of mothers and children of 
the Aral Sea area, undertook cleaning efforts to bring order to cities, satellites, companies and 
organizations.  As is the tradition, more than six million people participated including members of labor 
unions.  The revenues from the ‘subbotnik’ were sent to support the women and children of the Aral 
Sea zone where tens of millions of people suffered from the impact of the ecological disaster resulting 
from the destruction of the sea. 
 
During the Festival, numerous charitable activities took place. For example, ECOSAN sent trains and 
trucks with health and humanitarian cargo to the ecologically devastated regions and to the 
economically disadvantaged.  In addition, control over the observance of ecological requirements were 
carried out, e.g. the sanitary condition of territories of cities and populated areas, country and city; 
recreation camps for schoolchildren, waste sites, hospitals, children’s institutions, auto- and railway 
stations and airports, farmers’ markets, trading centres, particularly, selling consumers goods have 
been carried out by taking specific measures for the removal of such problems. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Zaytuna Fayzullaeva 
Head of a sector of ECOSAN 
International Fund of Ecology and Health "ECOSAN" 
Shahrisabz Street, 1 
700000 Tashkent 
Republic of Uzbekistan 
E-mail: ecosan@uzpak.uz 
URL: www.ecosan.uz 

 



LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 
 
ARGENTINA 
 
On World Environment Day, the theme for the Gendarmeria Infantil (children guards) in Argentina was 
“Indigenous Forest”. A slide show, drawing competition and tree planning took place. 
 
The Rosario Chemical Engineers’ Society organized on 5 June a ‘Multidisciplinary Company – 
Environment and Security Journey’. 
 
BRAZIL 
 
In Brasilia, the UNDP Office organized a conference entitled ‘The Fields Towards Sustainability’, which 
included a children and youth fair on the environment. 
 
CAYMAN ISLANDS 
 

This year, using the theme Wanted! Seas and Oceans - Dead or Alive? 
 the John Gray Recyclers commemorated World Environment Day in Grand 
Cayman by introducing plastic recycling into all the schools on the Islands. 
 
The project entitled Plastic Six Pack Holder Recycling reflects the importance the 
organization attaches to the concept "ReUse" and "Recycle" because, to a great 
extent, marine debris consists of plastic items and six pack holders that strangle 
marine life such as turtles and birds. 
 
These holders were taken to Bodden Beverages in Grand Cayman for "ReUse" 

and any left over were sent to the Hi-Cone Plant in the United States for Recycling.  John Gray 
Recyclers also undertook a Clean Up of Barkers National Park - the first National Park in the Cayman 
Islands. In addition, they undertook various media activities to promote the day. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Christine Whitehead 
E-mail: johngrayrecyclers@hotmail.com 
URL: www.johngrayrecyclers.org/year11_jiminy_cricket_project 
Main web site: www.johngrayrecyclers.org 
 
 
 
 
 
COLOMBIA 
 
The XXI Century Nahumpro Foundation organized throughout the country a number of media activities 
dealing with the restoration of the planet.  In Guajira, the protection and conservation of marine turtles 
through artificial incubation was given ample coverage. 
 
COSTA RICA 
 
In Costa Rica, World Environment Day activities, focusing on water resources and with the 
participation of civil society, were organized over an entire week. 
 
The Red Cross, at an inter-regional sports event, organized a youth celebration on the day. 
 



 
CUBA 
 
Clean Ups organized by the Gobierno Municipal de Playa in Cuba took place in the coastal community 
of Nautico and in the capital, Havana.  A children voluntary brigade was introduced to take care of the 
Reparto coast and educate swimmers during the summer. 
 
ECUADOR 
 
In Ecuador, various forums and debates on global environmental problems were organized for high 
school and university students in the Galapagos. 
 
EL SALVADOR 
 
In El Salvador, the Ministry of the Environment held the Ninth National Awards on the Environment by 
recognizing the environmental achievements of those who undertook activities to protect the 
environment.  The Government used the occasion to inaugurate the “Los Volcanes” complex, which 
has an environment-friendly community water system.   
 
