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Jean-Michel Cousteau, President of the Oceans Futures Society and son of the legendary Jacques Yves Cousteau, will join Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and other partners in a Press Conference on Monday, 2 September, 17:00 at the WaterDome. The Press Conference will precede the event “People, Oceans, Stewardship” on the main stage of the WaterDome.  

To date the focus of the World Summit on water supply and sanitation has largely overshadowed the importance of saltwater issues to sustainable development. Governments have successfully negotiated text specifically addressing issues such as land-based sources of marine pollution and unsustainable fisheries. Yet much more remains to be done. The Press Conference and the subsequent event on the main stage will highlight the importance of coastal and ocean issues to sustainable development.  

“The oceans community has rallied around key issues for sustainable oceans use, and we have worked in an unprecedented spirit of cooperation with all sectors of society to reach agreement on the path ahead” said Klaus Toepfer. “But we cannot stop in Johannesburg. The success of this Summit will not be measured in words but in implementation. And for the oceans, we must highlight that they are not a rug under which we can sweep all our problems. It is no longer acceptable for example, that 80 percent of marine pollution comes from activities we undertake on land.”

50% of the world’s population lives in the coastal zone and coastal industries such as fisheries and tourism are the mainstay of many economies. However bathing in polluted water causes 250 million cases of illness every year. The social cost of treating diseases caused by sewage pollution is comparable to that of diptheria. The economic loss on human resources is estimated at US$16 billion per year.

The event ‘People, Oceans, Stewardship’ will combine African music, keynote addresses, Type II presentations and cinematic viewing to celebrate the importance of oceans to sustainable development. Type II partnerships will be announced by Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, USA, the International Maritime Organisation, and UNEP.

The event will include posthumous awards to champion sailor Sir Peter Blake, Commander Jacques Yves Cousteau, co-inventor of the aqualung and Professor Elisabeth Mann-Borgese, oceans policy author and founder of the International Oceans Institute.

