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AOYAGI, K.; NAS, P. et al. 

Toward sustainable cities: readings in the anthropology of urban environments. 

.- Leiden : Institute of Cultural and Social Studies, University of Leiden ; 1998 .-

ABSTRACT: Ever since the Rio Declaration of 1992 the world-wide attention to urban agriculture as a way of creating synergy between urban and rural systems is steadily increasing. However, there is a great deal of scepticism surrounding the concept. Based on recent studies in both The Netherlands and some African countries and on a review of the rapidly growing volume of literature on the subject the author outlines the two continuous trends that together make for this phenomenon: (a) regular agriculture becoming urban agriculture under the influence of urban growth and (b) urban residents becoming farmers because they find and utilise the niches within the urban fabric. Although these trends  have always been with us they have also been extremely hard for urban planners and administrators to accommodate. Why is this about to change?
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MELOSI, Martin V.
Effluent America: cities, industry, energy and the environment 
.- Pittsburgh : University of Pittsburgh Press ; 2001 .- 300 p.

ABSTRACT: What's the difference between an anthill and a city? Protection from weather and predators, living and working quarters, transportation networks, food storage capability - all these they hold in common. And while there are obvious differences between humans and ants, both exist in the same space and time dimension - in nature. This simple idea, imagining cities as part of the larger physical world, has driven the work of the historian Martin Melosi for twenty-five years Melosi is one of a handful of scholars who examine urban history from an ecological perspective, using the city to help define the place of nature in human life, Cities, he maintains, are places where humans live, work, play, consume goods, and make waste - just as humans have in caves, on farms, and in villages. To imagine the city as outside of nature limits what can be known about our past, and our future. Effluent America is a collection of essays spanning this innovative scholar's career and the growing field of urban environmental history. Garbage, wastewater, hazardous waste: these are the lenses through which Melosi views nineteenth- and twentieth-century America. In broad overviews and specific case studies, Effluent America treats the relationship between industrial expansion and urban growth from an ecological perspective. He charts the development of city services, the rationale for their implementation, and how they affected growth. He explores the environmental impacts of unprecedented methods of production, the influence of new forms of energy, and changing patterns of consumption during the Industrial Revolution and beyond. In so doing, he traces how one of the richest nations in the world became also the most wasteful, a juxtaposition of affluence and effluence. Other essays consider the important role of American cities in the history of the conservation and environmental movements. Melosi sketches the reforms and reformers, born out of such urban "quality of life" issues as pollution, sanitation, public health, and the need for greenspace. He also profiles the environmental justice movement, whose response to environmental problems is a question - Who bears the most risk? Urban environmental history is a window on the past, but it also directly informs issues of the present: public health, pollution, the role of government in delivering services, etc. Effluent America is an important volume for students of history and urban affairs, as well as for policymakers and all those concerned about the one world we inhabit.

ISBN: 0822941597 
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PARSONS, Kermit C. and SCHUYLER, David (ed.)

From garden city to green city: the legacy of Ebenezer Howard (Center Books on Contemporary Landscape Design S.) 

.-Washington : The Johns Hopkins University Press ; 2002 .- 368 p.
ABSTRACT: Victorian cities evoke images of crowded tenements where social unrest and epidemic disease were rampant. Conditions in 19th-century London, in particular, sparked efforts to find alternative plans for urban development. The most influential alternative to the Victorian city was Ebenezer Howard's Garden City, an idea he sketched in his modest book, "To-Morrow: A Peaceful Path to Real Reform". First published in 1898, "To-Morrow" attempted to improve the material condition of working-class families through a vision of new communities which would provide a better quality of life. Howard's legacy grew throughout the 20th century in garden cities, suburbs and green towns; a century later, architects and planners are still motivated by his ideas. Published on the 100th anniversary of "Garden Cities of To-Morrow" (1902), the more familiar version of Howard's pathbreaking book, the ten essays in this volume place Howard's legacy in its historic context and show its continuing relevance for urban, regional and environmental planners. Following a biographical essay, three articles trace the influence of Howard's ideas on the development of the modern metropolis, while another four address his concepts regarding the arrangement of housing and community life and show how they have influenced subsequent development. Two closing essays assess critical aspects of Howard's legacy for the 21st century. The contributors focus on the timeless significance of Howard's ideas about limits to growth, the effectiveness of agricultural greenbelts in growth management, and the use of physical space to promote human interaction, as well as the relevance of Howard's work to the New Urbanism and sustainability movements. International in scope, with original and provocative scholarship, this volume is a tribute to Howard's ideals of co-operation, justice and environmentalism in urban planning.

ISBN: 0801869447

188
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Urban agriculture: food, jobs and sustainable cities. 

.- Washington, D.C. : UNDP ; 1996 .- 300p.

Documents not only the uses, effects, and impact of urban agriculture the world over, but also stresses its importance and relevance to future food production needs of the world's impoverished and often over populated cities. Includes descriptions and profiles of several urban agriculture projects on six continents with reference to use and increased future potential
(UNDP) Publication Series for Habitat II, Volume One, 
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UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAMME

Urban agriculture (UNDP/GLO/84/007)

.-Washington,D.C. : UNDP 
ABSTRACT: A study by the Division for Global and Interregional Programmes (DGIP), being executed by the Infrastructure and Urban Development (INU) of the World Bank (IBRD). This report package contains a brief overview of the growing importance of urban agriculture in a growing world economy. Principle audience is developing nations whose growth in urban areas continue to increase.  Following the overview, the Developing Countries Farm Radio Network (DCFRN) in Canada has put together a radio broadcast package introducing four aspects of urban agriculture: 1) "Grow food in the city," 2) "Farm in a box," 3) "Profit from raising rabbits by the roadside," 4) "Grow food cheaply by the roadside." An audiotape of the four broadcasts is included along with a written script.

190

UNIVERSITY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Low-input sustainable agricultural culture for urban gardens in the district of Columbia. 

.- Washington, D.C. : University of the District of Columbia Agricultural Experiment Station;1999.-3p.
ABSTRACT:"InfoDoc" bulletin on the increased interest in urban gardening in the Washington D.C. metro area. Bulletin highlights "environmentally friendly" urban garden alternatives to chemical fertilizers and pesticides.
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VILJOEN, Andre (ed.)

Continuous productive urban landscapes: designing urban agriculture for sustainable cities.

.- Oxford : Architectural Press ; 2005 .- 304 p.

ABSTRACT: This book on urban design extends and develops the widely accepted 'compact city' solution. It provides a design proposal for a new kind of sustainable urban landscape: Urban Agriculture. By growing food within an urban rather than exclusively rural environment, urban agriculture would reduce the need for industrialized production, packaging and transportation of foodstuffs to the city dwelling consumers. The revolutionary and innovative concepts put forth in this book have potential to shape the future of our cities quality of life within them. 
Urban design is shown in practice through international case studies and the arguments presented are supported by quantified economic, environmental and social justifications.

ISBN: 0-7506-5543-7 