GUYANA 
 
Banks DIH Limited of Guyana has been participating in local World Environment Day walks for the 
past few years, however, in 2004 they have gone a step further and designed an initiative that would 
enhance local awareness about environmental problems. 
 
Bank DIH Limited developed and sponsored a Secondary Schools World Environment Day Banner 
Competition based on the Wanted! Seas and Oceans- Dead or Alive? theme. 
 
The overarching aim of the competition was to generate greater interest about environmental issues 
among secondary school students. Seventeen schools entered the competition and the Company 
further supported their interest by providing each school with banner material, paint brushes and two 
cans of paint, with no limitations on the variety of paint colours to be used. In addition, each school 
provided a written description of their banner and its relevance to the theme. 
 
The top three winners were awarded prizes and certificates, which benefited the entire school (not just 
the students involved in the actual banner design).  The winning banner was used as Banks DIH©s 
banner in the World Environment Day "green walk", which was held on 30 May.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
Astrid Foo 
Environmental Coordinator  
Banks DIH Limited 
Guyana  
E-mail:banksenvco@yahoo.com 
 
HAITI 
 
Environment Week:  4 - 11 June 2004 
 
It has become a yearly tradition at the Ministry of the Environment in Haiti to adapt the theme chosen 
for World Environment Day to the Haitian environment, so that it better appeals and mobilizes the 
population. In 2004, the worldwide theme “Wanted! Seas and Oceans: Dead or Alive?” was 
transformed to “SOS! Let’s Save our Mountains, Coasts and Seas”. 
 
The week-long festivities were an opportunity to draw the attention of stakeholders and the general 
public to the value of the coastal and marine resources and the questions linked to the inappropriate 



and abusive management of this environment in particular. The interlinkages between coastlines and 
seabeds on the one hand, and mountains and land-based activities on the other. This means that 
action must be taken “downstream” to ensure that the different dimensions of the problem are tackled. 
The actions undertaken during the Week for the Environment were devised with that in mind. The 
objectives included: 

·  Awareness-building; 
·  Creating partnerships and inter-organizational dialogue for managing the environment; 
·  Encouraging the participation of Youth and particularly coast-dwellers in cleaning their 

neighbourhoods; 
·  Initiating country-wide mechanisms for the cleaning up of big cities. 
 

Activities were held in all the big coastal cities, including Port-au-Prince, Gonaïves, Saint-Marc, 
Jacmel, Cayes and Jérémie. Amongst the activities undertaken: 

·  On 4 June, a press conference marked the launch of Environment Week. It was organized by 
the Ministries of Environment, Public Health, Public Works, Agriculture, Planning in 
collaboration with Civil Society, the City Hall of the Metropolis, and environmental 
associations; 

·  On 5 June, the Prime Minister and the Mayors of the cities concerned delivered speeches; 
·  The same day, educational materials developed by the GZC project were distributed to 

members of coastal associations of Haiti; 
·  Cleaning up important canals, drains and sewage openings in the metropolitan area and the 

bigger cities in the country were done in parallel with an awareness building campaign; 
·  A parade through all the cities targeted followed by the cleaning of beaches and forests; 
·  Talks which brought together more than 100 communal schools from Pétion-ville, Carrefour, 

Delmas and Port-au-Prince; 
·  Hoisting of promotional banners at all major intersections in the capital and provincial cities; 
·  Broadcasting of awareness-building public service announcements in the capital and other 

targeted cities; 
·  Distribution of leaflets, brochures and posters to targeted groups; 
·  Workshops open to the public were organized by the coordinators of rehabilitation projects 

linked to international environmental conventions and the Directorate of Public Hygiene within 
the Ministry of Public Health, among others; 

·  Environmental excursions to nature sites around the Capital; 
·  Launch of two nationwide competitions: one to decide on three zones where botanical centres 

would be set up; and another to select an Environment anthem; 
·  Contributions to initiatives of the Environment Sector (schools, universities, environmental 

associations, foundations, churches, media); 
·  Environment Sector Day – exhibition of works created for the protection of the environment. 

Awarding of five prizes in various categories: media, environmental associations, schools, 
universities and one individual prize. 

·  Clean-up and rehabilitation of the SEE compound 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Nicole Yolette Altidor 
Responsable de l©Unité Promotion du Développement  
Durable et Education Environnementale 
Courriel: yolettealtidor@yahoo.com 
 
MEXICO 
 
Mexico City  

On 29 May, an Art and Environment festival was organized at the Museum of Natural 
History, which was attended by a number of well-known members of the 



environmental community.  The Festival was held throughout the month of June in various museums 
in Mexico City.   
 
In addition, there was an exhibition of environmental posters on the ‘Rights of Nature’, which was 
included in the last International Poster Exhibition in Mexico City. 
 
On 7 June, Environmental Film Week was launched at the National Cineteca.  The winning films from 
the Brazilian Goias Film Festival were also shown, including The Bottom Line, whose Canadian 
Director, Carole Poliquin, was available to comment on her film. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Rody Onate  
Information Officer 
Regional Office for Latin America and the Carribean 
Mexico City 
E-mail: ronate@rolac.unep.mx 
E-mail: kakuko.nagatani@pnuma.og 
 
Oaxaca  

As part of the celebrations of the 2004 World Environment Day, Planeta 
announced the winner of the annual Colibri Ecotourism Achievement Award 
and the winner of the first Colibri Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 
The winner of the fourth annual 2004 Colibri Achievement Award was Jorge 
Chávez de la Peña, who developed Mexico©s first university-level ecotourism 
programme.  The winner of the first Colibri Lifetime Achievement Award was 
Hector Ceballos-Lascurain, who coined the word ecotourism in 1983 and has 

been an indefatigable proponent of environmentally sound tourism. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Ron Mader 
Planeta. com 
E-mail:http://www.planeta.com/contact/index.html 
URL: http://www.planeta.com 
 
Tierramérica - Children have the word 

Children from Latin America shared their vision as the planet celebrated World 
Environment Day on 5 June. In this Tierramérica exclusive, they responded to 
the question: What is the environmental problem that most worries you, and how 
should it be solved? 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Rody Onate  
Information Officer 
Regional Office for Latin America and the Carribean 
Mexico City 
E-mail: ronate@rolac.unep.mx 
URL: http://www.tierramerica.net/2004/0605/index.shtml 

 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
 
Port of Spain 
World Environment Day is the birthday of the Environmental Management Authority (EMA) in Trinidad 
and Tobago, which marked its ninth Anniversary in 2004. 
 



EMA undertook the following activities: education of the entire country via: media briefings, newspaper 
articles, travelling exhibitions and recognition of companies that engage in sound environmental 
practices. 
 
EMA also hosted a very prestigious National Award function titled "The Green Leaf Awards". Prizes 
were presented in the following categories: media, individual, community group, audio/visual work, 
NGOs, and special awards. A Steering Committee, comprising members from several government and 
private organisations, reviewed all the nominations for validity and selected winners in the respective 
categories. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Kirk Jean-Baptiste 
Communications Officer 
Environmental Management Authority 
# 8 Elizabeth Street - St. Clair 
Port of Spain 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 
E-mail: kjbaptiste@ema.co.tt 
 
Port of Spain 
The Second Caribbean Environment Forum and Exhibition (CEF-2) was convened in Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, from 31 May to 4 June. CEF 2 was co-ordinated by the Caribbean Environmental Health 
Institute (CEHI), in close collaboration with the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and with support 
from: the Environmental Management Authority; the Mainstreaming Adaptation to Climate Change 
(MACC); the Ministry of Public Utilities and Environment; the Ministry of Health; the Solid Waste 
Management Company; the Tourism and Industrial Development Corporation of Trinidad and Tobago; 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); and the Water and Sewerage Authority. 
 
Under the theme  “Energizing Caribbean Sustainability”, CEF-2  served as a platform to focus 
international attention on key environmental concerns of the region and provided a forum for preparing 
the region for the next international meeting on SIDS (Small Island Developing States) in Mauritius. 
The Director of UNEP’s Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean addressed the plenary of 
the Forum as a keynote speaker on 1 June. 
 
At the Forum, UNEP organized two information sessions on the Montreal Protocol (1June) and on 
environmental assessment and monitoring (3 June) and took part in information sessions on HEMA 
(Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas).  An exhibition booth set up by UNEP displayed 
materials focusing on GEO/Integrated Environmental Assessment, the Ozone Action Programme, 
GEF IWCAM Project, the White Water to Blue Water Initiative, the International Coral Reef Action 
Network (ICRAN) and its partnerships with the Mesoamerican Barrier Reef System Project (UNF-
USAID), and the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-
based Activities (GPA). 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Rody Onate  
Information Officer 
Regional Office for Latin America and the Carribean 
Mexico City 
E-mail: ronate@rolac.unep.mx 
E-mail: kakuko.nagatani@pnuma.og 
 
VENEZUELA 
 
Fudena contributed to World Environment Day celebrations in Sambil Caracas with a presentation on 
the importance of clean seas and oceans and the promotion of their own conservation projects. 
 



NORTH AMERICA 
 
 
CANADA 

 
For more than 30 years, Canadian Environment Week (30 May - 5 June) has 
been held during the first week of June to coincide with World Environment Day. 
 
Environment week and the commuter challenge.   In 2004, the Government of 
Canada launched the Commuter Challenge – a friendly competition between 
Canadian communities to encourage as many people as possible to use 
sustainable and active modes of transportation. All one had to do was make a 

commitment to walk, jog, cycle, in-line skate, take the bus, carpool or telework during Environment 
Week.  They then let Environment Canada know the mode they used and the distance you travelled.  
 
For more information: 
URL: http://www.ec.gc.ca/envhome.html 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
Virginia 
To celebrate World Environment Day the Virginia Biology Graduate Student Organisation at Old 
Dominion University in Virginia organized a Clean Up of their adopted wetland. 
  
New York City 
The Sea Turtle Restoration Project organized a free documentary film screening and panel discussion 
concerning the role of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) in preventing 
the extinctions of endangered leatherback sea turtles and marine mammals.  The new documentaries 
"Last Voyage of the Leatherback?" (East Coast premier) and "Deadly Sounds in the Silent World"  
were screened. A panel discussion including New York University Professor Howard S. Schiffman 
about the role of UNCLOS in leatherback sea turtle and marine mammal conservation followed the 
screenings. The event addressed the theme of World Environment Day: "Wanted! Seas and Oceans 
–  Dead or Alive?" on the eve of the UNCLOS meeting 7-11June.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
Robert Ovetz, PhD 
Save the Leatherback Campaign Coordinator 
Sea Turtle Restoration Project 
Tel: 415-488-0370 x106 
USA 
E-mail: robert@seaturtles.org 
or 
Marsha Green, PhD 
Ocean Mammal Institute 
E-mail: mlgreen@pacifier.com 
URL: www.seaturtles.org / www.savetheleatherback.com 
 
Philadelphia 
 

The Fairmount Water Works Interpretive Center (FWWIC) in Philadelphia, 
underscored its participation in the United Nations’ World Environment Day by 
launching the Centre’s new website. 
 
As we observe World Environment Day, all of us must consider the impact of 
our actions on the environment, particularly on the watersheds, said Ed 
Grusheski, general manager of public affairs for the Philadelphia Water Dept. 



 
FWWIC’s website helped to do that so we were pleased to launch our site on this special occasion, he 
added. 
 
The website has all the information anyone might need before visiting the Center. Besides covering 
the basics of location, hours of operation and driving directions, the new website offers, among many 
other things: 

·  Compelling evidence on the importance of watersheds; 
·  A brief history of the Fairmount Water Works; 
·  Colourful photos of the FWWIC’s exhibits; 
·  Concise descriptions of other cultural institutions within walking distance; 
·  Directions on how to volunteer at or donate to the Interpretive Centre; 
·  Links to websites for the Philadelphia Water Department, FWWIC partners and other water-

related organizations. 
 
Although this year’s World Environment Day focused on the challenges confronting the Earth’s seas 
and oceans, water pollution provides a common concern for the Center. FWWIC’s main theme of 
“Water in Our World” specifically addressed pollution caused by watershed runoff into rivers that, if not 
stopped, ultimately affects water quality in seas and oceans. 
 
Admission to the Interpretive Center was free and the facility is 100 % ADA accessible. FWWIC was a 
project of the Philadelphia Water Department. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Ed Grusheski 
E-mail: wdowen@comcast.net 
URL:www.fairmountwaterworks.org 
 
Providence, Rhode Island  

 
The Ocean Project (TOP) was a relatively new and unprecedented public 
awareness initiative among more than 520 aquariums, zoos, science, 
technology and natural history museums, as well as conservation 

organizations and government agencies. The aim was to significantly increase the success of ocean 
conservation by creating in people a lasting, measurable, top-of-mind awareness of the importance, 
value and sensitivity of the oceans. TOP is currently developing a new ocean awareness, education 
and action-oriented campaign, complete with various personal action tools and products that help 
conservation become a way of life to create an ocean ethic in society. 
 
TOP launched this new initiative in June, around World Environment Day (5 June) and World Ocean 
Day (8 June). Through activities with its many partners, TOP hopes to develop a strong public 
constituency for aquatic and ocean conservation and a lasting movement of environmentally-aware, 
concerned and active citizens that can bring about significant policy change for conservation and help 
establish a sustainable society. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Bill Mott 
Director, The Ocean Project 
Providence, Rhode Island 02906 
USA 
E-mail: bmott@seaweb.org 
URL: www.TheOceanProject.org 
 
 
 



San Francisco 
 
The City of San Francisco organized an event or set of events on 5 June to 
launch its preparations for hosting World Environment Day in 2005. One of 
the events was the showing of the movie Ocean Wonderland at the local 
SONY IMAX/3d film theatre in downtown San Francisco. 
 
 

 
Washington  

 
Building on last year’s successful World Environment Day event, UNEP’s Regional 
Office for North America (RONA) promoted internet-based water testing among US 
and non-US high schools by facilitating Earn Take a Dip: The Water in Our Lives 
and the GEI Project. Results of these tests were available on 5 June and RONA is 
exploring possibilities for publishing the results. 
 

 
Florida  
UNEP’s Regional Office of North America, together with the Clean Beaches Council celebrated World 
Environment Day on 5 June at Sand Key Park in Clearwater Beach, Florida. As part of the celebration, 
UNEP presented an award of appreciation to the St. Petersburg/Clearwater area for its commitment to 
the global movement to promote clean and healthy beach environments around the world.  
 
“The Clean Beaches Council is pleased to join with the United Nations to mark World Environment 
Day,” stated Walter McLeod, President of the Clean Beaches Council.  “This day gives us an 
opportunity to celebrate the role that the world’s beaches play in our lives – as a place of recreation 
(beaches are the top visitor destination in the U.S.), maritime commerce, jobs and also as important 
habitat for all kinds of beach wildlife.” 
 
For more information, please contact: 
John Peter Oosterhoff  
UNEP Regional Office for North America 
Washington, DC  
USA 
E-mail: jpo@rona.unep.org  
URL: http://www.rona.unep.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WEST ASIA 

 
BAHRAIN 
 

Many events were conducted by the Bahrain Environment Society. Events 
included workshops for drawing pictures of the environment, the threatening risks and the ways of 
keeping it clean and safe from pollution. Workshops were also conducted using the World 
Environment Day theme ”Wanted! Seas and Oceans, alive or dead?”   
 
PALESTINE 
 
Bethlehem 
The Environmental Education Center (EEC), previously called Children for the Protection of Nature in 
Palestine (CPNP) has celebrated World Environment Day every year since 1992.  In 2004, EEC 
celebrated this occasion together with the Bethlehem Peace Center (BPC) - an organization with 
which they have been cooperating since the year 2000. They also cooperate with many organizations 
such as the Environmental Quality Authority, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Agriculture. 
 
EEC and BPC had an open day on 5 June with lots of environmental and recreational activities. Their 
target group were students from 12 different schools (private, public and ANRWA) from the Bethlehem 
area. These students were chosen from the environmental clubs EEC and BPC established in these 
schools. The programme began with a presentation on the LCD about biodiversity. This was followed 
by group discussions on local and global environmental problems. The students then visited the centre 
in Beit Jala, which consists of: 

·  A botanical garden comprising a bird conservation area,  an outdoor classroom, a pond for 
birds, Mediterranean, biblical and endangered trees, wild flowers, shrubs, and birds and 
animals that will become extinct without adequate care and protection; 

·  An environmental exhibition which showed several ideas with pictures about environmental 
issues and problems. For example an original idea was the white stork speaking to the visitors 
through panels about the problems that it faces during migration and how this bird is important 
to the balance of nature, so we have to protect it; 

·  A Natural History Museum comprising a collection of more than 2,500 specimens of fossils, 
rocks and fauna. The preserved animals include mammals, birds, insects, reptiles, found in 
Palestine, even extinct ones, like the brown fish owl.  

For more information, please contact: 
Mr. Simon Awad, Executive Director of EEC 
Tel/Fax: 00972-2-2765574 
E-mail: gungeogaza@yahoo.com 
URL: www.cpnpeecp.org 

 
Gaza Strip 

 
The General Union of Non-Governmental Environmental organizations GUN-
GEO implemented the World Environment Day programme in the Wadi Gaza 
Development Project of UNDP, to commemorate World Environment Day in 
Palestine. They organized a seminar for coastal zone management in effort to 



highlight the importance of the seas and how they can be protected for future generations. In addition, 
research on the diversity of the Mediterranean Sea in the Gaza Strip was undertaken. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Deir El-Balah 
P.O. Box 9 
Gaza Strip 
Palestine 
Tel: +972 8 2531 968  
Mobile: +972 59 768003  
E-mail: gungeogaza@yahoo.com 
 
QATAR 
 
Doha 
The Kainat Foundation in Doha - a non-governmental organisation working with young people to bring 
environmental awareness, undertook a number of activities to commemorate World Environment Day 
2004. They include: 

·  A mock world parliament on the environment; 
·  A poster and photography competition; 
·  An essay writing competition; 
·  A tree planting exercise; and  
·  A clean up campaign 

 
For more information, please contact: 
Shakil Ahmed Kakvi 
Chairman, Kainat foundation  
P. Box 35132 
Doha 
Qatar 
E-mail: kainat.international@mail.com 
URL: www.kainatfoundation.org 
 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) 
 
The Emirates Diving Association (EDA), in conjunction with the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries in 
the UAE, inflated two morning buoys to minimise anchor damage in the Martini Rock area and 
presented a proposal asking for the area to be declared a protected marine reserve.  EDA recruited 
members and volunteers to gather on 4 June at Martini Rock.  
 
In addition to the mooring of the buoys, EDA also tried to attract the attention of local authorities 
explaining the importance of this dive site and present a proposal, recently written by EDA to the Ruler 
of Sharjah asking him to declare Martini Rock as an official protected area: a marine reserve. 
 

EDA also undertook a World Environment Day sticker campaign, uniting 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and EDA’s logos, 
promoting the 5 June. 
 

 
For more information, please contact: 
Mr. Ibrahim Al-Zu’bi 
Emirates Diving Association 
E-mail: edadiver@emirates.net.ae 


